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1Calendar

January

Monday, January 18
School holiday:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Friday, January 22
Dance Concert, Norris 
Auditorium

Wednesday, January 27
Early dismissal:
end of second quarter

Thursday, January 28 – 
Wednesday, February 3
Semester final exams

February

Thursday, February 4 – 
Friday, February 5 
No classes: semester break

Monday, February 8 
Classes resume

Tuesday, February 9
Financial aid application 
form due

Monday, February 15
School holiday:
Presidents’ Day

Friday, February 26
Re-enrollment contracts due 

March

Wednesday, March 3 – 
Thursday, March 4
Prep Science Fair

Tuesday, March 9
Reception for students 
admitted to grades 7 & 8

Thursday, March 11
Reception for students 
admitted to grades 9-12

Monday, March 15
No classes: faculty in-service

Tuesday, March 16
New student contracts due

Thursday, March 18 – 
Sunday, March 21
Spring Musical, Norris
Auditorium

Friday, March 26
Carnival 

Wednesday, March 31 –
Thursday, April 1
Senior Horizons

april

Thursday, April 1
Mr. Flintridge Prep, Norris 
Auditorium
End of third quarter

Friday, April 2
School closed:
spring break begins

Monday, April 12
Classes resume:
fourth quarter begins

Friday, April 16 – 
Saturday, April 17
Senior Spring Play, Miller 
Theater

Wednesday, April 21
Spring Concert, Norris 
Auditorium

Thursday, April 29
Senior Celebration
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letters to PreP

I can’t emphasize enough how impressed I was by the 
intelligence and enthusiasm of the students I met with at 
Flintridge Prep. Having very little experience speaking to 
young people, I was unsure of what to expect and so I was 
very much caught off guard by their maturity, their good na-
ture, and the depth of their questions and comments. They 
had really read the excerpt of my memoir with a significant 
level of understanding, both emotional and intellectual, that 
was very moving for me. Furthermore, the librarians, the 
teachers, the staff, and even the architecture of the school 
itself seem to provide for an unprecedented amount of ease 
and openness for the students. This is no doubt indispens-
able for young people who are just beginning to learn how 
to navigate the world and think for themselves. 

Yours,

Saïd Sayrafiezadeh



From the Headmaster

A	life	in	learning				

Last summer I received an e-mail from one of my 2008-09 students. 
Apparently, he had gotten into a major debate about healthcare in America at 
the family dinner table, and he responded with a ten page manifesto, edited by 
one of his classmates. They sent it to me for commentary. Last week, the middle 
school students were busy with Sarah Cooper’s lunchtime book group. The 
other day I had to wait in line at Peter Vaughn’s office door, as two seniors in his 
investment class argued passionately for a stock purchase. I went back to my 
office to discover another student waiting to talk about Tolstoy and the soul.

Teachers seem interested in ideas as well. Two weeks ago at a voluntary 7:00 am 
breakfast, a faculty reading group explored neuroscience and the Dali Lama. 
Daily faculty room conversations range from politics, culture, film, and music to 
environmental science and JPL research. Last night, at a holiday party, a quartet 
was observed arguing over the historical significance of Brown v. Board of 
Education.

Last week, the school had two visitors from Connecticut to consult on how we 
might improve internal and external communications. They sought to immerse 
themselves in our culture, and interviewed administrators, teachers, students, 
trustees and parents. Identifying a “family dynamic on campus where niceness 
and kindness and inclusiveness pervade,” they made special note of our campus 
as an “intellectually lively place.”  Students and teachers testified to an intellectual 
vibrancy and demonstrated it in various ways. During lunch, our visitors overheard 
a passionate student exchange on Freud and human nature, and after interview-
ing and observing teachers, they declared:  “we’ve never had so much fun with 
faculty who challenged and supported each other.”

Several years ago, Joanna Hartigan and I took a dean of admissions to dinner.  
When we asked him who was admitted, he replied: “kids whom our faculty will 
have fun teaching.”  He verified what many of our alumni tell us, that much 
of the joy of college is the result of intellectual passion; a characteristic we will 
continue to foster, to an even greater degree, in the future.

Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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Last year was a time of reflecting into the past, as well projecting 
into the future. We had celebrated Prep’s 75th Anniversary over the 
summer and the “bold and brilliant” Anniversary Campaign came to 
a close. Wonderful accomplishments were recognized and a dynamic 
school history celebrated. It was time to get to work looking ahead. 
A new strategic plan took form, and the year’s PrepTalk feature articles 
discussed its three core values: excellence, community, and sustain-
ability. The plan to lead us through the next decade is complete, and 
the following is a summery of its main goals.

cultivating 
the curious?
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F L I N T R I D g E  P R E PA R AT O RY  S C H O O L 

Strategic Plan — 2009

1

2

3

4

 MISSION Flintridge Preparatory School offers an engaging, rigorous, moral 
and intimate learning environment, nurturing in its students the skills, 
knowledge, values and inspiration essential to a rewarding college ex-
perience, a lifelong embrace of education, a devotion to community 
and a full and responsible life.

 BALANcE  We are committed to providing a school environment that values ethi-
cal and emotional development as equally important to intellectual 
development.

 HONOR cOdE My responsibility as a student, teacher, or parent in the Flintridge com-
munity is to be honest, kind, generous and respectful.

 LONG TERM GOAL For generations to come, each graduate will embody the skills, 
  knowledge, values and inspiration of the school.

 STRATEGIc PRIORITIES Intellectual Development and Engagement
  While maintaining a commitment to academic preparation for college 

at the highest level, we will strive to spark and nurture each student’s 
intellectual curiosity, passion and creativity, engagement of the world’s 
issues and embrace of lifelong learning.

  Human Development
  To continue to nurture a balanced community of care, generosity, life-

time student friendships and close student-teacher relationships, and 
to expand our contribution to the national conversation on emotional, 
ethical and social development.

   Regional and National Community Development
  In the coming decades, we will expand our relations beyond the imme-

diate campus to assure lifelong membership in the Prep community for 
alumni and their parents; vibrant relations with colleges, other schools 
and community agencies; and thriving interaction with accomplished 
scholars, artists and speakers.

  Resource Development
  To assure the achievement of Prep’s mission and strategic priorities 

through the cultivation of a philanthropic culture and the development 
and execution of a plan to ensure, over the long-term, sufficient finan-
cial, plant and people resources.
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      his article will focus on Intellectual 

      Development, the first of the four main 

goals of the strategic plan. As stated in Head-

master Bachmann’s letter, one does not have to 

go far on this campus to overhear an excited 

intellectual exchange between students or teach-

ers. In fact, after visiting a Great Books class 

in early January, students lingered around the 

seminar table after the end of the period. They 

had just had an exhaustive round-table discussion, 

hands in the air throughout the class, but they 

were committed to continuing the conversation. 

The topic was cultural relativism—if something is 

wrong in one place, is it wrong in another? The 

conversation trailed with them out of the Alumni 

House classroom, past Jorgenson Patio, to the 

senior lawn, into the library, and across the cam-

pus to wherever these pods of seniors dispersed. 

If you followed behind them, you would have 

heard their strong points of view bounce back and 

forth. These students cared deeply about the con-

cept and about their ideas, and it was a moment 

that highlighted an important distinction. Being 

capable or smart is one thing, but passionately car-

ing about what you are learning is quite another. 

 At the first faculty meeting of the year, 

Peter Bachmann discussed the strategic priorities 

with the teachers and staff. When looking at the 

priority of Intellectual Development, he noted 

that as far as academic preparation for college is 

concerned, “we have arrived here.” The rigor of 

courses is challenging enough for our students 

to succeed at the highest levels. “Where we need 

to keep going,” Mr. Bachmann emphasized, is 

in the area of “intellectual curiosity, passion and 

creativity.” He focused on “encouraging teachers 

to take risks. Increase right brain thinking, and 

develop more imaginative curriculum as we move 

forward.” While there will always be “the world 

of the transcript with its very real, practical set of 

pressures, students and faculty can be very excited 

about learning. We have curiosity!”

s
t

r
a

t
e

g
ic

 p
l

a
n Headmaster	

Bachmann	starts	

the	year	encouraging	

teachers	to	take	risks.	

Increase	right	brain	

thinking.	Develop	more	

imaginiative	

curriculum	as	we	

move	forward.

t
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Bringing Balance
AP classes, in their very nature, are about covering 

vast amounts of material to prepare students for 

a standardized test. Imaginative curriculum 

choices are often restricted. What is tested must 

be covered, and usually time is of the essence. 

Teachers at Prep however, have found ways to 

“coalesce rigor and creativity,” as well as inspire a 

sense of ownership in the educational process.  

 The College Board thinks that all material for 

AP US government can be completed in a single 

semester. Christine Madsen’s AP US Government 

course at Prep runs for the entire year, giving 

Ms. Madsen and her students time to veer off and 

explore the subject in very creative ways. One 

of these is a highlight of senior year—the mock 

trial project, which culminates in a trip to the 9th 

Circuit Courthouse in Pasadena, where two court-

rooms are made available to the class. Ms. Madsen 

says, “It’s great to see them dress up like lawyers.”

 Students are split into teams. There are four 

trials, and all students in the class are representing 

different sides of each case. They are responsible 

for finding other students, teachers, and parents 

who will be witnesses and jury members. Ms. 

Madsen’s lawyer friends volunteer as judges. In 

total about 80-90 people participate each year. 

 Throughout the winter and early spring 

students prepare to argue a side. Peeling layers of 

the case back reveals new details, and they must 

constantly adjust the approach of their argument. 

They are engaging the imagination to consider 

how events might unfold, and are considering the 

experience of the jurors. Bringing the material to 

life and enacting it in front of others, Ms. Madsen 

says, “stretches students in ways they aren’t usu-

ally stretched.” This process “really pushes the 

students to think about, not just the law and the 

evidence, but how the case can be presented in 

the most persuasive way.” Skills of empathy and 

storytelling must unite with skills of analysis and 

knowledge. Ms. Madsen observes a real transition 

as they “become much more macro-minded.” 

She says, “I love how they completely rise to the 

occasion with their competitive juices flowing… 

every year students are extraordinary.”

 Another of the AP courses that is prescribed 

to run the full year is AP art history. The class is 

Skills of empathy 

and storytelling 

must unite with 

skills of analysis 

and knowledge.



7

extremely demanding and Prep students do ex-

ceptionally well on the exam. Talking to students, 

one learns quickly that their success results from 

the enthusiasm that is created for the subject. 

They love this class.

 Teacher Vanessa Walker- Oakes says that first 

and foremost the class is about giving students 

tools to understand how the visual world works. 

And like Christine Madsen’s US government class, 

Ms. Walker-Oakes says, “once you give students 

the analytical tools, they begin to apply them 

creatively to their world.” They take ownership of 

the material and begin finding ways to express 

this new vocabulary. 

 Ms. Walker-Oaks loves getting to the end of 

the year and asking the age-old questions:  What 

is art? What is its role? These questions “generate 

a lot of debate.” The ideas they arrive at “feed into 

their approach on all kinds of things.” In particu-

lar, it informs how they approach their own work 

in AP studio art. Also, as they study Renaissance 

artists in AP Art History, Renaissance authors 

studied in AP English, such as Locke and Shake-

speare, take on freshly layered meaning. This new 

visual language opens spaces, creates connections, 

and fuels creative discourse between numerous 

disciplines. Conjoined trips to LACMA with 

Literature of Dissent, and to the Getty with AP 

photography offer structured opportunities 

for this dynamic.

 With so much material to cover, Ms. Walker-

Oakes has to keep a tight ship, so it is a fantastic 

feeling to get to the end of the year and be able 

to assign something that is completely without 

limits. The final research paper is open territory, 

and it is the students’ chance to be art historians. 

They follow their curiosities and narrow down 

their focus until a topic emerges. Recent papers 

have explored artists who publish solely on the 

internet, Japanese and German responses to the 

bombing of Hiroshima, and famous 20th century 

painter Jackson Pollack.  

 As rigorous as these two AP courses are, at 

their heart they teach students a language, one 

legal and one visual, and then let them figure out 

how to use it. There is a sense of ownership that 

gives curiosity power, and moves one forward. 

It is this feeling that Prep wants to keep growing 

throughout its programs.

Once	you	give	

students	the	

analytical	tools,	

they	begin	to	apply	

them	creatively	

to	their	world.
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For Learning’s Sake
If what Albert Camus says is true, that “an 

intellectual is someone whose mind watches 

itself, “ then the class Great Books fits this formula 

of intellectualism perfectly. Through journaling 

and discussion, Great Books asks students to 

continually pursue their own voice and map their 

own thoughts. For many students, the class is a 

highlight of their Prep experience. They walk in 

the classroom with a set of assumptions, and leave 

having questioned many of them. But in order 

for it all to work, fear has to stop at the door.

 Headmaster Bachmann says, “I want to shock 

them into freedom—freedom from conventional 

classroom behavior.” One might be surprised that 

students need to be nudged into action this way, 

but Mr. Bachmann wants to deliver them from 

the restraints or fears that may inhibit their most 

original thinking. On the first day he emphasizes, 

“this is for you, not your parents, not college.” 

Perhaps it is the first time students have heard 

this in such clear terms, or been able to really let 

go of their fear of evaluation. The idea of learning 

for learning’s sake, one has to admit, is to some 

degree foreign. 

 The class reads a plethora of literary, philo-

sophical, political, and psychoanalytic texts. 

From Bernard Shaw’s Major Barbara to Freud’s 

Civilization and its Discontents, students plunge 

into a deep search. From deciphering an author’s 

premise to trying to gage where they might stand 

on a philosophical point, it can be an intensely 

personal and rewarding experience. 

 Peter Bachmann explains that the class is 

“really about exploring ideas. Teaching one 

another and learning together becomes the enter-

prise of the room.” Getting the students to open 

up and feel free requires that one teach freely, 

modeling the excitement and creativity you want 

from students. As Mr. Bachmann notes, “that 

creative space emerges in an environment of 

passion. Students take cues from teachers.” Mr. 

