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embracing lifelong learning

On a recent Friday, Rob Hamlyn invited me to his junior British literature class for 

a study of classicism and romanticism. When I walked in, I found four additional 

colleagues participating in the session. Earlier that day, I’d had my own faculty 

visitor for my 1st period class. Spanish teacher Fabian Bejarano was spending the 

day shadowing a senior in order to experience a 12th grader’s day. Each of us will 

shadow a student this year, just as each faculty member participated in a trio of 

teachers last year, an effort in peer consultantship on teaching style. The key to 

effective teaching, of course, is interminable learning, and much of our professional 

development occurs each day as we interact with deeply talented faculty members 

here on campus. At every faculty meeting, two or more of us share our teaching 

innovations with everyone. Our culture of professional cross-pollination grows 

each year. 

Inside the classroom, we invite students to enter our culture of inquiry and engage-

ment. Recent brain research suggests that students learn demonstrably more when 

they feel safe, encouraged, and genuinely stimulated. As teachers set their own 

goals, we encourage them to experiment with varied, imaginative, and interactive 

techniques to supplement their time-honored and deeply successful methods. 

Lab components are incorporated into pre-algebra, community impact projects 

are essential to 8th grade science, investments of funds are used in an authentic 

portfolio, and LA culture is being integrated into much of the curriculum. All fuse 

theory and practice in an immediately impactful way.

Our mission statement celebrates the “embrace of lifelong learning.” The language 

was chosen carefully and imagines perennial education as a pleasure and not merely 

a task. We want the learning community of Flintridge Prep to be the model for all 

of our lifetimes.

Peter Bachmann

Headmaster

From the Headmaster

A powerful 
combinAtion 

for prep 
clAssrooms

For faculty at any school, the opening 
meeting in late August is like stirring 
from a deep sleep. Summer has of-
fered up its calm, bright warmth, and 
responsibilities of the school year have 
faded to the background. Starting back 
to school takes some adjusting, and 
the opening faculty meeting provides a 
sort of state of the union presentation 
to signal the start of a new year. Head-
master Peter Bachmann and Assistant 
Headmaster Peter Vaughn talk strate-
gic plans and block schedules, human 
development and Nicaragua; other 
teachers stand up to give important 
announcements, and what is quickly 
revealed within Miller Theater is that 

we are a very talented group of come-
dians—each teacher adding their own 
deft, dry, and hilarious commentary on 
the routine of returning to another year. 
But ultimately we know we are embark-
ing once again on the serious mission of 
leading students through challenging 
material, and at times we as teachers 
are going to find ourselves in need of 
guidance as well. 
 This is where Dean of Faculty Sarah 
Cooper steps in, posing questions, of-
fering support and providing a frame-
work for the year. She shares a summer 
of research on teaching, and challenges 
her colleagues to keep two principles 
in mind: inquiry and empathy. The two 

 of empAthy & 
 inquiry

by Anne Wullschlager ’97
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principles seem distinct at first, but 
ultimately one depends on the other—
without empathy, there is little chance 
for true inquiry. Dean Cooper says,“We 
want to push students to think really 
hard, while giving them the emotional 
support to do so.” 
 Realizing that meaningful inquiry 
requires a certain amount of risk, Prep 
is dedicated to creating an environment 
in which kids are willing to take risks. 
Peter Bachmann puts it simply, “When 
kids feel safe and secure, they think bet-
ter.” Ultimately, all teachers, in order to 
empathize with kids, need to ask them-
selves, “What is it like to be a student in 
my classroom?” 

From their point of view 
To help answer this question, every 
teacher at Prep will shadow a student 
once this year. From homeroom first 
thing in the morning, through lunch, 
and until 2:30 when the final bell of the 
day rings, teachers will get a detailed 
sense of a student’s daily experience. 
 Reflecting on his day spent follow-
ing an 8th grader, math teacher Vatche 
Hagopian exclaimed, “Kids are kids!” 
Beyond witnessing playful passages 

between rooms and jocular student 
exchanges, he became especially aware 
of “the little things, the coming into the 
classrooms, the sitting, the looks . . . just 
everything.” He was able to talk with the 
student at the end of the day and do a 
short de-brief on the experience, and 
believes the exercise “will give all teach-
ers a deeper understanding of students 
within a grade.”
 Many alums likely remember Mr. 
Hagopian as a soothing influence within 
the stress-inducing subject of math, 
and they will be happy to know that 
hasn’t changed. After shadowing, Mr. 
Hagopian still wants to provide a “quiet 
moment” in the chaos of the day. “I 
want students to leave my class feeling 
calmer than when they arrived,” he says. 
One of the ways he does this is by al-
lowing students to start their homework 
during the period. They have an op-
portunity to get organized and oriented 
without rushing, and “they leave know-
ing exactly what to do. They leave in a 
calmer state.” After all, he says, “it’s the 
little quiet moments in the midst of life 
that seem to give the rest extra-special 
meaning.”

chris hughes ’86
letting students lead the way

Chris Hughes ’86 currently lives with his family in St. Paul, MN. He shares, 
“This is my fourth year as the upper school principal of St. Paul Academy and 
Summit School; I also teach a senior history elective called Global Issues. In the 
classroom, I have taught history and social studies at the high school level for 
20 years; as an administrator I have been a college counselor, dean of students, 
and academic dean.
 “When I arrived at Prep in 9th grade, I already knew I wanted to be a history 
teacher. I think I came to that idea around 7th grade. At Prep I was watching and 
processing the styles of all of my teachers, identifying in many teachers those 
elements of teaching that I wanted to emulate. Most inspirational to me were 
history teachers John Hamilton, who taught me european history and Great 
books, and Peter Bachmann, who taught me uS history and a senior elective in 
political science. Over the years, I found myself repeating some of their particular 
catch-phrases in my own classes - among them, ‘democracy in action’ from Peter 
bachmann, and ‘change: pace and degree’ from John Hamilton. Mostly, I have 
tried to match the combination of passion, intellectual challenge, integrity, sense 
of humor, and love of teaching that I saw in them and in many of their colleagues 
at Prep.
 “As far as my current teaching goes, my classes always include elements of 
student choice within the curriculum. I require students to help select units or 
topics to cover. In my current senior history elective, all of our topics are chosen 
by student vote at the start of the semester, and approximately half of the class 
days are formally planned and led by the students.
 “Administratively, we need to push ourselves to move beyond the structure 
of strict, vertically-aligned academic disciplines and into programs that are 
cross-disciplinary and, at least in part, experiential. I value approaches that 
emphasize analysis, synthesis, and extrapolation over memorization and repeti-
tion—especially at the secondary level—so that our students are best prepared 
to be creative problem-solvers as well as traditional ‘scholars.’ 
 “ultimately, my personal goal as a teacher is to serve as a mentor to my 
students beyond the classroom. I am most touched and reassured in my goals 
when former students choose to reach out to me for support, advice, or just 
to stay in contact.”

rob evAns: 
advICE foR 
faCulTy

For this year’s faculty in-service day 

on November 14, Prep welcomed 

clinical and organizational psycholo-

gist Dr. Rob Evans to campus. He is 

a former high school and pre-school 

teacher, as well as a child and family 

therapist. He has served in schools 

for more than 30 years and now 

speaks widely on change in schools 

and organizations, and on the 

challenges of leading innovation. 

Specifically, Dr. Evans challenged 

Prep’s faculty to share views and 

listen more willingly to the views of 

others. “The more voices, the more 

growth,” he suggested. 

On that topic, he was thrilled to 

hear about the experiences our 

teachers have had shadowing 

students. Dr. Evans praised the 

faculty for their collaborative efforts, 

pointing out that “one of the im-

mediate obstacles to collaboration 

is not knowing much about each 

other’s work.” Dr. Evans encouraged 

the faculty to continue to be more 

open with one another, suggesting 

starting with “a shared commitment 

to appropriate candor in the service 

of growth.” 

 Beyond gaining a deeper apprecia-
tion of our students’ demanding days, 
shadowing allows teachers to witness 
their colleagues at work. Along with 
Mr. Hagopian, 7th grade dean and art 
teacher Betty Urban was inspired by her 
time shadowing a 7th grader. She was 
impressed with the way teachers moved 
from group work to giving individual 
attention, the ways in which they taught 
to multiple senses, adjusted to the ebb 
and flow of energy from students, and 
addressed topics in an age-appropriate 
manner. In addition Ms. Urban says, “It 
was heart-warming how inclusive the 
students were. They were eager to share 
with me, even during lunch!” 

Reconnecting to ourselves 
connects us to students
Sometimes, in our efforts as teachers, 
we find ourselves out of sync. A lesson 
that worked beautifully last year isn’t 
getting the same response this year. 
Or, things that were funny to one group 
are dismissed by another. Sometimes 
these moments are inconsequential and 
sometimes they seriously uproot us. 
During the opening faculty meeting 
Ms. Cooper shared the article, “Teacher 
Orientation,” by educator and philoso-
pher Jim Burke, on this topic. It states:
 
Our job . . . is to help the world (and our 
student) find out what it is trying to be. 
If it were easy, anyone could do it. But it 
is not and thus takes a very real toll on 
those who devote their lives to teach-
ing, even as it enriches and gratifies 
these same people.
 
Due to the ever-changing nature of 
being an educator, not only is there a 
need to empathize more deeply with 
the experience of our students, there 
is a need to be more empathic with 
ourselves and our colleagues. As Burke’s 
article notes, “Our work is never the 
same. It makes a complex array of ever-
shifting demands on us.” At points in 
our career, indeed at some point every 
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year, we can come to feel “disoriented.” 
Math teacher Jill Riehl found herself in 
uncertain territory when she decided to 
teach seniors AP statistics for the first 
time. Confident with her geometry and 
algebra classes, Ms. Riehl felt a growing, 
and unfamiliar, fear with statistics. 
She was off balance and not sure how 
to get it back. 
 “It was the lunchroom at Prep that 
helped me build the confidence in what 
I could do as a teacher,” Ms. Riehl says, 
feeling the relationships and conver-
sations with other teachers were the 
resource she needed to regain focus. 
She acknowledges Ms. Cooper 
and history teacher Christine Madsen as 
especially important mentors. 
 Ms. Riehl took this experience and 
applied to a summer program at the 
Klingenstein Institute in Lawrenceville, NJ. 
Her application essay was aptly titled, 
“The Lunchroom.” Ms. Riehl wrote,

After my student teaching experience, 
I assumed that lunchroom banter in 
schools focused on “venting” about 
students. To my great delight, the lunch-
room at Flintridge Prep is like another 
classroom where teachers share their 
ideas with one another. My coworkers 

community that has allowed my classes 
to extend past the bell and has allowed 
me to build relationships much more 
quickly. Also, it allows me to focus on 
where they are struggling, and increase 
the challenge in areas they under-
stand.” Ms. Riehl believes the online 
format “takes the peer pressure off, and 
kids feel more powerful and connected 
to what they are doing in class.” 
 Ms. Riehl found a great way to bet-
ter understand, and therefore enhance, 
her students’ experience. She is having 
a great time with her senior statistics 
class, and is particularly excited about 
the interdisciplinary project they are 
working on with the senior psychology 
class. From fear to connection to bet-
ter thinking—for teacher and students 
alike—Ms. Riehl is onto something. 

