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              Memorial5K

Sunday, July 04, 2010 @ 8:00 AM

NW Corner of Huntington Drive 
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Kick off your 4th of July celebration with 
a 5K run/jog/walk through the beautiful 
city of San Marino. Bring your friends and 
family to celebrate the life and legacy of 
2nd Lt. JP Blecksmith ’99 and all service 
men and women who have and continue 
to serve our Country. The J.P. Blecksmith 
Memorial 5K benefits the J.P. Blecksmith 
Leadership Foundation. 

Visit www.jpblecksmith.org 
for more information.

Go here to Register!
www.jpblecksmith.org/5k.html
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May

Monday, May 3–Friday, May 14
AP Exams

Friday, May 14
Grandparents’ Day
Junior/Senior Prom

Thursday, May 20
Last Day of Senior Classes
11th Grade Class Retreat

Friday, May 21–Saturday, May 22
Senior Play, Miller Theater

Thursday, May 27
Spring Sports Awards and BBQ

Friday, May 28
Spring Dance Concert, Norris Auditorium

JuNe

Friday, June 4
Short day schedule:  end of fourth quarter
Upper School Awards Assembly, Norris Auditorium

Sunday, June 6–Thursday, June 10
Senior Class Trip

Monday, June 7–Friday, June 11
Final semester exams

Saturday, June 12
Baccalaureate and Senior Dinner,
Norris Auditorium and Ahmanson Plaza

Sunday, June 13
Commencement Ceremony, Pasadena Civic Auditorium

Tuesday, June 15
8th Grade promotion and Middle School Awards,
Norris Auditorium

Monday, June 21
Summer School begins

July

Sunday, July 4
J.P. Blecksmith Memorial 5K
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From the Headmaster
Taking Aim   

When asked to identify the most effective method of school assessment, 
noted Harvard educator Howard Gardner responded:  “Independent school 
peer review.”
 Long a practice in the private school world, peer review combines 
institutional self-study with a comprehensive analysis of all aspects of a school 
by fellow educators. While the process includes a close look at academic and 
financial data, the visiting professionals also visit all classrooms, examine 
the campus, and interview members of the various constituencies in order to 
understand a school in its entirety. California schools are jointly accredited 
by the California Association of Independent Schools and the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges every six years. Accreditation is a huge 
opportunity for introspection and long term goal setting.
 In the fall of 2008, on the heels of a highly successful five-year effort 
to enhance facilities, the Prep Board began a year-long strategic planning 
exercise, concurrent with the accreditation self-study. We hoped that both 
projects would blend into a coherent vision for the future. The faculty began 
that year with an overnight retreat to explore issues of creativity and risk-taking 
in the classroom. Inspired by the guitar and banjo playing efforts of Mike 
Mullins, Bob Loughrie, and Glen Beattie, teachers began to exchange innova-
tive ideas for teaching and learning. Over the next year, employees, trustees, 
students, parents, and alumni contributed to a strategy that signaled a 
new era for the school. Just as the previous five years had emphasized the 
“hardware” of facilities and research technology, so the next five would focus 
on the “software” of people and programs:  creativity, human development, 
and relationships and opportunities beyond immediate campus life. Within 
Prep, we seemed to agree on the essentials of our action plan, but would the 
accreditation professionals agree with us?
 On March 8, 2010, a team of five independent school educators from 
Northern and Southern California assembled for a three and one-half day 
immersion into our world. They graciously but intently scoured the campus, 
observing perceptively, listening intently, and reviewing documents and exhib-
its of student learning. During their visit, we proceeded with our daily lives, 
trying to pretend they weren’t here, all of us acutely conscious that we were 
under a microscope, anxious yet apprehensive about the feedback. Would they 
agree with our perception of ourselves?
 They did. In a series of commendations and recommendations on all 
aspects of the school, the visiting committee endorsed the strengths and growth 
opportunities we had identified in both strategic planning and self-study. The 
major commendations celebrated our achievements of the recent past, while 
the major recommendations focused on priorities for the future. (see page 3)
 In the Ethics, Aristotle stresses the importance of having clear goals:  
“Would we not, like archers who have a target to aim at, be more likely to hit 
the proper mark?”  The accreditation process helps us find our bull’s eye. 
Now all we have to do is hit it.

Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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	 MAJOR COMMENDATIONS (2010)

1  GoverninG BodY.  The Board of Trustees for thought-
fully and strategically devoting its energies to its three 
overarching charges: articulating and ensuring the 
School’s mission, hiring, evaluating and supporting an 
exemplary head of school and ensuring the financial 
health of Flintridge Preparatory School. (Self-study II, p. 2; 

VC meetings)

2 FinAnce.  The board of trustees, headmaster and de-
velopment office for successfully raising funds for capital 
improvements and to increase endowment through the 
Anniversary Capital Campaign. (Self-study III, p. 9)

3 develoPmenT/FundrAiSinG.  The Headmaster and 
Board of Trustees for strategically allocating resources 
to ensure the success of Prep’s development plan, 
including clearly defined roles for Board and administra-
tion, and increased development staff. (Self-study Introduc-

tion and Progress Report, p. 5; conferences with Trustees, administra-

tion, and staff)

4 AdminiSTrATion.  The administration for developing 
with full faculty involvement a comprehensive faculty 
evaluation system that focuses on professional develop-
ment and growth and that ensures that new hires are 
familiar and comfortable with the school’s overall goals 
and expectations. (Self-study Introduction and Progress Report, p. 

6; VC meetings)
 
5 FAculTY.  The faculty for its close relationships with 

students, its work ethic and its full engagement in the 
intellectual life of the community. (Self-study V-B, pp. 15, 16; 

VC meetings and observations)

6 STudenTS.  The Administration for implementing the 
first phase of the school-wide Diversity Initiative, invit-
ing students from five cohorts of “difference” (racial, 
gender, economic, intellectual, individual) to share their 
perspectives on, and stories about, their experience at 
Prep. (Self-study VI, pp. 14-15; VC meetings)

7 communiTY.  The Parents’ Associations for providing 
numerous opportunities for parents to become involved 
in the life of the school, both through service and finan-
cial donations. (Self-study VII, p. 1; VC meetings)

8 liBrArY.  The librarians and faculty for their active col-
laboration around research projects in and out of the 
classroom. (Self-study X, pp. 3-4; VC meetings)

	

FROM THE 2010 ACCREDITATION VISITING COMMITTEE REPORT

MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS (2010)

1  PhiloSoPhY.  That the Board and Administration 
follow the key recommendations of the Cheney Com-
munications Audit in order to crystallize the blending 
of the two central components of its mission, academic 
preparation and human development, and to develop 
succinct, precise and compelling language to convey 
the distinctive identity of the school in ways that evoke 
the school’s past, represent its present and point 
toward its future. (Self-Study IV, p. 9; Self-study XIII, pp. 3-4; 

Cheney Communications Audit Executive Summary) 

2 GoverninG BodY.  That the Board of Trustees assists 
the Development Office in expanding and building on 
the volunteer base, with a focus on alumni, established 
in the Anniversary Campaign as the foundation for a fu-
ture campaign and planned giving. (Self-study XIII, pp. 4-5)

3 FinAnce.  Further assessment of Prep’s current policy 
of setting tuition lower than comparable schools, in 
light of the concomitant, and potentially conflicting, 
policies of offering top-tier faculty salaries and sustain-
ing the school’s 25%/50% financial aid target. (Self-study 

XIII, pp. 4-5)

4 FAculTY.  That the administration and faculty articulate 
clear standards for teaching, including assessment of 
student learning and curriculum design, that draw on 
current theory and research around instructional best 
practices to use as benchmarks for the teacher evalua-
tion program. (Self-study XIII, pp. 1-3; CAIS standards; conversa-

tions with administration and faculty)

5 That the Assistant Headmaster, Director of Faculty De-
velopment and department chairs design opportunities 
for on-going faculty professional growth in pedagogical 
best practices, including a focus on the use of digital 
tools to enhance learning. (Self-study V-B, p. 16; Self-study 

XIII, pp. 1-3; administration, conversations with departments)

6 That the administration, faculty and staff listen intently 
to the voices and perspectives emerging from the Di-
versity Initiative and proactively chart a course through 
the next leg of Prep’s diversity journey, especially in 
the areas of curriculum, approaches to teaching and 
learning and cultural ways of being. (Self-study V-B, p. 16; 

Self-study XIII, p. 2)
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f you are part of the education world, it is 

spring 2008. The result is a 300-page 
Self-Study Report. And on Monday, 
March 8, five teachers and adminis-
trators from other California private 
schools checked into the Westin 
Pasadena and made their way to Crown 
Avenue, beginning the final stage.
 For a process that is, in no uncer-
tain terms, laborious, and at times, 
perhaps, a trifle boring, the impend-
ing arrival of a committee of one’s 
private school peers sparks the sluggish 
self-evaluation nerve into high gear 
and sets a valuable process in motion. 
Each department had to dig deep, 
evaluate where they were in their goals, 
and what they wanted to accomplish 
next. They had to write chapters of the 
report and meet with the visiting com-
mittee. All were present for the read-
ing of the major commendations and 
recommendations created by the visit-
ing committee at a final group meeting 
in the Miller Black Box Theater. By the 
end of the committee’s visit, mixed in 
with the exhaustion, there was a feel-
ing of renewal. It was over. We learned 
a lot, and according to the visiting 
WASC committee, so did they. 
 Hold on as we take you on a check-
ered fly-through of the very busy WASC 
week. Hopefully you get a taste of what 
was experienced on campus and what 
Prep had to say about itself. Now the 
story begins . . . . 

I
culminating conversations

Focus on the Future

WASC	2010

likely that you have heard of the 
Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, otherwise known as WASC. 
The organization is one of six educa-
tional bodies responsible for accredit-
ing public and private schools and 
colleges. The accreditation process 
involves writing a lengthy Self-Study 
Report, having a committee of one’s 
private school peers visit and observe 
the school, and receiving a report of 
major commendations and recommen-
dations during a final meeting with 
the visiting committee. The outcome? 
Good, very good. Prep received a six-
year accreditation and a vetted set of 
goals to guide our next institutional 
efforts. 
 The accreditation process is not to 
be underestimated and Prep wanted 
to be extra thorough in its preparation. 
So we did the unusual thing of start-
ing two years in advance. Spearheaded 
by our fearless Steering Committee 
Chair, Sarah Cooper, the faculty and 
staff at Prep have been preparing for 
the recent WASC committee visit since 
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Day 1
Monday, March 8

4:00 pm 

The Team arrives on campus.

Peter Bachmann and Sarah Cooper 
wait in the Administration Building 
living room—a white orchid on 
the table, a stack of Outlooks by the 
door, Karin Stamison poised for a 
friendly greeting. They, and the rest 
of Prep, are ready. 
 Finally it is time. Al Adams, Head 
of Lick-Wilmerding High School,
Elizabeth English, Head of Archer 
School, Suzanne Forrest, Assistant 
Head for Academics at The Urban 
School, J O’Malley, English Teacher 
and Junior Class Dean at Marin 
Academy, and Ray Endacott, Assistant 
Superintendant for Curriculm and 

Instruction at Village Christian School 
arrive. The visitors, armed with smiles 
and good will, are welcomed into the 
Administration Building. Introductions 
are made, and then Peter Bachmann 
leads the group out across Jorgensen 
Patio to take the Prep tour, with special 
attention paid to the new and notable 
Chandramohan Library.
 The 2004 WASC visitation report 
had commended the previous Jorgensen 
Memorial Library for its “warm and 
welcoming atmosphere,” but had also 
recommended that the school expand 
its physical space and increase its use 
for quiet study. With the new space 
and resources, Sarah Cooper said, 
“we really had fun with the Library 
section of the Self-Study Report. It was 
glowing, as it should be.”  
 Whereas “the 2004 report was 
mostly about facilities, the 2010 report 

is much more about programs and 
people,” said Sarah Cooper. In other 
words, six years ago we needed to work 
on the physical aspects of the campus
—the hardware—and that is what 
our Self-Study reflected. Now, we are 
ready to focus more on the people and 
programs—the software. In regards to 
this, highlights of the 2010 Self-Study 
involve human development, diversity, 
communications and development, 
the administrative structure, and the 
faculty evaluation system. 
 With the tour of campus complete, 
the visiting committee enjoyed a warm 
welcome by trustees, administrators, 
and teachers during an evening recep-
tion. Food always helps with a good 
first impression, and Sarah Cooper 
reported, “they think that the new 
kitchen staff is phenomenal.”WASC	2010

J O’Malley discusses professional development, curriculum, and library resources with the history department.
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Day 2
Tuesday, March 9

8:00 am

Class visits begin.