Bachmann wants to encourage teachers to model 

the excitement of learning. “We need to be aware 

of how we as teachers talk to kids.  What values 

and messages we give is huge.”

 In many ways, the class is a grand send off 

from Prep with the message that what you think 

really matters. Don’t be afraid. We have given you 

the tools to navigate knowledge, and it is your 

turn to be a part of the conversation.

 Mr. Bachmann’s initial proclamation, “this is 

for you,” reverberates in the final course project. 

After reading all the different ideas about human 

nature, happiness, civilization, and culture, 

students are asked to respond to the question: 

What is the good life? As the strategic plan reflects, 

Flintridge Prep believes the good life includes 

“an embrace of lifelong learning.” The excitement 

for ideas and a sense of ownership in one’s 

education, we believe, are integral to achieving 

this goal. It is our responsibility as educators to 

not only teach, but to inspire the pursuit of future 

exploration and cultivate lasting curiosity. Intellec-

tual development at Prep will uphold and reflect 

these values as we move into the future.

Peter	Bachmann	

exclaims,	“I	want	

to	shock	them	

into	freedom

—freedom	from	

conventional	

classroom	behavior.		

...	this	is	for	you,	

not	your	parents,	

not	college.”
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new on the Menu!

Prep’s new dining service is busy keeping up with demand. 
The garlic French fries are very popular, which may come as no 
surprise. But the veggie sandwich and yogurt parfaits are also 
high on the list, along with the daily specials. Furthermore, 
the kitchen is doing its part to reduce Prep’s carbon footprint 
by using local vendors, such as Goldstein’s, La Brea Bakery, 
and produce from local farmers. Not only does Prep receive 
fresher food, but using local vendors reduces the distance the 
products have to travel. The kitchen has also switched most of 
our paper products to biodegradable/sustainable goods such as 
corn cups, utensils made from potato, and paper plates made 
from sugarcane. To see the weekly and daily specials, please go 
to the school’s website, which is updated each Friday at www.
flintridgeprep.org/HOME/PrepExperience/StudentLife/Prep-
Dining/menu.aspx.

robert abeles
“Our daughter Deborah Abeles Castaneda is a 
1996 graduate of Flintridge Prep. Her six years 
at Prep prepared her well for college, graduate 
school, and ultimately her career as an ortho-
paedic surgeon. The most important gift 
that we give our children is an appreciation of 
the value of education in its broadest sense. 
As Chief Financial Officer at the University of 
Southern California, I am continually reminded 
of the need for quality education at the pre-
university level. As a result, I was honored to 
be asked to serve as a trustee. I will do my best 
to ensure that the great traditions of Flintridge 
Prep continue.”

paul baribault ’92
Paul Baribault is the Vice President of Special 
Events for the Walt Disney Studios and over 
the past decade has helped stage some of the 
entertainment industry’s most elaborate and 
memorable events, including all three Pirates 
of the Caribbean World Premieres at Disneyland, 
the World Premiere of Pearl Harbor on the USS 
John C. Stennis in Pearl Harbor, and the Cars 
World Premiere at Lowe’s Motor Speedway.  
Additionally, Paul is responsible for oversee-
ing marketing and sales for the El Capitan 
Theatre in Hollywood and leads the domestic 
marketing for Disneynature, a brand new mo-
tion picture label building on the rich legacy 
of Walt’s “True Life Adventure Series.”  Paul 
and his wife, Emilie, are parents of 3 girls—
Ellie (5), Mollie (4), and Maggie (20 months).  
Paul graduated from Flintridge Prep in 1992, 
Stanford University in 1997 with a degree in 
Political Science, and USC’s Marshall School 
of Business in 2001 with an MBA in Marketing 
and Finance.

Karen bogaard
Karen Bogaard has a Masters of Science degree 
from the University of Southern California in 
Physical Therapy. She currently practices in 
the area of Home Health, with an emphasis in 
geriatric and orthopaedic rehabilitation. She 
shares, “I am delighted to be a new member 
of the Flintridge Preparatory School Board of 
Trustees. Now in our 11th year as a Prep family, 
we have seen three of our four children 
graduate with all the benefits of the Prep 
experience. After years of participation as an 
independent school trustee in the local area, 
I look forward to being involved with Prep in 
this new capacity.”

new trustees wIth deeP roots
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saMe faCes, new roles

Vanessa walKer-oaKes is settling into her new position 
as Director of College Counseling, while Joanna Hartigan continues 
as the Director of College Counseling Emeritus. Ms. Walker-Oakes’ 
role is to coordinate all aspects of Prep’s college counseling pro-
gram, including class and individual counseling, evening programs 
for parents, college representative visits, contacts with the colleges, 
and PSAT administration. 

 

“[This new position] has allowed me to assume a 

much greater advising and mentoring role with 

students and parents, as well as to have an expanded 

administrative role. I enjoy the opportunity to take 

a process that can seem mysterious and perhaps even 

frightening and try to turn it into something both 

straightforward and positive. Applying to college 

is an exciting opportunity. I want to keep alive the 

excitement and the potential for joy and self-discovery 

that can and should be very much a part of the 

process for all our students.”

sarah cooper is fulfilling a newly formed role as the 
Director of Faculty Development. In this position, Ms. Cooper 
works with faculty to help shape their professional goals and 
development. Given that the goal-setting process is an integral 
part of the evaluation system, she will participate in yearly evalua-
tion meetings with Department Heads, the Headmaster, and the 
Assistant Headmaster. Starting in April 2010, she will meet annu-
ally with each faculty member to discuss potential goals. Beyond 
these formal meetings, she is available to talk with faculty members 
about all aspects of professional development, particularly design-
ing meaningful growth experiences that use both on-campus and 
external resources. 

 

“In more than five years of teaching at Prep, I have 

always been impressed by my colleagues. It is exciting 

to begin discussions with them about curriculum, 

goals, professional growth, and teaching in general. 

One of my favorite parts of the year so far has been 

observing math, science, performing arts, visual arts, 

foreign language, and P.E. classes, all far from my 

own disciplines of English and history.”
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Beyond wIth 
BasketBall 
and Books 

Prep Basketball in China

After a successful trip to Maui two 
summers ago, Varsity basketball players 
and parents were eager to plan another 
adventure. A group of 20 ended up on a 
10-day, four-city tour of China, which began 
in Beijing. The group toured the Forbid-
den City, Olympic venues, the Temple of 
Heaven, and Tiananmen Square, as well as 
climbed the Great Wall before playing their 
first of four “friendship” games. Beijing’s 
Shiyao Brother Basketball Club Summer 
Camp hosted. Beyond sightseeing and 
basketball, the team delivered 100 boxes 
of colored markers to Chinese orphanages 
through Holt International. 
 The next stop was Xian, where they saw 
the remarkable archeological landmark 
Museum of Terra Cotta Warriors, and 
engaged in their own battle with Tieyi High 
School. This was their toughest game, but 
they pulled through with a win. 
 In Suzhou they visited the beautiful 
Master of Nets Garden as well as a silk 
factory, where they witnessed the process 
of harvesting and weaving silk into cloth. 
Their fourth and final destination was 
Shanghai, where the boys played two more 
games: one against Shanghai No. 54 High 
School and the other against Shanghai 
Fudan Senior High School. The team was 
victorious in both. The night-time riverboat 
cruise on the Huangpu revealed Shanghai’s 
enduring history as ancient buildings 
buffeted the river bank to one side, and the 
glittery skyline of contemporary buildings 
lit up the other. 
 Coach Garrett Ohara feels that the trip 
was a tremendous success. For everyone 
who participated, it is “something we have 
to look back on.” Going abroad “opened 
up a whole new world for many of them. 
With any kind of travel that gets you 
outside of what’s comfortable for you, 
to experience different people and 
customs—that will be with them forever.”

archive of audio recordings of poets 
reading their work!  This body of work is 
accessible through www.poetryarchive.org.
 Tour of Oxford University Press:  Printing 
began in 1485. We saw original Charles 
Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) works and 
contracts, handled an old Victorian print-
ing press and learned about the original 
version of Wikipedia, the Oxford English 
Dictionary. Editors relied on readers who 
would find quotations that included 
particular words and write them on slips 
of paper to send to the scriptorium where 
they would be sorted and included in the 
OED. We also saw a letter from J.K. Rowling, 
explaining the origin of the term “muggle” 
in the Harry Potter books.
 Tony Benn, former member of Parliament, 
currently leading anti-war activist in Britain: 
His latest book is Letters to my Grandchildren. 
Mr. Benn was a member of Parliament (as 
were his father and grandfather) from the 
age of 25. He spoke of his close friendship 
with Desmond Tutu and anti-apartheid 
work in South Africa.
 James Basker, Professor of English at Colum-
bia University and Barnard College, Founder 
of the Oxbridge Programs:  Jim’s presentation 
“Literature Makes History: How Poets 
Helped End Slavery” was a fascinating look 
at how slavery was depicted in literature. 
His book Amazing Grace includes 410 poems 
by 250 writers. I will share the handout 
with the history and English departments.
 This experience was truly the highlight 
of my library career and I loved every 
minute of it!”

librarian sue hodge 
goes to oxford for 
old Books, new Ideas

Prep librarian Sue Hodge participated in 
the Oxbridge Teachers’ Seminar at Oxford 
University this past July with 26 other 
teachers, including 11 librarians. The 
following is a condensed version of some 
of the experiences she had during the 
program. 
 “We toured over a dozen colleges and 
libraries in the Oxford system, met Rhodes 
Scholars, the outgoing Poet Laureate, 
the second longest serving Labour Party 
member of Parliament, authors, professors, 
Fellows, etc. The experience was AMAZ-
ING!  I returned with renewed intellectual 
enthusiasm, several useful ideas for various 
teachers, and memories of a remarkable 
11 days in the UK.” 
 Below are more detailed descriptions 
of some of my encounters:
 A reading and lecture from Andrew Motion, 
Poet Laureate from 1999-2009: This was a 
wonderful opportunity to speak with the 
man who agreed to take the Laureate 
position with the goal of creating a public 
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fall VIsItors to PreP

With photography, spoken-word, film, and text, numerous speakers came to Prep this fall to engage 

students in an array of topics. Kip Fulbeck, artist and professor, shared his photography and 

expressions about Hapa identity and the importance of telling one’s story. Jim and Jamie Dutcher 

shared their incredible experience living with and filming a pack of wolves for six years in Idaho’s 

Sawtooth Mountains. Author Saïd Sayrafiezdeh engaged in a discussion about childhood percep-

tions, family expectations, and how one begins to reframe an adult self. This year Prep will host 

many more visitors, and continue to benefit from their uncommon and inspired perspective.

author 
saïd sayrafiezadeh 
discusses family, 

socialism, and 
skateboarding

Prep students eagerly gathered 
in the library during lunch on 
November 10 to listen to writer Saïd 
Sayrafiezadeh. Born in New York in 
1968, Sayrafiezadeh was raised by an 
Iranian father and a Jewish-American 
mother, both of whom were members 
of the Socialist Workers Party. He 
shared excerpts from his critically ac-
claimed memoir When Skateboards Will 
Be Free, which, according to The Los 
Angeles Times “… shows us more than 
just the tired rhetoric of the Socialist 
Workers Party—it reveals how hard it 
is for any of us to see the boundaries 
of the ideology we inherit.”  Although 
the principles of the Socialist Work-
ers Party shaped Sayrafiezadeh’s 
childhood, he began to reject the 
ideology in his early thirties when his 
girlfriend, now wife, started asking 
him thought-provoking questions 
about his beliefs—questions he could 
not answer. Sayrafiezadeh’s discus-
sion elicited dozens of questions from 
students trying to gain an understand-
ing not only of the Socialist Workers 
Party, but also of how his political 
views evolved and changed. (See his 
letter on page 1.)

living with wolves

On Thursday, October 29, Prep welcomed Jamie and Jim Dutcher who 
shared their account of living with a wolf pack in the Sawtooth Mountains 
of Central Idaho. For six years from their tented camp, they filmed the 
pack as they grew from young pups to a mature group with highly 
organized roles and distinguishing personalities. Through this enmeshed 
life, the Dutchers’ goal was “to capture the wolves’ intimate lives on film, 

to dispel myths and show a side of wolves never seen before.” Though wolves are typically 
skittish and avoidant of humans, the Dutchers were able to witness dynamic, playful, 
intelligent, and loyal behavior, rarely seen before. They came to understand their highly 
social and compassionate interactions, which students were able to witness through the 
remarkable film footage. 
 Issues of environmental impact were explored, such as wolves’ affects on elk populations 
and native vegetation. Also discussed were how the myths and perceptions of wolves are 
perpetuated or changed, which is an especially poignant topic as the first wolf hunt to take 
place in modern times began last October. 
 The film is available in Prep’s library, and the Dutchers’ website is also full of images and 
information, with profiles of each wolf in the Sawtooth pack: http://www.livingwithwolves.
org/index.html.