A field for everyone
What do you think about when you 
recall gym class? Do you remember 
feeling ranked and filed as some kids 
rose to the top of the athletic chain and 
others sank to the bottom? Seven years 
ago, when Mr. Sean Beattie joined the 
Prep Physical Education Department, 
he brought with him a few activities 
that avoided this scenario, and instead 
built collective confidence and required 
complete teamwork. The department 
continued adding these activities to 
their classes, and they are now known as 
“trust and teamwork games.” PE teacher 
and girls’ softball coach Ms. Julie Jaime 
has just completed her master’s thesis 
on their significance in changing the 
culture of physical education.
 Ms. Jaime says that the goal of 
these games is to complete a task as a 
group. For example, The Trolley game 
(see left) does not require a ton of ath-
letic skill, but does require good com-
munication skills. A group of students 
has to coordinate their movements to 
advance across the field. They are com-
peting with other groups of students 
while they do this. The Puzzle Game 

rAchel nAgrechA ’02

perspectives from a “still-evolving” teacher

rachel Nagrecha ’02 shares, “I live in Managua, Nicaragua, and I teach two 
courses at the American Nicaraguan School: 11th grade english (u.S. literature) 
and peer counseling. This year, with the help of Michael Roffina, I started a peer 
counseling program similar to the program he co-heads at Prep. In putting the 
course together and selecting counselors, I received a lot of valuable advice and 
guidance from Anna Badalian ’08. 
 “As far as what has inspired me to go into education, it wasn’t until my senior 
year of college that it dawned on me that all of the extra-curriculars I had pursued 
pointed toward the field of education. I had known since 7th grade that I wanted 
to join the Peace Corps, and I thought that working as an education volunteer 
would give me a better idea of whether I should become a teacher. I suppose that 
my choice to go into education was an unconscious one that I made long before 
I realized it, a choice that was tucked away in the fulfillment and deep happiness 
I felt in my different roles in college as a creative writing instructor, reading coach, 
and eSL tutor. My experience in the Peace Corps merely cemented my growing 
conviction that teaching was the right fit for me, and expanded my appreciation 
for how challenging this profession is.
 “Now, as someone whose teacher-identity is still evolving, I reflect constantly 
on the teachers I had at Prep whose particular qualities I wish to emulate. I want 
Ellen Leidenthal’s brutal wit and creativity; I want Arthur Mack’s gentle personal-
ity, deep passion for his subject matter, and commitment to community service; 
I want Dennis Brandon’s dry humor and unruffled patience; I want Irwin Russo’s 
ability to make even a clam open up with his sparkling charm and charisma; and I 
want Peter Vaughn’s razor-sharp intelligence and quick wit. Outside the classroom, 
I want the closer-than-family relationships I had with Annabelle Treacy and Scott 
Myers, whose tremendous love nourished my spirit and allowed me to flourish. 
 “My goal as a teacher is to awaken or instill in my students a sense of empathy 
and concern for others, as well as a commitment to do something with that con-
cern. I believe that as my students learn to develop their understanding of multiple 
perspectives of a single event and to cultivate an empathetic point of view, they 
are simultaneously developing their critical thinking skills.”

“We want to push students to think   

  really hard, while giving them

  the emotional support to do so.”  

are bright and worldly; they not only 
teach their subjects, but they teach their 
students to be better learners, ques-
tioners, and people. My coworkers are 
unique because they are passionate in 
both their personal and professional 
lives. They’ve inspired me. 

Ms. Riehl’s time at the Klingenstein 
Institute also inspired her. She came 
back to Prep with a renewed sense of 
purpose and great ideas for improving 
her classes—especially along the lines 
of empathizing and connecting with 
her students. Now, she says, “I value 
student reflection and opinion more.” 
And with that, Ms. Riehl started class 
web pages. As part of class participa-
tion, students must post at least once a 
week, summarizing a class lesson. Other 
students respond to the post, reflecting 
on what they did and did not under-
stand. The favorite part of the require-
ment is to give another classmate a 
‘shout-out’—essentially a thank you of 
some kind. Ms. Riehl says that all the 
kids look for these and it has fostered a 
sense of collective effort. 
 “This format lets me see what’s 
in the kids’ minds and gives me an 
intimate connection with them. It is a 
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text and decide which scenes are most 
significant, which scenes can be omit-
ted, and come up with their own way to 
express that revision. The project can 
include any and all media from video to 
music to writing, and this delivers stu-
dents to a space with many unknowns. 
According to Jim Burke, “Every disci-
pline, in some real sense, should cause 
in each student who engages with it in 
earnest some sense of disorientation; 
what is education, after all, if not a call 
to question everything you think you 
know is true up to that point about a 
subject?” Messing with the Bard himself 
is certainly one way to constructively 
disorient an English student. 
 Inquiry takes time, and the risks 
required for real inquiry aren’t neces-
sarily easy to take. “I create a culture of 
risk in my classroom, but I try to express 
to them that I won’t let them fail if they 
take a risk. We will navigate our way 
through it together and make it work.”  
Dr. O’Brien tries to reduce the fear of 
writing by making it a communal experi-
ence. “I want to encourage a culture 
of sharing. Due dates are celebrations 
when they get to share their work. The 
first time five students volunteered to 
share. The second time, 12. I want them 
to understand the difference between 
judgment and constructive criticism.” 
 Dr. O’Brien emphasizes communal 
instead of isolated learning and em-
ploys a great deal of peer editing in her 
classes. Writing is about a process of 
thinking and exploring. It is not about 
having the right answer the first time 
around. In this way, she demystifies the 
idea that one miraculously produces 
good work. On the contrary, it takes 
many steps, many moments of thought, 
insight, and consideration to achieve a 
finished piece. 
 Not only does she find it important 
to get kids to take risks in their own 
work, Dr. O’Brien explores the mav-
erick moments of cultural history with 
students in her second semester senior 

Tournament reflects the sense of safety 
and excitement these different activities 
have created.” 
 Feeling safe enough to participate 
is the first step in accepting the inherent 
risks of inquiry. And Prep students are 
having no trouble getting in the game.

Nothing new begins without risk 
Inquiry means going beyond mastery of 
subject material. Inquiry requires mov-
ing into the shadow zones of the un-
known, and in many cases the unknow-
able, deciding what you find interesting 
and then asking your own questions. As 
a teacher, creating inquiry in the class-
room means not just being the imparter 
of knowledge, but the creator of space 
in which to consider the unknown. 
 Ninth and 12th grade English 
teacher and 12th grade dean Dr. Tyke 
O’Brien creates assignments that re-
quire students to really grapple with the 
material and ask significant questions of 
themselves. 
 One of the more difficult assign-
ments she gives her 9th graders involves 
restructuring Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
Students have to take authority over the 

is also popular. Whether the students 
know it or not, they run at least half 
a mile while they gather color-coded 
puzzle pieces from all over the field and 
try to solve their puzzle first. According 
to Ms. Jaime, “It is a fun way to incorpo-
rate running, and those who are good at 
putting puzzles together have an arena 
in which to shine.” 
 Feedback from students is very pos-
itive. Even seniors still reminisce about 
the trolleys. Other leisure sports recently 
incorporated into PE classes include 
badminton, bocce ball, and horseshoes. 
Ms. Jaime says, “The 80% participation 
rate at the Middle School Badminton 

williAm stork ’58

promoting excellence and enjoyment in education

After a significant commitment to mathematics education in the Pasadena area, 
William Stork ’58 moved to Hong Kong in 1991 to teach at the International School 
as a member of the mathematics department and also as a lead teacher in its High 
Achiever program. 
 He recalls the strong influence Prep had on his respect for education: “It was 
in 10th grade english that Mr. Leroy Smith scared me into developing excellent 
study habits and the learning skills that I still use today. Mr. Robert Denniston 
gave me a thorough grounding in literature and writing. Mr. Joseph Rose took on 
an additional course, French III, even though there were but two of us. We accom-
plished so much that I was allowed into a junior-level French literature course at 
yale. Mr. Joseph Fasken epitomized the love of teaching, and captured the spirit 
of inquiry. Of special note were the efforts of Mr. Doane Lowery and Dr. Malcolm 
Dickinson to get the best teachers for us; they hired post-docs from Caltech to 
teach 11th and 12th grade math, and 12th grade physics.
 “My goal as an educator is to do my best in serving as a facilitator and role 
model, and to encourage students to be responsible for their own learning and to 
enjoy it. I really can’t remember not enjoying any of my classes! There are always 
the surprising, unplanned events. One of the classes that I taught was advanced 
math, an elective for interested students who had already taken or were currently 
taking AP calculus-bC. each year the students vote on what college-level course to 
pursue, and last year, the students chose to study two topics in depth, cryptanaly-
sis and the geometry of surfaces. We had studied banchoff’s comments on Flatland 
and we were busy playing with various shapes. Imagine my surprise when, on my 
birthday, the students came to class with decorated cones on their heads and an 
elegant cake in the shape of a torus. The frosting demarcated different ‘lands,’ and 
the students each had a small pennant, with their individual names showing their 
territories. It was so fun.
 “beyond enjoying themselves, what I really want is for my students to be self-
motivated learners, to have a respect for their culture and that of others, to look 
for ways to make a meaningful contribution to society—with special attention to 
those less fortunate—and to strive for excellence in all things.”