Meetings with Admissions, 
Development, P.E., English, Science, 
and Visual Arts Departments.

Nothing went unseen, reported Sarah 
Cooper. “The visitors went into just 
about every teacher’s classroom and 
really tried to look at how we teach and 
how students learn.”  The classroom 
visits informed commendations and 
recommendations for both students 
and faculty. Ultimately “they think that 
Prep is a wonderful school and that the 
student-faculty relationship we value 
really shows in our interactions.” 

The Development Department 
meeting was held at 1:00. WASC visit-
ing committee member and Head 
of Archer School, Elizabeth English, 
sat down with staff in the conference 
room and started off with a sound 
congratulations: “the development 
effort has been stunning for the last 
few years.” Not a bad way to start the 
conversation. 
 Director of Alumni Relations 
Jacqueline Epley ’97 shared advances 
that had been made in alumni out-
reach, including the new social media 
options, such as my.flintridgeprep.org 
and Facebook. Jacqueline feels, “we 
are able to communicate with alumni 
more regularly, which is great.” Then 
Ms. English shared that she actually 
“tweets” on the social networking site 
Twitter, and her school community 
loves it. 
 Another point brought up during 
the meeting was the important role 
parents play in the daily life of the 
school. Barbara Ealy, Director of 
Special Events and campus liaison for 
the Parents’ Association, expressed 
what tremendous support parents 
offer. In addition to their involve-
ment in fundraising, barbeques, golf 
tournaments, and awards ceremonies, 
“parents are overflowing with love and 
generosity for all that we do here.” 
Madeline Barraclough, liason for the 
Fathers’ Club, shared that Prep’s par-
ent involvement is “very collaborative.” 
Ms. English said that it is clear we have 
fostered “a community of kindness.” 
We would like to thank all the parents 
who help in this effort. The 7th major 
commendation of the visiting commit-

tee report acknowledges your excep-
tional involvement.

When 2:30 rolled around it was time 
for Ms. English to find out what was 
going on in Prep’s Visual Arts Depart-
ment. So she headed downstairs and 
met with Betty Urban, Sue Babson, 
Tim Bradley, and Stephen Oderkirk. 
Questions ranged from the mundane 
of scheduling difficulties to the lofty 
exploration of how we define art. 
When asked what the goals were for 
arts education at Prep, Tim Bradley 
offered the response that he wants 
to teach his students “that there is an 
alternative form of problem solving”—
a creative, non-linear one. Betty Urban 
in turn said that she wants to “take the 
fear out of drawing and give students 
self-confidence. Give students the basic 
skills that they can then transfer into 
other things that they do.” Sue Bab-
son added, “I want to show them how 
broad art actually is.” 
 The WASC process elicits the indi-
vidual voices of a campus community. 
Through the way the Self-Study is writ-
ten and the system of separate depart-
ment meetings, the visiting committee 
can hear distinct ideas and witness 
diverse ways of participating.
 As far as Stephen Oderkirk is con-
cerned, visual arts at Prep is healthy 
and thriving. “We feel valued and 
validated and important on campus.” 
Furthermore, down here “there is an 
informality, a calm interaction” be-
tween student and teacher. “We value 
a sense of trust and safety, so students 
can explore… We are very proud of 
their work.”

Suzanne Forrest from the Urban School 
in San Francisco meets with the deans to 
discuss academic advising and student 
support at Prep.
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Wednesday, March 10

7:30 am

The Foreign Language and Perform-
ing Arts Departments had to be up 
bright and early for their 7:30 meet-
ings with committee members. Of 
course there were more class visits, 
as well as a gathering in the College 
Counseling office before lunch. 

At 11:43 Midge Kimble’s office filled 
to the brim for the Grade Level Deans 
discussion. Visiting committee mem-
bers J O’Malley, English teacher and 
Junior Class Dean at Marin Academy, 
and Suzanne Forrest, Assistant Head 
for Academics at The Urban School in 
San Francisco, led the meeting. They 
were most interested in what functions 
the deans serve and how they do it. 

Question 1:  
What is your role?
Whoa . . . now that’s a big one. 
Where to start, or perhaps the better 
question, where to stop? 
Midge Kimble opens. “We oversee 
all academic and behavior issues.” 
The list continues with running “big” 
homerooms and leading grade level 
meetings. Laura Kaufman cleverly 
adds, “really, we are pattern detectors.” 
The deans sense out situations, 
problem solve, observe, advise, ask 
questions, and look for answers. They 
are in the mix of student life. Betty 
Urban’s particular style includes hang-
ing out near the lockers, eating with 
kids in the lunch area, and just being 
altogether visible to kids. 

Question 2:  
How are students academically 
placed? 
To this, the deans brought up the 10th 
grade retreat. It is a time when teachers 
can really talk to kids about their 
schedules, courses, extra-curricular 
activities, and goals. Teachers and 

Organization 
for Student Learning

•  school purpose
•  governance
•  school leadership
•  staff
•  school environment
•  reporting student progress
•  school improvement process

Support for Student
Personal and
Academic Growth

•  student connectedness
•  parent/community involvement

Curriculum
and Instruction

•  what students learn
•  how student learn
•  how assessment is used

Resource 
Management
and Development

•  resources
•  resource planning

1

2

4

3

Components of a WASC Self Study

source:  www.acswasc.org

students can work together to carve 
out a sensible and personal roadmap 
for academic placement. 

Question 3: 
What kinds of professional 
development opportunities are 
there for deans?
Everyone chimed in and a rather 
long list grew. Below is the truncated 
version of opportunities mentioned.

> Psychologist-led discussions on 
 different topics such as stress. 
> Deans meet for dinner every 
 quarter providing a time to share 

and discuss student issues.
> A Stanley King conference this 

summer, which is an intensive 
 educator experience through 

which one explores and develops 
adolescent advising skills.

Professional development and growth 
is a key aspect of the new faculty evalu-
ation system, and is acknowledged in 
the 4th major commendation made by 
the visiting WASC committee. 

Suzanne’s and J’s questions don’t 
stop here, but we are running out of 
space and time, so let’s head over to 
the History Department meeting. 
Everybody knows that this is where 
the action is…
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It’s 2:30 in room 26, packed with the 
history faculty. Yes, it is a little scary. 
This group is not to be trifled with. 
However, there is something kind 
of fun about seeing Mr. Ruch, Mr. 
Mullins, and Mr. Bachmann seated in 
student desks, while seniors mill about 
on the patio outside. 
 J O’Malley dives straight into 
questions about curriculum choices 
and teacher collaboration. Responses 
resound: “The kids petitioned to 
bring Michael Mullins’ History of 
Warfare class back. We listened” 
(P. Bachmann). The overwhelming 
message is that curriculum choices, 
beyond the standard curriculum, are 
driven by both teacher and student 
interest. Ingrid Herskind has devel-
oped an African History class, which 
was informed by her professional 
growth trip to Africa. Professional 

development opportunities are also 
taking Michael Roffina to a conference 
on Hinduism and Muslim poetry, 
which will inform the World Religions 
section of his class. 
 In reference to all the professional 
development teachers are doing, 
J O’Malley asks, “Are there forums in 
which to share what you’ve learned?” 
 Peter Bachmann responds, 
“I think that we can become more 
systematic about that.” While at the 
same time, John Ruch emphasizes 
the constant chatter and lunchtime 
conversation among colleagues, 
whether it’s about getting ready for 
the school year, or keeping sections 
moving at the same pace. Mr. Ruch 
says, “ I have always enjoyed talking to 
my colleagues about the profession 
of teaching.” This is the culture of 
Prep. Teachers who care about what 

SELF-STUDY
CALENDAR

Spring 2008
Put together committees 
and started preparing

Fall 2008
El Capitan Retreat with 
Faculty—opening discus-
sions about self-study and 
WASC accreditation

October 2008
1st committee 
meetings

March 2009
Drafts of chapters 
due

March-June 2009
Rivisions to drafts made

Summer 2009
Sarah Cooper proof-
reads, edits, and finalizes 
chapters

November 18, 2009
Board approves 
Self-Study document

December 1, 2009
Self-Study sent to 
WASC and CAIS (Califor-
nia Association of Inde-
pendent Schools)

January-February 2010
Gathering exhibits from 
different departments to 
show to WASC visiting 
committee members

February 18, 2010
Faculty meeting to review 
chapters and discuss any 
changes

March 8-11, 2010 
WASC visiting committee 
visits Prep

they are teaching, what others are 
teaching, and how best to do it. 
Teachers talk a lot. And J O’Malley 
acknowledges, “the dialogue within 
this school is so valuable.” 
 That intellectual exchange was 
acknowledged formally in the 5th 
major commendation, which states 
that the faculty is to be especially 
recognized for its “full engagement in 
the intellectual life of the community.”
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Thursday, March 11

The visiting committee members 
were given the alumni house living 
room to use as an office while on 
campus. There they could discuss their 
observations with one another, as well 
as write the final visiting committee 
report; and it is where they spent most 
of their time on Thursday, finalizing 
the document. At 2:30 the time had ar-
rived. Faculty, staff, and administration 
headed to Miller Theater to listen to a 
reading of the report.
 Al Adams, chair of the visiting 
committee, warmly greeted us all. 
He was gentle and enthusiastic, and 
said, “For the schools that take this 
process seriously, it is really an op-
portunity to be introspective, and has 
a tremendous payoff. It is a fulcrum 
point and springboard into the next 
chapter.” 
 This is precisely how Prep ap-
proached the accreditation process—
take note of what has been accom-
plished and look to what must happen 
next. We are moving forward from this 
point with clear goals and inspired pur-
pose. Before the reading of the major 
recommendations and commenda-
tions, Al Adams concluded by saying, 
“we all want to acknowledge you, thank 
you, and congratulate you!”
 Now it is time for the next chapter 
… But not without a celebration first.

Day 5
Friday, March 12

With the week behind them, Prep 
faculty and staff breathe a sigh of relief 
and renewal at a Friday afternoon 
party in the Chandramohan Library.  
Well done, everyone.

“As for the future, your task is not to foresee it, 

but to enable it.”

— Antoine de Saint-Exupery

Top:  Peter Bachmann and Vatche Hagopian speak with Al Adams, Chair of the Visiting 
Committee who read the final commendations and recommendations at Thursday’s gathering.  
Bottom:  Peter Bachmann recognizes Sarah Cooper at Friday’s celebration.
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Flintridge Prep held its annual Science 
Fair March 3-4. Over 120 projects filled 
the Crawford Family Gymnasium, covering 
a wide range of topics including animal 
behavior, human athletic performance, 
elder care, and environmental clean-up. 
 In addition to the traditional range of 
inquiry, it was the inaugural year of the 
8th grade Community Impact Projects. 
By combining science and service, the 8th  
grade projects needed to positively impact 
the community in a measurable way. 
Many 8th  graders worked with local non-
profit agencies, such as the Los Angeles 
Rescue Mission and the Humane Society. 
Each 8th grader was required to spend 
three hours helping a fellow classmate with 
their project. 
 With outstanding work from so many, 
a number of  middle and upper school 
students proceeded to the Los Angeles 
County Science Fair. Among them were 
Eli Weinstein ’12, who received the “Best 
of Fair” for high school, and Madi Witt 
’15, who received “Best of Fair” for middle 
school (shown below). Congratulations to all 
who participated.

S C I E N C E  F A I R
Take Note

Gautam Tammewar ’11

Teddy Willard ’14  placed 2nd with his 
project “Math to McKinley Elementary.”

Madi Witt ’15 and Eli Weinstein ’12

Melissa Kim ’14 explains her project, “A Chain Reaction of Compassion,” to classmates.

Dana Schoppers’12
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8 T H  G R A d E  C O M M U N I T y 

I M PA C T  P R O j E C T S

The Best of Fair recipient won $100 to 
donate to the charity of his choice.