ON	CAMPUS/OFF	CAMPUS
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the hapa Project

With a knack for verbal speed and a 
flash of images, Kip Fulbeck, Professor and 
Chair of Art at UC Santa Barbara, delivered 
a provocative spoken word performance 
on November 19 in Norris Auditorium. 
Born in 1965 to a Chinese mother and an 
English/Irish father, Kip grew up with a 
keen awareness of his Hapa identity—one 
who has a racially mixed half Asian back-
ground. Now as an artist and academic, 
Professor Fulbeck’s work brings attention 
to the in-betweenness of this identity, 
considering and questioning how race and 
ethnicity are expressed in current culture. 
 The assembly opened with Kip standing 
behind the lectern on stage. An omniscient 
voice sounding from the back of the audi-
torium begins firing questions. Kip begins 
to rattle off responses. There was one rule 
in this game of question and answer—there 
could be only one answer to each question. 
In the process we learned Kip prefers the 
beach to the mountains, salty food to sweet, 
and has black hair. But when asked to 
identify his race, well, confusion set in. He 
could only give one answer, and so he was 
silenced. Until 10 years ago, this was the 
case on the US census forms as well. There 
was no way to claim a mixed racial identity. 
 The rest of the performance unfolded 
as a response to this experience. His words 
mixed with a display of images. Beautiful, 
sparse, honest frames—the photos of 
individual Hapa men, women, and children 
filled the screen. They are simple head-
shots, bare shouldered with eyes directed at 
the camera; Kip wanted the images to be as 
natural as possible. The participants were 
asked to write a few lines to accompany 
their images, responding to the question, 
“What are you?” Kip calls the collection of 
over 1200 photos and accompanying text 
The Hapa Project.
 For the written part, Kip encouraged 
the participants to say something “non-
transferrable, that is just yours.” Some of 
the children offered alternative descrip-
tions of themselves as super-heroes. A 
Hawaiian woman named “Auntie” wrote, 
“I am goddess. I am woman. Confident. 
Arrogant.” A young man jokingly noted, 
“I am Chinese-Danish, but I don’t say 
Danish because people might think I’m 
a pastry.” The narratives reveal humor, 

sadness, strength, and every other char-
acteristic we might assign to the human 
experience. 
 The images and short narratives were 
included in an exhibit at the Japanese 
American National Museum in 2006. 
Visitors, inspired by the expressiveness of 
the images, took Polaroids of themselves 
and wrote their own responses. The exhibit 
took on a life of its own and became an 
interactive exploration of identity, which 
ultimately covered the museum walls 
entirely. Prep students in Multicultural 
Student Union did their own version of the 
project, which was displayed on campus 
in conjunction with Kip’s visit (see right). 
Students were also able to meet with him in 
the library after the assembly. The next day, 
students had the following things to say:
 “It was entertaining and got people 
excited and talking about it. It is a good 
thing to get people talking and it is a good 
thing to be exposed to, even if you don’t 
agree with all that he said. The message 
about speaking up for yourself was great.”
 “It was cool how he was able to bring 
politics into a younger perspective with 
sarcasm and humor—a language I can 
understand.”
 “Not annoying or generic.”
 “It was the best assembly. He was charis-
matic and light-hearted, but talking about 
a deep issue at the same time.”

“	TEll	yOUr	STOry.	

	 IT	IS	A	rEAlly	IMPOrTANT	THINg.” — kip fulbeck

Fulbeck discusses ideas with students after assembly.
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           om Fry, a beloved member 
           of the Prep family for nearly 
           20 years, passed away on 
           October 21, 2009, at the 
age of 52. As a history teacher, football 
coach, and most lately the school’s Web 
Manager, Mr. Fry, for many, WAS Prep. As 
Dylan Yamamoto ’09 put it, “Tom Fry was 
the ultimate fan of Flintridge Prep, and of 
every human being who had the privilege 
of knowing him.” 
 Mr. Fry held an AB from Occidental 
College and a JD from Loyola Law School. 
He grew up in La Crescenta, played foot-
ball at Crescenta Valley High School, and 
football and rugby at Occidental College. 
His Occidental and law school roommate 
Ed Anderson ’76 introduced him to his 
father, Prep’s then-headmaster Edor 
Anderson, who hired Mr. Fry to teach 
history and coach JV football in 1990. 
 Mr. Fry immediately plunged into 
school life and was famous around campus 
for his attendance at nearly every function. 
He announced the home basketball 
games with his signature wit, drove to 
track meets around the state to cheer on 
Rebel athletes, and kept up with dozens 
of alumni he had taught and coached. 
 Headmaster Peter Bachmann, who 
was also Mr. Fry’s colleague in the history 
department, says, “Tom Fry tended to the 
Prep community with his presence—at 
games, concerts, plays, reunions, parties, 
football fields, classrooms, hospital rooms. 
He tied together the lives of our current 
Prep and the Prep of the past and present. 
How many people have looked out from 
a field, gym, auditorium, or emergency 
room to see that lone figure, quietly sitting 
in the corner, making them feel special 
because he cared enough to show up?”
 As a teacher, Mr. Fry was known for his 
gift of gab and for the gift of reaching stu-
dents. Lisa Genevra Mandeville Friedman 
’05 wrote, “Mr. Fry was in charge of making 
sure all of the students in my grade had 
completed the community service require-

ment. I had completed my hours earlier in 
the year and I was unhappy about having 
to fill out all of the paperwork… It upset 
me that no one would take my word for it 
that I had completed the requirement. So 
with my paper indicating the hours I had 
completed, I attached a three-page “essay” 
about why I thought having to report my 
hours undermined the spirit of doing 
community service. When I turned my 
hours in to Mr. Fry I didn't expect anyone 
to read my … tirade. I clearly had too 
much time on my hands and I was just 
venting my frustration. The next day, Mr. 
Fry came and found me and asked me to 
meet him in his classroom … he pulled out 
my paper filled with his comments and he 
said that since I had put in the time to write 
the paper, he felt that I deserved feedback 
on it. I'm sure he had better things to do … 
but he went through my paper line-by-line 
with me. He told me where he thought I 
had good ideas. He told me where I did 
not support my claims. And because he was 
a great teacher, he told me when I was full 

of crap. In the end, he said my paper raised 
some important issues about the commu-
nity service requirement. But, he said, no 
matter how good your ideas are, they don't 
mean anything unless you substantiate your 
claims. He said, ‘you can't build a brick 
roof on a house of straw,’ which remains 
one of the most important lessons I learned 
in high school. When I was frustrated and 
looking to vent, Mr. Fry took the time to 
listen to me and he made me believe that 
my opinions mattered. He taught me that 
no matter what motivates my opinions, I 
have to communicate responsibly if I want 
to be heard.” 
 Ben Moran ’93 remembers, “As a stu-
dent in his 10th grade class I saw it as my 
mission to get him to talk about anything 
but ancient history, and he often obliged. 
You can’t begin to understand just how 
fascinating this man was to a sophomore 
in high school, and how wonderful it was 
to debate real life issues in his classroom. 
As my perspective changed, he transformed 
from Coach Fry and Mr. Fry to just Fry. 

RemembeRing TOM	Fry

T
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And as my high school years unfolded and 
I grew both emotionally and intellectually, 
and as he revealed more of himself and 
his humanity, I realized that I had a great 
treasure. He became my life mentor, 
someone to answer to, someone to measure 
up to and someone to love who would love 
me in return. I realized all this at a young 
age and it is a testament to his gift with 
people that I was reached at all. Saying 
goodbye to him at grad night left me weepy 
and weak in the knees. I still remember an 
urge to run back and give him one more 
hug, an urge I could not deny. I remember 
his strong embrace, the twinkle in his eye 
and his chuckle as he sent me off into the 
world. Somewhere in there he had become 
my father figure.” 
 On the football field, Mr. Fry “was the 
same as in the classroom—always full of 

energy,” says Mr. Alex Rivera, Prep’s Direc-
tor of Athletics. Mr. Fry walked and talked 
dedication, preparation, and commitment. 
“He couldn’t wait till football started; he 
loved the interaction and the building of 
relationships. He believed in his players 
expressing their own ideas. When we won 
the CIF-SS championship in 2003, Tom 
would say to the team over and over, ‘make 
a commitment and express yourself on the 
field tonight, no regrets in the end’.” 
 Mr. Glen Beattie, fellow coach and 
teaching colleague acknowledges how 
Tom’s “dedication saw him blend his per-
sonal and professional lives. He scheduled 
vacations around visits to former students. 
He put together finely detailed practice 
plans and game plans based on a myriad 
of books and videos purchased during the 
year, conversations with other coaches, 
observing games at all levels, and his belief 
that any defense must be fundamentally 
sound. He drilled his players in the 
fundamentals until they could not help 
but become better.

  “He also believed that he could not ask 
his student-athletes to work harder than 
he did, so he put in hours late into the 
night, on weekends, and over holidays. Of 
course, Coach Fry would not consider this a 
sacrifice. In his value system, if it was worth 
doing, it was worth doing right.
 “And of course Coach Fry was not one 
to overlook faults. He would point them 
out, sometimes with humor, sometimes 
with a well-chosen phrase, and always with 
varying degrees of volume. His humor was 
pointed and edgy. To be the object of 
his humor meant acceptance into Coach 
Fry’s world. In this world you were eligible 
for one of his legendary hugs that served 
as both a greeting and a sign of belonging. 
He believed that kids were kids, and as 
such, are learning and growing and matur-
ing. He had an uncanny memory and could 

recall anecdotes about his players from 
years past and fill them in with details that 
would escape a less observant person.
 “Above all else, Tom was an honorable, 
honest man. Advice from Coach Fry was 
not to be taken lightly. It was from his heart 
and had no agenda other than what was 
right. As a fellow coach, you could disagree 
with the content of his argument (at your 
peril) but never its sincerity. You could not 
spend time around Coach Fry without be-
coming a better person or a better player.”
 Throughout his career, Mr. Fry received 
accolades for his dedication to Prep: the 
Class of ’87 Award for teaching in 1996, 
two yearbook dedications, the Senior Class 
Faculty Award in 2003, and the Detoy 
Award in 2009. In addition, the Rebels’ 
traditional Coaches’ Award for outstanding 
football player will be titled the Tom Fry 
Coaches’ Award. 
 During Mr. Fry’s illness he received 
countless cards, emails, and visits; in the 
fall season, he kept up his work with the 
Rebels, serving as Varsity Defensive Coach 

and coming to practice and games when he 
could. He passed away during Homecoming 
Week and the game was dedicated to 
him. His memorial service at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church on November 7 was 
packed with current and former faculty, 
students and parents, and included tributes 
from his brother Rick and their team-
mates from Occidental football and rugby 
squads; Mr. Michael Roffina ministered, 
the Flintridge Singers performed, and Mr. 
Peter Bachmann and Ben Moran spoke. 
A second memorial was held over the 
Thanksgiving holiday to allow alums who 
had not had a chance to travel back to 
campus to reminisce together. 
 Thomas Wirt Fry, JD, teacher, coach, 
mentor, friend, leaves his family, brothers, 
Rick and Charlie, their wives, Stephanie 
and Karen, nieces and nephews Jessica, 

Taylor, Caitlyn, Caralyn, Aaron and Amber 
—and the Prep community. 
 Mr. Beattie remembered his friend and 
colleague this way: “Tom Fry loved people 
and Tom Fry loved football, so it would be 
logical that he would love football players. 
He was drawn to people who embodied his 
own traits of passion, intensity, selflessness, 
and drive. He was also drawn to people 
whose circumstances prevented them from 
achieving those traits: these would be the 
rest of us. We can strive to become Tom 
Fry, but we cannot. The best we can hope 
for is to pick some of the things that com-
prise the essence of the man and follow 
them through to fruition.”

— Mel Malmberg

Contributions in memory of Tom Fry can be 
made to Flintridge Prep at www.supportprep.
flintridgeprep.org or the City of Hope 
Foundation. 



Flintridge Prep’s 
18th Annual 
Winter Concert

Nearly 150 musicians and singers per-
formed for a packed audience in Prep’s 
18th Annual Winter Concert on Wednesday, 
December 16. The Flintridge Singers, 
conducted by Mr. Steve Hill and accompa-
nied by Mr. William Schmidt, sang a diverse 
selection, including a Nigerian Christmas 
song in the Yoruba dialect called “Betele-
hemu.” The choral segment featured 
several talented soloists including seniors 
Sarah Randolph ’10, Alexandria Johnson 
’10, and Jeff Tobias ’10. Ten members of 
the 8th Grade Boys Chorus also performed 
numerous pieces.
 Instrumental performances conducted 
by Mr. Jon Murray filled Acts II and III. 
The Jazz Ensemble and the Jazz-Rock 
Ensemble pieces were whimsical and lively. 
The orchestra’s beautiful performance of 
“Winter” from Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons 
soothed the audience before reviving them 
with Bach’s “Sleepers Wake” and Tshai-
kowsky’s “Waltz of the Flowers”/”Trepak” 
from The Nutcracker. The evening’s music, 
infused with feelings of warmth and grati-
tude, sent Prep off on its winter break.

16

Fall Play Features Classic Whodunnit

An isolated island. No phone service. No boat. Ten strangers, one of whom (which 
one?) is a murderer. The quintessential murder mystery, Agatha Christie’s And Then 
There Were None has delighted generations of theatergoers since its appearance in 1944 
as Ten Little Indians. The classic mystery packed the Miller Theater November 12–14. 
The cast featured Maddie Case ’13, Callan Gies ’13, Evan Grobar ’14, Joshua Haug ’13, 
Jim Hotti ’14, John Henry Kurtz ’13, Nick Ottaviano ’13, Mary Clare Plaschke ’13, Katie 
Price ’13, Austin Roy ’13, and Emma Wood ’13. 
 The production was staged under the guidance of Director Scott Myers and Assistant 
Director Alice Gammill ’10. Patrick Ferry’s stagecraft class built the set, Rob Lewis and 
Grayson Reed ’04 designed the lighting, Robert Parker ’78 prepared sound effects, Jack 
McLaughlin ’10 operated the lights and was assisted by Alice Gammill ’10 on sound. 