Inquiry requires moving into the 

shadow zones of the unknown, 

and in many cases the unknow-

able, deciding what you find 

interesting and then asking your 

own questions. 
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the 75-foot Suzanne on weekends, or 
about his family home in Milan, Italy, 
and fiercely fought racquetball games 
with Prep alums. 
 Mr. Romano has the most preps 
(lessons to teach) on campus everyday. 
He also teaches the greatest variation of 
ages, from pre-algebra to AP calculus. 
In addition, Mr. Romano picked up se-
nior physics after Mr. Dennis Brandon’s 
retirement. He teaches almost solidly 
throughout the day—something most 
teachers cannot even begin to imag-
ine. So how does he do it? First, he is 
a storyteller at heart. He loves to stand 
up in front of the class and share. And 
second, the people he loves to share 
with are his students. 
 Mr. Romano says, “I like to lecture.” 
He likes the old-fashioned, stand up 
in front of the class and teach material 
approach, but he is supremely personal 
and engaging in the process. For sub-
jects that can feel cold and intimidat-
ing to some, John Romano infuses his 
classes with humor and warmth. He also 
makes math something you can see and 
touch and feel. 
 His 7th grade pre-algebra curricu-
lum integrates labs that bring principles 

Josh smith ’95

working for educational equality

Josh Smith ’95 shares, “I live in Denver, CO, and am the principal at West Denver 
Prep’s Harvey Park Campus, a 6th–8th grade middle school. Our campus opened 
in August 2009 with a dedicated and talented group of educators committed to 
providing our students with a rigorous, college-prep education, a right that has 
historically been denied to students in our neighborhood. Our student body is 
representative of the neighborhood we serve, with 93% Latino students and 91% 
of students qualifying for free or reduced lunch, the federal measure of low-income 
students. I am extraordinarily proud of the fact that our students have demon-
strated more academic growth (as measured by the Colorado Growth Model) than 
students at any other middle school in the state of Colorado every year since the 
school opened. 
 “My initial foray into education was as a Teach For America teacher in the rio 
Grande Valley of south Texas, an experience that exposed me to the dysfunction 
of a system that seemed designed to benefit adults at the expense of my students. 
I became convinced that working for educational equality is the moral imperative 
and civil rights issue of our time. 
 “My personal goal as a principal is to build relationships with our students, our 
families, and our staff that are based on dignity, mutual respect, and an unfailing 
celebration of the immense potential that we all possess, regardless of circum-
stances and obstacles. While I end every day second-guessing particular decisions 
I’ve made or obsessing about missteps I’ve taken (and I take a ton everyday!), I try 
hard to keep my big-picture focus on the power of these relationships.
 “My favorite routine everyday is to open the school doors at 7:15 a.m. and 
spend the first 45 minutes of our school day greeting students. I want to make 
each student feel like I am waiting just for them, to know that I’m excited when 
they arrive at school, and to believe that if they were absent they would be deeply 
missed. No matter how tired or stressed or busy I may feel, those 45 minutes are 
a huge benefit and boost to me personally, reminding me 319 times over why this 
work is so important, and why I had better be at my best that day.”

elective, Seminal Moments. Students 
examine pivotal points in cultural his-
tory, such as Duchamps’ controversial 
artwork “Fountain,” and consider how 
breakthrough moments in art, literature, 
and film are achieved through risk. 
 Giving students a strong ground-
ing in cultural literacy, while moving 
them beyond their comfort zone is 
“empathizing with their future,” says 
Dr. O’Brien. She wants students to take 
chances, try on ideas, and hopefully 
see them peer into places yet to be 
considered. 
 Take a look at the assignment (left) 
Dr. O’Brien and Mr. Patrick Ferry’s 12th 
grade students are working on in their 
class City in Literature. We will report 
on the podcasts in the Spring Issue of 
PrepTalk.

You just have to be there
Lucy and Ricky Ricardo aren’t expected 
subjects in a pre-algebra class. But 
if you are lucky enough to learn about 
unknown variables from Mr. John 
Romano, Chair of the Math Department, 
you will get to hear his personal experi-
ence with these TV icons. You may also 
get to hear about his love for sailing 

to life. Through a recent grant, he 
secured new lab equipment that dem-
onstrates sustainable energy sources 
including solar, hydroelectric, wind, 
and bio-fuel. The equipment is used in 
all grades, but his 7th graders recently 
used it to learn the principle of velocity, 
which is calculated by dividing distance 
by time. 
 “When I teach, I don’t want it to 
be quiet. It’s OK to get a little rowdy 
and loud.” With 7th graders, that is a 
particularly helpful attitude to have. Kids 
did get loud during this lab, but they 
were completely involved. They “dug 
in” as Mr. Romano put it. They had fun. 
 The gift of learning math from John 
Romano is that you get to learn math 
from a person who is wholly present 
with you. He is completely himself in 
that space, and you can come to him 
completely as yourself as well.
 “I like them so much,” says Mr. 
Romano. “We have an understanding. 
They know my intentions are to get 
them to learn, and they appreciate that.” 
 
What was there all along
Recall the opening faculty meeting of 
Prep’s 2011-2012 school year. Dean 
Sarah Cooper is sharing some insights 
from the reading she did over the sum-
mer from author Jim Burke:

The root of the word education, the 
Latin word educare, means ‘to lead out,’ 
to draw out from within one what was 
there all along and, one might infer, use 
that to guide oneself through whatever 
obstacles one will face in the future.

The careful and concerted joining of 
empathy and inquiry in Prep classrooms 
helps bring students to a place where 
what is within can be brought out. We 
seek to find the creativity, intelligence, 
and individuality students already 
possess, and each time a moment of 
disorientation turns to one of revelation, 
we get to see ourselves, and each other, 
a little more clearly. What a gift.

assIGNMENT: 
GET CuRIous

dr. Tyke O’brien and Mr. patrick 
Ferry want seniors to explore, 
record, and podcast. 

In and out of class, we will be 
listening to the award winning radio 
show “Off-Ramp,” hosted by John 
Rabe, on the local station KPCC.  
This popular show (now podcast) 
has for years been profiling aspects 
of life and culture in and around the 
City of Angels. 
 In assigned groups of 3 or 4, 
you are going to create your own 
“Crown Avenue Off-Ramp,” a 10-15 
minute radio segment on a niche of 
LA life—something that rises from 
your curiosity. We will provide you 
the technology to go out and re-
cord, and—here’s the really exciting 
part—John Rabe himself is coming 
to class to give us pointers on how 
to make great radio; later, he will 
return to guest critique your work.  
Finally, the collection of segments 
will be accessible through a link on 
the Prep website in January.
 Your caring English teach-
ers want you to use your writing 
and revision skills when you draft 
introductory segments, narrative, 
transitions, and conclusions for your 
piece. The “evidence” you gather 
when you go out in the field (i.e. an-
swers to your interview questions) 
is something you have less control 
over, which makes it even more 
exciting. Go forth in the spirit of cu-
riosity! Please don’t forget to obey 
the law as well as any and all rules 
of proper etiquette and respect for 
the subject(s) of your inquiry. That 
being said, go out of your comfort 
zone and take risks.

To read more about guest speakers in City in Lit, 
please visit flintridgeprep.org

See PrepTalk Summer 2011 for more from Josh Smith. 
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new trustees

john brown ’81
John is CEO of Brown United, 
Inc. and Companies and has 
helped his companies win the 
prestigious Parnelli Award for 
World’s Best Staging Com-
pany of the Year in both 2006 
and 2009. He has worked with 
great acts such as the Eagles, 
Rolling Stones, Eminem, Bruce 
Springsteen, Elton John, and 
Billy Joel. Brown United is 
also one of the leading truss, 
scaffold, and bleacher supply 
companies in the nation, pro-
viding equipment to events 
such as the ESPN X Games, 
AVP Tour, and Disney and 
Redbull special events. Brown 
United is currently working on 
the ESPN X Games in Tignes, 
France, and other bicycle 
and snow boarding events in 
Europe. John graduated from 
Prep in 1981 and is the father 
of Brody Brown ’14. He and 
his wife, Tamara, live in Pasa-
dena with their three children. 

Take Note

Left to right:  New trustees 
Jorge Gonzalez, Karl Swaidan, 
Mohan Chandramohan, and 
John Brown ’81

A league of extraordinary gentlemen

Prep’s first ever Interfaith Week featured 
extensive classroom preparation and dis-
cussion, two all-school assemblies, and in-
dividual class Q and A sessions with three 
extraordinary speakers, Rabbi Leonard 
Beerman, Pastor Emeritus George Regas, 
and Dr. Maher Hathout of the Muslim 
Public Affairs Council. 
 Why are these gentlemen extraor-
dinary? Perhaps because of their endur-
ing friendship (three decades and more) 
across three of the major faiths on Earth. 
Perhaps because of their accumulated 
wisdom, spiked with humor, anecdote, 
and parable. But mostly because these 
nationally known gentlemen nurture and 
celebrate the commonality among their 
faiths, and unite to “worship god and 
stand up for justice,” according to Dr. 
Hathout.
 The senior member of the group, 
Rabbi Beerman, turned 90 years old 
in April. He is the retired head of Leo 
Baeck Temple in Los Angeles. Dr. George 
Regas was Rector of Pasadena’s All Saints 
Church for 28 years. It was during his early 
years at All Saints that Regas met Beer-
man at a Vietnam War demonstration; 
they met their “junior” colleague, retired 
physician Dr. Maher Hathout, at a discus-
sion on Israel and Palestine ten years later. 

 For two days the Prep community 
engaged in wide-ranging inquiry around 
politics, activism, religion, and spirituality, 
the latter two subjects not usually formally 
pursued on the secular campus. This 
unique academic and intellectual oppor-
tunity arose from a discussion between 
history teacher Michael Roffina and parent 
Salam Al-Marayati on the role of religion 
in society. Students pursued that ques-
tion, and also asked the speakers how 
they dealt with doubt, why God allows 
bad things to happen, and for their views 
on current events in the Middle East. 
 There was plenty of give and take as 
the speakers urged students to pursue 
“determining your own integrity as men 
or women.” Prep students appreciated 
that the speakers were “relatable,” and 
“made us feel comfortable;” students 
called them “cool,” “inspiring,” and 
“wise.” Said senior Josue Hernandez ‘12: 
“The biggest question on campus is how 
they get past their religions’ history of ag-
gression. It’s fascinating.”
 The Flintridge Press ran three front-
page articles on the sessions. In a piece 
headlined “Words of Hope from Men of 
Peace,” reporter Serendi Lau ‘12 asked 
the presenters, “What is one question 
you wish you’d been asked?” Both Dr. 