Best of Fair Grady Willard
1st place Christine Kazanchian
2nd place Teddy Willard
3rd place Graeme Cranston-Cuebas
 
Creative Impact

1st place Brody Brown
2nd place Theo Ruffins
3rd place Ellie Taw 

Honorable Mentions

Juliana Clark, Carly Halili, Lauren 
Slowskei
 
Teacher Awards

Alex Blaine, Brody Brown, Jarren 
Heidelberg, Shaneli Jain, Rachel Lee, 
Connor O'Malley, Quinn Schwab, Tyler 
Scott, Ellie Taw

S C I E N C E  FA I R  AWA R d S

HIgH SCHOOl 
Best of Fair Eli Weinstein ’12
1st place Anand Ramakrishnan ’11
2nd place Dot Silverman ’10
3rd place Riana Lo Bu ’12

MIDDle SCHOOl 
Class of 2015 (unless noted otherwise)
Best of Fair  Madi Witt 

Biology
1st place Alyce Cho
2nd place Ally Graves
3rd place Will Boutin 

Physics, earth Science, 
Materials Science
1st place Richard Tegatz
2nd place Gareth Weiss
3rd place Patrick Minassians
 
Human Behavior & Performance
1st place Raphael Dreyfuss
2nd place Sophia Moradi 
3rd place Kevin Park

Sports and Athletics
Athletic Council on Leadership (ACL) 
Awards
Kyla Bradley, Scott Tsangeos ’14, 
Barrett Weiss
 
Best of Theme
Animal Behavior – Trishta Dordi 

Honorable Mentions
High School:  Kyle Eschen ’11 and 
Tommy Gautier ’11, Danny O’Leary ’10, 
Jack McHenry ’11 and Gautam 
Tammewar ’11, Nikhita Poole ’12
Class of 2015:  Kenalyn Ang, Chandler 
Browning, Cameron Carpenter, Sammy 
Case, Erin Chang, Trishta Dordi, Riley 
Jones, Morgan Keane, Olivia Markowitz, 
Neiki Rokni, Barrett Weiss

Teacher Awards
High School:  Anand Ramakrishnan ’11, 
Dot Silverman ’10, Eli Weinstein ’12
Class of 2015:  Kyla Bradley, Chandler 
Browning, Erin Chang, Alyce Cho, 
Jackson Codiga, Marina Corbisiero, 
Ronni Cuccia, Trishta Dordi, Raphael 
Dreyfuss, Mark Frazer, Bryce Lew, 
Patrick Minassians, Sophia Moradi, 
Richard Tegatz, Barrett Weiss, Madi Witt

S C I E N C E  F A I R

Alyce Cho ’15 is one of 20 students who 
advanced to the Los Angeles County 
Science Fair. 

Jack McHenry ’11



12

sPeaKers Call Us to aUtHentICItY

The Flintridge Prep Republican Club 
organized an assembly featuring Indepen-
dent Conservative Tammy Bruce. An open-
ly gay, pro-choice radio talk show host and 
author, Tammy Bruce defies preconceived 
notions about identity politics, and what it 
is to be a fiscal conservative. A strong pro-
ponent of individuality and tolerance, her 
political persuasion balances on the desire 
“to be free from the intervention of other 
people.”  Reflecting on her own choices, 
she challenged students to consider theirs. 
She spoke about the freedom of ideas, and 
how safe people feel having unpopular 
ones. She claimed, “If you’re not safe to 
have a new idea, you’re not even going to 
start thinking of it.” She proudly stated, “I 
own what I think . . . I’m not threatened by 
your differences with me. I want to become 
a better person.” She struck a powerful 
chord with students, many of whom filled 
the Studenmund Family Reading Room 
after the assembly to continue the conver-
sation. Ms. Bruce graciously responded 
to students’ questions and concerns, and 
stirred the pot of ideas for all to consider.

Organized by the student-athletes of the 
Athletic Council on Leadership (ACL), 
Prep hosted renowned professional football 
player, coach, philanthropist, and public 
speaker Joe Ehrmann, on March 12. He 
has been acknowledged by a multitude of 
organizations, and was named “Man of the 
Year” by the Colts, “The Most Important 
Coach in America” by Parade Magazine, as 
well as the National Fatherhood Initiative’s  
“Man of the Year,” to name just a few. Dur-
ing the assembly Joe encouraged students 
to focus on relationships with loved ones, 
involve themselves in community work, and 
eliminate false concepts of success. He also 
challenged students to reject restrictive 
assumptions about masculine and feminine, 
and to freely enjoy one’s individual identity 
without undue pressure from others. 
 The assembly was a great success and 
the topics discussed spilled out into the 
hallways amongst the students. A lunch with 
ACL members was held after the assembly, 
and student-athletes were able to engage 
him further on his message. The ACL men-
tors/coaches and Peter Bachmann joined 
Joe for a dinner at Taylor’s Steakhouse. It 
was a celebratory ending to a wonderful 
day. Joe left saying, “You guys have a lot of 
great things going on here with the ACL. 
I wish you all the best of luck.”

On&Off Campus

senIors exPlore 
College and Career 
lIfe CHoICes

On March 31–April 1, the seniors were en-
gaged in the two-day Senior Horizons semi-
nar, looking toward the opportunities and 
challenges of college. They were treated to 
a continental breakfast at the La Cañada 
Country Club Wednesday morning as Peter 
Bachmann welcomed them. A keynote ad-
dress by former Prep parent John Heil was 
given, and then the class dispersed for their 
first round of group sessions. 
 Prep alumni Ashley Woods ’06 and 
Umar Hussain ’06 returned from Loyola 
Marymount University and UC Irvine to 
discuss college life. They candidly responded 
to concerns and inquiries ranging from 
how to pick a major to how to address 
a problematic roommate. They suggested 
getting involved with clubs and organiza-
tions early, as they are a great way to meet 
people and engage in campus life. They 
also encouraged students to make good use 
of those class office hours—at some point Joe Ehrmann

Tammy Bruce
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Senior	HorizonS	2010

dAy 2
at the Jonathan Club

WelCOMe    
Kristina Espinosa, Senior Class Dean 

SPeAKeRS 
Acting Kate Randolph Burns 
Creative Writing  Tom Gammill
Art/Illustration Marla Frazee  
Business/Corporate Martha Brown
Entrepreneurial Keith Tobias
Law Janet Braun
 Patrick McLaughlin
Medicine Mark Gerard, M.D.
Psychology Mary Rotzien, Ph.D.
Science/Engineering Mark Davis, Ph.D.

lUNCHeON KeYNOTe SPeAKeR

Mohan Chandramohan, Parent of Alumna, 

Mika ’09 

    

dAy 1
at the La Cañada Country Club

KeYNOTe ADDReSS

John Heil, Parent of Alumnae, 

Jennifer ’02 and Whitney ’06 
 
gROUP SeSSIONS

Health & Nutrition    
Julie Jaime, Esteban Chavez
    
College Life    
Umar Hussain ’06
Ashley Woods ’06
   
Personal Relations    
Hilary Thomas

PROgRAM FOR PAReNTS OF SeNIORS  

“Breaking Away” hosted by 
Peter Bachmann and Midge Kimble

students will need a professor’s recommen-
dation, and getting familiar early is an im-
portant step in that relationship. But more 
than any other piece of advice, the two 
Prep alums encouraged graduating seniors 
to be open to possibilities, saying “dip your 
feet in anything, and find what you like… 
College is a time of exploration and Prep 
has prepared you well.” 
 Day two was held at the Jonathan Club 
in downtown Los Angeles. Seniors chose to 
attend two of eight meetings, representing 
different professional fields. The varied 
group of speakers was comprised of current 
and past Prep parents and trustees, and 
fields represented included engineering, 
business, law, acting, medicine, creative 
writing, psychology, art, and entrepreneur-
ship. A beautiful lunch was served and 
the event concluded with a speech by 
Mohan Chandramohan, who encouraged 
Prep seniors to “do good, while doing well” 
in whatever path they pursue. Many thanks 
go to Madeline Barraclough and Kristina 
Espinosa, the organizers of the event, 
and the parent speakers who shared their 
experience and wisdom. 
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“When I think of professional develop-
ment opportunities for my work here at 
Prep, I generally don’t imagine being 
able to combine both science and dance 
in one,” exclaims 7th grade science and 
dance teacher Hilary Thomas. However, 
on December 15 and 16 in the Bay area 
Ms. Thomas was able to integrate these 
distinct disciplines by participating in two 
dance workshops designed for Parkinson’s 
patients. Her interest in the connection 
between neuroscience and dance has been 
developing over the last few years, and 
the workshops put on by the Mark Morris 
Dance Co. echoed this vein of inquiry.
 “Every year in Life Science we cover the 
human brain, exploring the various com-
ponents, how it works, as well as what can 
go wrong. About two years ago, I decided 
to begin working on a dance performance 
about the human brain. As a result, I 
began researching the brain even further, 
meeting various neuroscientists across the 
country and talking with people who have 
experienced strokes, Alzheimer’s, Parkin-
son’s Disease . . . In speaking with some 
Parkinson’s patients, I heard about chore-
ographer Mark Morris’ creation of Dance 
for PD. I was fascinated to hear that dance 

danCe and neUrologY  Movement and the Mind

seemed to be the most effective physical 
therapy for patients with Parkinson’s.
    The more I learned about it, the more 
interested I was in starting up a dance class 
for Parkinson’s patients, possibly providing 
a meaningful community service oppor-
tunity for some of my advanced dance 
students.” 
 Beyond wanting to create dance classes 
through the Huntington Hospital for those 
with Parkinson’s Disease, Hilary Thomas 
has produced an entire show with her pro-
fessional dance company, Lineage Dance, 
that is based on movement disorders and 
other neurological impairments. They have 
performed this show in numerous locations 
from Glendale’s Brand Library to schools 
across Montana. Students at Prep also 
recently performed a dance based on the 
distinct hemispheres of the brain, entitled 
“Right Brain, Left Brain.” The choreog-
raphy was interlaced with spoken word 
elements describing the different responsi-
bilities and strengths of the two sides. 
 Hilary Thomas’ personal and profes-
sional investment in this interdisciplinary 
exercise has sparked interest in students 
at Prep, and will hopefully encourage new 
therapeutic opportunities for those in the 
area living with Parkinson’s. 

one drivinG Force Behind dAnce 

For Pd iS The PoWer oF dAnce 

To concenTrATe mind, BodY And 

emoTion on movemenT. ThiS 

inTeGrATed FocuS oF The Whole 

PerSon on movemenT iS uSeFul 

To PerSonS WiTh PArkinSon’S 

diSeASe. equAllY imPorTAnT 

iS The inherenT ABiliTY oF dAnce 

To PoSiTivelY AFFecT mood. 

— markmorrisdancegroup.org
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danCe and neUrologY  Movement and the Mind

“iT TAkeS one PerSon To creATe 

An exciTemenT And emoTion on 

cAmPuS.” — Sarah Randolph ’10

A new choice was made at Prep regarding 
the tradition of Career Day this year. 
The time had been set aside for the annual 
event, but the Student Senate, and in 
particular Assistant Commissioner General, 
Sarah Randolph ’10, felt the need to bring 
a different kind of energy to campus. 
The outcome of that decision created 
Prep’s first Global Awareness Week, held 
February 15-19. 
 Events were put on each day to immerse 
the student body in a globally- minded 
perspective. The Key Club, the junior 
class, and Amnesty International sold 
different items throughout the week to 
donate to Haiti relief efforts. In addition, 
special recycling bins were set up around 
the school so redemption proceeds could 
be given to Haiti. Students also passed a 

petition to President Obama to help end 
the abduction of Ugandan children. The 
film “A Quiet Revolution” looped through-
out the week in the library, where a huge 
walk-through exhibit entitled, “Building a 
Culture of Peace,” was also placed.
 The culminating event took place 
on Thursday, as the Southern California 
Invisible Children Legacy Tour held a 
presentation on northern Uganda. The 
two-hour assembly told the story of Rose-
line, a girl infected by HIV/AIDS at birth, 
and the experience of the two Legacy 
speakers present, Jolly and Ronald. Jolly is 
an ex-child soldier, who is now the Director 
of Invisible Children’s Ugandan operation. 
Ronald, once forced to witness the death 
of his uncle and threatened with abduc-
tion, recently finished school under the 
Visible Child Scholarship Program. The 
assembly was incredibly powerful. Sarah 
Randolph ’10 exclaimed, “the response to 
the Invisible Children was mind-blowing.” 
The speakers, she felt, made a measurable 
impact. “You can feel it when people feel 

global awareness  Student Senate Makes a Statement
like they can make a difference,” and 
in turn “it makes you feel like you can 
make a difference.”
 Following the assembly, students had 
the opportunity to meet Jolly and Ronald, 
and learn more about ways to get involved. 
Students then went to two break-out 
sessions. Twenty-three speakers were invited 
to campus, representing a wide range of 
local and global issues, from water conser-
vation to gang intervention. One of the 
favorites among the visitors was journalist 
and NPR correspondent Shirley Jahad, who 
spoke about Iran and her own sense 
of Iranian identity. 
 At Friday morning meeting the follow-
ing day, Sarah addressed the students, say-
ing, “All of you were presented with incred-
ible stories this week. You all have gained 
this new knowledge, but none of it matters 
if you don’t move forward with what you 
learned.” The global awareness committee 
passed out slips inspiring students to write 
down what they wanted to do with their 
new knowledge. Thanks and congratula-
tions go to the global awareness committee 
for developing such a significant experi-
ence for the Prep community—an action 
sure to beget another.