Spotlight

Junior Parent Dinner

The Class of 2011 treated their parents to an evening of humor, rhythm, and harmony 
with performances for the annual Junior Parent Dinner on November 21, which helps 
raise funds for the Junior/Senior Prom in the spring. Held at the Masonic Temple 
in Pasadena, members of the class were “Singing in the Rain,” exploring Pink Floyd’s 
attitude about “Money,” and feeling a little self-righteous in “Chicago.” The emcee’s 
humor was a definite highlight and the whole Prep community got to enjoy the show 
Wednesday, November 25, before leaving for Thanksgiving break. 
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CRoss CountRy
Girls’. The girls’ cross country program 
continues their success with a great season. 
Welcoming eight freshman and five new 
sophomores, the team was a robust 27 
runners. Strong performances provided by 
Dot Silverman ’10 and Kate Kelleher ’13 
along with the outstanding efforts of fresh-
men Hannah Yoho ’13, Natalie Schwartz 
’13, and Kate Kersting ’13 drove team 
success. The Rebels placed 3rd in league 
and ran in the CIF finals with hope of 
returning to the State Championship in 
Fresno for the 10th year in a row. Lily 
Manuel ’13 was the team’s Most Improved 
Freshman, while Mari Paulson ’12 was 
the team’s Most Improved Sophomore. 
Most Improved Junior was Mallory Cohen 
’11 and Most Improved Senior was Kandice 
Jung ’10. Alex Hubert ’10 and Audrey 
Horwitz ’10 both received the Coach’s 
Award, due to their exceptional team 
effort and dedication. The team also has 
a new and unique award called the Cross 
Country Nut Award. This award is given to 
the athlete who is extremely enthusiastic 
about the sport, and Ellen Smrekar ’10 was 
the inaugural recipient. The team’s great 
effort could not have been possible without 
the leadership and hard work of this year’s 
Most Valuable Runner, Dot Silverman. The 
Rebels look to renew their success next 
year with a strong group of returning run-
ners, who gained valuable experience on 
the courses this year. 

Boys’. This year the Prep boys’ cross country 
team was running for history at the Prep 
League Finals. The boys’ team has won an 
impressive 17 consecutive Prep League 
titles. Unfortunately the winning streak 

ended this year, but the Rebels were run-
ning their best this season with their 3rd 
place finish in the Mount San Antonio 
Invitational. That 3rd place moved the 
Rebels into the No. 2 spot in the CIF South-
ern Section Division V rankings above rival 
Poly. To end the season, the Rebels had 
seven young men running in the Division V 
Championship. Those runners were Jason 
Bunn ’11, Kevin Heintz ’10, Jake Johnson 
’12, Danny Lazier ’11, Omar Martin ’12, 
and Jesse Redding ’11. Awards acknowl-
edged multiple runners including Most 
Valuable Runner, Kevin Heintz. The team’s 
Outstanding Performer in State Finals 
went to Jake Johnson, and Daniel Lazier 
was acknowledged for an Outstanding 
Performance in State Finals. As for the 
Junior Varsity, both Elias Ellison ’13 and 
Manuel Perez ’13 received the Newcomer 
Award for their continued progress and 
talent. Jeff DeFond ’10, keeping the team 
focused and encouraged, received the 
Leadership Award.

Football
Rebel Varsity. This year was a learning 
opportunity for the Rebel Football team, 
as they experienced adversity and deep 
sadness with the passing of beloved Coach, 
mentor, teacher, and friend Tom Fry. 
However, in the spirit that Tom Fry passed 
on, they fought the entire season and had 
an opportunity to make CIF playoffs. The 
team finished the season with a 3-6 record 
and missed playoffs after losing to Chad-
wick in their final Prep League game. 
 Injuries at critical times and some tough 
breaks plagued the Rebels, but there was 
no shortness of effort. Conor Dubin ’10 
rounded out the team effort with All-Prep 
League Honors, missing Prep League 
Defensive MVP by one vote. This year’s 
banquet honored many Varsity players, 
including Jordan Whaley ’11 who received 
the James Wood MVP award. This award 
has even greater importance considering 
Whaley was prevented from playing half 
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the season with a hamstring injury. Eric 
Kazangian ’11 was awarded the Dan Lewis 
Award. Eric’s quiet leadership and excep-
tional effort was one of the driving forces 
of the Rebels’ offensive and defensive play. 
Jordy Manker ’11 received the Joe Miller 
Award due to his consistent effort to be the 
best lineman. The team will continue to 
grow with the presence of younger players 
such as Offensive MVP Kory Hamane ’12, 
and Defensive MVP Chris Wirthlin ’12. The 
Most Improved Player this year was Alex 
Holden ’11. 
 Also, a new award was created, which 
will be an annual award for the player who 
most embodies the traits important to and 
part of Tom Fry’s life. The Fry Award is 
for individuals who understand the notion 
of person above player, team above player, 
and honor above all. This year the young 
man who embodied these qualities was 
the leader of the team, Conor Dubin. 
The Flintridge Prep community celebrates 
Tom for all he contributed and all we 
received. Rebel football players hope to 
honor his name with continued efforts to 
be great young men. The Rebels look to 
regain control of the Prep League with 
only five seniors graduating and most start-
ers returning. The team also welcomes a 
new Head Coach, Antonio Harrison ’01. 
Coach Harrison will try to bring the team 
back to the top of the league with responsi-
bility, accountability, and hard work.

Junior Varsity Football. The Junior Varsity 
team finished their season with impressive 
effort and great promise for the future. 
Some of the highlights were the wins at 
Homecoming over Prep rival Poly, and the 
win over Chadwick for the traditional game 
trophy. The young Rebels fought for every 
victory they earned. A large group of 15 
freshmen came out for the team this year 
and will undoubtedly be the future 
of the program. Many of these freshmen 
will be returning next year in hopes of cap-
turing a League title. The sophomores are 
preparing for the Varsity level and many of 
them have already begun their off-season 
workouts in hopes to bring the Rebels back 
to the top of the leader board. 
 A large group of athletes stepped up 
and made a name for themselves on the 

field, and so this year’s awards were ex-
tended to honor everyone deserving. The 
Outstanding Lineman award went to Josh 
Kim ’12, who protected his Quarterback 
and Outstanding Offensive Player, Clayton 
Weirick ’13. Daniel Jung ’12 lead the 
defensive side of the ball and received 
Defensive MVP. The Most Improved Player 
went to a young man who transformed 
himself on the football field, Tucker 
Chemel ’13. To complete the team’s effort 
and excellent play, MVP was awarded to 
Tyler Shum ’12 for his outstanding skill on 
both sides of the ball. 

tennis 
Girls’ Varsity and Junior Varsity. Both the 
JV and Varsity girls’ tennis had record-
making seasons. The singles play carried 
the Rebels to the CIF Playoffs for the first 
time in school history. Dominating this play 
was Kira Lee ’12, Jenise Vargas ’13, and 
Ali Preiss ’11. One doubles team played 
strong throughout the year and provided 
the Rebels with great success and hope for 
the future. Abby Letts ’13 teamed up with 
Isabelle Sohn ’11 and Lugene El-Harazi ’11 
for most of the doubles matches. Abby’s 
strong play provided power for any doubles 
team. Kira Lee was at the top of the team 
with an impressive league record of 28-2. 
Jenise Vargas followed with a league record 
of 27-3. Both led the Rebels to their most 
successful season ever. 
 In playoffs the Rebels faced the defend-
ing champions and lost, but feel it was a 
great experience for the upcoming seasons. 
The surprise player of the year was Devin 

Weakland ’11. As the season progressed, 
Devin increased her talent, knowledge, and 
love for the game. This effort won her the 
Most Improved Player Award. Kira Lee and 
Jenise Vargas took Singles Player MVPs. 
Most Valuable Doubles Players were Abby 
Letts and Lugene El-Harazi. 
 For the girls’ Junior Varsity team, 
Chelsea Cheng ’11 led the singles play 
and was awarded MVP. As for doubles play, 
Maya Dunn ’13 and Jennifer Fong ’11 had 
a very successful season and were given 
the MVP Doubles Team Award. The Most 
Improved Player Award went to Maddie 
Bouton ’11. Rounding out the awards was 
Tara Carrara ’11 as the Hardest Worker, 
Annie Lowery ’13 as the Most Dedicated, 
and Evie Bettman ’11 for Best Attitude. 
The young players look to provide a 
stronger base for the Varsity team next 
year to make another appearance in the 
CIF playoffs.

Girls’ Froshsoph volleyball team. 



19

Volleyball
Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity volleyball 
team was able to bring back the winning 
tradition this year. Following a four-year 
absence, Prep got back to the playoffs with 
the help of Marin Seifert ’10, Casey Meurer 
’11, and Tori Glebocki ’11. The trio was 
named to the Prep All-League Team. Casey 
and Tori received Second-Team honors 
while Marin finished with First-Team 
honors. The Rebels lost in the first round 
of the CIF Playoffs, but Coach Sean Beattie 
considers this team the best team in five 
years. Coach Beattie reported, “this was the 
first time in my coaching career when we 
had five girls who had 80 or more kills. It 
was a true team effort throughout the year. 
The team played with a lot of heart and 
won lots of games as a team.” The Rebels 
finished out the season with an 11-9, 6-6 
league record. Morgan Brown ’10 and 
Casey Meurer were Coach’s Award winners. 
Charlotte Kay ’11 and Tori Glebocki were 
Co-Defensive MVPs, and Marin Seifert re-
ceived Offensive MVP. The Rebels graduate 
a few seniors this year and will be looking 
to the enthusiastic play of the younger 
athletes next fall.

Girls’ Junior Varsity & Froshsoph. The two 
young and inexperienced teams had a big 
hill to climb but did a great job coming 
together by the end of the year. Both teams 
went through some learning woes, but as 
practice progressed, so did talent. By the 
end of their seasons they showed a compet-
itive drive, improved skill, and excitement 
for the game. They hope to return Prep to 

the CIF Playoffs for the second consecutive 
year and maintain their winning tradition. 
For the Junior Varsity team, Julia Miller ’12 
and Bryn McFadden ’13 were Co-MVPs. 
Kate Woolley ’12 received the Coach’s 
Award and Connell Studenmund ’12 
received Most Inspirational player. For the 
Froshsoph team, Gwen Anderson ’13 
and Ashley Kim ’13 were Co-MVPs. Natalie 
Markowitz ’13 was the team’s Most 
Improved, and Joyce Hu ’13 received 
Defensive MVP. 

WateR Polo
Varsity and Junior Varsity. The Rebels had 
a very tough year. The team went 0-4 in 
league play after some promising matches 
at the Malibu Invitational. The Rebels have 
been plagued with a few coaching changes 
and it doesn’t stop this year. The Rebels 
look to announce a new coach for the 
2010–2011 and begin anew. 

Middle School. The middle school Rebel 
water polo team had a fantastic season. 
Coached by Varsity water polo player 
Garrett Wax ’10, the Rebels were able to 
win both games of their season, which were 
played against rival Poly. The experience of 
a few club players, and the excellent effort 
provided by the newcomers, allowed Prep 
to dominate in the first game and over-
come adversity in the second to win a hard 
fought battle. The team is looking forward 
to expanding their season next year.

— Antonio Harrison ’01 

middle sChool 
RounduP 

Fall Sports Awards Banquet 

Football 
8th Grade

Defensive MVP:  Brian Heintz ’14
Offensive MVP:  Trip Westmoreland ’14
Coaches’ Award:  Robert Cartwright ’14 

7th Grade

Offensive MVP:  Tim Bates ’15
Defensive MVP:  Alec Greenawalt ’15
Coaches’ Award:  Riley Jones ’15

Volleyball 
Girls’ A-Team 

MVP:  Chelsea Johnson ’14
Coaches’ Award:  Christine Kazanchian ’14

Girls’ B-Team

MVP:  Erin Kim ’15
Coaches’ Award:  Olivia Markowitz ’15

Girls’ C-Team

MVP:  Kyla Bradley ’15
Coaches’ Award:  Ally Graves ’15

basketball 
8th Grade Boys’

Offensive MVP:  Robert Cartwright ’14
Most Improved:  Jarren Heidelberg ’14
Coaches’ Award:  Scott Tsangeos ’14 
and Trip Westmoreland ’14

7th Grade Boys’

All players were awarded the New Series 
AA plated medals for participation.

soCCeR 
8th Grade Girls’

MVP:  Cassie Redding ’14
Coaches’ Award:  Christine Kazanchian ’14

7th Grade Girls’

MVP:  Marina Corbisiero ’15 
Coaches’ Award:  Olivia Markowitz ’15

tennis 
MVP Doubles Player:  Roya Gheissari ’14 
and Marco Flores ’14
MVP Singles Player:  Andrea Kevakian ’15
Most Improved:  Alex Orloff ’15
Most Potential:  Ashley Lara ’15

Casey Meurer ’11

Jeff Tobias’10
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Brian Bean ’71