Regas and Dr. Hathout responded that 
they wanted students to ask what role 
they could play in creating a peaceful, 
just world. Andrew Olson ‘12 wrote that 
“Respect was mutual and genuine. I cer-
tainly hope that this successful experiment 
continues next year—but it should be 
taken further. Reserving the whole week 
would allow for more speakers, more time 
and more student involvement.” Josh 
Haug ‘13 reported on the the junior class 
assembly. “At first, I worried that the men 
would begin drawing lines in the theistic 
sand; that they would start pointing out 
the differences among their faiths. How-
ever, they each gave beautifully eloquent, 
universal answers.”
 Dr. Regas decried “exclusion and 
exceptionalism,” and Dr. Hathout com-
mented that “nations use religion to 
advance their agendas, but we know you 
don’t need to fight for God—isn’t he 
already the almighty? God wants you to 
live for him, not die for him.” According 
to Rabbi Beerman, the ability to transcend 
difference comes down to one philoso-
phy shared by all three: “Whatever I can 
do to make someone feel better about 
themselves will work to my advantage… 
we have all chosen to emphasize the life-
affirming aspects of our faiths.”
 Call them Three Amigos, Three Wise 
Men, or the League of Extraordinary 
Gentlemen, Prep’s most recent guests, 
according to Mr. Bachmann, “are spread-
ing the notion of a community as widely 
as possible. They are an example of lives 
extremely well-lived.” 
 The Flintridge Press concluded, 
“Perhaps the most appealing aspect of 
the event was how positive everyone was. 
Not only did the entire student body give 
the speakers a standing ovation, but the 
speakers gave the students one, as well. 
For a few moments, the enormous 
generational gap seemed to close.” 

jorge Gonzalez, phd
Jorge G. Gonzalez has been 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Dean of Occiden-
tal College since August 1, 
2010. He is also a professor 
of economics. Dr. Gonzalez 
served at Trinity University in 
San Antonio, TX as Chairman 
of the Economics Depart-
ment for the last nine years, 
and as special assistant to 
the president for the last two 
years. Trinity officials credit Dr. 
Gonzalez for his role in creat-
ing the interdisciplinary MAS 
(Mexico, the Americas and 
Spain) initiative and for his 
efforts in Trinity’s Languages 
Across the Curriculum, the 
university’s first intersession 
program in Vietnam, and a 
student and faculty exchange 
program with the Monter-
rey Institute of Technology 
in Monterrey, Mexico. He 
received his MA and PhD in 
Economics from Michigan 
State University. Jorge and his 
wife, Dr. Suzanne Gonzalez, 
have two children, including 
Carlos ’14. 

Karl swaidan
Karl Swaidan is a partner with 
the law firm of Hahn & Hahn 
LLP in Pasadena. His expertise 
is in the taxation area where 
he divides his time between 
estate planning, charitable 
planning, and general busi-
ness. He is a certified public 
accountant and has previously 
worked with Price Waterhouse 
Coopers in their downtown 
Los Angeles office. He re-
ceived his JD, MBT and BS 
from the University of South-
ern California. He is married 
to Kathleen Swaidan and has 
two daughters, Jacqueline ’08 
and Catherine ’14. Jacqueline 
is currently a senior at USC. 

Mohan chandramohan
Mohan founded and fueled 
the brilliant success of the 
American Reprographics 
Company, which he took 
public on the New York Stock 
Exchange in 2005. Follow-
ing his retirement as CEO 
in 2007, he has focused his 
attention on philanthropy and 
social entrepreneurship, fusing 
business, creativity, and public 
purpose. In 2009, he was 
honored in Paris for his Oxford 
University master’s thesis on 
social entrepreneurship. He is 
currently involved in multiple 
for-profit and non-profit activi-
ties around the world, includ-
ing sitting on the boards of 
the Greater Los Angeles Zoo 
Association and Pitzer Col-
lege. Mohan’s wife, Geeta, is 
a former Flintridge Prep board 
member, and their daughter, 
Mika ’09, attends the Univer-
sity of San Francisco.

Flintridge Prep is pleased to 
welcome four new trustees to 
the Board. They represent a 
wide variety of perspectives 
and their active leadership is 
sure to have a positive impact 
on the school for a long time 
to come.

To read more about Prep’s Interfaith Week, 
please visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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nine new 
teachers bring 
enthusiasm 
and insight

Prep’s newest teachers have come from across 
the globe and our own backyard, but all share 
the goal of inspiring students. 

Mr. Alan Gaskill ’00 remembers his own intel-
lectual growth at Prep, starting in the 7th grade. 
“As I grew up and my interest in learning grew, 
each teacher left an impression on me. It is a 
real pleasure to have so many of my teach-
ers as colleagues. Now my job is to inspire my 
students to continue learning, growing, and 
walking in this world with interest and curiosity.”

Mr. Gaskill ’00 is teaching Prep’s first-ever class 
on Chinese language and literature. It’s a first 
in more ways than one, meeting at zero-period 
(7:30 am). Mr. Gaskill, who attended Prep from 
7th–12th grade, now greets seniors who have 
opted out of sleep-ins with a chorus of early-
morning Mandarin. 

Two more of Prep’s total of nine new faculty 
members (in history, science, fine and perform-
ing arts, and Spanish) arrive for very-early-
morning classes. 

Mr. Michael Horowitz teaches Advanced 
and AP drawing and painting, bringing in live 
models to reward teenage early risers. An 
animator and character artist, Michael was 
inspired to teach when he studied at Art Center. 
He’s fiercely passionate about his discipline. 
“When I talk to students who do not have any 
art in their lives,” he says, “I feel they are 
missing a big part of being alive.”

Another early riser is photography teacher 
Mr. Ricardo Rodriguez, who commutes from 
Ventura every day. The near-dawn start to his 
day of teaching photography means he misses 
most of the traffic, but Mr. Rodriguez still has 
plenty of time to think. The Puerto Rican native, 
who holds an MA from Brooks Institute, often 
muses about his discipline, which “has been 
democratized by being accessible and simpli-
fied for the masses. Many have fallen into the 
idea that photography is an easy medium,” he 
explains. “Today, in this world of ephemeral 
images that surround us, I love to see and feel 
what our kids see and think about themselves 

and the world. One of my biggest tasks as an 
educator is to share the beauty and complexity 
of this visual language of photography, to chal-
lenge students of all levels to create beautiful 
images that have meaning.”

New 9th and 10th grade world history teacher 
Mr. peter Wood drives to Prep from “the 
edge of civilization” in Altadena. A former 
amateur road bike racer and current golfer and 
wildlife tracker in his spare time, Mr. Wood has 
taught at a number of high schools in the US 
and abroad. His years in the classroom have 
given him a perspective on “what really matters 
most… Memorizing lists does exercise certain 
muscles, but it pales in comparison to teaching 
students how to be great readers, helping them 
embrace deep thinking, and showing them the 
value of these lifelong skills. If a 15-year-old 
I taught can, at a dinner party some 10 years 
later, engage in a conversation thoughtfully, 
intelligently, and discernibly, then I’ll feel that 
student has a good chance for living a life 
worth living.”

“I really enjoy giving the students improvisation 
exercises,” says Ms. Molly Mattei, who teaches 
dance to 7th–12th graders. “I love to see what 
they come up with. Many times students think 
they hate improvising until they feel comfort-
able and able to explore.” She says her goal 
is to inspire. “Artistry and personal expression 
are far more interesting than how high you can 
jump,” she says. “I try to incorporate individual-
ity into all of my classes.”

Mr. Fabian bejarano teaches Spanish 1 and 
Spanish 3; formerly, he was the Chair of World 
Languages at Pacific Hills School and reads the 
AP Spanish language exam for the College 
Board each summer. He has some favorite 
classroom moments: “The first is when I say my 
name in full to my students. They always get 
a kick out of listening to me say it extremely 
fast—it’s eight words long. Another is my 
explanation of what we say in Colombia every 
time someone sneezes three times consecu-
tively: ‘salud, dinero, y amor,’ which means you 
wish someone ‘health, money, and love.’ The 
students love that concept and gesture. I feel 
teaching chose me rather than me choosing it,” 
says Mr. Bejarano. “My mother was an elemen-
tary and pre-school teacher and my father was a 
professor in Colombia for a short while before 
becoming a civil engineer. I think their work 
experiences influenced me along the way.“

Mrs. biliana popova teaches ceramics to 
7th–12th graders, and also teaches at Glendale 
Community College. Originally from Bulgaria, 
she now lives in La Crescenta with her husband 
and two boys, and works in her home studio. 
My favorite moment in the classroom is when a 
student takes an extra step and challenges him/
herself.”

Her first teaching assignment had her hooked, 
she explains: “The sight of joy on my students’ 
faces, as they created and achieved, was the 
ultimate reward and inspiration for me. That is 
what influenced me to stay in education and 
make it my career.”

Harvard grad Mr. Max Huber previously taught 
6th grade and was a camp counselor and ad-
ministrator. He came to Prep to teach 8th grade 
American history and 9th grade world history, 
and his goals for his students are simple. He 
wants his students to be able to back up their 
assertions with facts, decide what is important 
and present material convincingly. He says the 
skills he learned at camp go hand in hand with 
teaching: “You identify a goal and everything 
works toward that. On an ideal day in my class-
room, it all comes together.” 

