
Flintridge Preparatory School 

Parents Association Meeting 

October 11, 2011 

Verdugo Hills Hospital 

AGENDA 

1.  Call to Order and Welcome Melissa Gerard 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 Introduced Peter Bachmann, to present Head of School report and some of Prep’s 

newer faculty to discuss outside-the-classroom activities 

 

2. Headmaster’s Report  Peter Bachmann 

 Discussed student appreciation of the “no homework weekend” (October 8–10). 

There will be one “no homework weekend” each quarter. Dean of Faculty 

Development Sarah Cooper has been the primary champion of this and asks that 

faculty and parents adhere to it sincerely. Student comment: “It felt like a four-day 

weekend.” Prep believes it’s the start of a great tradition. 

 This week (October 10–14) is an unusual week due to special activities. Wednesday 

and Thursday the faculty will be holding Grade Level meetings to review the first 

month’s progress of the students. We do this every month. We will be in touch with 

you by the end of this week or early next if we feel you have a role to play in this. 

Essentially: no news is good news.  

 Tomorrow (Wednesday, October 12) is PSAT day for the 10th and 11th graders. This is 

a preliminary, or practice, test for 10th graders. It’s a golden opportunity to get 

experience at the standardized test. In December parents and students will get the 

results AND the answer sheets. It’s a beautiful diagnostic test, and a total gift at the 

10th grade level. It is mostly a gift at the 11th grade level: it continues to be a practice 

test and the scores are not reported to colleges – but it does identify students for 

National Merit recognition. 

 Juniors should take the regular SAT in March or May. 

 After 10th and 11th grade students recover from the PSAT test they will be meeting in 

Advisory groups in the afternoon. 10th graders (who had spent each Friday last year 

with an adviser) will have reunion meetings. This is a concerted effort to stay in 

touch with our students. 9th grade advisory is intense, with single sex weekly 

meetings. 10th grade advisory is more informal. In spring, the 10th grade forms new, 

co-ed advisory groups, which will stay together and will meet again in 11th grade, fall 

and spring. 11th grade advising becomes far more about college counseling.  

 Tomorrow (Wednesday, October 12th) is “Back to School Night.” We invite parent to 

take advantage of this, and experience brief samples of your student’s typical 

Wednesday in 10-minute intervals. The program starts at 7:00 p.m., and ends by 



9:00 p.m. It’s an informational opportunity for you to learn more about the course 

itself and the teacher, rather than about your student’s progress. It’s also a great 

empathy exercise for you, and you’ll get a sense of the breadth and depth of your 

child’s experience. 

 All teachers are also undergoing a serious empathy experience, by shadowing a 

student for a day this fall. 

 On Thursday and Friday of this week we will be continuing our retrospective of 

September 11th. Theologians from three faith traditions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam) 

will be with us. We will begin Thursday with an assembly together and end Friday 

the same way. There will be grade level meetings each day. The students are 

designing the questions for the meetings, so the content will be coming from the 

classroom. The speakers WISH to be challenged, with thoughtful and provocative 

questions. We are looking towards cooperating with and forming friendships across 

faith traditions. 

 Introduction of the guest speakers, Sarah Smock and Peter Chesney. Knows both 

very well – “Eight years ago the three of us were sitting together in Great Books 

class, scoping out the ideas that make up “The Good Life.” It is rewarding that they 

have chosen to come back to Prep as our colleagues. This past summer each has 

done great professional development work that they are bringing back to all of us. 

 

3. Guest Speakers  Peter Chesney (8th Grade Dean / History), Sarah Smock (Science) 

Sarah Smock 

This summer (Math teacher) Nick Ponticello and I took a tour of the Athens Services 

Waste Reclamation Plant. [Athens is the company that handles Prep’s trash.+ “A 

shocking experience to realize that every single piece of trash goes through that 

process.” We saw how they tried to recycle as much as possible. Took two summer 

classes at UCLA: “Sustainability of the Environment” and “Geology of L.A.” 

 Overall goal: making Prep a more sustainable place. Focus is sustainability initiative. 

o  Bring environmental issues into the classroom.  

o How do we deal with recycling? For the moment we leave it to Athens, but 

there is more that we can do. Currently we are investigating the way to 

make it more active on campus. 

o Need to recycle more of what we produce. Make recycling active so that the 

students are thinking of it. We need to get students into the habit of 

recycling, and thinking about waste.  

o Examples:  

 Photocopies: How many photocopies do we use? As a school, it’s a 

lot. Peter and I started tracking our usage. In just the first two 

weeks, we made 45,000 copies each. We are looking at ways to limit 



that. We are publicizing copy usage, and other teachers are 

beginning to make changes.  