Brian Bean ’71 has had a successful career 
in the field of financial management. He 
graduated from Stanford Business School 
in 1980, and has held multiple positions 
in investment banking and asset manage-
ment. In the first ten years out of high 
school Brian studied botany, molecular 
biology, and zoology, served in the Marine 
Corps as an artillery officer, and then 
pursued his graduate degree in business. 
His professional life from that point kept 
him busy in the financial world. 
 However, there has always been a 
world, having very little to do with busi-
ness, that has captivated Brian since he 
was a student at Prep. Either in Jim Wolf’s 
’72 red and white VW bus, or “wild” Bill 
Wildhaber’s ’72 old Land Rover, Brian 
and company would head out for summer 
adventures in the American West. One 
summer Brian hiked 92 miles through 
the Wind River Range of Wyoming. He 
regularly camped and backpacked with 
his family, and he also once drove famous 
biologist Dr. Edmund C. Jaegger around 
the California deserts to assist him in field 
studies. For Brian, these excursions led to 
“a sense of delight and wonder in natural 
history.” 
 Being a business-minded professional 
and the lover of natural history, Brian 
purchased an historic Idaho ranch, where 
the “beautifully austere” Snake River 
plane meets the Pioneer Mountains. His 
Lava Lake Land & Livestock has become 
a leader in combining landscape scale 
habitat restoration and the development 
of “an economically viable and environ-
mentally sound business.” The company 
recently received the prestigious Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in Range-
land Management (2009) from the US 
Forest Service. 
 Operating with approximately 7,500 
sheep, the 500 acres which comprise 
the main ranch provide organic hay for 
winter feed. However, from late spring 
through early fall, the sheep graze across 
900,000 acres of public and private 
land—from the desert plane at 3,000 feet 

to the 11,000 foot peaks of the Boulder 
and Pioneer Mountains. This vast stretch 
of connected rangeland is one of the most 
remarkable and ecologically significant 
features of the operation. 
  “Because the ranch is bordered 
on two sides by Craters of the Moon 
National Monument and on a third side 
by a region that constitutes the largest 
roadless area in the Lower 48 States, we 
saw an opportunity to protect a large, 
connected landscape… Our vision for 
the ranch is of a working landscape that 
is rich with healthy wildlife populations 
and functioning ecosystems, preserving 
the wild nature of the land while using it 
carefully.”
 Bands of sheep, which are approxi-
mately 1,000 ewes each, are led by sheep-
herders, organized by Border Collies, and 
protected by Great Pyrenees and Akbash 
dogs. The herders “move sheep 125 miles 
—slowly, gently following the green up 
in the spring. It is a natural progression. 
The sheep move through the landscape 
and everyday is different.” The world’s 
most sophisticated rangeland monitoring 
system helps determine when and where 
the sheep can graze, and how much needs 
to be preserved for wildlife consump-

tion. Emphasizing the constant changes 
that must be managed, Brian exclaims, 
“this is a dynamic system; we are never 
done!” Included in that dynamic system 
are natural predators, such as black bear, 
mountain lion, and wolf. The herders use 
predator-friendly approaches in protect-
ing the bands. The dogs are an especially 
vital part of that defense, as well as radio 
receivers to track predator locations. 
  With incredible dedication and 
science, Lava Lake is reviving habitat 
on every scale—from the smallest haplo 
pappas flower, which only exists in two 
places on Earth, to thousands of acres of 
wildlife migration corridors across the 
West. The care and precision that Brian 
exercised in this project was first exempli-
fied by his Prep chemistry teacher, the late 
Carl Gruhn. Brian remembers him as “a 
very upright fellow with white hair and a 
wicked sense of humor.” When passing 
back papers, Mr. Gruhn would say, “I had 
to knick you boys, I had to knick you.” 
But Brian recalls warmth in his precision. 
“He cared so much. It was so clear.” And 
it paid off with two students in the class 
getting perfect scores on the achievement 
test. “He was unbelievably good.” Brian 
has applied that same sense of precision 
and drive for excellence in his business 
and ecological goals. 
 He and his wife, Kathleen, and 
two daughters, Phoebe (16) and Fiona 
(10), commute back and forth from San 
Francisco to the ranch. They love to ride 
horses out into the fields and expanses. 
“It is a very different way of life—large, 
textured, uncorrupted.” And it is “an 
incredibly interesting intersection of food 
and sustainability. It is about the conserva-
tion.” However, the conservation expands 
to include much more than the Idaho 
wilderness. It is also a conservation of a 
human connection to food and field. It is 
about the balancing of business with the 
appreciation and improvement of life’s 
condition. And Brian has found it “fantas-
tically gratifying.”

— Anne Wullschlager
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AL JOHNSON shares, “I am 
retired but still called upon to 
teach a class or two in a MA 
program I founded at Seton Hall 
in Human Resource Training and 
Development. Julie and I travel 
when we can, but really enjoy 
our four children, their wives and 
husbands, and our ten grandchil-
dren either at our home in Far 
Hills, NJ or Vero Beach, FL. We 
recently got together with DON 
LAIDLAW and his wife, Robin in 
Florida. I would enjoy seeing any 
of my classmates should they find 
themselves on the East Coast 
(New York area). We are not far 
from Princeton. My best to all.” 

 STEPHEN BEHRENDT prac-
ticed law in Los Angeles for 37 
years. He began as Deputy Public 
Defender for Los Angeles County 
and then opened his own general 
practice. He and his wife, Marilyn, 
have been married 42 years and 
have three sons and one grand-
son (pictured below). Stephen 
and Marilyn enjoy traveling as 
often as possible, and Stephen 
still enjoys the occasional game 
of golf.

Here's the pitch! 
If you are age 70 1/2 or older—

you can make a tax-free 

charitable gift from your IRA 

to Prep. 

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 permits taxpayers 

age 701/2+ to make direct distributions from a tradi-

tional or Roth IRA to a non-profit organization, such as 

Flintridge Prep, while excluding the distribution from 

their gross income. The maximum distribution allowed 

is $100,000 per taxpayer per year.

 Please consider making a charitable IRA rollover to 

Prep. Consult your tax advisor about how a charitable 

gift from your IRA will impact you. Your gift can make 

a difference to Flintridge Prep and make a difference 

in your taxes!   

 For more information about a charitable IRA roll-

over or other ways to help secure Prep’s future, please 

contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, at 

818.949.5524 or by email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
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1959
ERIC BAUMGARTEN (pictured 
below) retired as a partner from 
Ernst & Young in 2001 after a 
seamless career there since col-
lege graduation. “For the last 15 
years of my career, I specialized 
in the mergers and acquisition 
area by helping companies and 
buyout groups acquire and sell 
companies. I had significant travel 
around the world and built up a 
group in Los Angeles, which is 
now over 30 people in size. Since 
retirement, my wife, Lindalee, 
and I have been keeping busy 
by working on our ranch in Santa 
Ynez and traveling around the 
world.” 

1959

1959

 TONY EAGER and his wife, 
Jan (pictured below), have been 
married since 1965. Tony started 
his career in the advertising busi-
ness, which took him to Chicago 
in 1969. He worked for nearly half 
of his career in advertising, work-
ing on accounts such as Ralston 
Purina, Glad Bags and Wrap, 
Mattel Toys, Marlboro Cigarettes, 
Alka Seltzer, RC Cola, and Union 
76. “The ad business was good to 
us and I loved it, but the exten-
sive traveling gradually took its 
toll on me and my family so I con-
cluded that we needed a change. 
I resigned from Leo Burnett 
Advertising for a career change to 
Industrial Real Estate Brokerage 
with Coldwell Banker Commercial 
(now CBRE). Industrial Real Estate 
Brokerage has also been good to 
us, enabling me to spend more 
time with my wife and daugh-
ters, Katrina and Kristin. Our 
two daughters are now happily 
married and Katrina, our oldest, 
has given us five wonderful and 

to play ‘amateur cowboy’ on a 
good friend’s ranch in Montana 
by helping in the fall gathering 
of over 4,000 head of beef cattle, 
and assisting the branding, sort-
ing, and doctoring during spring 
roundups.”
 MARV GARRETT has prac-
ticed law in downtown Los Ange-
les for almost 40 years. In 1981 he 
joined Allen Matkins, and for the 
past ten years he has been gen-
eral counsel to the firm, handling 

1959

55th 
reunion
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healthy grandchildren. Retire-
ment has allowed us to spend 
time enjoying our hobbies, which 
include spending time with one 
another and our grandkids, ski-
ing, sailing, and biking. Three 
summers ago, Jan and I spent 
close to four months on our 
sail boat KRISTINA cruising the 
Great Lakes, and recently biked 
over 400 miles in the Colorado 
Rockies. Also, for many years 
now I have had the opportunity 
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weekends on his boat, and has 
been President of the Tuna Club 
of Avalon, the oldest sport-fishing 
club in the world.
 In 2008, GRAHAM SMITH 
(see below) retired as a full-time 
medical oncologist; however, he 
continues to practice part-time 
with Locum Tenens. He enjoys 
life in Durango, Colorado with his 
wife, Anne, a water color artist. 
They have four children and five 
grandchildren. His hobbies are 
skiing, hiking, music, and reading. 

Classes 1959 and 1960 celebrated their Golden Reunion!

Classes ’59 and ’60 returned to campus to celebrate their 50th Golden Reunion on Octo-
ber 9 and 10.  Nearly 60 alums including spouses were able to participate in the events at 
Mijares Restaurant in Pasadena on Friday evening and on campus Saturday evening. 

Making this milestone extra special was the attendance of former faculty member, TOM 
BRADBURY, his wife Ginny, and former staff and faculty member, JOHN PLUMB ’64.  
Many people traveled from locations across the United States to make it to the event, but 
traveling the furthest were CHARLES BOYLE ’60 who flew in from France, and Prep’s first 
foreign exchange student, CLAUDE-ALAIN BURDET ’60, who came from his home in 
Canada. 

On Saturday evening, the group gathered on campus for drinks, camaraderie, talks from 
Headmaster Peter Bachmann and Athletic Director Alex Rivera, music arranged by faculty 
member Jon Murray and played by students, campus tours, and dinner.  Many alums mar-
veled about the transformation of the school since their graduation. 

In honor of their reunion, the two classes contributed funds for a new scoreboard, which 
put the finishing touch on the newly refurbished Coach Jim Wood Memorial Athletic field.  
Many thanks to those who contributed and to reunion organizers MARV GARRETT ’59 and 
NORM MITCHELL ’60.

legal issues, including conflicts 
and professional liability. In addi-
tion to work, Marv has been very 
involved with Flintridge Prep. “I 
have continued to be active in the 
evolution of the school over the 
past 50 years as an alum, a parent 
of alums, former President of the 
Alumni Association Board, and 
a trustee. I was on the Board of 
Trustees in the 1980’s when the 

1959

decision was made to expand to 
co-education and Peter Bach-
mann became a member of the 
faulty, and am now currently in 
the middle of a second tour on 
the Board of Trustees. To watch 
the growth and development of 
the school into an extraordinary 
institution has been a great privi-
lege. It serves its student body 
beyond just secondary education 

by preparing every individual to 
be the best they can be in life 
and career.” Between time spent 
at work and at Prep, Marv also 
finds time for his hobbies, which 
include golf, saltwater fishing, and 
travel. He has been to all five con-
tinents (except Australia) and has 
traveled to both poles (or within 
five degree latitude of both). He 
also enjoys spending summer 

1960
PETER BARNETT currently works 
for Forensic Science Associates as 
a criminalist. “I have been work-
ing as a private consultant in the 
field of criminalistics for 40 years. 
Criminalistics is the application of 
natural sciences to the examina-
tion of physical evidence. I testify 
in court as an expert witness and 
have testified in a dozen or so 
states.” Peter and his wife, Dana, 
live in Oakland, CA where he is 
also a docent in the history de-
partment at the Oakland Museum 
of California.
 Since 1976, BILL BOLLINGER 
has taught humanities and Latin 
American Studies at Cal State Los 
Angeles where his research has 
centered on nineteenth century 
Andean history, political culture 
of Central America, and compara-
tive U.S. and Latin American race 
relations. His wife, Carmen Ríos, 
originally from Peru, is a psycho-
therapist and supervisor with L.A. 
County Children’s Services. They 
have three children, Marco, An-
dre, and Alex. Their family enjoys 
backpacking and travel. Bill has 
had to give up water sports after 
shoulder injuries, but has been 
able to live competitive swim-
ming and water polo vicariously 
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find a 
lost friend 

Reconnect online with 
your Prep classmates.

through his sons, one of whom 
currently plays on the national 
champion Santa Monica masters 
water polo team. (See above.)
 NICHOLAS GOODHUE 
taught for a few years after get-
ting his MA in Latin at UCLA, and 
then decided in 1973 to pursue 
law. “I went to UCLA Law School 
but practiced for only a year and 
half. At that point I began doing 
copyediting work for the Univer-
sity of California Press and have 
been occupied ever since doing 
freelance editorial and research 
work, mostly in the areas of clas-
sics, law, and philosophy. In De-
cember 2007, Sylvia Ashton and 
I moved to Bayside, Wisconsin (a 
suburb of Milwaukee) to take up 
residence in a Frank Lloyd Wright 
house that we had bought.”
 STAN HALES and his wife, 
Diane, just finished their first 
year back in California following 
retirement. They are now finding 
time for their favorite hobbies, 
including badminton, backpack-
ing (mostly in the Sierras), playing 
the five-string banjo, visiting their 
cabin in Green Valley Lake, and 

enjoying their new granddaugh-
ter, Lilian, born November 1, 
2008.
 IVAN WEINBERG shares, 
“All is well in Marin County. The 
practice continues to be brisk. I 
serve as Board Chair and General 
Counsel for GAIA, a non-profit 
with AIDS-related projects in Sub-
Saharan Africa, primarily Malawi, 
and have spent time there. My 
four sons are all grown and doing 
well. I still have a daughter in high 
school which keeps me young.” 

1965

KEN STUTZ says, “Hello to All! 
With fond memories…”

1968
JOHN SLEETER was elected 
Chair of the Washington State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
in June ’09 and re-appointed to 
a 4-year term of Commissioner 
by Governor Christine Gregoire 
on June 29. “I have been serving 
as member of the Washington 
Supreme Court’s Task Force 
revising the WA Code of Judicial 
Conduct since October ’08. I was 
also asked to join the Board of 
Directors at Wolf Haven Interna-
tional—a Tenino, WA based wolf 
education and rescue organiza-
tion. They are a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization, whose mission is 
‘working for wolf conservation,’ 
by protecting our wild wolves, 
providing sanctuary for captive-
born wolves, promoting wolf 
restoration in historic ranges, and 
educating the public on the value 
of all wildlife. Their Website is 
www.wolfhaven.org.”

1969
CHRISTOPHER C. MARTIN, 
FAIA, chief executive of AC Mar-
tin Partners Inc., recently received 
the Most Admired CEO award 
from the Los Angeles Business 
Journal for his business practices 
during hard economic times. In 
1968, Chris joined the 103-year-
old firm founded by his grandfa-
ther and slowly worked his way 
up the ladder. He is well known 
as a proactive, hands-on business 
leader. Formerly he has served 
as Chairman of the LA Chamber 
of Commerce, President of the 
LA Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects, and Chair-
man of the Orthopaedic Hospital 
Foundation. Chris enjoys working 
alongside family members in the 
office, including his son, PATRICK 
’94, who has already joined the 
company as an architect. 