Ms. Theresa cheng, who grew up in Pasa-
dena and Alhambra, taught junior high science 
through Teach for America. Now, at Prep, “I 
love having the freedom to explore different 
topics and activities, and making decisions 
about what I think is important in the curriculum 
and why,” she says of her 8th grade earth sci-
ence course. And Ms. Cheng already likes the 
way her students think. “I was doing an experi-
ment testing enzyme activity at different tem-
peratures with the 7th graders that I’ve done 
over 10 times before, but last week a student 
brought up that it would be relevant to diges-
tion rates in cold-blooded versus warm-blooded 
animals. I love it when students come up with a 
way of thinking about a problem or questions in 
a way I hadn’t thought about before.” 

bejarano horowitz popova
cheng huber rodriguez
gaskill mattei wood

Please see preptalk.flintridgeprep.org 
for more on how Ricardo Rodriguez teaches 
photography. 
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The Fathers club gets cooking

This year’s Family Barbeque, themed “The Great American BBQ,” 
was a record- breaking success, with over 1,000 people in 
attendance. On September 20 the field was transformed with a 
sea of tables. Fathers grilled up dinner while families mingled 
and kids perused the raffle prize table. Before those prizes were 
announced, perfor-
mances were given by the 
Flintridge Dancers and 
Flintridge Singers. The 
night was a fantastic way 
to get into the spirit of a 
new school year. Thank 
you to the Fathers Club, 
Craig Hotti, and Madeline 
Barraclough for all their 
hard work.

Kimberly Ostiller ’12 leads in more ways than one

Kimberly Ostiller ’12 is giving up her gavel 
for a tiara—at least for a few months. 
Prep’s Commissioner General was named 
a Rose Princess in early October, and the 
whirlwind of official Rose Court appear-
ances took precedence, temporarily, over 
morning meetings and senate.
 As a Princess, Kimberly spreads 
cheer and smiles throughout the greater 
LA community—skills that she’s indisput-
ably suited for. As for cheer, she’s been 
on Prep’s cheerleading squad for the last 
three years. In the smiling department, 
not only does she have the sunny, open, 
gracious smile that captures the hearts of 
TV viewers on New Year’s Day—she even 
wants to be an orthodontist. To that end, 
she’s juggling a class load that includes 
calculus and physics, college applications, 
and serving as a peer counselor. 
 Kimberly has been active in student 
government since she entered Prep in 7th 
grade—she was class president in ’07-’08, 
a member of senate in 10th grade, served 
as middle school commissioner last year, 
and was elected Commissioner General 
for ’11-’12 on a platform of promoting 
school spirit. According to Mr. Barrett 
Jamison, Kimberly “brings energy and life 
to every meeting. She’s more than orga-
nized - she’s passionate and makes senate 
fun. If she’s scheduled to do Tournament 

things during the day she’ll meet with 
me at 7:30 a.m. and then go off and be 
a Princess. When she couldn’t be at the 
9th grade dance, she sent her counseling 
group care packages and a little note. 
She brings homemade cookies to senate 
meetings. It’s a cliche that she goes above 
and beyond, but she really does.”
 In turn, Kimberly feels that being 
Commissioner General helped prepare 
her for Court responsibilities. “I already 
had to manage my time so I was more 
prepared for the Tournament schedule,” 
she says. “I also feel more comfortable 
speaking publicly in high-pressure situ-
ations because of speeches I’ve had to 
make for student government.”
 Outside of Prep, Kimberly has 
spent many hours volunteering in health-
related community service with Young 
& Healthy, the National Charity League, 
and in Tanzania. She accompanied Prep’s 
basketball team (and brother Nick ‘10) to 
China in 2009 and says she loves to travel. 
Yet one of the most memorable trips for 
this Altadena resident may be gliding 
down Colorado Boulevard on January 2, 
2012, with a smile, a wave, and a tiara. 
The gavel will be back in her hand when 
classes resume on January 3. 
 Search Kimberly Ostiller on La 
Cañada Patch to see a video.

Karin stamison retires 
after 24 years of hellos

The many friends of Mrs. Karin Stamison 
celebrated the end of her 24-year career 
at Flintridge Prep with tofu, salad, lentils, 
and a variety of vegetables (plus cake) at a 
catered lunch in her honor. The long-time 
vegetarian was touched by the thought-
fulness of the menu selection (thank you, 
Prep kitchen!) and said, “When I took the 
attendance job in 1987, I told my hus-
band it was just part-time and I would do 
it for just a couple of years. Well, here I 
am now, all these years later. If you don’t 
want to stay at a job,” she added, “don’t 
work at a place where you really like the 
people. I’ve never met a member of 
Prep’s faculty, staff, or student body who I 
didn’t like.”
 After a year and a half, Karin moved 
from the attendance desk to work in ad-
missions and the receptionist desk, where 
she greeted every visitor with the same 
sincerely cheerful hello. What will Karin 
do next? “Anything I want,” she jokes. 

Record number of seniors receive national Merit recognition

But seriously, she plans to spend more 
time with her eight grandchildren. 
One of her four children, a daughter, 
is starting a business, and Karin plans 
to help with that. And her husband has 
a consulting job that has taken him to 
Boise, so she plans to spend some long 
weekends with him.
 Mrs. Stamison will be missed by 
faculty, staff, administration, parents, and 
students alike. The most memorable part 
of her job, she says, has been “watching 
the students come here, and evolve into 
strong, secure adults.”

CoNgRATuLATIoNS CLASS oF 2012! — Forty percent of Flintridge Prep’s senior class has recieved National Merit recognition.

Left:  Craig Hotti and Terri Miller. Above:  Tim Ridgeway, John Brown ’81, 
Elliott Kim, and Steve Tamura.Alex Rivera congratulates Connell Studenmund 

’12, this year’s recipient of the ACL Student Athlete 
of the Year Award.

At the Fall Awards Ceremony honoring 
academic achievement in the Class of 
2012, 14 seniors (15 percent of the class) 
were named National Merit Semifinalists. 
This group will endeavor to achieve the 
rank of finalist during their senior year. 
Of the approximate one million students 
taking the National Merit Test, fewer 
than 1 percent of the nation’s high school 
seniors are designated as National 
Merit Semifinalists. Fourteen is the largest 
number of Semifinalists Prep has had the 
pleasure to honor. They are Riana Lo Bu, 
Alex Guzner, Jonathan Hagar, Serendi 
Lau, Richard Lo, Andrew Olson, Nikhita 
Poole, Eleanor Redding, Dana Schoppers, 
Tyler Shum, Kirill Slobodyanyuk, Eli 
Weinstein, Sarah Wu, and Lawrence Yu. 
 After the awards ceremony, it was 
announced that four members of the class 
of 2012 were awarded National Hispanic 

Recognition by the National Merit 
program. Those students are Michael 
Ellis, Omar Martin, Julia Miller, and Alex 
Sierra. Additionally, four African American 
members of the class of 2012 were named 
National Achievement Scholars. These 
students are Brinton Williams, Max Wolff, 
Sami Harper, and Arielle Baptiste. These 

eight students, along with the 14 Semi-
finalists, were among the 34 Flintridge 
Prep seniors who have been named 
National Merit Commended Scholars. 
This number of National Merit-recognized 
students is a record for the school—with 
40% of the Class of 2012 receiving some 
sort of recognition.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org 
for photos, stories, and more.
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School spirit does not depend on a single 
sport or a single activity. Nothing illus-
trates that idea better than the fall quarter 
of 2011 at Flintridge Prep. CIF berths 
awaited four teams (girls’ tennis, boys’ 
water polo, and girls’ and boys’ cross 
country); football, short of manpower 
after a series of injuries, had to cancel two 
league games. The Athletic Council on 
Leadership (ACL) joined forces with Prep’s 
newly inaugurated commissioner of spirit, 
Mary Lazier ’12, to create community-
building activities from faculty-student 
dodge ball to off-campus fundraisers. 
Most importantly, the Prep community 
came together.
 Says Casey Cousineau ’13, ACL’s 
spirit division leader, “School spirit is what 

links us together. It reminds us that life 
isn’t just about tests and papers. It brings 
us together for a larger goal and creates 
a sense of camaraderie that can get us 
stomping our feet wildly at a basket-
ball game or busting a gut at Comedy 
Sportz.” As a soccer player herself, Casey 
says, “Personally, it feels amazing when 
you step on a field and look back to see 
all your friends right there with you.”
 For the beleaguered Rebel football 
team, it was not only fans who showed 
their spirit. Injured football players at-
tended every practice along with their 
teammates, even when games were 
cancelled. Coach Antonio Harrison ’01 
praised sidelined players as well as the 
whole team, which was down to just 15 

the ACL with a Sunday session of Special 
Olympics soccer, organized by multi-
talented Lucas Kim ’12, a Rebel running 
back and linebacker. The soccer players 
ranged in age from 15-45, and were simi-
larly varied in ability. Kory Hamane ‘13, a 
three-sport athlete (football, basketball, 
and volleyball) kept from football by an 
injury last spring, was nonetheless on the 
field, acting as a combination referee, 
team manager and, most importantly, fan. 
“In every sport, you face adversity,” he 
says. He recognizes kindred, resilient, and 
competitive spirits in the Special Olympics 
players. “Every time they scored, their 
smiles were amazing. There was a lot of 
cheering. It was a very loud day!”
 The volume was cranked up to 11 
during the rest of Spirit Week, as students 
and faculty took each other on during 
lunchtime Prep Olympics. The students 
swept the faculty in dodgeball, soccer and 
turkey bowling, in spite of Headmaster 
Bachmann, a dab hand with a fowl ball, 
bowling for the faculty. There was Twin 
Day, a pie-eating contest, Pajama Day, 
Animal Day, and more.
  Spirit Week was capped off by a 
great Homecoming. Parents, students, 
alumni, faculty, and friends turned out for 
the event, which started with a Powder 
Puff football game between juniors and 
seniors, with senior girls taking the hon-
ors. Male cheerleaders from both grades 