The Global Awareness Committee
Zach Myers ’12, Ellen Smrekar ’10, Sarah 
Randolph ’10, Casey Cousineau ’13, Frances 
McCloskey ’10, and not pictured but part of the 
committee is Alicia Dewell ’11.

NPR correspondent Shirley Jahad speaks with Jessica Gerard ’10 after her presentation on Iran.



Fiddler on the Roof

An unprecedented twenty percent of the Flintridge Prep student 
body, grades 7–12, participated in four spectacular sold-out 
performances of the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof,” March 18–21. 
Taking place in pre-revolutionary Russia, Tevye, a father marrying 
off his three eldest daughters, tries to uphold the traditions of his 
family and his faith. Christopher Adams-Cohen ’12 played Tevye, 
thoroughly embracing the character’s warmth and heartache. 
Tevye’s daughters resist long held traditions, insisting that times 
are changing and they want to make their own marriage matches. 
Double-cast, the daughters were played by Kate Bork ’10, Anina 
Denove ’10, Sophie Kaminski ’12, Jessica Montoya ’11, Brette 
O’Brien ’12, and Shelby Wax ’12. 
 Particularly captivating was the dream sequence involving Tevye 
and his wife Golde. Poised in a revolving bed, the couple is spooked 
by the ghost of Grandma Tzeitel and a nine-foot apparition drifting 
back and forth on the stage (aided by stilts). Again double-cast, 
Golde was played by Sarah Randolph ’10 as a solid, cool matriarch, 
while Alice Gammill ’10 played her with a grand ebullience. Not 
only students were involved on stage; the audience was delightfully 
surprised when the rabbi underneath the broad-rimmed black 
hat was revealed to be Irwin Russo, one of Prep’s beloved English 
teachers. 
 The production was an energized rendition of this classic, and 
congratulations are due to all cast members and the production 
staff,  including director Rob Lewis, choreographers Caterina 
Mercante and  Hilary Thomas, musical director Steve Hill, lighting 
designer Robert Parker, set contractor Patrick Ferry, and rehearsal 
accompanist Bill Schmidt. Jon Murray anchored the twelve-member 
orchestra.
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Choreography showcase

On January 22, under the direction of dance teachers Hilary 
Thomas and Caterina Mercante, students from 8th Grade Dance, 
Intermediate Dance, and Advanced Dance delivered exception-
ally creative performances at the Winter Student Choreography 
Showcase. Entitled “Dreaming,” the program featured explora-
tions of sleep and wakefulness. Employing props such as mattresses 
and glowing masks, the surreal underworld of the unconscious 
drew in the audience. The concert concluded with all three dance 
classes performing the popular dance, “Thriller” (music by Michael 
Jackson, choreography by Michael Peters and recreated by Ms. 
Mercante).

Spotlight

winter Play

Under the direction of performing arts teacher Rob Lewis, this 
year's Winter Play was a high-energy comic hit!  “Ring Round the 
Moon,” a witty look at social class, graced the stage with two hours 
of waltzing and shmaltzing. The story revolves around two very 
different twin brothers, Hugo and Frederic. Both were played by 
Kieren Mulroy ’11, who impressively exchanged an egocentric 
manipulative personality for its gentle, nervous counterpart. The 
malicious twin, Hugo, weaves a charade for the evening ball that 
focuses on the entrance of a beautiful lower-class ingénue, played 
by Sonora Miller ’10. With identity mix-ups, chases, and thrown 
fruit, the audience was treated to a well-performed mockery 
of high society breaking all the rules. Is there anything more fun? 
Congratulations to the entire cast and crew.
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BASKETBALL

leaGue CHaMPS!
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity basketball 
team had a truly outstanding season and 
played their way to another Prep League 
title—their 8th championship in the last 
nine years. The Rebels began their success 
with tournaments in San Diego, which set 
the pace for the season. The team also had 
noticeable wins against Palm Desert, La 
Salle, and Sierra Canyon. Their success, in 
and out of league, earned the Rebels the 
#4 seed in CIF. Though disappointed with 
a first round 46-44 loss to Oxnard Santa 
Clara in playoffs, the Rebels finished the 
season with an overall record of 18-7, and 
7-1 in Prep League. Kenyatta Smith ’11, 
who was named Prep League MVP as well 
as Team MVP, received attention from 
NCAA Division 1 programs. Coaches from 
Cornell, Harvard, Penn, Pepperdine, Princ-
eton, Stanford, and UC Berkeley watched 
him play or practice this season. The 
Rebels will have further spots to fill next 
year with the loss of two four-year starters—
Edmund Chow ’10 and Jonathan Woo 
’10, who both received 1st team All-Prep 
League honors. Second team All-League 
honors went to Kory Hamane ’12 and Nick 
Ostiller ’10. Edmund Chow also received 
Most Inspirational, and Nick Ostiller the 
Coach’s Award. Coach Ohara reflected, 
“Our team is about the relationships we 
forge throughout our time together. The 
camaraderie and unselfishness of indi-

viduals is remarkable. These teammates 
are creating lifelong memories with one 
another. Also, I am continually amazed at 
the character of these individuals as true 
student-athletes. They truly represent the 
ideals of Flintridge Prep.”

Boys’ Junior Varsity. This year was one of 
great promise for the boys’ JV basketball 
team. Composed of 11 freshmen and one 
sophomore, this young team was able to 
revitalize a Prep JV basketball presence. 
The team finished the year with an overall 
record of 15-4 and 6-2 in league play. With 
the best JV record in the last 11 years, the 
Rebels elevated themselves to the number 
2 spot in league. A collective effort was 
encouraged by captain and starting guard 
Harrison Jung ’13. Also, Chadd Cosse ’13, 
Kareem Ismail ’13, and Tyler Weakland ’13 
led the team as top performers. With such 
a strong first season, it appears the Rebel 
tradition of success at the Varsity level will 
continue as this talented class of freshmen 
goes forward. Coach Vance observed, “the 
best thing about our team was how close we 
were and how we came together through-

out the season being so young. Overall, 
I think this may have been the best team 
I have coached since coming to Prep.”  
Before they hit the Varsity level, these boys 
are looking to return to JV next year and 
take home the league championship.

Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity basketball 
team continued their tradition of success 
this year, finishing the regular season 
with a record of 20-6, and 10-2 in the 
Prep League for a 2nd place finish. Megan 
Musashi ’10 led the way for the Rebels, 
shooting an average of 18.3 points per 
game. Megan was named 1st team All-
League, while Deanna Watson ’10 and 
Kelsey Merchant ’10 were named 2nd 
team All-League. The Rebels earned the 
#6 seed in the Division 5aa playoffs, and 
advanced to the quarter finals. Coach Frost 
reflected on the season, saying, “I had a 
very experienced team this year, with eight 
seniors on the roster. We have improved 
throughout the year, and the girls had a lot 
of fun during the season. I’m very proud of 
their effort and the success that the team 
has had this year.”



rePlAY18

leaGue CHaMPS! 
Girls’ Junior Varsity. The JV girls’ basketball 
team had a very successful season. The 
team started off slowly with a tough 0-4 
pre-season record. With a roster of 13 
girls, nine of whom were freshmen and 
one who had never before played a game 
of basketball, the young team certainly 
had their work cut out for them. As league 
play began, they got their first win, and 
continued the streak by beating one team 
after another. The Rebels found their fire 
and used it every second of every game, 
and the overall improvement of play was 
dramatic. With every player scoring points 
throughout the season, the Rebels finished 
with a league record of 11-1 (12-5 overall), 
making this year’s JV girls’ basketball team 
League Champions for the first time in 
three years. Congratulations Rebels!  Coach 
Wieland proudly commented, “Every girl 
was an important part of the team. The 
girls accomplished what they did because 
they did it together. I am very proud of all 
of them.”  

leaGue CHaMPS! 
Girls’ Middle School. With an undefeated 8-0 
overall record, this year’s 8th grade girls’ 
basketball team became league champi-
ons. It was an exciting season that began 
with an overtime win against Mayfield 
Junior School. They continued to play 
competitively throughout the season, and 
the last-second shots against Rio Hondo by 
Chelsea Johnson ’14 and Maya Okamoto 

’14 exemplified their fighting spirit. They 
both combined for 21 points in that game 
to keep Prep alive. For the season, Maya 
was the team’s leading scorer, averaging 
15 points a game. Shaneli Jain ’14 and 
Chelsea Johnson ’14 were the team’s best 
rebounders and brought a great defensive 
and offensive presence to every game. As 
the #1 seed in the league tournament, 
the Rebels beat Clairbourne in the first 
game 23-11, and went on to play Poly for 
the championship. The girls won 29-24 in 
overtime, as Cassie Redding ’14 sealed the 
deal by sinking her free throws. The Rebel 
community is excited to see this strong play 

continue in upper school competition. 
 The 7th grade girls’ basketball team 
started off with a bang going 3-0 at the 
beginning of the season. However, they 
struggled in their next three games and 
ended the season with an overall record of 
3-3. Erin Kim ’15 led the team in scoring, 
while Chandler Browning ’15 contributed 
a tremendous effort both defensively and 
offensively. Marina Corbisiero ’15 rounded 
out the team as the Rebel’s leading re-
bounder. With good experience and basics 
in place, the girls can look forward to a 
strong 8th grade season.

SOCCER
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity soccer team 
had an exciting season with playoff hopes 
boiling down to the last minutes of their 
final game. The team finished the season 
with an overall record of 5-11-2, and a 
record of 1-4-1 in league play. Lead by the 
tremendous efforts of captains Drew Ed-
wards ’10 and Riley Wasson ’11, the Rebels 
fought for every point in every game. Team 
effort was never more present than during 
their game against St. Paul, where the boys 
won 3-0 and “played the best game in the 
last five years, tactically and technically,” 
says Coach Chavez. Three minutes away 
from making playoffs in the last game 
of the season versus Webb, the Rebels 
experienced a difficult defeat as they were 
unable to hold off  their opponents, los-
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ing 1-2. With exceptional highlights and 
difficult losses, this year tested the Rebels. 
But the team looks to return most of their 
roster and expects competitive play for the 
upcoming season. Special recognition went 
to four individual players—Drew Edwards 
received the MVP Award, Riley Wasson the 
Offensive MVP Award, David Russell ’11 
the Coaches’ Award, and Manuel Perez ’13 
the Rookie of the Year Award.