 Power usage: We are monitoring power usage. We studied power 

history for the past two years. We are publicizing this and have 

asked students to help remind us to turn things off. Students are 

telling us to turn things off. 

 Additional “sustainable” efforts: Suggest students bring water 

bottles to school rather than buy bottled water. We are talking to 

the clubs. This isn’t necessarily an “environmental” club, but a way 

to bring environmental consciousness to existing clubs and groups. 

Suggesting that clubs don’t order another t-shirt that won’t be 

worn, but rather produce water bottles for their clubs. These could 

be more useful. The Campus Beautification Club has begun a 

composting project. Increase carpooling. Send emails rather than 

print memos. Produce posters on recycled paper. 

 At the moment our task is very investigative, to identify the most effective, least 

imposing way of bringing sustainability to the campus.  

Peter Chesney 

Peter Bachman introduced the next featured speaker, Peter Chesney: a member of 

Prep’s class of 2004 class, now in his 4th year with us. He is currently the 8th Grade Dean, 

and head of an initiative to take full advantage of our proximity to the greater L.A. area. 

This includes community service, community impact. Peter is developing the strategic 

usage of the Los Angeles as the true cosmopolitan international lab at our fingertips.  

Faculty “Shadow Student” Experience 

 This is a new thing we’re doing at Prep this year. As a faculty, we are shadowing 

students. I shadowed 8th grader Riva Weinstein, and I found that sitting in a 

classroom is just about as hard or harder than standing in a classroom all day. Going 

from P.E. *where you’re full of energy, can talk to everyone, can run around+ to Mr. 

Hagopian’s *math+ class *where you have to sit quietly+, scribbling notes as fast as 

you can, paying total attention to detail. This is hard, and it changes the norm for 

your body. I found that we have incredible academics at this school, but we have 

very demanding academics; and it’s important to think about the changes we can 

make in our curriculum. We have talked about going to block schedule for two 

weeks in second semester, to interrogate the notion of 43-minute classes. It can get 

exhausting to shift focus over and over again. Psychologists have noted that going 

from class to class to class makes it harder to concentrate. For example, when you 

open up seven different programs on your MacBook it slows down, and even 

crashes.  



 We also need to get students out of the classroom. L.A. day will be a massive field 

trip – held on a single Friday in January. I want this to be the anti-typical classroom 

model. One classroom all day – a day-long experience in the massive classroom that 

is the city. Not just learning in traditional fashion, but in the sense that you can learn 

just by walking around, by talking to people. If we can give these students one day 

like this each year, they’ll think about learning throughout their entire life. Work 

experiences, fun experiences—all these things are really learning experiences. We 

as a faculty will help students understand how they can make these things learning 

experiences.  

 My 7th grade class has a whole new curriculum this year. We did a local history 

model last year, focusing on what’s now and here. The first semester is global 

studies – it’s the whole world, but it’s what’s happening now. The second semester 

focuses on local history. After sending the 7th graders out into L.A. we will talk 

about what they saw. We will bring it from outside to inside the classroom.  

 Q: How do we choose where students go in L.A.? A: We’re splitting students up by 

grade so there is no repetition. There are different destinations for each class.  

 Q: Is there a different theme for grade? A: For example, the 7th grade will visit the 

Arroyo, but we are splitting the groups in half. One group will go to the Upper 

Arroyo, the other to the Lower Arroyo (Heritage Square). It’s one place, but 

different geographic areas. They’ll be Looking at the architecture, and discussing the 

intersection between architecture and physical geography.  

  

Melissa Gerard 

 “It’s great that the faculty really is trying to expand their own horizons as well as the 

horizons of the kids.” 

 Next month’s meeting will be an evening meeting, 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 8th, 

in Prep’s conference room. Guest speaker will be Art Stetson, Director of Admissions. 

He will discuss in a broad sense about how he puts together an incoming class. 