Replay

boys at one point in the season (most 
high school teams have 35 to 40 players). 
“To face such challenges and to continue 
to return to practice, and to show up to 
play games with only 15 men, with most 
out of position, provides an example of 
these young men and their resilience. 
They play a game most people avoid and 
when the easiest response is to quit or 
give up, in the face of all adversity, they 
chose to fight back.” According to Paul 
Dragna ’12, “Coach Harrison has created 
an environment in which a Rebel com-
petes just as much for the guy next to him 
as for himself. The Flintridge Prep football 
team rises and falls as one.”
 Spirit Week itself, the traditional pre-
cursor to Homecoming, was kicked off by 

assembled for a post-game cheer. As 
always, the In-N-Out truck was mobbed, 
the homecoming court was presented, 
and senior parents of football and cheer 
and dance team members were hon-
ored. Victory went to Viewpoint, but the 
tenacity of the undermanned Rebels kept 
crowd spirits high. 
 The rest of the fall sports-and-spirit 
schedule included a Heroes for Hope 

walk in Marina del Rey, honoring the late 
Coach Tom Fry, and hotly-contested mid-
dle school sports matches in flag football, 
volleyball, cross country, and water polo, 
the latter co-coached by upperclassmen. 
The girls’ volleyball teams had lopsided 
seasons but gave their fans a good show, 
with the Varsity beating Malibu High and 
the JV triumphing over Chadwick. Their 
final-game “Pack the Place” event, where 
the entire student body is urged to cheer 
at a designated home game, provided 
plenty of kills (Kate Woolley ’12 and Julia 
Miller ’12) and digs (Katrina Boyd ’12). 
There were also more spontaneous shows 
of support all over campus, like when the 
cross country teams stopped by to cheer 
at water polo games before they set out 
on yet another grueling, hilly workout. 
 The “most spirited” Rebel of the 
year—the student who shows up for the 
most events—will be named in the spring, 
in yet another commissioner of spirit 
innovation. But the most spirited Rebels 
of the fall may well be the entire student 
body, who learned to show up and show 
support for their teams, their friends, and 
their community.

prep spirit

Rebel spirit rallies this fall

See preptalk.flintridgeprep.org for photos and 
stories from Homecoming, Halloween, and more.  
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Four Rebel teams 
compete at cIF 

GIRls’ TennIs
Prep’s girls’ tennis team finished with an 
all-time best of 2nd place in the Prep 
League with 14 wins and 5 losses. The 
Rebels were led by Andrea Kevakian ’15, 
who was undefeated with 30 wins and is 
the Prep League’s MVP. She was second-
ed by the doubles team of Kira Lee ’12 
and Roya Gheissari ‘14, who played to a 
record of 21 wins and 3 losses. 
 In the first round of the CIF SS play-
offs, the team beat Dos Pueblos at Scholl 
Canyon and then went on to face New-
port Harbor in the 2nd round. This is the 
2nd year in a row that Flintridge Prep has 
faced off against a tough Newport Harbor 
team during CIF playoffs. The girls lost 
10-8 against the No. 3 seed Newport 
Harbor in a 2nd-round match.
 The Newport Harbor doubles teams 
were tough opponents, but Prep’s singles 
players, Andrea and Jenise Vargas ’13, 
both swept their sets. Andrea qualified to 
play in the CIF Individuals Tournament, 
where she was defeated in the 3rd round.

cROss cOunTRy
As they say in cross country, “you always 
need to finish what you start.” This year 
Prep was the only local school to have 
both its girls’ and boys’ cross-country 
teams qualify for CIF State finals.
 The girl’s cross country team turned 
up the heat in the post-season, qualify-
ing for the California State Champion-
ships with a 5th place finish in CIF Finals 
at Mt. SAC. Anchored by the terrific 
performances of 9th place Sarah Yoho 
’14 (19:03) and 15th place Kate Evans 
’14 (19:35), the Varsity team of Grace 
Broyles ’13, Audrey Levy ’14, Ashley Lara 
’15, Oonagh McDowell ’15, and Marissa 
Wang ’13 had a great showing. Joined by 
alternates Natalie Rose Schwartz ’13 and 
Ellie Redding ’12, the girls represented 
Flintridge Preparatory School in the State 
Championships held at Woodward Park 
in Fresno on November 26. At that meet, 
Kate and Sarah switched places, with Kate 
coming in 19th overall (19:32) and Sarah 
at number 23 (19:55), to lead their team 
to 9th place in California.

Romeo and Juliet
A contemporary rendition

This year’s fall play, Romeo and Juliet, 
delighted audiences November 11-13 
with its quirky humor and expressive 
choreography. A sparse stage of movable 
white panels created the space for Shake-
speare’s famous tragedy to run its course. 
But action was not limited to the stage. 
Players burst forth from hidden places in 
the audience and turned the entire the-
ater into fair Verona. A musical underscore 
of popular tunes from Regina Spektor to 
The White Stripes added to its vigor and 
whimsy. Director Ms. Lisa Bierman ’03 
wanted the show to be “vibrant and ac-
cessible,” not to mention “fun.” She, her 
assistant directors Mary Clare Plaschke ’13 
and Brette O’Brien ’12, and the spirited 
cast, accomplished that and more.
 Paris, played by Zack Myers ’12 , had 
the audience undone with laughter by 
his rendition of Enrique Iglesias’ “Hero,” 
which he sang to Juliet, played by Sophia 
Heflin ’14, at the Capulet party. The full 
cast dance sequence that followed shortly 
after charged the space with feel-good 
energy that was encouraged by other 
individual performances, including that of 
Samantha Harper ’12, who played Juliet’s 
Nurse, and Josh Haug ’13, who played 
Mercutio. Samantha Harper performed 
the part with what appeared to be com-
plete ease—her commentary a thread of 
revealing wit. She was pitch-perfect. Josh 
Haug’s Mercutio was bawdy and bold—a 
wonderful performance of a character, 
who himself, likes to perform. 
 However, with Mercutio’s death came 
a shift in gears, from a play of innocent 
love scenes and jocular banter to the 
darker course of tragedy.
 A duel between Tybalt, played by 
Maddie Case ’13, and Romeo, played by 
William Bremer ’14, turned the tide, and 
the boisterous production grew dark—
Romeo is banished. In his despair he 
seeks the counsel of Friar Lawrence, 
played by Katie Eiler ’12, who showed a 

keen sensibility for Shakespeare’s lan-
guage. She gave the audience, as well as 
the characters, impassioned moments of 
insight and direction. 
 The well-known conclusion of the 
two lovers taking their own lives was 
presented with a sobering emotional 
intensity. Juliet drained the theater of 
its remaining humor with her final good-
bye to Romeo. The Capulet-Montague 
feud has entombed its two young lovers. 
With a gentle spotlight on Romeo and 
Juliet, the rest of the cast filled the stage. 
The remorse and grief of the scene was 
expressed in a visceral dance sequence, 
which rounded out the emotional ex-
tremes of the production. 
 Theater Department Chair Rob 
Lewis said, “Ms. Bierman infused a very 
contemporary feel into this aged text, 
sparking a life and vigor with sword-
fighting, dance numbers, solos, and music 
underscoring. The actors spent many long 
hours analyzing text and learning how to 
approach Shakespearean drama to ensure 
a comprehensive presentation to the audi-
ence. Plus, the cast spent an overnighter 
in Norris to help prepare them for the 
work and bond as an ensemble. All in all, 
this production came out shining, and one 
that many will talk about with reverence. 
A toast to your successes and completion 
of a great show!”

Spotlight

William Bremer ’14 (Romeo) and Sophia Heflin ’14 
(Juliet). 

 The Flintridge Prep boys’ Varsity 
turned in the highest finish of any San 
Gabriel Valley school at Mt. SAC, taking 
3rd in the Division V CIF championships 
with 141 points. The Rebels’ scoring 
squad included Casey Thompson ‘12 
(23rd, 16:29), Alan Yoho ‘14 (28th, 16:35), 
Eli Weinstein ‘12 (34th, 16:45), Jake John-
son ‘12 (39th, 16:49) and James Bradley 
‘12 (42nd, 16:55). At the State Champion-
ships, the boys came in 4th place, just 2 
points behind the 3rd place team. Their 
tight pack included Jake Johnson ’12, 
who led the boys’ team (26th at 16:46), Eli 
Weinstein ’12 (28th at 16:49), Alan Yoho 
’14 (30th at 16:54), Case Thompson ’12 
(31st at 16:54), Aaron Sugimoto ’13 (32nd 
at 16:55), James Bradley ’12 (38th at 
17:03) and Elias Ellison ’13 (at 17:35). 

bOys’ WATeR pOlO
After 3 years without a single Prep League 
win, the Rebels won their first game 
(against Milken, 13-7) and kept their 
eyes on the prize—a .500 season—for 
the whole season. Coach Dan Hare had 
asked the water polo team to vocalize 
and publicize their goal of a winning year. 
The players (representing 9th through 
12th grades) benefited from the exposure, 
taking 2nd place at the Los Altos Tourna-
ment, and then proving a strong presence 
at Brentwood. Losses to top-ranked Poly 
and Chadwick “just made the team stron-
ger,” according to Coach Hare, who was 

assisted by Jeff Chase and Westen Law-
ton. The early season games set the stage 
for a league record of 4-6. A stunning, 
late-season (non-League) triumph against 
Notre Dame (13-8), a team they had lost 
to at the Malibu tournament, helped the 
Rebels (15-12 overall) to a wild card slot 
in CIF—their 1st trip to the playoffs in 
6 years. The team won the 1st game in 
Prep’s pool, 8-6, against powerful Califor-
nia High School, and were even able to 
send in talented JV players. The Rebels 
went down to defeat in their 2nd-round 
CIF game at No. 2 seed Palm Desert, but 
the program, with returning frosh, sophs, 
and juniors, is in a position of strength for 
ensuing seasons.
 Brian Khin ’13, playing between the 
pipes as goalie, anchored the Varsity 
defense, while shooters Ethan Vandeventer 
’14 and Diego Delgado ’15 were the high 
scorers, along with Carlo Silviotti ’14. The 
JV team, in a foreshadowing of things 
to come, notched an 11-4 overall and an 
8-2 League season with defensive support 
from Bryce Delgado ‘14 and strong-armed 
goalie Max Bork ’14, who also accounted 
for 2 goals from his side of the pool during 
the season, along with high scorers Anton 
Verbinski ’14 and Connor O’Malley ’14. 

William Bremer, Maddie Case ’13 (Tybalt), and 
Callan Gies ’13 (Petruchio).

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org for more 
sports stories and photos.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org for photos of 
the talent show and Romeo and Juliet. 
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1940–1949

40s decAde ReunIOn
sAve THe dATe:  May 5, 2012

1956
Over the summer WARRen 
FIX and his wife, Sherry, took 
a month-long cruise and land 
tour of Spain, France, and Italy. 
“What a great trip! We also 
recently attended the 55th 
Reunion on campus along 
with sTeve FAlK and ben 
jAcKsOn. The percentage of 
classmates attending was very 
impressive. We recently moved 
back to Newport Beach where 
we are still actively involved in 
business and loving life. Anyone 
visiting the area should call.”  