Boys’ Junior Varsity. This season was a great 
learning experience for the players and the 
coaches of the Prep boys’ JV soccer team. 
Their outstanding abilities were realized 
quickly as they started the season off 4-0-0. 
Growth and development were the goals of 
the season, and Coach Chavez celebrates 
his players by saying, “We had a blast get-
ting to know what kind of players we had, 
and put them in positions that best fit our 
team.”  The Rebels ended their season with 
a 7-0-6 overall record. The Rebels’ skills 
were highlighted in a huge 7-2 win against 
St. Paul, where they collectively played the 
best game of their season as a team and 
as individuals. As for individual honors, 
Cristian Garcia ’12 was awarded Offensive 
Player of the Year, while his counterpart 
Kurt Kozacik’13 received the Defensive 
Player Award. Robby Carroll ’13 and Joon-
Hyuk Kim ’12 were selected as Co-Coaches’ 
Award recipients. The Rebels are expecting 
a lot from this talented group in the years 
to come. 

leaGue CHaMPS! 
Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity soccer team 
had a spectacular season, finishing with a 
13-4-1 record and a Prep League co-cham-
pionship—only the second league cham-
pionship in Flintridge Prep's long history. 
Highlights of the season included a 5-2 win 
over rival Poly, a 2-0 victory over Chadwick 
(the first in six years), and 2-1 victories 
over La Cañada and San Marino. Perhaps 
the most exciting game of the season was 
a 3-0 win over Mayfield that clinched the 
league championship. The team was led 
by its three co-captains, Kaitlin French 
’10, Brooke Elby ’11, and Alina Okamoto 
’11. Elby and Okamoto were the scor-
ing stars of the team, with 12 goals each, 
which earned Okamoto the MVP Award 
and Elby the Offensive MVP Award. The 
strong defense held league opponents to 
less than one goal a game on average. The 
Defensive MVP Award went to Stephanie 
Bathke ’12, while the Coaches’ Award went 
to another outstanding defensive player, 
Kaitlin French. Head Coach Chavez did a 
masterful job of guiding a team that started 
six freshmen and only one senior through 
a very tough schedule. All but two of the 
schools on the team's schedule qualified 
for the CIF playoffs in their respective 
divisions. This young team looks to run the 
table in the next three years. With most 
of the team returning for next season, the 
future looks very bright for girls’ soccer at 
Prep.

Girls’ Junior Varsity. The girls’ JV soccer 
team had a competitive season, ending 
with an overall record of 7-6-1, and a 
league record of 3-4-1. The team worked 
hard on improving skills and conditioning, 
and Coach Riehl says, “The girls did a won-
derful job of always supporting each other, 
working hard in practice and constantly 
having a positive attitude.”  Sam Davies ’13, 
Sydney Golombek ’11, and Elise Partos 
’11 were the team’s leading scorers, all re-
cording a total of 7 goals each. This year’s 
Offensive MVP was Sam Davies, while Mari 
Paulson ’12 was awarded Defensive MVP. 
Leanne Norden ’13 was named the Most 
Improved Player. With little to no experi-
ence playing soccer she became a great 
impact player for the Rebels. Olivia Gaines 
’13 received the Coach’s Award for her 
positive attitude and always making it fun 
to be at practice. The team looks forward 
to next year with new players, return-
ing players, and a few girls moving on to 
continue their success as part of the Varsity 
soccer team. 



20 Alumni Profile
erring on the Side of opportunity  

Nicole Streeter ’90 

 
“I’ve been honing my [professional] 
skills along the way, but keeping 
my eyes open to opportunity . . . 
it’s ok to be interested in lots of 
things.”

Nicole Streeter ’90 loves 
living in Washington DC, 
which she refers to as “the 
little big city.” Working as 
Deputy General Counsel for 
DC Public Schools, she is deep 
in the mix of local politics and 
education policy. “People in 
DC are very passionate and 
participatory in local politics,” 
says Nicole, and she has enjoyed 
being a part of it all. 
 Her parents, Martha and Elwood, 
still live in the same house in Altadena. 
Retired now, they visit Nicole often. 
Her mother just returned from an 
annual visit that takes them to New York 
for a long weekend of Broadway shows. 
Attending five plays in three days, Nicole 
refers to the annual trip as the Broadway 
marathon. 
 The idea of drama appealed to her 
as a student at Prep, but Nicole loved 
playing basketball, especially for Coach 
Ruch. So much so, that even though 
she had a desire to perform, and drama 
teacher Scott Myers encouraged her to 
give the Norris stage a try, she focused 
intently on her game—even doing track 
in the spring to keep up her stamina. 
Athletics has remained an important part 
of Nicole’s life. Although an East Coaster 
now, Nicole is still a tried and true Lakers 
fan, as well as a season ticket holder for 
the DC Wizards and her college team, the 
Georgetown Hoyas. She is also a devoted 
cyclist and runner, and has completed two 
Marine Corps marathons and the Virginia 
Beach Rock ‘n’ Roll half marathon. 
And yet, Nicole feels like she might have 
missed out on something by not getting 
up on that stage in high school. 

 After graduating, Nicole went to 
Georgetown’s School of Foreign Service, 
imagining that she would one day take a 
job in a far away place. But upon gradu-
ating she headed back to California to 
attend UC Berkeley’s Boalt School of 
Law and has been working as a lawyer in 
Washington DC for the past 13 years. 
She has held various prestigious positions 
including trial attorney for the Depart-
ment of Justice, Director of Legal Services 
for Covenant House, Legislative Counsel 
for the Chairman of the City Council, 
and her current position as Deputy 
General Counsel for DC Public Schools. 
And again like her devotion to basketball, 
her devotion to the law has been rich 
and rewarding. 
 Throughout this tightly knit pro-
fessional course, Nicole has thought 
earnestly about the interests that were 
percolating as a graduating senior at Prep. 
Thinking back on Mr. Myers’ encourage-
ment to try acting, she now reflects, 
“he was right! I should have. I have a 
strong affinity for the arts.” And so, Nicole 
let that instinct find a voice years later, 
not just by participating in her annual 
Broadway marathon with mom, or from 
her seats at the DC Opera, but by finding 
out what her own creative process could 

produce. She started with a 
screenwriting class, and has 
since taken two other writing 
classes. She was also recently 
invited to participate in the 
famous 48 Hour Film Project, 
which will be happening 
about the same time this pub-
lication arrives.
 “The 48 Hour Film 
Project is a wild and sleepless 
weekend in which you and a 
team make a movie—write, 
shoot, edit and score it—in 
just 48 hours . . . the Project 
encourages filmmakers and 

would-be filmmakers to get out there and 
make movies.”
 In addition to following that creative 
instinct, Nicole is also honoring her long-
time desire to work abroad. During our 
interview, Nicole mentioned that she had 
gone to Ghana and Thailand with Habitat 
for Humanity as a volunteer. She said that 
she would love to eventually lead a trip. 
A few weeks later, she emailed to say 
“an added event in my life—I was asked to 
lead a Habitat for Humanity International 
trip to Kenya this summer and I accepted. 
I will be there from June 26–July 16. I am 
hoping to eventually lead a trip to Haiti 
once HFHI resumes international trips 
there. (And I may try and get in another 
HFHI trip in this year—hopefully to 
India).”
 Even with such exciting travel plans, 
one can always look forward to coming 
home. On her last visit, she and twin alums 
Megan’90 and Erin Wier ’90 ran into 
teacher Vatche Hagopian at Green Street 
Restaurant in Pasadena. It was a brief 
preview of the connections Nicole made at 
this year’s reunion on May 1. For Nicole, 
Prep is “first and foremost about the 
people and personalities.” But it was also 
great to see all the new performing arts 
spaces.                          
        — Anne Wullschlager
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1948
MARSHAll ARNOlD, JOHN 
eVANS, RAlPH FleWellINg, 
and FRANK COBB (below) met 
for their annual luncheon at the 
Red Robin in Torrance. According 
to John, “What’s left of the class 
of ’48 met for lunch on December 
15. Barring sickness and vacation 
we would have had six there. 
Frank drove all the way from 
Santa Maria to have lunch with us. 
Ralph and I agreed to a Flintridge 
challenge… that we have known 
one another for 75 years…longer 
than any other Flintridge grads. 
We grew up across the street 
from one another in La Cañada 
and went to Kindergarten and 
grade school together.”

1948

re-activated to assist in the revival 
of defunct local station KTHO 
590!  Bill (above) is the father 
of two, grandfather of four, and 
enjoys bicycling, cross-country 
skiing, and camping.
 NeD lOOS’ hobby, as it was 
during his time at Flintridge, 
remains model railroading. He 
helped form a club in Oregon, 
which displays layouts at various 
venues to share and promote the 
hobby. He is enjoying retirement 

1959

of four years—spending time 
with his granddaughters, model 
railroading, and volunteering as 
a tax preparer for the elderly and 
low income. (See above.)
 FReD PlAISTeD has three 
children and five grandchildren, 
and has recently retired from 

1955
eD FOUNTAIN and JUD BReSlIN 
attended the BCS Rose Bowl 
game with their families. 
According to Ed, they were 
“rooting (of course) for the 
winning team—Alabama!” 

1959
JIM KelleY is an oceanographer 
who has spent 45 years studying 
the oceans of the world. In 2001, 
he retired from San Francisco 
State University where he was the 
Dean of the College of Science & 
Engineering for 27 years. He also 
served as President of the Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences from 
1981–1993. Currently Jim works as 
an expedition leader for Linblad 
Expeditions. Additionally he en-
joys building traditional wooden 
boats, wildlife photography, and, 
of course, spending time with 
his wife, two children, and three 
grandchildren. 
 BIll KINgMAN has been 
in Radio broadcasting since 
1959—Pasadena, Escondido, 
Gilroy-San Jose, Reno, and Lake 
Tahoe. Bill retired in 2001, but 

1959 1959

driving big rig trucks. After almost 
nine years and more than 800,000 
safe miles, he has seen all the 
lower 48 states and Canada. 
Before trucking, he spent many 
years as a computer animator 
doing post production special ef-
fects for TV and motion pictures. 
He recruited and trained more 
than 200 animators both here 
and in Indonesia. After college, 
he spent 20 years as a portrait 
photographer specializing in 
performing artists. Fred (above) 
is currently producing limited 

Rollover an IRA to Flintridge Prep to help a 
great cause and get tax savings! 

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 permits taxpayers age 701/2+ to make direct 
distributions from a traditional or Roth IRA to a non-profit organization, such as 
Flintridge Prep, while excluding the distribution from their gross income. The 
maximum distribution allowed is $100,000 per taxpayer per year.
 Please consider making a charitable IRA rollover to Prep. Consult your tax advisor 
about how a charitable gift from your IRA will impact you. Your gift can make a 
difference to Flintridge Prep and make a difference in your taxes!   
 For more information about a charitable IRA rollover or other ways to help secure 
Prep’s future, please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, at 818.949.5524 
or by email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

Take the plunge!
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edition prints from his travels, and 
is creating original artwork using 
oils, acrylics, and 3D computer 
software.
 MIKe POTTAge spent 35 
years as a reporter, political 
columnist, and editor at a number 
of newspapers. He was heavily 
involved in the political arena at 
the national, regional, and state 
levels. When he took an early 
retirement to provide support 
and care for his wife, it gave him 
an opportunity to “put his writing 
and design skills to work assist-
ing web developers who employ 
talented computer specialists, 
but who often need the services 
of a writer/editor.” His recollec-
tions of Flintridge Prep include 
“at age 14 I knew I wanted to 
write and my particular interest 
was politics. The ability to pursue 
and achieve those goals reflected 
the thoughtful instruction of my 
teachers and the peer pressure 
of all those classmates who were 
so much smarter. Perhaps TOBY 
WeSTBROOK had an insight into 
what was in store for me when he 
remarked that I was so conserva-
tive I would drive round the block, 
making three right turns, to avoid 
making one left turn. There has 
not been a day in which I did 
not put the lessons learned at 
Flintridge Prep to use in my daily 
life. Prep follows me even into 
retirement. I find woodworking 
projects most rewarding, and 
my first exposure to the craft oc-
curred under the watchful eye of 
Mr. Jardine. Mrs. Campbell and 
Mrs. Gusweiler taught me I could 
learn, and how to do it. History 
and politics are inseparable, and 
Mr. Fasken and Mr. Denniston 
made history a fascinating, life-
long reading habit. Mr. Smith 
corrected my grammar, while Mr. 
Rose worked on spelling in an 
age before spell check. Mr. Low-
ery never wavered in his support, 
while Dr. Dickinson was aligned 
with my mother in an effort to el-
evate grades. Mr. McKee, one of 
the kindest men I’ve known, could 
straighten you out with a stare, 
and Coach Wood taught winners 
how to be graceful no matter 
what the outcome. It all was a 
team effort. Structure, discipline 
and challenge were just what this 
student required and Flintridge 
Prep provided it.”  