1970

SCOTT MORGAN is still working 
for Lockheed Martin Corporation 
as a senior staff engineer. His 
work has taken him to Portugal, 
where the Spanish he learned 
from Professor Phil Acosta has 
served to help him learn “Porta-
nole.” “Portuguese is a tad more 
difficult to learn than Spanish, but 
with help from my Portuguese 
associates I’m learning. I am as-
sisting the Portuguese in the de-
velopment of a Civil Unmanned 
Aircraft, an endeavor that is 
sponsored by the Portuguese 
Government and the EU. Part of 
the job has me teaching systems 
engineering and aircraft systems 
design at the University of Minho. 
Since the Portuguese needed 
an in-country aircraft designer I 
interviewed several professors at 
the University of the Interior. The 
outcome of those interviews was 
the invitation to assist in the judg-
ing of the Air Cargo Challenge... 
an EU event that is a sibling of the 
SAE Heavy Lift Aircraft Competi-
tion in the USA. For my fellow 
alumni I have to tell you that Por-
tugal is the California of the EU, 
only missing 40 million people 
and with a heritage that goes 
back to the Visigoths, Romans, 

Celts, and of course the Moors. 
If you have been to the EU and 
were less than impressed, then 
you need to see Portugal. It’s 
clean, the people are friendly, and 
the food is fresh and ‘strong’... 
the Portuguese eat a lot of fresh 
fish and meat. The cheese and 
wine have no equal in the EU and 
they don’t export the good stuff 
as they don’t make enough to ex-
port. The food is also inexpensive 
if you stay out of the hotel restau-
rants. Two coffees, two bottled 
waters, two sandwiches, and two 
pastries for lunch in downtown 
Minho cost me three Euros, 
three weeks ago. You have to 
try Vinho Verde if you like Ital-
ian Lumbrusco. You can walk on 
roads paved by the Romans... 
no plastic or glass barriers. Lisbon 
is fascinating. If you are into Dan 
Brown and the Knights Templar, 
there are all sorts of artifacts to 
discover just walking around in 
the old Moor neighborhood of 
Alfama, Baixa and Barrio Alto. I’ve 
even seen the red Maltese Cross 
on a white background (from 
the Templars) in the entrance to a 
small church in Baixa, Our Lady of 
the Conception. Traveling north 
is like taking Hwy 5 north to San 
Francisco, rolling hills covered 
with cork and olive trees, instead 
of oaks. As you get close to the 
River Doro (do-oro means of 
gold) you enter the beginning 
of the foothills to the Pyrenees. 
Oporto (Porto) is located at the 
mouth of the River Doro on the 
North. Villa Nova Gaia is the sister 
city on the other side of the river. 
Port wine is actually held (and 
sampled) in the caves on the Villa 
Nova Gaia side of the river. I have 
an apartment 16 kilometers south 
of Villa Nova Gaia in Epsinho, 
three blocks from the beach. I 
live there two weeks out of each 
month. Public transportation is 
cheap and easy... like Paris. Unlike 
Paris, there are very few places 
that I would worry about any 
alumni walking around alone at 
night in either Lisbon or Oporto. 
Well… I’ve rambled on enough 
to give you a taste of what my life 
is like. My wife, Julie, is back in 
university studying, of all things, 
math and science. We are plan-
ning to take a three week vaca-
tion in Portugal in August... then 
it’s back to school for Julie. I invite 
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anyone who has more questions 
on what life is like living in the EU 
to write or call me (scott_e_mor-
gan@msn.com). A’te breve!”

1974
DOUG GILLESPIE and his wife, 
Cynthia, have lived in Redmond, 
WA since 1978, except for a two-
year adventure in South Bend, 
Indiana, where their eldest son, 
Erik, was born. “I have been in 
the textile industry for most of the 
30 years since college. Right now 
I work for a fiber producer out of 
Memphis. I met my wife at the 
University of Puget Sound and 
got married in 1980. Erik gradu-
ated from the University of Wash-
ington in 2003, and our youngest 
son, Drew, is a senior there this 
year. My Mom passed away 11 
years ago when my parents were 
living in San Diego. My Dad 
moved back to Pasadena and is 
at an assisted living home on Del 
Mar Boulevard. Please contact me 
at gillespie.doug@gmail.com.”
 TODD NOIA celebrated his 
one-year anniversary with wife, 
Stephanie, in Italy this July. (Photo 
below.)

years ago the subject came back 
up in email exchanges and the 
result was a 6,000 mile ride over 
12 days from Seattle up through 
British Columbia, the Yukon Ter-
ritories, and then into Fairbanks 
(pictured above). From there 
the team split ways with Bob 
exploring Anchorage, Seward, 
and Homer. Meanwhile Charles 
and I headed north up the Haul 
Road (Dalton Hwy) and well past 
the Arctic Circle. Charles was the 
adventurous one making it all 
the way to Deadhorse, where he 
was met with 24°F temperatures 
before heading back to meet 
up with Bob, Shannon, and me. 
Shannon opted to fly home from 
Fairbanks after logging 3,000 
miles sitting on the back of Dad’s 
motorcycle. We came back on a 
more easterly track to Seattle, but 
were able to ride the complete 
length of the Alaskan Highway. 
The photo was taken on our way 
back when we finally made it to 
the start of the Alaskan Highway 
in Denny Creek, British Columbia. 
Bob resides in Pasadena, Charles 
in Los Angeles, and I live in the 
Seattle area. Greetings to all of 
our classmates.” 

1978
ROBERT PARKER is now officially 
part of the iPhone phenomenon! 
“The ‘Ambiance’ app, only 99 
cents from the Apple iTunes 
store, now contains my composi-
tion, ’Cathedral Echoes,’ soaring 
sounds of a heavenly chorus 
accompanied by the celestial 
sounds of the King of Instru-
ments. Ambiance also contains 
sounds of nature and industry: 
streams, wind chimes, rain, urban 
and international sounds (BART 
platforms, Shibuya manga store, 
Chinese New Year), and a remark-
able variety of unusual elec-

tronica. A lovely way to perfume 
your environment with sounds 
to fit your mood—especially if 
your mood takes you somewhere 
to hear the soothing sounds of 
’Cathedral Echoes.’” 

1980

RIED BRIDGES was deployed to 
Iraq in 2005 and was awarded the 
Combat Infantryman’s badge. In 
2006-2007, he was in Counterin-
telligence, 19th Special Forces 
Group, and served as Army 
Jumpmaster and Jumpmaster 
instructor. Since retiring in 2008— 
after 28 years of service—he has 
been antelope hunting and large-
mouth bass fishing in Nevada 
and Northern California. Next 
year he’s headed to South Central 
America to fish for peacock bass. 
 MICHAEL ISAACS works as 
a senior vice president and prin-
cipal at Sullivan Curtis Monroe 
in Irvine, California. He joined 
the firm in 1997 and became a 
partner in 2007. He specializes in 
the commercial real estate indus-
try, providing risk management 
services. In 2007, he was voted 

one of the top insurance brokers 
in commercial real estate by Risk 
& Insurance Magazine. He is mar-
ried to Ivana and has a little girl 
named Allison, who is “one of the 
greatest joys in my life. She is now 
six years old and is absolutely a 
wonderful child.” 

1982
KIRK LINDESMITH has two 
children, Geoffrey, 9, and Brittney, 
11. “I have been a professional 
pilot for the last 15 years, the 
most recent five years, flying an 
eight passenger business jet in 
the fractional ownership industry. 
Unfortunately, the recession took 
over and put me on the street 
starting a new career search. I 
have moved around a lot but now 
live in Vacaville, which is west of 
Sacramento.”

1983
HOLLIE COTTON KRAMER 
shares, “My father-in-law, Jack 
Kramer, was honored for his 
achievements in tennis on July 21 
by Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor Michael Antonovich, and the 
rest of the supervisors at the Los 
Angeles Administration Building. 
It was very cool and he enjoyed 
being there with his family. He just 
turned 88 in August! Our oldest 
son, Brandon, is 21 years old, and 
attends Cal Poly Pomona on a 
tennis scholarship. Blake, our 19 
year old, is still finding his way! 
Our 12 year old son, Kodi, is an 
actor and appeared as a co-star 
in an episode of Hannah Mon-
tana titled, “Lilly’s Mom Has Got 
it Goin’ On,” alongside Heather 
Locklear and EMILY OSMENT 
’10. It was fun talking with Emily, 
as she and her brother, HALEY 

It’s easy.
donate online  

supportprep.flintridgeprep.org

Prep now accepts American Express and Discover, 

as well as MasterCard and Visa.
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1975

BRAD BACHTEL shared, “This 
summer, CHARLES IMSTEPF, 
BOB VARGAS, and I were joined 
by my daughter, Shannon, to fulfill 
a much delayed motorcycle trip. 
In 1974, much planning went into 
a potential trip to ride the Alas-
kan Highway before it was paved. 
We never had time or resources 
to accomplish the trip then. And 
Charles and Bob headed off to 
college the next summer and 
I headed to the US Navy. Two 
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have advice 
to give? 

Become a career mentor 

for a fellow alum.

1995

NAJEEB KHOURY was featured 
in a recent “Rising Stars” edition 
of Southern California Super 
Lawyers. An excerpt of the article 
follows: “In 1997, while earning 
a double major in history and 

 JOE KIM, his wife, Csilla, and 
son, Andrew, recently vacationed 
in Waikiki. According to Joe, “The 
trip was specifically planned for 
the picture of the boys (below) in 
their Prep Alumni t-shirts!”

JOEL OSMENT ’06, were both 
on set. Kodi has also been in a 
number of feature films including, 
The Santa Clause 3, Meet Dave 
with Eddie Murphy, and Invasion 
with Nicole Kidman. He has been 
in numerous commercials and 
just has fun acting. Our five year 
old, Kylie, is also an actress but 
doesn’t have her resume built yet! 
We are all doing great and hope 
to see everybody soon!!!!” 

1984
DAVID AFINOWICZ has been 
working as a DB marketing strate-
gist for Wells Fargo Bank Corpo-
rate for the last year after spend-
ing two years in Supply Chain 
Finance with Otis Spunkmeyer, 
Inc. “I’m still undecided whether 
the cookies or WFC Post-its and 
annual calendars are the better 
perks. In mid-September, my wife, 
Therese, and I happily celebrated 
15 years of marriage in Maui, 
while the grandparents watched 
our beloved 12 year old son, 
Timothy, and eight year old 
daughter, Sophie.”

1985

STEVE WRIGHT shares, “Al-
though I still have my hand in 
the family business as co-owner, 
in the spring of 2008 I became 
Senior Pastor of Calvary Chapel 
of Lake Elsinore. The Church web-
site is www.calvaryle.org where 
one can find information as well 
as recorded Bible studies.”

1986
CHRIS SEITZ and MICHELLE 
LOJESKI SEITZ ’92 are excited 
to announce the July 17th birth of 
their son, Anton Friedrich Seitz. 
(Please see picture listed under 
1992.) 
 
1988 
KECIA WIMMER recently moved 
from Los Angeles to San Diego 
with a bold and exciting new proj-
ect. “I spent last year launching 
my own company, Quattro Univer-
sity, which is a school for entre-
preneurs based in San Diego. I’m 
currently creating new ideas and 
writing a book with my sister, STA-
SIA WIMMER-EBRIGHT ’90 that 

will help young girls and women 
with Self Esteem, Confidence, 
Inner Courage, and Entrepreneur 
Etiquette. I’m looking forward 
to the future and would love if 
anyone from Prep wanted to 
get in touch with me at kecia@
keciawimmer.com.” 

1989
CHRIS JOHNSON is teaching 
French at the Dana Hall School 
in Massachusetts. He recently at-
tended a conference in San Jose 
for the American Association of 
Teachers of French, where he ran 
into Jacki Williams-Jones, who is 
still teaching French at Prep! (See 
below.)

visited STEFANI CLEMMENSEN 
FROST and RYAN FROST, and 
their fifth child, Matthew Hixson 
Frost, born June 3, weighing 
seven pounds, six ounces (below).

Utah (30 minutes outside of Salt 
Lake City), and are enjoying the 
beauties and luxuries of American 
living.”

1992
CHRISTINE HARRIS REYSNER 
shared, “After almost nine years 
practicing dependency, I have 
recently accepted a position 
as a senior staff counsel at the 
Office of Legal Affairs for the CA 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. I am still living in 
Sacramento, where I have been 
since 2001, and have two sons, 
Ethan (seven), and Adam (four).”
 MICHELLE LOJESKI SEITZ 
and CHRIS SEITZ ’86 are excited 
to announce the July 17th birth of 
their son, Anton Friedrich Seitz. 
(See below.)

25th 
reunion

saVe the date
May 1, 2010

1991

1989

20th 
reunion

saVe the date
May 1, 2010

1990

1992

15th 
reunion

saVe the date
May 1, 2010

1990

On June 1, KIRSTEN COCHRAN 
and Patrick Guthrie welcomed 
the arrival of their twin boys, Roy-
al Guthrie, seven pounds, nine 
ounces, and Vaughn Shelman 
Guthrie, six pounds, ten ounces. 
On a recent vacation in Colorado 
Springs, Kirsten and the twins 

 BIJAN KARIMI left the finan-
cial services world and changed 
to a career in emergency man-
agement. “Big career shift but 
worth it—challenge brings oppor-
tunity, I suppose. (I am sure Pete 
B. told us that years ago, but only 
now can we appreciate it.) Now 
I lead a team in Marin that is re-
sponsible for helping businesses 
and citizens get ready for the next 
‘big event.’ Are you prepared?”
 STASIA WIMMER-EBRIGHT, 
and her sister, KECIA WIMMER 
’88, are co-authoring a book that 
will help young girls and women 
with Self Esteem, Confidence, 
Inner Courage, and Entrepreneur 
Etiquette. 