 Expressed thanks: 

o John Johnson and Craig Hotti of the Fathers’ Club and Terri Miller, Cheryl 

Gaines, and Joy Smith of the Parents Association for their work in putting on 

the Family Barbeque 

o Candace Colliflower for coordinating Picture Day 

o Kathy Swaidan, today’s greeter 

o Yuki Jimbo and Barbara Ealy for their assistance with the Parent’s Association 

and representing the staff 

o Paula Sigman Lowery for taking minutes 

 Congratulations to Patricia Ostiller for her daughter Kimberly’s selection as a Rose 

Princess for 2012. Kimberly is also Commissioner General here at Prep. 



Follow ups – Sarah Cooper addressed the “no homework” weekends at the recent grade level 

coffees and it was addressed in Mr. Bachmann’s remarks earlier this morning. 

4. Executive Committee Reports 

a. Recording Secretary  Paula Sigman-Lowery 

 Minutes from last month’s meeting are available for download from the PA 

portion of the Prep website. We need two volunteers to read the minutes 

for this month: Cindy Rademacher & Kathy Swaidan volunteered. 

b. Treasurer’s Report Cindy Rademacher 

 Signatures on the bank accounts have been transferred; membership has 

been keeping me busy with deposits. We have made the deposits from the 

international lunch orders, and the first check will go out to Panda Express. 

We have paid for the seniors’ Back to School dinner, and several parent 

parties.  

c. Vice Presidents, Membership Rose Wen & Yvonne Zaro 

 Rose: we want everyone to become a supporting member of the Parents 

Association. It costs $75 per family. Applications are available on the parent 

website and at every PA meeting, at the alumni office, or by contacting 

Yvonne Zaro or me. Our dollars are hard at work. We provided an allotment 

to the father’s club, a raffle prize at the BBQ, the Back to School faculty 

dinner and treats for the parents at Back to School Night. It’s never too late 

to pay: at our BBQ membership raffle, Margaret Woolley brought her check 

in the day of the BBQ, and she was the one who won the $125 gift 

certificate – the PA membership raffle prize. Our campaign this year is 

“Reaching for the Stars,” and we want at least 1 class to achieve 100% 

participation. Current standings are: 7th and 8th grade are 80%, 9th grade 

68%, 10th grade 66%, 11th 60%, and 12th 49%. We’ve got to get those 

seniors! 

d. Parliamentarian  Rose Chan 

 Reiterated the need for 12th grade level involvement: the Parents 

Association funds many activities during senior year, including Grad Night 

and a scholarship.  

 In November we’ll officially start nominations process. Parents are highly 

encouraged to self-nominate. It’s best if we know what you’d like to do. 

Some jobs are for two years – we’ll get out a list of the open positions 

before next meeting.  

 Melissa Gerard: it’s really a wonderful experience. Tell us what you think 

you want to do, and we’ll find a place for you. 

 

5. Committee Chair Reports 

a. Homecoming (10/21 and 10/22)  Janet Lazier 



 The middle school dance is Friday (10/14) in the gym, 8:00. The high school 

dance, is Friday, 10/21 8:00 in the gym. The big change from last year is that 

the JV game is not prior to the Varsity game, but will be held Friday (10/21) 

at Prep at 3:15 on the Prep field. The Varsity game will be held 10/22 at the 

La Cañada field against Viewpoint at 7:00 p.m. Prior to that will be the 

Powder Puff game, junior girls vs. senior girls. We have a full sheet of 

volunteers helping with ticket sales for In & Out burgers. Sales will begin 

4:30 and go until 8:30. We have Jane and Allison, two amazing football 

moms helping, and organizing a snack bar. Mike Lyman is helping with 

security.  

 Melissa Gerard: Homecoming is a safe environment, with lots of parents 

there. Not terribly “Friday Night Lights” but a great way for the community 

to get together and support the kids and Prep athletics 

b. Homecoming Breakfast  Melissa Gerard for Janie Herzog & Lisa Van 

Scoter 

 Friday before Homecoming – this is an opportunity to recognize (and take 

pictures of) the kids on the Homecoming Court. The Prep kitchen wants to 

support the kids on the court so they’re providing the food.  

c. International Exchange Lunches  Heather Lara 

 The first international luncheon will be Wednesday, 10/19, and will be 

Panda Express. We have 11 volunteers coming in that day. We have 215 

orders for a total of $1500, but our cost is $870, so we’ll have some profit. 

Students can also pay cash on that day. 