1958
bIll sTORK shares his thoughts 
on teaching in this issue’s 
feature article on page 9.

1961 & 1962

50th ReunIOn
sAve THe dATe:  May 5, 2012

1961
MIcHAel jOsepH shared that 
his son, sTepHen jOsepH 
’94, was promoted to president 
of Dacor in August. The third 
generation is taking over. 

1962
bOb IMMleR shared that Ken 
pAyne ’63 visited him at his 
home in Brattleboro, VT. The 

photo above shows the two of 
them at the Smith College Art 
Museum during Northampton, 
Massachusetts’ monthly “Art 
Night Out.” 
 dAvId sHApIRO responded 
to our inquiry in the summer 
2011 PrepTalk about involve-
ment in the Peace Corps. “I’m 
a former Peace Corps volun-

teer who went directly into the 
Peace Corps after graduating 
from UC Berkeley in 1966. I was 
sent to the mid-west region of 
Nigeria, but one year later, the 
Biafran Civil War broke out, and 
I was evacuated. I spent my 2nd 
year in the Republic of Niger, 
working in a peanut cooperative 
in the lower Sahara.” 

1963
Ken pAyne recently visited 
bOb IMMleR ’62 in Vermont. 
See photo under 1962.
 RIcHARd KeRsTen and 
his wife, Sandy, are having 
a great time living in Kailua, 
Oahu, HI. They have three 
children. Deedee (32) is a client 
care specialist, Chase (31) is 

an architect, and Harry (23) is 
a financial representative with 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insur-
ance. They are excited to an-
nounce that Chase and his wife, 
Kellie, gave birth to twins June 
30, Parker ’Anolani Raiko and 
Taylor Utayo Nohealani. Richard 
and Sandy are pictured above.
 
1968
jOHn bleIMAIeR’s regular 
column in The Star, the national 
magazine of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America, won 
the bronze medal at this year’s 
International Automotive Media 
Awards ceremony in Detroit. 
“This is just my avocation. I’m 
a farmer, essayist, poet, rally 
driver, and lawyer...nobody’s 
perfect. Keep the revs up!”
 TOM pORTWOOd respond-
ed to our call for archival mate-
rial and sent in his old school 
blazer. He has been working in 
the fund development field for 
non-profit health care clinics—
and other agencies with worthy 
causes—for over 20 years. He 
shares memories of Prep “In His 
Own Words” on this page.
 GeRRy lyncH (below) 
stopped by campus over the 
summer and recounted the 
days he had Latin III after lunch 
with Mr. neupauer. Gerry was 
known to drink too much milk 
and fall asleep in class!  

 jOHn McnIcHOlAs has 
retired after nearly 30 years as 
a reporter then editor with the 
daily Santa Cruz Sentinel. He 
also taught newswriting and ed-
iting in UC Santa Cruz’s Science 
Communications program for 
nearly 20 years. His wife of more 
than 30 years, Glendale girl 
Peggy Powers McNicholas, con-
tinues working in UCSC’s Sci-
ence and Engineering Library. 
His oldest son, Michael, is set to 
graduate from Humboldt State 
with a degree in forestry and 
hydrology. Mike has spent sum-
mers working to eradicate non-
native trout in Yosemite’s high 
country and on other wildlife-
biology projects; as a hotshot 
firefighter out of Orleans, on 
the Klamath River; and most 
recently as a forester for the 
Bureau of Land Management in 
Medford, OR. John’s younger 
son, John Powers, is preparing 
to attend San Francisco State 
as a sophomore, to continue his 
work and education in ceramics, 
printmaking, and other art. He’s 
also working at a downtown 
Santa Cruz surf shop. 
 Since retiring, John has 
worked occasionally at the 
Sentinel as an editor and 
proofreader. But he’s spending 
more time tying flies, wrapping 
rods, and hunting trout around 
the West. He’s also reading 
history, tending his vegetable 
garden, and raising chicks in 
the backyard coop he just built. 
He’s immersing himself more 
deeply in obscure American 
music—country, mountain, and 
bluegrass, and a bit of slack key. 
Last year, he and a group of 
pickers who’d gathered around 
UCSC in ‘68 and ‘69 were 
invited to play at the Kate Wolf 
Festival in Northern California. 
He claims spiritual progress, and 
continues to indulge his love of 
British Romantic poets, sparked 
and nurtured in his junior and 
senior years at Prep.
 On June 25, jIM WelcH 
was able to cross off another 
item on his bucket list by 
swimming from Alcatraz to San 
Francisco during the annual 
Sharkfest swim. “I enjoy swim-
ming and normally workout in 
a pool, but this was the first 

Alumni News

in his own words 
ToM PoRTWood ’68

“For the past 13+ years, I’ve 
had my own consulting busi-
ness. And I owe so much to 
Flintridge! The writing skills I 
first started honing with Messrs. 
smith, cavanaugh, and den-
niston have been crucial in my 
work. I also write poetry regu-

larly. One of my poems appeared in a regional anthology, 
More than Soil, More than Sky: The Modesto Poets, which 
launched November 8, 2011. 
 In 1967, when I was a senior, Mr. Cavanaugh put 
together a production of the James Thurber comedy, The 
Life of Water Mitty. Some female students were somehow 
recruited. I know that Prep now has a theater, but, in those 
years, there wasn’t anything close to a room that could 
double as a makeshift stage. But Mr. C was an enterprising 
teacher, and he arranged for us to stage the play on the as-
phalt plaza that fanned outward from the Skillen House and 
the picnic tables where we used to eat lunch. (During the 
World Series, the hum of transistor radios, with broadcasters 
announcing the play by plays, could be heard hovering over 
that area.) 
 After a few weeks of Saturday rehearsals, we had a 
single performance on the same day as the USC-UCLA 
football game. Mr. C and a bunch of us set up a few rows 
of chairs for the audience. In the absence of a stage, all 
the players in the production kept walking endlessly in 
circles, and when one of us had a line to say, the line of 
characters would stop in mid-motion. It was actually a very 
creative way to do it (Mr. C’s idea, I’m sure), well suited to 
the rapid fire one-liners in the play. There were some pretty 
good laughs along the way. Once the play was finished, 
the audience (made up of family members, mostly, of course) 
applauded politely, and then began asking if anyone had 
heard the score of the Trojan-Bruin game. That was Prep 
Theater, circa 1967!” 

Forward Pass

The President signed a two-year extension of the IRA 
Charitable Rollover. The law extends the IRA Charitable 
Rollover through 2011. An IRA Charitable Rollover gift can 
go towards satisfying the taxpayer’s minimum distribution 
requirement. 
 The new expiration date for the Charitable Rollover is 
December 31, 2011.

Please consider making an IRA Charitable Rollover to 
Flintridge. Your gift can make a difference to the school 
and make a difference in your taxes!*
 For more information about an IRA Charitable 
Rollover or other ways to help secure Flintridge’s future, 
please call Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, at 
818.949.5524 or email yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org. 

Rollover an IRA to Flintridge Prep; it’s tax free!*

1952 Football Team

* Please consult your tax advisor about how a charitable gift from your IRA will impact you. 
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open water swimming I’d ever 
done (see above). The water 
was about 60 degrees, but with 
a wetsuit it was no problem. I 
swam with a group of friends 
who were helping raise money 
for hydrocephalus research (see 
http://www.teamhydro.org/). 
The swim was great fun, and I 
finished in under an hour.” He 
also went on a hiking trip in 
the Bavarian Alps, joined by his 
brother Jack, and their father, 
who at 91 years of age is still 
an avid hiker. Jim continues 
his organ concerts around the 
country. For a list of upcoming 
concerts, see www.welchorgan-
ist.com. 

1970
bIll ledendecKeR took six 
days off and rode his Harley to 
Mammoth for some skiing (see 
below), to Yosemite for hiking, 
to the Kern River to go rafting, 

and then across California to 
Santa Barbara for wine tasting. 
“Life is short! Do it before you 
get horizontal.” 

1975
scOTT leslIe recently joined 
JBL Professional as global Vice 
President of Engineering in 
Northridge, CA, with teams 
located in California, Indiana, 
China, and Brazil. This is a 
dream job. Scott has been in 
the music business from the day 
he was born as his dad was Don 
Leslie, inventor and producer 
of the Leslie Organ Speaker. 
Scott says, “JBL Pro, the leader 
in sound worldwide, delivers 
solutions serving cinema, tour 
sound, musicians, airports, 
hotels, churches, recording and 
broadcast, and other markets. 
If you’ve been to a large (or 
small) concert, you’ve heard 
JBL speakers.” JBL provided all 

the speakers to the MTV Music 
Awards this summer. Between 
managing four daughters and 
his new role at JBL, Scott still 
jams on his Strat when he gets a 
chance. (See above.)

1978
“A Promise of Comfort,” an an-
them composed to memorialize 
the victims of the 2005 London 
bombing, was performed in cel-
ebration of the 10th anniversary 
of September 11, 2001. It was 
performed at St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in Charlotte, NC, 
and at Oneonta Congregational 
Church in South Pasadena, CA, 
where RObeRT pARKeR and 
Prep students were part of the 
choir. In other news, Robert’s 
music will be receiving its 
Southern Hemisphere premiere 
this December. His “Toccata 
in C (Angel’s Song)” will be 
performed at St. Stephen’s Unit-
ing Church on Christmas Eve in 
Sydney, Australia. His music has 
now been heard on four of the 
seven continents: only South 
America, Africa, and Antarctica 
to go!

1983
For the past seven years MIKe 
HAll has been living in Saipan, 
a tropical US Commonwealth 
island, practicing dentistry, 
surfing, and kite-boarding, as 
well as swimming with his two 
young kids, Jasper (4) and Ella 
(2). His wife, Jianqin, is from 
Shanghai. They recently went 
on a six-week trip to Bali, where 
they enjoyed surfing, swimming, 
eating, and relaxing!

1986
cHRIs HuGHes shares his 
thoughts on teaching in this 
issue’s feature on page 5.
 eRIc McdOnAld sent in 
the following update: “Rebels 
’86 —This summer was pretty 
big (see above). Last year I 
realized I was working with a 
special lady and decided to ask 
her out. I was as nervous as an 
8th grader at a dance. Melissa 
and I dated for almost a year 
and we got married July 30 in 
The Motor City. We had a great 
time honeymooning in northern 
Michigan. I had to pass on the 
25th reunion as well as other 
events this spring, with much 
regret. Now we’re back in Estes 
Park, CO, working through the 
winter. Our plan is to relocate 
this spring to the great state 
of Ohio. I appreciate hearing 
about the Rebels and wish you 
all the best! Any hot tips about 
Ohio?” 