1991
KAREN PEARSON WHITT 
shared, “So far this year has 
been action-packed. We started 
our year with five months living 
abroad in Dusseldorf, Germany 
and enjoying some European ad-
ventures. We arrived back to the 
U.S. just in time to welcome Luke 
Steven Whitt (see below) into 
our family. Although he was only 
four days overdue, he surprised 
us with his size–a whopping 11 
pounds 1 ounce! We have settled 
back into our home in the beauti-
ful little mountain town of Alpine, 



AlUMNI	NEWS26

politics at Williams College, he 
spent a semester in the West 
Bank studying Arabic writing and 
reading. He went on to Harvard 
Law School, graduating in 2002, 
followed by a year clerking for 
the chief justice of the Alaska 
Supreme Court, and another year 
working primarily on prisoner 
rights in San Francisco. He then 
earned a master’s in Near Eastern 
civilizations from the University of 
California, Berkeley, focusing on 
medieval Arabic philosophers. 
Wishing to be near family, Najeeb 
and his new wife, with a baby 
on the way, moved back to LA 
after his graduation in 2007. He 
began working for Howarth & 
Smith, a firm which represents 
both plaintiffs and defendants in 
extremely complex civil actions, 
specializing in ’bet the company’ 
cases, serious social concerns 
and groundbreaking legal issues. 
‘Najeeb Nabil is really brilliant 
at strategizing,’ says Lee Boyd, 
the of-counsel attorney and an 
adjunct professor at the Pepper-
dine University School of Law. ‘He 
tracks the most esoteric details 
of the law and does the deep-
est analysis possible.’ Equally 
important, she says, is that he’s 
unpretentious, humble and a 
great team player.”
 JENN CHAN LYMAN emailed 
to say, “After wasting away as 
a corporate slave for almost a 
decade, I quit investment bank-
ing last year and am living in 
Shanghai and working on my first 
novel.”
 ROB CORTEWAY recently fin-
ished his MA in economics from 
the University of San Francisco 
and is now working as a financial 
analyst at Silicon Valley Bank. 
 MATT GUILANIANS (pictured 
below) has been working in con-
struction management since com-
pleting his service in the US Army 

in 2003. “I have earned a dual MA 
degree from USC. My wife, Nan-
dita, and I married in 2007 and 
had our first child, Niobe, in May 
of this year. We recently returned 
from India where I was working on 
condos in New Delhi. I am now 
a senior construction risk advisor 
for Ernst & Young, LLC in Los 
Angeles and my current project is 
City Center, Las Vegas.”

1996
ROB COBB recently finished 
his chief resident year at LA 
County+USC and has taken on 
a position as faculty staff at USC. 
He is currently working as an 
inpatient specialist physician in 
the Department of Psychiatry and 
is the newly appointed Associate 
Residency Training Director for 
the USC Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences. “GO 
REBELS!!”
 TOM LEDBETTER and his 
wife, Carol, are pleased to an-
nounce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Abigail Tana Ledbetter, born 
on May 17. (Pictured below.)

1995

ALEXIS NEW-
MAN was recent-
ly inducted into 
the International 
Honor Society 
Beta Gamma 
Sigma after re-
ceiving her MBA 
from Pepperdine 

Graziadio School of Business 
and Management in August. She 
currently lives in Studio City and 
works as the Regional Market-

1996

ing Specialist for an engineering 
consulting firm in downtown Los 
Angeles. “I recently returned from 
a three-week vacation in France 
and Switzerland where I reunited 
with my Flintridge Prep senior 
prom date, David Gartmann, who 
resides in Geneva, Switzerland!”
 Though she questioned the 
merits of the institution in Mr. 
Bachmann’s Great Books class 
(during a discussion of Tolstoy’s 
Family Happiness), ELIZABETH 
VARNELL channeled her inner 
Austen and married Danny Olivas 
at a Sonoma winery on August 1. 
Her brother, STEPHEN VARNELL 
’94, flew in for the weekend 
and helped plot the route for a 
wedding day 5k in Healdsburg. 
Guests were led on what turned 
out to be an 8k, but everyone 
made it to the party that evening, 
even without Mullins’ bug follow-
ing behind to pick up stragglers. 
After a honeymoon in Europe, 
Liz and Danny are back in Rus-
sian Hill in San Francisco, where 
she is the Style Director at San 
Francisco Magazine, covering 
fashion, interior design, art, and 
architecture. Danny, Market-
ing Director for Whole Foods in 
Northern California, keeps the 
fridge stocked with post-running 
snacks (unless the waves are up 
and he takes them to the beach 
along with his board). Liz can be 
reached at evarnell@gmail.com. 
(photo below by Kristen Loken 
Anstey.)

his life in the creative innovation 
field. In November 2008, he and 
his partner formed 3Strand Inno-
vation LLC, and recently launched 
the public face of their company 
at www.3strandinnovation.com. 
While 3Strand focuses mainly on 
helping entrepreneurs bring new 
products and services to market, 
Charley has previously worked to 
design and build social networks, 
market research, graphic design, 
websites, products, branding, 
and organizational development 
for companies such as Whirlpool, 
Embrace, AIRTEL, INSEAD, and 
Apple.
 ALEX WHITE recently gradu-
ated from medical school and 
moved to Honolulu to start his 
internship in the Department 
of Radiology at Tripler AMC 
Hospital. He is enjoying living out 
of a hotel in Waikiki, for the time 
being.

1998
CHRIS MANG is a co-owner of 
Merengue Bakery & Cafe in Mon-
rovia, CA, a Cuban bakery which 
opened in June 2008 and special-
izes in potato balls, Argentinean 
empanadas, Cuban sandwiches, 
wraps, coffee, desserts, pastries, 
baked goods, custom cakes, and 
catering orders. “Come check 
us out! We are currently in the 
process of updating our website 
www.merenguebakery.com.”
 FLORA PAPPAS got engaged 
in July to her longtime boyfriend 
Pete Darby. “We met at Colgate 
when I was a freshman and he 
was a sophomore, and recon-
nected in LA four years ago! We 
are excited to start planning the 
wedding!”
 CHRIS RHOADES has “been 
in London for over a year and a 
half now, and other than adjusting 
to some of the subtle language 
differences (underwear is pants, 
pants are trousers, cigarettes 
are...) we’ve really been enjoying 
our time here. Working for Disney 
is still enjoyable, even with the 
lack of ‘pixie dust’ in the economy 
at the moment! We’ve been tak-
ing advantage of our location and 
doing a bit of travel—probably 
the furthest we’ve been is Mar-
rakech, which was really amazing. 
I also just made it back to LA a 
couple of weeks ago, and was 

1996

1997
After spending three years pursu-
ing his MA in industrial design at 
the Art Center College of Design 
& INSEAD International Busi-
ness School, CHARLEY BUSH is 
excited about the next stage of 
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Announcing the Flintridge Prep 
online community and mentorship forum!

my.FlintridgePrep.org
Flintridge Prep has always been about close rela-

tionships. We hope our online community will help 

continue these relationships and offer a place 

where new ones can begin. Use my.flintridgeprep.

org to connect with alums, seek mentorship in a 

field of interest, or join a local alumni group.

A unique entry code, provided to you via email or 

mail, is required to initially sign into the communi-

ty. If you did not receive your code, please contact 

the Office of Alumni Relations at 818.949.5526.

For more information about the features and 

benefits of this community, please see the inside 

cover of this magazine. 

able to see NIGEL PRETTY and 
CHRISTINE STEENKEN ’00. It 
was great to be back, even if I 
had to take five freeways to get 
from LAX to my hotel, and it was 
still 90 degrees at 10PM - quite 
a difference from the Tube and a 
high of 78 on the hot days!”

1999
LORI TASHJIAN recently became 
a licensed clinical social worker, 
and is currently working in com-
munity mental health, but would 
eventually like to have a private 
practice working with children 
and families, and specialize in 
childhood trauma. “I will be trav-
eling to Nepal for the third time 
to see old friends and do some 
trekking in the most beautiful 
mountains in the world!”
 TARYN SOKOLOW moved 
back to Kauai in April and “had 
an awesome six-man outrigger 
canoe paddling season. My team 
did the Molokai challenge, a 
40-mile open ocean race from the 
island of Molokai to Oahu and 
came in 25th in our class out of 87 
canoes. Also, I’m engaged! Tyler 
Rodighiero and I (see below) are 
getting married on May 16, 2010 
on our favorite Kauai beach.”  

1999

St. Regis Pacific ballroom, which 
was transformed into a jazz sup-
per club with a 22-piece band 
providing the music. Flintridge 
alumni LISA METZ ’99 served as 
one of Erin’s maids of honor. Her 
brother Kevin Kaneko of Hono-
lulu, HI served as her best man, 
and classmate ALAN GASKILL of 
Beijing, China was also a member 
of her wedding party. Other 
Flintridge alumni in attendance 
included classmates GEOFF 
HOUK, BEN KROOP, RICHIE 
LANG, STEVE McQUAIDE, SAM 
TYRE, and MATT LINDER ’98. 
Erin and Travis traveled to the 
beautiful Cook Islands for their 
honeymoon, where they spent 
many hours relaxing on secluded, 
white-sand beaches and scuba 
diving in the crystal clear, warm 
water of the South Pacific. On 
June 27, 2009, the couple partici-
pated in a traditional Japanese 
ceremony and reception held at 
the Four Seasons Hotel Tokyo at 
Chinzan-so. They performed the 
Shinto “san-san-kudo” ceremony, 
which is a formal and ritualized 
drinking of a small amount of 
sake by the bride, groom, family 
members, and friends symboliz-
ing the joining of the two families. 
Erin and Travis reside in Tokyo, 
Japan. Both attend Waseda 
University. Erin is a PhD candidate 
in the Department of Interna-
tional Relations and Development 
Economics, and Travis is pursu-
ing a MA degree in international 
marketing. 

2000

2000
ERIN KANEKO and Travis 
Joseph Young were married on 
May 2, 2009 at the St. Regis 
Resort & Spa in Dana Point, CA. 
The Irish-themed ceremony was 
officiated by long-time friend of 
the Kaneko family, Judge Wade 
Olson. An Irish sextet and world-
renowned singer Gavin Coyle 
provided music for the ceremony. 
The reception was held in the 
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need career 
advice? 

Find a Prep career 

mentor online.

2001
On September 19, CHRIS 
COLE married Mary Stathatos 
in a ceremony at St. Andrew 
Catholic Church in Pasadena 
(below). Prep classmates attend-
ing included best man DAVE 
POEHLER, groomsmen PAUL 
GRANIERI, CHASE ATKINSON, 
BRYAN DENTON, BRENDAN 
KELLEY, NICKY LOOMIS and 
CHRISTIAN SWEGAL.

2001

in a developing country and got 
more experience in surgical set-
tings. During her stay in Uganda 
she met up with fellow Prep alum 
SHARI QUAN, who has been vol-
unteering with the Peace Corps 
for the past two years. 
 JESSICA MIKITY graduated 
from the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, Washington, 
and loved the area so much that 
she decided to stay there! She 
works with middle school children 
through the MetroParks SPARX 
program, and spends her free 
time remodeling and landscaping 
her home.
 BRANDON ROGERS mar-
ried the former Carmen Gloria 
Pérez Peña from Concepción, 
Chile in the Los Angeles Temple 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints on May 2, 2008. 
“Carmen is the greatest blessing 
in my life by far and we are do-
ing great up here in Utah making 
our life together.”(See below.)

2003

2003

2001

2003
This past summer, JENNIFER 
CHA, as a first-year medical 
student at Loma Linda University, 
volunteered at the Ishaka Adven-
tist Hospital in Uganda, where she 
experienced hospital conditions 

 SEVAN YEGHIAZARIAN 
graduated from UCSB in 2007 
with a major in biopsychology 
and is currently attending USC 
Keck School of Medicine. 

2004
After spending a summer as an 
intern with Pentagram Design 
in New York City, ANDY CHEN 
moved to London, England, 
where he is studying at the 
Royal College of Art as part of 
his Fulbright grant. His writing 
was recently published in Open 
Manifesto, an Australian publica-
tion celebrating graphic design. 
Appearing in the same issue 
was Sol Sender, the designer of 
the Obama logo. You can follow 

Andy’s adventures (and see his 
portfolio) at andychendesign.
com.
 KURT HOFER is in his second 
year of graduate school at Tulane 
University in New Orleans. He is 
teaching undergraduate Spanish 
at Tulane while working on his MA 
and PhD in Spanish literature. 
 KATIE KELLEY HOUSE 
graduated from Michigan State 
University in May 2009 and lives 
in Lansing, MI with her husband, 
Greg.
 JEFF SOULEK has joined his 
mom, Kathy Soulek, as Partner 
in her real estate business. They 
specialize in homes, condos, and 
residential income property in the 
San Gabriel Valley and hang their 
hats in the Prudential office on 
Lake Avenue.
 ANIE YEGHIAZARIAN gradu-
ated from UCSB in 2008 with a 
major in psychology, and is cur-
rently pursuing her MA in social 
and organizational psychology at 
Columbia University.

2005
MATT TAPPIN is a second-year 
student at Duke Law School. He 
was a quarter finalist in the Moot 
Court Competition, is on the 
Moot Court Board, and is also a 
member of the Duke Law Journal. 
He spent last summer as a sum-
mer associate for King & Wood 
in the Beijing office and has ac-
cepted a position next summer as 
a summer associate for Simpson, 
Thacher & Bartlett in New York 
City. 
 HEATHER CHETIAN SHARPE 
and JORDAN SHARPE married 
June 27 at the Sharpe Family 
Ranch in Arroyo Grande, CA (see 
below). More than 20 close “Prep 
alumni” friends attended the 
wedding, including JENNIFER 
SINCLAIR ’04, SARAH WOLF, 
and ALI WOLTER, who were in 
the bridal party.