 DeNNY ReA worked as a 
commercial real estate broker 
for 30 years, with firms such as 
CB Richard Ellis, Grubb & Ellis, 
and Colliers International, and 
began his own company in 2006. 
He tutored ESL students for four 
years, and currently works at a 
28-day inpatient alcohol & drug 
rehab center. Expanding into a 
new profession, Denny is working 
toward his MA in clinical psychol-
ogy at Antioch University, so he 
can continue advancing in the 
alcohol & drug counseling field. 

1960
ClAUDe-AlAIN BURDeT is a 
“lawyer with a social conscience,” 
currently practicing law (in English 
and French) in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, where he lives with his 
wife, Janet and their five chil-
dren. He states that, “Somehow 
I grew up to become a citizen of 
the world, and after establish-
ing a successful academic and 
industrial career in the US, with all 
the material trappings, I decided 
to leave the country (for what it is 
not...yet), and to raise my family 
elsewhere. At the same time, 
and in all the humility of its first 
foreign student (and, I believe, 
first non-English speaking stu-
dent), I want to praise Flintridge 
and its evolution in a direction 
which is heartening and promis-
ing. Flintridge and my classmates 
have added to my ‘life story,’ and 
showed me how to love the US 
for what it can be, and I still do, in 
a real way, without nostalgia.”  
 Retired owner of Dolman 
Associates, Insurance and Finan-
cial Planning, SAM DOlMAN 
built his retirement home in 
the resort community of “Eagle 
Crest” (Redmond, OR) and enjoys 
the great outdoors!  He writes, 
“A really special part of our 50-
year reunion was being able to 
share some time with Tom and 
Ginny Bradbury (pictured above). 
Tom was—still is—a gifted coach 
and teacher, who meant a lot 

to me during my years at Prep 
through his inspiration and per-
sonal encouragement.” 
 After leaving Flintridge, JOe 
DUNN went to Ohio State for 
Chemical Engineering, and then 
transferred to UC Berkeley. “I 
left Cal for a stint in the Army, 
got married and returned to Cal 
Berkeley and got a Chem. E. 
Degree. I worked for Bechtel and 
Canadian Bechtel Ltd. in project 
estimating. I went into technical 
sales, transferred to Denver in 
1974, and switched to Commer-
cial Real Estate in 1978. Now I 
have my own business special-
izing in tough deals and deals re-
quiring creativity and persistence. 
Love it. So far, I haven’t consid-
ered it work, so there really are no 
plans to retire. Used to fly small 
aircraft; now spend spare time 
helping the two grandchildren in 
Colorado and playing keyboard 
accompaniment for a choir at our 
church.” Joe and his wife, Trish 
(below), have been married 43 
years and have two children and 
four grandchildren. 

skiing, so he retired and now 
teaches skiing a few days a week 
at Sugar Bowl on Donner Summit. 
In the off season, he and his wife, 
Sue, pursue art interests —paint-
ing and pottery—and travel. 
 TOM HOOVeR became a 
math professor after earning a BS 
in mathematics from the Univer-
sity of Redlands, a MS from San 
Diego State, and a PhD from the 
University of Michigan. He has 
been a Professor at the University 
of Hawaii since 1972, including 
five years as department chair. 
He and his wife, Anna, have two 
children and one grandchild. 
“I guess the real story of my life 
is that I left Prep and went off 
to college like everyone else. I 
decided I liked college and have 
stayed there ever since. Maybe 
now after 50 years it is time to 
go out into the real world. I look 
forward to retiring this summer.”  
 BOB lAMSON (below) has 
co-founded four businesses, each 
of which were sold when reaching 
their intermediate stage of suc-
cess. Presently he is developing a 
water oven for both domestic use 
and small restaurant markets. He 
and his wife, Liz, who have been 
married 45 years, enjoy traveling 
together and spending time with 
their daughters and grandkids. 
“We also enjoy wooden sailboat 
sailing/racing and sea kayaking 
at our summer home on Orcas 
Island, WA. I am a longtime 
Washington Huskies and Seattle 
Seahawks football fan.”

1960

1960

1960

 RORY HAYDeN spent two 
years in Thailand installing sanita-
tion and clean water systems, and 
then spent several years in medi-
cal services planning and man-
agement. The rest of his working 
years were in designing, selling, 
and installing software systems 
in the ski industry. He grew tired 
of sales and management, which 
was keeping him from actually 

 NORM MITCHell is married 
and resides in South Pasadena. 
He has one daughter, CAReY 
MITCHell McgOWAN ’84, two 
sons, KINDeN ’88 and Jonathan, 
and seven grandchildren. One of 
his stepsons, ROSS FIPPINgeR 
is a member of the Class of 1999. 
He is a senior director at the 
commercial real estate brokerage 
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company Cushman & Wakefield, 
Inc., and has been involved in 
the negotiation of over 10 million 
square feet of office lease and 
sales transactions, representing 
both landlords and tenants. 
In addition to being a former 
trustee with Flintridge Prep, he 
has served on many boards. He 
loves to garden, travel, and is 
involved in various wine and food 
societies. 
 FRANK OlSON (below) spent 
much of his career working in 
various capacities in the educa-
tion industry, with his most current 
role being the Performing Arts 
Facilitator for the Elliott County 
Board of Education in Kentucky. 
In this capacity, he directs the 
new 318-seat performing arts 
center. In addition to work, Frank 
stays busy singing bass in the 
TruTones, a four-part a cappella 
group, and using his private pilot 
certificate to fly his Cessna 150L. 
For 15 years, he was a member of 
the Leadership Team of Prisoner 
Visitation and Support, and a 
volunteer visitor at the Ashland, 
KY, Federal Prison, which is a 
national group that visits prison-
ers in the federal system who do 
not get visits. Often he was the 
first visitor a prisoner had known 
for many years. “Since 1974, my 
wife, Ann, and I have lived on a 
100 acre hill farm in Elliott County, 
KY, in the Appalachian highlands 
on the Cumberland Plateau. We 
live 15 minutes from a loaf of 
white bread and 30 minutes from 
a loaf of whole wheat bread! 92 
of our acres are forested. We are 

1960

Interest rates are down. 
Don’t let your income dwindle. . . 

Earn more with a charitable gift annuity
with Flintridge Prep!

A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the 
rest of your life, offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and 
also support Flintridge Prep. Gift annuities can be created 
with cash, securities or real estate. Payment rates are 
based on age. Below are a few examples of our guaran-
teed annual payment rates*:

Rates for an Individual               Two lives – Joint and Survivor    
Age Rate Younger Older Rate
65 5.3% 65  66-70  5.0%
68 5.5% 68  71-74  5.2% 
70 5.7% 70  72-75  5.3% 
73 6.0% 73 77-79 5.6%
75 6.3% 75 80-81 5.8%
78 6.7% 78  80-81  6.0% 
80 7.1% 80  85-86  6.5% 
83 7.7% 83 85-86 6.8%
85 8.1% 85  88  7.3% 
88 8.9% 88  88  7.7% 

For more information, please contact Yuki Jimbo, 
Director of Development at (818) 949-5524 
or by email:  yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

* Rates in effect through December 31, 2010.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.
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presently applying to be part of 
the Carbon Sequestrian Program 
of the Chicago Climate Exchange 
through the Mountain Associa-
tion for Community Economic 
Development (MACED).”
 ROBeRT QUINN (below) 
shares, “I was member of the 
Agricultural Air Quality Task Force 
under President Clinton and 
served representing Washington 
State for four years. My principal 
love is teaching in meteorology 
and wetlands science. It never 
gets stale as the weather is always 
changing, and the wetlands work 
is field oriented so there is a new 
wetland marsh in every job. I 
am known as a story teller in my 
courses and will probably keep 
working until the winter of the 
‘blue snow’ in 2020. That would 
make me 78, but the grandkids 
want me to wait at least until they 
can take my classes which would 
be 2015, or about 73. We shall 
see!” 

1960

1961
TONY CHAMBeRS is “loving 
the warm, dry, winter weather in 
Tempe; can't believe 50 years 
have passed since I was in Mr. 
Fasken's classes; am wondering 
when I might retire; and hope to 
visit the campus one day soon.” 

1968
BIll ABelMANN is happily 
retired after working 36 years, all 
but three years with Grosvenor, 
a London based real estate 
development and investment 
firm. “My last role was CEO of 
the North American division of 
the company, overseeing four 
office locations (San Francisco, 

Washington DC, Vancouver, and 
Calgary), and a portfolio worth 
$2.5B. That position was based 
in San Francisco. I have been 
married for more than 33 years to 
a wonderful woman, and I have 
three grown children all happily 
married, and three grandchildren. 
Spending time with my children, 
grandchildren, and good friends 
is part of the new chapter in my 
life, along with addressing the 
numerous things one puts off 
when working full time.”
 JIM WelCH (right) had a full 
year of recitals in 2009, with per-
formances in Virginia, Oklahoma, 
Hawaii, Utah, Berkeley, Solvang, 

Lompoc, Ojai, and Palo Alto. 
Last August at the Mormon 
Tabernacle in Salt Lake City he 
gave the premiere performance 
of an organ symphony by Rulon 
Christiansen. In January 2010 

1968
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in South Pasadena he gave the 
opening concert of the centen-
nial year of the Los Angeles 
Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists. His wife Deanne 
continues as a nurse manager at 
Stanford Hospital. Their two boys, 
Nicholas (11) and Jameson (10) 
are involved in school, sports, 
skiing, and music (Jim is their 
piano teacher). 

1970
TeX HAINeS is “still making 
skimboards in Laguna, hanging 
on by my fingertips, luckily mar-
ried for 28 years, with one 14 year 
old daughter.”  
 NeVIN HeDleY shared, “I 
can’t believe how fast the time 
passes. I’ve lived in New York 
City for many years now, and 
absolutely love it. I manage and 
direct theatre all over, but am 
based here, and have been with 
the Broadway production The 39 
Steps for over two years. I also 
directed the national tour, which 
is currently crisscrossing the 
country. I acted, taught, and even 
worked in radio before begin-
ning life behind the curtain well 
over 20 years ago. I also spent a 
number of years in the UK in the 
’80s. I now divide my time primar-
ily between NYC and Mexico, 
where we are hoping to buy a 
second home. I still own property 
in LA, and my parents are there 
as well, so I do get out every now 
and then.” 
 STeVe MARBle shares, “It’s 
hard to believe that 40 years 
have passed—a lifetime ago. I 
am looking forward to catching 
up and renewing old friendships. 
As far as the stats go—I’ve been 
married for 33 years, have a son 
and daughter who’ve graduated 
from college, and am an editor at 
the Los Angeles Times, a job that 
has indulged my love for writing 
and travel.”  

 BRAD SMITH (above) has 
been living in Corvallis, OR for 
almost 27 years. “I was a faculty 
member at Oregon State Uni-
versity, College of Veterinary 
Medicine for close to 20 years 
before leaving about seven 
years ago. I spent most of the 
university years teaching various 
aspects of physiology to the first-
year professional students and 
internal medicine to the third and 
fourth-year students. My primary 
research area was reproductive 
endocrinology. Politics aside, 
they were very good years and 
I would like to think productive. 
About seven years ago I left the 
university and have been invest-
ing full time in commercial and 
industrial property since then. 
While it was a bit of a change, it 
has actually been a lot of fun and 
opened up an entirely new series 
of options and directions. About 
five years ago I learned to fly and 
have had a great time wandering 
around the nooks and crannies of 
the Western US. Karen and I have 
been together almost 17 years. 
She has two kids (three grandkids 
between the two of them), while 
I have two boys sans grandkids 
so far. My eldest is across campus 
from JOHN UMBReIT at the Uni-
versity of Arizona getting his PhD 
in theoretical math. I have given 
up trying to understand what he 
is actually studying—I seldom 
make it to the second sentence 
without my eyes glazing over. 
Hope to see you at the 40th.”
 BIll WIllIAMS and his wife, 
Melissa, will be celebrating their 
35th wedding anniversary this 

summer and have two sons, Peter 
(26) and Tim (23). Tim will be get-
ting married in August in Eugene, 
where he and his fiancé went to 
school. “I’ve been in the com-
mercial real estate management 
business in the Pacific North-
west my entire career and work 
for Principal Financial Group, 
managing a portfolio of proper-
ties owned by CalSTRS in Seattle, 
Portland, Northern California, 
and Texas.” 