 Second lunch will be Mexican food, on November 16. 

d. Performing Arts Coordinator  Kim Hotti 

 Kim encouraged the parents to support Prep’s Performing Arts, which are 

varied and many of them are free. 

 Comedy Sportz is having their first match on Thursday the October 14th at 

7:00 p.m. in Miller Theater. Matches will continue on Thursday nights since 

there is no space available on Friday nights until February. We are running 

out of opponents, and are not getting funded. The kids on the team really 

enjoy doing this, and even spent last Saturday getting tips on how to 

improve.  

 Talent show Saturday 10/15 7:30 in Norris Auditorium.  

 Romeo and Juliet (Winter play) is holding a sleepover at school this coming 

weekend. Ms. Bierman is very enthusiastic, and has introduced this as a 

great way to bond. Show dates are November 10th – November 12th.  

 Spring play, for the upper school (grades 10-12) will be Kafka’s 

Metamorphosis. Auditions coming up. 

  42nd Street is cast. There is some ambiguity about if there’s still need for 

dancing. Rehearsals begin in November.  



 For the 75th anniversary of the Federal Theatre Project’s It Can’t Happen 

Here – Mr. Lewis has scheduled a tentative 10/24 live reading of the play. It 

will be first come first serve: no auditions, no blocking, and no rehearsals. 

 The Middle school play is The Illusion. It is in rehearsals, but doesn’t have 

solid dates yet. It will be performed in early December, four shows Thursday 

– Sunday.  

 Q: Is it usual to audition in the fall for the spring? A: Because the musical is 

42nd Street there’s a need to train tap dancers 

e. Spring Student Event  Melissa Gerard for Lorie Westmoreland 

 This is an event held every two years in conjunction with the Father’s Club. 

The Parents Association sets aside a significant amount of money for 

support. Generally it is held on a Friday or Sat night. Two years ago it was 

“Carnivale,” and it was an outstanding evening for the kids. Date of the 

event will be announced soon. Parents who would like to help should 

contact Lorie Westmoreland or Melissa Gerard. 

 

6. Grade Level Coordinators Reports 

a. 11th Grade GLCs  Meghan Gies and Kathy Swaidan  

 We just had our coffees.  

 JPD will be Saturday, November 19th. This is a fundraiser for the Prom, and 

the students are looking for donations for the silent auction. You don’t have 

to be an 11th grade parent to donate. Contact student Hayley Carter, 

Meghan or Kathy regarding donations. Invitations are going out in the next 

week or so. 

 

Announcements 

o On Saturday, October 22 before the Powder Puff game there will be a water polo match 

at the Prep pool. This is Prep vs. Poly—so wear blue!  

7. Adjournment – 9:28 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Paula Sigman Lowery 

Recording Secretary 

  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCHOOL WIDE 

10/11/11 Fathers Club Meeting – 7:00 pm – Chandramohan Library 

10/12/11 Back to School Night – 7:00 pm 

10/13-10/14 Interfaith Days 

10/15/11 Flintridge Prep Talent Show – 7:30 pm - Norris Auditorium 

10/16/11 ACL Special Olympics – 7:00 am – Prep Field 

10/17-10/21 Spirit Week 

10/19/11 Parent Association Mailing 

10/19/11 International Lunch – Panda Express 

10/21/11 JV Homecoming Game – 3:15 pm - Prep’s Field 

10/22/11 Varsity Homecoming – 5:00 pm – Powderpuff Game 

          7:00 pm – Football Game - La Canada High School  

10/30/11 Club 21 “Together is Better” Walk-A-Thon – Central Park, Pasadena 

11/4/11 End of 1st Quarter 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

10/14/11  Middle School Homecoming Dance - 7:00-9:30pm – Crawford Gym 

10/21/11 Author Mark Selznick assembly 

11/4/11 Middle School Community Service Day 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

10/12/11  PSAT – 10th and 11th grade 

10/19/11 College Financial Aid Night - 7:00 pm – Norris Auditorium 

10/21/11 High School Homecoming Dance – 8:00 pm – Crawford Gym 

10/27/11 Mark Sterner Assembly  “DUI: A Powerful Lesson”  

  Students – during school 

  Parent Assembly – 7:30 pm - Norris Auditorium 

10/31/11 9th Grade Trip – return 11/4 

Next Parent Association Meeting 

Tuesday, November 8, 2011 

7:00 pm Conference Room – Flintridge Prep 

Guest Speaker: Art Stetson  
 


