
Flintridge Prep Parents Association Meeting  

February 10, 2015 

 

Meeting called to order at 8:32 

Marshall Ayers welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Peter Bachman welcomed everyone to the start of 
the second semester.  He and the faculty had a meeting regarding the progress of students for the first 
semester and everything went well.   The seniors are engaged in their Identity class have attended a 
variety of lectures.  And it is an exciting time for seniors and their parents as they will all be making 
college decisions in just a few weeks.  The junior class will begin their college counselling, and are in the 
process of being assigned their college counselors.   Moving on to the sophomore class, preparations are 
in the works for the Sophomore Retreat.  The sophomores will be asked to imagine what the next two 
years will look like for them and their expectations for those years.  And lastly the freshman class will be 
asked to think ahead, and decide if they want to tackle Honors or AP classes in their sophomore year.  All 
of the students in all grades are being asked to look at their passions, and to discover what excites them.   

On February 9, the students enjoyed a very good assembly.  Mr. Joe Ehrmann was the guest speaker.  Joe 
was a player in the NFL, and is currently a motivational speaker.  He spoke about his book, “Seasons of 
life.”  The book is about life lessons.  Joe argues that most of us allow the outside cultures to define us.  
For example, women are encouraged to wait for a Prince Charming to rescue them, and are disappointed 
if they don’t find such a prince to rescue them.   

Gloria Ventura, Director of College Counseling was the guest speaker for the meeting.  Peter talked 
about a meeting that he and Gloria attended the previous week with the Board of Trustees.  In the meeting 
they discussed Gloria’s responsibilities and that she spends 40% of her time doing college counselling 
and 60% of her time doing personal counselling.   

Gloria mentioned about Prep changing her life in the last three years since she arrived at Prep. Gloria 
painted a landscape of college admissions, and said there were currently three main trends in counselling.  
Currently colleges are at a crossroads philosophically, focused on their bond rating and bottom line.  
University of California has a reduction in state funding, which means the school then has to funds raise 
on their own and make sure students graduate on time. 

The second trend is the changes to the new SAT which will take place spring of 2016.   

The last trend is the “Think Tank” at Stanford that looks at the challenge of success and conducts research 
on where students are going.  They are looking at how we are becoming an, “Anxious Culture.”  The 
following is just some of the information that has come out of the, “Think Tank.” 

 73% of the students listed academic stress as the cause for them taking drugs.   
 College students said that pressure from parents for getting good grades, are the main reason that 

they cheat.   
 Binge drinking was very common.  
 Two out of five students find it difficult to study.     

What do we do at prep to prepare the students for college? The first thing is knowing the difference 
between college counselling and college placement.  Prep is able to invest time with the student and 
identify the right college fit for the student.  The transfer rate for Prep students to transfer from one 
college to a different college is very low.  Last year the rate was only 2%, which is excellent!  This means 
that Prep is finding a true college fit for their students.  Of the students that do transfer, most of the 



transfers are so the student can be closer to home.  In college counseling, Prep emphasizes the “Journey”, 
rather than just the destination.  Gloria is talking to kids about what THEY want to do, to make sure the 
student is in on the decision making in selecting their college of choice.   

Finally, Prep works smart.  Much time is spent networking and making contacts with colleges.  In the area 
of test preparation, parents must understand that test prep has a shelf life.  It is a red flag when too much 
testing is done early before the testing process.  The students are working so hard studying the materials 
and that intense pace can only go on for so long, so it is important the students not start too early.   By the 
end of the junior year the students will have a lot finished in preparing for the college process.  

Gloria mentioned that at home, have faith in the home you have built and the values you have instilled in 
your students, and they should be fine.  Also in the learning process, rather than focus on the outcome of 
the grade, the focus should be on the learning component.   

Also be aware of signaling and modeling you are displaying for your children.   Gloria’s example was 
that “If you are the first one in the office complaining about a grade, your student notices this and thinks 
that is the way to handle life’s issues.”  Parents should immerse their student in something that the student 
likes and let them participate in those areas.   

There were many questions for Gloria, many of which were geared towards test preparations.  Out of the 
questions came the following information.  The shelf life for testing is 5 to 6 weeks.  Do not have the 
students start test preparations too far in advance.   If your child is not strong in a particular area (like 
English), then it is beneficial for the student to take a longer period on that particular subject. When 
students are testing multiple times, the colleges use the highest scores.   

A question was also asked if Prep has college tours.  Prep does not have organized tours but they can give 
you information on the schools you may want to tour if you are traveling to a particular area.  Prep 
encourages both the parents and the students to go on the tours.  Gloria also said to visit schools despite 
your students GPA; they should not be looking at the GPA as the only criteria for admittance.     

Gloria talked about “Forming a class.”  When Gloria was working admissions at Stanford, 30% of people 
going to Stanford did not have a “hook.”  A hook could be anything from being a student athlete, student 
of color, legacy, artist, or some other factor that helps a student get accepted to a college.     

Gloria said she has had discussions with students on fairness because the college process is not always a 
fair process, and for many kids the college process is their first realization that everything is not always 
fair. Colleges know what a good school Prep is and some of the colleges think that since Prep students 
have so much at their access, they expect a lot from the Prep students.   

A question was asked about “class ranking”.  Gloria said that when you go to a college tour and they talk 
about class rankings, the college information is usually not geared toward private schools.  Instead the 
tours are geared towards public school which does use the system of class ranking.  Prep does not use 
class rankings which is actually beneficial to us.     

Peter and Gloria both talked about the period of time when college admission letters are sent out, and the 
need for students to be respectful to each other.  It is a somewhat stressful time and sometimes comments 
are made that can unintentionally cause hurt to others.   

Executive Committee Reports: 

Recording Secretary: Jari Faulkner- No information to report. 



Membership: Monique Stevens and Susan Pai - Thanked everyone for their participation and 
membership.  This year a little over $27,000 was collected.   

Hospitality: No report 

Treasurer: Emily Martin – No information to report. 

Benefit: Chantel Bennett and Beth Hansen – The store “Patty’s Closet” is available for vintage clothes to 
wear to the benefit.  Information about the benefit is available on line, including being able to take a look 
at the menu.  There will be a dinner show and we have John C. Reilly as our Master of Ceremony.  Raffle 
tickets are available for the benefit.  Also if you would like to be seated with someone in particular, please 
put that on the special request portion of the RSVP.   

Parliamentarian:  Jeanne Case – There was a handout sheet with all of the new people slated for next year.   
We will be voting on them and will take the final vote at the March meeting. 

Senior Horizons: Allison Witter, Rose Wen, and Juliana Erdody are in charge of the Senior Horizon event 
for seniors.  The event is a two day event.  The first day the students will gather at La Canada Country 
Club and meet with teachers and alumni. The second day, there is a catered breakfast and then on to the 
Johnathan Club to meet with people currently in the field the student wants to get into.  The students will 
leave with a snapshot of what they can expect in college and beyond.   

Spring Luncheon: The luncheon will be held on May 13 at the Pasadena Hilton.  We will be honoring the 
senior moms and welcoming the incoming moms. 

Performing Arts Liaison: Paru Balagopal – The Sound of Music performance will be held on February 26, 
27, and 28.  Tickets are $10.00.  There is reserved seating and tickets usually sell out fast.    

GLC Reports:   March 14 is the rummage sale for the sophomore class.  The week of March 9, the class 
will be collecting dropped off items from the upper parking lot.  If you have large items, there will be a 
truck available to pick items up.  All funds raised will benefit the sophomore class.   

Other announcements: Next month will be our last formal meeting of the year. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 