1972
TIM PORTWOOD has returned 
to Stanford as Vice President 
for Development for Stanford 
Hospital and Clinics. He is also 
still of counsel with Marts & Lundy. 

1978
ROBeRT PARKeR had two works 
published this winter: “Fanfares 
for Brass, Choir, and Organ,” 
published by Emerson Music; and 
“O Sacrum Convivium,” a motet 
for soprano soloist, chorus, and 
organ, published by OCP. A suite 
of variations on chant tunes is 
currently in the proof stage at GIA 
and is being prepared for release 
later this year. Musical premieres 
include a suite of original music 
created for the Prep winter play, 
“Ring Round the Moon,” a work 
for soprano soloist, handbells, 
and organ, premiered at One-
onta Congregational Church this 
December; and a work specifi-
cally composed for the Flintridge 
Singers premiered at a Lenten 
concert at that same church in 
February. Finishing out the year, 
waltzes from the “Ring Round 

the Moon” suite were performed 
by the Flintridge Singers and the 
Flintridge Orchestra at the spring 
music concert in Norris Audito-
rium, and another choral work, a 
setting of Poe’s poem “Ulalume,” 
will premiere this May by the 
Clayford Manor House Choir, in 
Kent, England. 
 BIll PAXSON retired from 
police work after 28 years due to 
a bout with lymphoma. He has 
crossed off five items this year 
from his “Bucket List” including 
going to Yankee Stadium, seeing 
a Broadway play, going to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame, and taking 
an Alaskan cruise. He also had 
time to write his first screenplay. 
His two remaining school age 
kids hate that he’s retired because 
now he can monitor them 24/7 
(as a good cop should). Through 
God’s grace Bill’s recovery is 
confounding his doctors. Bill 
still enjoys horses, motorcycling, 
softball, scuba and racquetball. 
As John Neupauer used to say: 
“Carpe Diem.”

1979
After 29 years of trading munici-
pal bonds, JAMeS WOOlleY 
has gone to working part time 
and taking mission trips to build 
playgrounds with an organization 
called Kids Around the World. 
“I’ve been to Kyrgyzstan, Zambia 
twice, Mexico, Jamaica, and New 
Orleans. I’ll be going to Ecuador 
and Iraq in the spring. We build 
the playgrounds in public parks 
and in orphanages. I have two 
kids; Hillary (22) is a senior at UC 
Davis studying enology, and Price 
(19) is at CSU Chico studying 
engineering.” 

1980
CHIP JACOBS has had two books 
published: Smogtown: the Lung-
Burning History of Pollution in Los 
Angeles with William J. Kelly (The 
Overlook Press/Penguin Group 
USA) and Wheeling the Deal: the 
Outrageous Legend of Gordon 
Zahler, Hollywood's Flashiest 
Quadriplegic (Behler Publica-
tions). He is currently working on 
a third book and is still reporting, 
mostly for the Los Angeles Times. 

1970

Double up
with a matching gift!
 Corporate matching gifts can boost the power of your donation. 
Check with your employer about a company matching program or 
contact Donna Merchant at dmerchant@flintridgeprep.org[]
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1983
geOFF FRY is still enjoying life in 
the Bay Area and finds it difficult 
to believe he’s been there for 
71/2 years already. According to 
Geoff, “The region has just the 
right blend of people, geography, 
weather, and opportunity. Last 
June, after 15 years in property 
management I found myself 
jobless due to a layoff triggered 
by market conditions and 
company profitability issues. 
Rather than take the easy road to 
another property management 
job, I joined a venture called 
easyWorkOrder. We provide a 
cloud computing platform that 
collaborates the work of property 
managers, vendors, on-site engi-
neers and tenants. In business for 
over five years, easyWorkOrder 
supports office, medical, retail, 
industrial/flex and residential 
product types. 
 Finally I have found a vehicle 
to showcase all the hard work and 
skills I’ve built up over the years, 
and I couldn’t be more pleased 
and thankful. But it took a layoff 
and a struggle to make it happen. 
To those out there still stinging 
from the economic meltdown, 
have faith and look outward as 
well as inward for opportunity—it 
has a way of finding folks with the 
right attitude.” 

1986
PeTeR PAIK has been teaching 
since 2000 at the University of 
Wisconsin at Milwaukee, and is 
currently Director of the Religious 
Studies Program. His book, From 
Utopia to Apocalypse, a study 
of science fiction and political 
theory, will appear in February 
from the University of Minnesota 
Press. 

1987
TINA FeJTeK PAUleY is going 
to Mt. Everest Base Camp this 
April for a three-week trip of a 
lifetime. To learn more about her 
climb to Mt. Everest Base Camp, 
elevation 17,500 ft., visit http://
everestchallenge.kintera.org/
tinapauley. 

Alumni Holiday Party
On December 27 nearly 300 alumni 
and friends met at ix tapa Cantina 
in Old Town Pasadena for the annual 
Holiday Party. Classes 1999 and 
2004 joined the festivities after their 
reunion celebration on campus. 

H

B

A

F GA.  Lily Costner '04, Joe Costner '06, 
and Annie Costner '02 

B.  Jamie Tijerina '05, Arianne Tang 
'05, Christine Follett '05, and 
Maria Sanchez '05

C.  Bryan Lojeski '91, Priscilla 
 Heyert '91, Nicole Streeter '90, 
 and Kirsten Cochran '90
D.  Pamon Forouhar '07, Rachel 
 Geragos '06, and Mary 
 McCluggage '07
E.  Lara Luxford Logue '04 and 
 Emily Luxford '03
F.  Andy Sinclair '04, Siobhan Shier 

'03, and Jamie Henricks '03 
G.  Tricia Aoki '05 and Katy 
 Thompson '05
H.  Umar Hussain '06, Andrew Beck 

'06, Melissa Pearson '06, Austin 
Raines '06, and Erin Prickett '06

E

C

D
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Register today
my.FlintridgePrep.org The vast network of Prep Alumni with a shared 

experience extends far beyond the gates on 

Crown Avenue, and is there and willing to help 

in various capacities. Register today with 

my.flintridgeprep.org to connect to the 500+ 

alumni who have already signed up!

Join your 
class and 
local area 

alumni groups

Register today using 
your unique ID that can 

be obtained from 
Jacqueline Epley at 

alumni@flintridgeprep.org

Search for 
alumni based 
on geography, 

profession, 
class year, 

college, etc.

Sign up to be a 
professional 

mentor or search 
for a mentor 

in your field of 
interest

See who has 
signed up!

l

Home

Register

Groups

Lost Alums

Member Search

Mentorship Opportunities

Prep Alumni Website

Prep Alumni Facebook Page

Flintridge Prep

Welcome to Prep's Online Community 
and Mentorship Forum!

Flintridge Prep has always been about close relation-
ships. We hope our online community will help con-
tinue these relationships and offer a place where new 
ones can begin. Use my.flintridgeprep.org to connect 
with alums, seek mentorship in a field of interest, or 
join a local alumni group.

Many alumni have expressed a desire for network-
ing and mentoring opportunities while others have 
indicated a willingness to engage and assist alumni 
through such relationships. This site will help both 
groups to find one another.
 
Flintridge Prep alumni share a strong common bond-
-now there is a place where alumni can benefit from 
each other's knowledge, stay connected and a part of 
the school community from anywhere on the planet. 

Member Search

Search

Newest Members 

D. Jessup
Class of 1970

C. Sullivan
Class of 2005

C. Eder
Class of 1964
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TAYlOR and her husband, 
Daniel. (See William above.)

1998
BRIAN geORge and his wife, 
Trish, are proud to announce 
the birth of their second son, 
Landon Cooper George, who ar-
rived January 24 weighing seven 
pounds and four ounces. Ac-
cording to Brian, their other son, 
Hunter, is “already a very proud 
big brother.”  (See below.)

 Christmas came early for 
DOUg HAll and his wife, 
Tamara, who were able to adopt 
two baby boys after several 
months of waiting (see below). 
They received the call from their 
agency on September 30, and 
then on October 2, Benjamin 
Ellis Hall, born five pounds, five 
ounces, was welcomed into the 
family. His younger brother, Wil-

1997

1998

1998

1989
lORI HeRRICK is engaged to 
Kevin Aranda and is planning 
a wedding for October 2010. 
Lori and Kevin have known one 
another for 17 years, but lost track 
for 11 years, then reconnected 
over three years ago and have 
been together ever since! 

1992
JUlIe BAUMgARTeN DUNSTAN 
and her husband, Brian, happily 
welcomed their first child, Logan 
Nevin, on November 15, 2009 
(below). They currently reside in 
Santa Ynez, CA. 

“Our two-year old daughter, 
Paige, is in love with her. The first 
thing she says when she wakes 
up in the morning is, ‘kiss baby 
sister?’” 

1993
CHRIS gAYlORD began a 
program in the fall at CSU Long 
Beach for an MS in emergency 
services administration. He is 
currently enrolled in his second 
semester of online classes and ex-
pects to complete the degree in 
2012. He is still employed as the 
Campus Emergency Manager at 
UC Santa Cruz and is a captain on 
the campus fire department. He 
lives in Ben Lomond, a small town 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains, with 
his wife, Jennifer and daughter, 
Amory.

1995
JOSePH TRAN is currently living 
in Los Angeles (Mid-Wilshire area) 
with his wife, Sookja Lee, and 
one-year old son, Eli. “I am still 
working as an architect in Santa 
Monica at Aleks Istanbullu Archi-
tects and studying for my license 
exams.” 

1996
eRIKA BReNNeR passed the 
California State Bar exam last July 
on her first try. 
 Steven and BROOKe HOlMeS 
KIMBROUgH were married on 
February 13, 2010 at Angels Point 
in Elysian Park. “Tucked in be-
tween two rain storms, our wed-
ding day was absolutely beautiful 
with bright blue skies and an 
amazing view of Downtown LA 
and Dodger Stadium. My dad, 
Robert, was the officiant, and my 
two sisters, ReAgAN ’98 and 
Madeleine, were my bridesmaids. 
Steven's father stood up as his 
best man. On top of a gorgeous 

1992

1992

wedding, we are expecting a 
beautiful baby girl in August. We 
both feel so blessed and wish the 
same happiness for all our friends 
and family.” (Pictured above.)
 ROBeRT COBB is currently 
engaged, excitedly planning his 
wedding to his college sweet-
heart, and working very hard as 
Associate Residency Training 
Director for the Department of 
Psychiatry at USC, in addition to 
being Associate Medical Director 
of Psychiatric Emergency Services 
at LA County+USC Hospital. 
 The Reverend ANDReW 
O'CONNOR was formally 
installed as the Rector of Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church in 
Wichita, KS on January 13, 2010 
by the Right Reverend Dean 
E. Wolfe, Ninth Bishop of the 
Diocese of Kansas. Andrew and 
Heather, and their four children, 
Liam, Luke, Hannah, and Holly 
are enjoying life in the Midwest. 
(Photo below by Deacon Bob 
Hirst.)

1996

 JON leHMAN’S wife, Mary-
Anne (below), gave birth to their 
second daughter, Chelsea Grace 
Lehman, on Feb 22, 2010 (seven 
pounds, eight ounces, 20 inches). 

1996

1997
Theodore Tegart proposed to 
JACQUelINe ePleY on New 
Year’s Eve. They recently pur-
chased a house in the Bungalow 
Heaven Neighborhood in Pasa-
dena and are planning a wedding 
for the fall. 
 William Anthony Tang Taylor 
was born on December 10 to 
proud parents, CORINNe TANg 

It’s easy.
donate online  

supportprep.flintridgeprep.org

Prep now accepts American Express and Discover, 

as well as MasterCard and Visa.
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Classes of 1999 and 2004

ReUNIONS 
Alumni returned to campus on December 27 for the Class of 1999 Ten-Year Reunion and the Class of 
2004 Five-Year Reunion. Time was spent catching up with classmates and faculty members, and explor-
ing new sights on campus. After the Reunions, the two classes headed to ix tapa Cantina in Old Town 
Pasadena to meet up with alumni from all eras at the Alumni Holiday Party. Many thanks to Reunion 
Volunteers Jennifer Buchanan ’99, Alex Christian ’99, Megan Kimble ’04, Sarah Smock ’04, and Ben 
Teitelbaum ’04. 