2005

2001

daughter, Juliette (see below), 
born on August 6, weighing nine 
pounds, three ounces. They re-
cently moved to Denver, Colorado 
to be closer to Lindsay’s parents. 
Lindsay is excited to start working 
as a dentist and can be reached 
at lindsay.hollis@gmail.com. 

 LINDSAY CROXEN WILLIAMS 
graduated from the University 
of Maryland Dental School last 
May and received her Doctorate 
of Dental Surgery. She and her 
husband, Charles, are delighted 
to announce the arrival of their 

 SARAH KING KRAUSZER 
married Adam Krauszer on 
August 8, 2009 (see below). The 
wedding was held in Chicago, 
where the couple currently 
lives. Classmates ELLEN CHOI 
and BRITT SASAKI served as 
co-maids of honor. Sarah looks 
forward to returning the favor 
at Britt’s upcoming wedding in 
January 2010. Other alums in at-
tendance were LEANNE STEIN, 
CHRISTINE WANG, MIRIAM 
ANTHONY, ABHILASHA BAN-
SKOTA ’02, ALLISON MAGINN 
’02, and NATASHA DRETZKA 
’02. 
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Alumni Sports Day

On a crisp December 18, alumni 
athletes came out in full force to 
take on the current Varsity teams 
in Boys’ Basketball, girls’ Bas-
ketball, Coed Water Polo, and 
Coed Soccer. Some came just 
to cheer, as more than 50 alums 
returned to their Rebel court, 
field, and pool. 

Alumni-in-College 
Thanksgiving Open House

Alumni who are now attending college 
returned to campus the Wednes-
day before Thanksgiving for a warm 
breakfast and reconnection to the Prep 
campus. An enjoyable morning was 
spent catching up with classmates and 
former teachers. After the reception, 
alums joined the rest of the campus in 
Norris Auditorium to watch the annual 
JPD assembly.

Sports Day Scoreboard
 Alumni Varsity

Coed Water Polo 14 13

Coed Soccer 2 5

girls’ Basketball   38 64

Boys’ Basketball 86 84
   Alumni win in last second!

A. Mark Baker, Isabella Lores-Chavez ’08, Claire 
 Kinder ’08, Taylor Haney ’08, and Daniella 
 Allevato ’08
B. Jasleen Singh ’09, Kristina Espinosa, and 
 Effie Yang ’09
C. Laura Kaufman and Nitya Rajeshuni ’09
D. Nicole Elby ’09, Conner Verreaux ’09, and 
 Madison Zeller ’09

A

B

D

C
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2006
AYANA MARTIN graduated 
Summa Cum Laude from Bene-
dict College in December and 
will be interning in the spring 
with Nobel Laureate David Balti-
more at Caltech. Next fall she will 
begin a PhD program in molecu-
lar science at the University of 
Maryland.
 PHILLIP WEST and his 
brother, KEVIN ’08, are both 
thriving at Lehigh University—in 
rival fraternities, of course! 

2007
NICK WEINSTEIN is a junior at 
Occidental College and is the 
Vice President of his fraternity 
(SAE), Vice-President of Philan-
thropy for the Greek Council, and 
Treasurer of the Phi Alpha Delta 
Law Fraternity. He is also a part of 
the Occidental Engage Program. 

2008
NICK LOUI loves Emerson Col-
lege and Boston. He is on the 
Dean’s List and credits Prep for 
his excellent preparation. He 
just switched his major from film 
production to marketing. He 
spent last summer in LA work-
ing at Catalyst (Ashton Kutcher’s 
production company), Sony 
International Pictures, and Mirch 
Animation. 
 After spending her freshman 
year at Hawaii Pacific University 
in Honolulu, KARI VAN HORN 
transferred back home to USC. 
Kari is a psychology major and 
is thinking of expanding into the 
field of journalism.
 JACQUELINE SWAIDAN 
traveled to the Mediterranean 
during the summer with her 
family. While in Italy they visited 
Rome, Florence, and Naples, and 
then took a cruise to the Greek 
Isles, Turkey, and Egypt! The 
attached photo is of Jacqueline 
and her sister, CATHERINE ’13 
(who started at Prep in the fall) in 

2008

ALUMNI 
cONNEcT 
ONLINE

Alumni Receptions 
san Francisco Alumni Reception 
THURSdAy, FEBRUARy 25, 2010
6:30–8:30 pm, One Market Street Restaurant
rsvp jepley@flintridgeprep.org

pRep Reunion DAy
SATURdAy, MAy 1, 2010 
Classes of ’50, ’55, ’65, ’70, ’75, ’80, ’85, 
’90, and ’95

If you would like to help organize your class 
reunion, please contact Jacqueline Epley, 
Director of Alumni Relations, at jepley@
flintridgeprep.org or 818.949.5526

pRep GolF touRnAment
Extend your reunion weekend and play in our 
golf Tournament!  Reaquaint with friends and 
former teachers on the fairway, give your best 
shot for a hole-in-one and feast on barbeque 
fare and drinks in the clubhouse. 

MONdAy, MAy 3, 2010
La Canada Country Club and golf Course
Sponsored by the Fathers Club.  Proceeds to 
benefit the John Plumb ’64 Endowment Fund 
in support of faculty enrichment programs.  

For more information, or to request an 
invitation if you live outside of the Southern 
California area, contact Barbara Ealy, Director 
of Special Events at (bealy@flintridgeprep.org) 
or call 818.790.1178.

A l U M N I 	 C A l E N DA r 	 O F 	 E v E N T S

MY.FLINTRIDgEPREP.ORg:  the online 
community and mentorship forum 

FACEBOOK:  become a fan of Flintridge Prep at 
alumni.flintridgeprep.org/facebook

alumni.flintridgeprep.org
Alumni HomepAge: Check out the alumni webpages for alumni 
news and profiles, photographs, and a calendar of events. 

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or by phone, 818.949.5526. You 
may also use the online Alumni information update form or mail to Jacqueline epley, Director 
of Alumni Relations, Flintridge preparatory School, 4543 Crown Avenue, la Cañada Flintridge, 
CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406. email digital images (Jpeg or TiF file format, 300 dpi resolution, 
size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to prep’s office of Alumni Relations. news and photos 
may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages, depending on image quality and 
space availability.

Double up
with a matching gift!
 
Corporate matching gifts can boost the power of your donation. 
Check with your employer about a company matching program or 
contact Donna Merchant at dmerchant@flintridgeprep.org[]
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GERALD BRIDGES ’55 passed away October 16, 2009. After graduating from Prep, Gerry 
went to USC. He eventually made his way to New Jersey, where he spent 45 years working for 
CB Richard Ellis, most recently as a Director of Business Development in the Global Corporate 
Services group. He was considered a true pioneer in his business and was much admired by all 
who worked with him. A memorial service was held by his family in California. 

JEFFREY M. BUCHER ’50 passed away June 22, 2009. Jeffrey was a Flintridge Prep Trustee 
from 1970-1981 and served as Board Chair from 1979-1981. He lived in Newport Beach, CA. 

THOMAS FRY, beloved friend to all in the Prep community, passed away October 21, 2009, 
after a six month battle with cancer. Please see the memorial profile on page 14 to read more 
about Tom’s life and all the gifts he gave in his 52 years. We all miss him dearly and are thankful 
to have known him in the time we were given. 

HAL HALVERSTADT ’51 passed away December 14, 2008. After graduating from Prep, Hal 
went to Pomona College, where he was involved in theater and drama. He served in the US 
Army and was a Korean War Veteran. He pursued a career as an editor, writer, and editorial 
director for Warner Bros. in New York, NY and Seven Arts Records in Burbank, CA, then opened 
up his own antique shop called “Gazebo” on Melrose and, later, Robertson Blvd.

Headmaster Peter Bachmann reports, “JOHN HAMILTON, Chairman of our history depart-
ment from 1970—1986, passed away quietly in November at the age of 88. Students of that 
era will recall Mr. Hamilton holding court in room 25, dapper in his three piece suit. Initially in-
timidated by his somewhat curmudgeonly manner, students soon grew to know an enthusiastic 
storyteller, who loved talking about history, politics and travel. Teaching across the curriculum, 
his favorite subjects were European history, Great Books, and government.” There will be a me-
morial service for John on Saturday, February 6, in San Luis Obispo. Any Alumni are welcome to 
attend. For additional information, email to JDHmemorial@gmail.com

TENI KHACHATOORIAN ’99 passed away November 6, 2009. She will be dearly missed by 
her family and friends.

JENIFFER KIM ’87 passed away on August 3, 2009 at UCLA Santa Monica Hospital. She was 
39 years young. She died peacefully surrounded by her loving family. Jen is survived by her 
mom and dad; her sister and brother-in-law, Julie and Sam Chung, their children Chelsea, 
Charlotte, and Conner; her brother and sister-in-law Bryce ’85 and Lisah Kim, and their children 
Reina, Remy, and Michael among other relatives. She is remembered for her warmth and kind-
ness and will be missed by all of us. 

WHIPPLE H. MANNING, father of alums Elizabeth Manning Pearce ’85 and Tom Manning ’84, 
passed away at his home in Tucson Foothills in Arizona on November 4, 2009. He loved read-
ing, fishing, and spending time with his family and friends. He is survived by his wife, Jacque-
line, two children, and five grandchildren. 

Former Flintridge Prep Headmaster CLAY NOIA passed away on Nov 26, 2009.  Clay was an 
English teacher, an Assistant Head for the Lower School, and the Headmaster for several years 
ending in 1972.  Clay later moved to Denver, where he continued teaching. He returned to 
California close to 15 years ago and taught English at Mary Putnam Henck Intermediate School 
at Rim of the World near Lake Arrowhead, California. He is remembered warmly for his commit-
ment to teaching and education, and will be missed by family and friends. 

BARRY PINNOLIS ’67 passed away May 20, 2009, after bravely confronting a diagnosis of 
ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. After graduating from Prep, Barry received his BA 
from UC Berkeley, and his law degree from UC Davis. He also earned a MA in clinical psychol-
ogy from Antioch University in 1994. Barry’s law practice focused on family and civil litigations, 
and he was a recipient of the Pro Bono Award for Service in creating the Santa Barbara County 
Children in the Middle Program in 1996. His loving wife, Laurence, daughter, Anna, and brother, 
Toni miss him dearly and are so proud of his life. His brother writes: “In keeping with Barry’s 
dedication to defending and protecting the rights of those who need it most, you may want 
to visit the ALS Association website, with a special link for Remembering Barry. It is a tribute to 
celebrate his life and advance research and assistance for those now living with the disease.”

WINIFRED WADDELL, mother of Jim Waddell ’80, passed away on September 15, 2009 
surrounded by loved ones at her home in San Marino. She will be greatly missed by her friends 
and family.

hard to stay 
in touch? 

Update your profile 

online.

Cairo at the pyramids. Jacqueline 
would like to be in touch with her 
classmates and may be reached 
at swaidan@usc.edu. 
  KEVIN WEST and his brother, 
PHILLIP ’06, are both thriving at 
Lehigh University—in rival frater-
nities, of course! 

2009
ANDREA SHEA was honored 
in the August 2009 “Best of LA” 
issue of Los Angeles Magazine. 
The article, titled, “101 of Our 
Favorite Things” ranked her blog 
number 10 for the Best Blog 
by an LA Teen. The article says, 
“With sarcastic observations 
on human behavior, ANDREA 
SHEA’S ‘Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Hear’ reads like 
something Holden Caulfield 
might write. The movie reviews 
are smart, and her complex fiction 
has darting dialogue à la Aaron 
Sorkin. The 18-year-old Flintridge 
Prep grad isn’t above skewering 
the iconic, from Vegas to Twilight, 
with a lordly humor.” Check out 
her blog at aestheticanomaly.
webs.com. 
 AARON FRIED (below) is 
having a great start at Boston 
College and loves it there! 

2009
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Become a member 
of the Lowery Society!

Flintridge Preparatory School established the 

Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize 

individuals who remember the school in their estate 

plans or through other deferred giving arrangements. 

 

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first 

president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy and 

commitment to excellence and student development. 

Individuals who take the step to include Flintridge Prep 

in their estate plans will be honored as members of the 

Lowery Society.

To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep, 

please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, 

at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

include prep in your estate plan



PrepTalk is published for the alumni, friends, 
current and past parents, faculty, 
and staff of Flintridge preparatory School.

eDiToRiAl CounCil
peter Bachmann, Headmaster
peter Vaughn, Assistant Headmaster
midge Kimble, Dean of Students
Art Stetson, Director of Admissions
Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development
Jacqueline epley ’97, Director of Alumni Relations
Anne Wullschlager ’97, Director of publications
Antonio Harrison ’01, Sports Writer

please send all correspondence to
Flintridge preparatory School
4543 Crown Avenue
la Cañada Flintridge, California 91011
phone:  818.790.1178  Fax:  818.790.7406
e-mail:  prepTalk@flintridgeprep.org

Flintridge preparatory School offers a 
rigorous, moral, and intimate learning 
environment, nurturing in its students the 
skills, knowledge, values, and inspiration 
essential to a rewarding college experi-
ence, a lifelong embrace of education, 
a devotion to community, and a full and 
responsible life.

prepTalk is printed on paper which 
includes post consumer fiber.

Save the date
Monday, May 3, 2010

Flintridge Preparatory School
Fathers Club 
Golf Tournament and Dinner
La Cañada Country Club

Register online at www.prepfathersclub.org

Contacts:
Barbara Ealy  
818.949.5522
bealy@flintridgeprep.org

John Johnson, Fathers Club Coordinator
626.204.6380
jojohnson@spartantsg.com



Flintridge preparatory School
4543 Crown Avenue
la Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
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www.flintridgeprep.org

pARenTS oF Alumni:
if this publication is addressed to a son 
or daughter who no longer maintains a 
permanent address at your home, please 
inform the Alumni office of his or her 
current mailing address. Thank you for 
helping us keep our records up to date.
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alumni@flintridgeprep.org
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