Class of 1999  (A) Robert McKinley, Emma Seggerman, and Sam Wald;  (B) Mark Villanueva, Monika 
Torres, and Kris Prakash;  (C) Lara Luxford Logue, Sue Hodge, and Emily Luxford ’03;  (D) Jacob Loshin, 
Allison Lyzenga, Romy Enriquez-Powert Choi, Christine Holland, Greg Steffens, and Michelle Blanchot Steffens

Class of 2004   (E) Andrew Stein, Steph Raghavan, Megan Kimble, Courtney Trine , Lizzy Bovard, Midge 
Kimble, and Lesley Fox;  (F) Shawn Lewis, Giselle Jacinto, and Chanelle Aryasingha;  (G) Jesse Gullion, Sue 
Hodge, Gemia Taylor, Nicole Djanbatian, and Alex Chu;  (H) Adam Kleinert, Greg Sherman, Brooks Kirch-
heimer, and Mike Gadel

B

Class of1999

A C

D

liam Hudson Hall, was born on 
November 15, and weighed eight 
pounds, four ounces. Both boys 
are healthy, growing quickly, and 
beginning to interact with one 
another.  
 MIKe lOgAN and his wife, 
Britt Aadnoy (below), are thrilled 
to announce the September 2, 
2009 birth of their son, Martin 
Aadnoy Logan. Martin weighed 
seven pounds, eight ounces and 
was 19 inches long. Mike, Britt, 
and Martin live in Stavanger, 
Norway, where Mike is currently 
working as a preschool teacher. 

1998

1999

 JOHN SeAVeR is a dual 
degree student at the University 
of Michigan at the Ross School 
of Business and the School of 
Natural Resources getting an 
MBA and a MS in Environmental 
Science. He will graduate in 
2012 and hopes to work as a 
consultant helping organizations 
create environmentally sustain-
able operations. 

1999
Meghan Kopczynski married 
AleX CHRISTIAN (below) on 
October 24th, 2009 in Dallas, 
Texas. Alex’s brother BRIAN ’96 
served as best man, classmate 
PeTeR TWIST was a groomsmen, 
and eRIN gAllAgHeR gIll-
BANK ’94 was a reader in the 
ceremony. 
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C

Class of 2004

H

G

C

E

F

H

 KRISTeN KeeN got engaged 
in February to Jeremy Bryden. 
The two went to elementary 
school together, and 15 years 
after graduating from the 6th 
grade, they reconnected on 
Facebook. She says her smile and 
finger are both sparkling bright!  
 On April 28, 2011, SABRAJ 
NIJJAR (below) will be getting 
married in Hawaii to his high 
school sweetheart and senior 
prom date, Melissa Coumans. 

1999

2001
ANTONIO HARRISON is 
keeping busy these days!  He 
is currently in graduate school 
obtaining his PhD in applied 
behavior analysis and is working 
in various capacities at Flintridge 
Prep—as Head Football Coach, 
Sprint Track Coach, working with 
the Performing Arts Depart-
ment, serving on the Admissions 
Committee for middle and high 
school, and mentoring students 
on the Athletic Council on Lead-
ership (ACL). On top of all of that, 
he also has a son, Ayvren Bishop 
Harrison, who will turn one on 
April 16. 

2002
KATe BOSWell is still living 
in Colorado and is in her third 
season working at Eldora 
Mountain Resort just outside of 
Boulder, CO. “I work in the 
marketing department doing 
group sales and I teach the 
occasional snowboard lesson 
here and there. I couldn't be 
happier making a living work-
ing on the mountain and riding 
almost every day of my life. 
Mountain living is awesome and 
the ski season is going great 
this year.” 
 In addition to his work as a 
freelance HD cameraman, ADAM 
MANSFIelD has been working 
as a Camera Operator on Man 
v. Food for the Travel Channel. 
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Flintridge Prep Alumni live all over the world, but the 
largest contingent of alums (outside of Los Angeles) 
is found in San Francisco. When the weather holds 
up in the city, people want to come out and mingle, 
and mingle they did at the Alumni Reception at 
One Market Restaurant on February 25. Almost 50 
people joined Headmaster Peter Bachmann, Assistant 
Headmaster Peter Vaughn, Dean of Students Midge 
Kimble, Director of Finance Kim Kinder, and Alumni 
Director Jacqueline Epley for drinks, hors d’oeuvres, 
and conversation. Great attendance at the event 
brought about several mini-reunions for the Classes of 
1984, 1990, 1997, 2003, 2004, and 2008. Peter Bach-
mann periodically hosts Alumni Receptions around 
the country and we hope to see you at the next one!

“In January, I went to Miami to 
shoot segments for the Man v. 
Food Super Bowl Live Special 
(see photo above with host Adam 
Richman). Also, I worked as a pro-
duction assistant on ABC's “The 
Bachelor” and will be working 
on the upcoming season of “The 
Bachelorette.”  Working on these 
shows is a dream come true for 
me. I am so grateful to Prep and 
The Academy of Art University for 
an education that nurtured my 
talent and gave me the technical 
skills to make it in the entertain-
ment industry.”  

2004
JeSSe gUllION has been busy 
pursuing his craft of acting, which 
can be viewed at www.jessety-
lergullion.com. The official trailer 
for The Absent, an Independent 
Feature Film in which he acted, 
can be found on YouTube (search 
for “The Absent Movie Trailer”). 
In addition to acting, he has 
teamed up with a writing partner 
and has currently penned two 
feature length screenplays:  one 
psychological thriller, and one 
comedy, as well as one 60 minute 
drama pilot built for Cable TV. 
“We are in the process of actively 
shopping these projects while 
beginning development on a 
fourth project. I’ve also remained 
active as a Los Angeles photogra-
pher focusing on headshots and 
high fashion. I recently attended 
FASHION WEEK in New York City 
and found myself in photographic 
bliss. I describe the experience 
as, ‘beautiful chaos.’ Some of my 
photography work, including NY 
Fashion Week, can also be found 
via my website. I miss and love all 
my friends in the Flintridge Prep 
community. All of you maintain 
strong interest and support my 
passionate efforts. I continue 
to work my hardest in order to 
achieve the goals that I have set 
forth for my journey; goals that 

2002

top:  Andrew Stein ’04, Zach 
Newman ’03, Jeff Naecker ’04, 
Peter Vaughn, Jacqueline Epley  
’97, Michelle Heeseman ’97, Sarah 
Jallo ’97, Chris Lee ’97, Magda 
Zadarnowska Olsen ’97, and Ida 
Ahmadpour ’97

middle:  Chris Gaylord ’93, Jeff 
Marples ’97, Kim Thompson ’88, 
Eric Altman, Michelle Heeseman 
’97, Bill Doyle ’98, Catherine Koo, 
and Midge Kimble

bottom:  Steve Chen ’01, Lisa 
Lombardo, Seth Horwitz ’03, Geoff 
Fry ’83, Rob Corteway ’95, Kim 
Kinder, and Stan Hales ’60

San Francisco Alumni Reception
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In Memoriam
WAlTeR FURMAN, husband of Dr. Miriam Shenfeld and father 
of four daughters, Alissa, Becky, Caroline ’04, and Kayla ’07 
passed away in January after battling Leukemia. Walter was a 
social science researcher and on the faculty at UCLA. A funeral 
was held January 29 at Mount Sinai. He will be deeply missed by 
many friends and family.

ALUMNI 
CONNECT 
ONLINE

Check out  alumni.flintridgeprep.org
for all other alumni related items.

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or by phone, 818.949.5526. You 
may also use the online Alumni Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline Epley, Director 
of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 4543 Crown Avenue, La Cañada Flintridge, 
CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406. Email digital images (JPEG or TIF file format, 300 dpi resolution, 
size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos 
may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages, depending on image quality and 
space availability.

were nurtured and realized while 
with all of you! Thank you!”   
 BROOKS KIRCHHeIMeR and 
JAMI QUAN are currently man-
agers in the food and beverage 
department at Montage Beverly 
Hills Hotel. They graduated from 
the University of Denver in 2008 
and helped open Montage start-
ing in October of 2008. 
 On November 16, 2009, 
gRAYSON ReeD suffered a car-
diac arrest while walking down his 
street to catch a bus to Flintridge 
Prep. (Grayson had been em-
ployed at Prep since the begin-
ning of the 2009-2010 school 
year). His heart was stopped for 
just under 12 minutes before he 
was revived by paramedics. The 
brain injury caused by such an 
extended time without oxygen 
is significant. So far, his recov-
ery journey has taken him from 
the ICU at Glendale Memorial 
Hospital, to Kindred Hospital, 
to the Acute Rehab Program at 
Providence Saint Joseph Medical 
Center, and most recently to long 
term residential neurological 
rehabilitation in central California. 
Even though the cause of Gray-
son’s condition was cardiac, the 
injury is now neurological. While 
he has made wonderful progress 
so far, continuing progress in 
brain injury patients is very slow. 
At this point, his family is praying 
for him to regain the highest level 
of capability possible, so that he 
may enjoy the best quality of life 
and independence as he is able. 
On March 20th, Grayson was 
visited by (below, l-r) SIOBHAN 
SHIeR  ’03, ANNA MARIA 
MYeRS ’03, eRICA TRIAl ’04, 
CHRISTINe MOORe ’03, and 
JAMIe HeNRICKS ‘03. Gray-
son’s family is deeply touched 
by the outpouring of love and 
prayers from the Prep family. His 
parents have created a blog to 
chronicle his daily progress, and 
his struggles. It can be found at 
http://reedhaus.blogspot.com. 

2004

 KATIe VANe is currently work-
ing toward an MFA in creative 
writing at Hunter CUNY in New 
York City. “I'm studying under 
Colum McCann, recent National 
Book Award winner for Let the 
Great World Spin, Peter Carey, 
two-time Booker-Prize winner for 
Oscar & Lucinda and True History 
of the Kelly Gang, and Nathan 
Englander, author of For the Re-
lief of Unbearable Urges and The 
Ministry of Special Cases. I'll finish 
the program in spring 2011.”

2005
TIM HAlleRAN is a LEED AP 
living in San Antonio, TX with 
his girlfriend of three years. “I 
work for a consulting firm named 
Raba-Kistner (RKCI) that special-
izes in Engineering, Architecture, 
Environmental and Materials Test-
ing. I am a technical writer for the 
Federal Services department, de-
veloping bid-proposals for RKCI 
to support the Department of 
Defense's Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC) efforts. Locally, 
BRAC includes new hospitals for 
Ft. Sam Houston, Brooks Army 
Medical Center, and Willford Hall, 
as well as other base facilities. 

My environmental and LEED 
background are coming in handy 
as all new DoD construction is re-
quired to be at least LEED Silver 
to address the costs of building 
operations.”

2006
In the fall of 2009, CATAlINA 
COMBS went abroad to London, 
where she had an internship with 
Culture Shock Media. 

2007
RACHel TOBIAS spent five 
months studying international 
relations and Arabic in Cairo 
and teaching refugees English 
after school. “Although being 
a woman in a society that does 
not necessarily value women 

2007

was quite difficult, I collected 
so many valuable cultural and 
personal lessons and made many 
great friends. While I was there, I 
had the opportunity to travel to 
Jordan, Israel, Turkey, Spain, and 
Italy.”

My.FLiNTRiDGEPREP.ORG:  the online 
community and mentorship forum 

FACEBOOK:  become a Flintridge Prep fan at 
alumni.flintridgeprep.org/facebook

Follow us on TWiTTER @PrepAlumni
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Become a member 
of the Lowery Society!

Flintridge Preparatory School established the 

Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize 

individuals who remember the school in their estate 

plans or through other deferred giving arrangements. 

 

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first 

president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy and 

commitment to excellence and student development. 

Individuals who take the step to include Flintridge Prep 

in their estate plans will be honored as members of the 

Lowery Society.

To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep, 

please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, 

at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

include prep in your estate plan
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