1987

25th ReunIOn
sAve THe dATe:  May 5, 2012

jeFFRey MARples (below) 
and his wife, Jennifer, have 
finally moved out of the Haight 
Ashbury neighborhood of 

Interest rates are low; earn more 
with a charitable gift annuity

with Flintridge Prep!

A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the rest of your 

life, offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and also support Flintridge 

Prep. Gift annuities can be created with cash, securities, or real estate. 

Payment rates are based on age. Below are a few examples of our 

guaranteed annual payment rates*:

Rates for an Individual               Two lives—joint and survivor    
Age Rate Younger Older Rate
65 4.7% 65  66-68  4.3%
68 4.9% 68  72-75  4.6% 
70 5.1% 70  72-74  4.7% 
73 5.5% 73 78-80 5.1%
75 5.8% 75 79-81 5.3%
78 6.4% 78  80-81  5.6% 
80 6.8% 80  83-84 6.0% 
83 7.4% 83 85 6.5%
85 7.8% 85  88  7.1% 
88 8.4% 88  88  7.6% 

For more information, please call Yuki Jimbo, 
Director of Development at 818.949.5524 

or email:  yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

* Rates in effect through June 30, 2012.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

n

n

NEW 
RATES!

San Francisco and have 
relocated to the beautiful Marin 
county neighborhood of 
Belvedere. Their oldest son, 
Rhys, just started kindergarten 
and the twins, Caroline and 
Gaby, will be following suit next 
year. “All is good and very 
happy to be out of San 
Francisco. Find me on Face-
book.” 
 TIM TAKeucHI married 
Diane Chou in Shell Beach, CA, 
in September. Joining in the 
celebration were pAul KIM, 
MIKe ReA, leO OTAKe, junG 
cHO, MAX lAWsOn, and 
MIKe TAKeucHI ’85. 

1988
sTeve bATTAGlIA ran into 
Rob Mclinn, KInden 
MITcHell, (below) and his 
brother, bRIAn bATTAGlIA 
’86 on the 4th of July. “I can’t 
believe that Rob taught me 
science 25 years ago—he is 
amazing.”    

 vIcKI pARKs TuTTle 
and cec seRRAnO-
MclAuGHlIn had a mini-
reunion in San Francisco over 
4th of July weekend (below). 
“My boys, Dominic (10) and 
Mason (7), loved playing with 
Cec Serrano’s twins, Max and 
Lucy (15 months).”

Our beloved Doris Walton 
celebrated her 94th birth-
day October 25. She loved 
the bright bouquet of 
flowers from Flintridge. 
In March 1957, Doris came 
to work as a part-time sec-
retary for Doane Lowery, 
founder and president. 
This began her 48-year 
tenure at the school. Over 
the years she held the 
positions of secretary to 
the board of directors, 
manager of payroll and 
faculty contracts, organizer 
of campus events, and (her 
favorite) director of alumni 
relations. She retired from 
her full-time position in 
1983 but continued in a 
part-time capacity until 
October 2006. 

 Happy 
 BirtHday,

DoRiS!

For more stories about 
alumni and past faculty, visit 
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org



26 27

1994
sTepHen jOsepH was pro-
moted to president of Dacor 
in August. As stated in the 
note from his dad, MIcHAel 
jOsepH ’61, “the third genera-
tion is taking over.” 

1995
jOsH sMITH shares his 
thoughts on teaching in this 
issue’s feature on page 11.

1996 & 1997

15th ReunIOn
sAve THe dATe:  May 5, 2012

1997
RebeccA MedInA got 
engaged to Thomas Snyder in 
July and will be getting mar-
ried in May 2012. “We live in 
a cute little bungalow in Echo 
Park, where we love explor-
ing the hilly neighborhood by 
foot. I received my MA in social 
work from USC in 2005, and 
have been working at a non-
profit mental health agency in 
Pasadena for the past six years. 
I am currently the coordinator 
for an adult outpatient mental 
health program, and have been 
supervising MSW interns for 
the past three years, which is 
one of my favorite aspects of 
my job. I also recently started 
my private practice in psycho-
therapy in Glendale, and have 
been enjoying it tremendously. 
I would like to mention that my 

bRIAn ReARdOn ’04. Gwen 
(above) hopes to move to LA for 
7th grade so she may become 
a Rebel! 

2000
On August 13, 2011, dAnIel 
HOFFMAnn married Katie 
Weisman (Prep middle school 
Class of 2001). They have both 
changed their last names to 
Weishoff, and live with their 
pitbull Penelope in Sunland/
Tujunga (below). 

 AleX sWOpe recently 
moved back to La Crescenta 
and is the newest veterinar-
ian at Montrose Pet Hospital. 
She treats all critters, great and 
small, that walk or fly in. Come 
bring your pets, or just stop by 
to say, “hi.”

2001
pHIl bObbs has recently taken 
on the role as general manager 
of the University of Massachu-
setts Club in downtown Boston. 
It’s a private dining club on 
the 33rd floor with beautiful 
panoramic views of the Boston 
harbor. The website is www.
umassclub.com.
 sTeven WesTeRvelT is 
currently working for an elec-
tions and political consulting 
firm based in Washington, DC. 
He splits his time between there 
and Baghdad, Iraq. On October 
1, he was the co-best man with 
MARc HAMud at KenneTH 
KIM and sHAunA FRAseR’s 
wedding.

2002
RAcHel nAGRecHA shares 
her thoughts on teaching in this 
issue’s feature on page 7.

2003
eMIly AnsARA bAInes’ 
cookbook, The Unofficial 
Hunger Games Cookbook, was 
published by Adams Media on 
December 1 (and is available 
on amazon.com). She currently 
subs at Prep, and is working on 
a new young adult novel, which 
she hopes will be out in the next 
two years.
 nIcOle bOnOFF shared, 
“After graduating from Stanford 
University in 2007 with a BA 
in Political Science and a BS 
in Earth Systems (Environmen-
tal Studies), I started my PhD 
in Political Science at UCSD, 
studying comparative political 
economy and development. I 
just completed my fourth year 
in the program and have moved 
to New York City to be with my 
partner, Merlin Brittenham, who 
started law school at Columbia 
University. However, I will be 
in and out of the city a lot. In 
late fall, I will move to Ghana 
to complete my dissertation 

experience as a peer counselor 
my senior year at Flintridge was 
very valuable, and that, despite 
her misgivings, Mrs. Kimble 
gave me a chance to be a peer 
counselor—so, thank you, Mrs. 
Kimble! If you would like to 
contact me, you can reach me 
at rmedina.lcsw@gmail.com.”
 ARIneH peZesHKIAn mar-
ried Armand Alaverdian on July 
9, 2011 (below). The reception 
was held at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel. Arineh shares, 
“Despite the usual pre-wedding 
stress, once the actual day ar-
rived I was so happy and felt so 
serene. It was the best feeling 
to celebrate with all our loved 
ones. I even felt my late parents’ 
energy that whole day! We 
were on Cloud 9 and danced 
the night away. We have settled 
down in Hermosa Beach and 
are enjoying our newlywed life.”

Double up
with a matching gift!
 Corporate matching gifts can boost the power of your donation. 
Check with your employer about a company matching program or 
contact Donna Merchant at dmerchant@flintridgeprep.org.[]

1998
KRIs vAn cleAve (above) 
is coming up on his five-year 
anniversary in Washington, DC, 
where he is a reporter at WJLA-
TV/ABC7 News. “I was recently 
honored with three Regional 
Emmy Awards including general 
assignment reporter, military 
series for last year’s trip to 
Afghanistan, and business/
consumer reporting for my 
7 On Your Side consumer 
reporting. The local Associated 
Press Broadcast Association 
named me DC’s ‘Best Reporter’ 
for 2010. Over the summer I 
participated in the RIAS Berlin 
Kommission Fellowship pro-
gram that sent me and 13 other 
journalists to Germany and 
Belgium to learn about German 
culture, media, and politics (we 
went to Belgium to spend time 
at NATO and the EU).” 

1999
Gwyneth Brian Speetzen was 
born on April 12, 2011, to 
KATIe ReARdOn-speeTZen 
and Chris Speetzen in Chicago, 
IL.  Gwen’s godfather, cHRIs 
MeAdOR ’98, does a great job 
of spoiling her, as do her uncles, 
neIl ReARdOn ’02 and 

a HoMECoMING 
for pArents of Alumni

Homecoming traditionally involves alumni and a 
football game or two, but at Prep we like to expand 
on the event by inviting our parents of alumni to return 
“home” to campus to catch up with one another and 
the school. Parents from the Class of 2011 returned to 
share stories about how their children are adjusting to 
life in college and how they are adjusting to life without 
them at home. They also assembled care packages 
to send to their kids at college. The Parents of Alumni 
Reception for Classes 2003-2010 was equally nostalgic; 
however, many discussions revolved around their kids’ 
college majors and career interests. Thanks for coming 
home—we loved seeing you again!

 eRIc MAyeR and Verjinia 
Karnik (above) were married 
at St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Church in Pasadena on July 29, 
2011. A reception followed 
at California Institute of 
Technology’s Athenaeum. 
Prep faculty members who 
were in attendance include 
groomsman TOdd FROsT and 
Mrs. jacki Williams-jones. 

1992

20th ReunIOn
sAve THe dATe:  May 5, 2012

No oRdINaRy GaME

jp blecksmith ’99 is featured in a 

documentary film called “From Philadelphia to 

Falluja,” about the iconic 2001 Army-Navy football 

game, profiling three players who later served 

in Iraq. Visit www.armynavy2001.com to see a 

trailer, rent, or buy this film. 

Some proceeds of the film go to the 

JP Blecksmith Leadership Foundation.

See a slideshow at preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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research on the role of chiefs in 
fiscal politics and voter mobili-
zation. This will be my third trip 
back to Ghana after running an 
exit poll of the 2008 national 
election and another trip in 
2010. After about nine months 
in the field, I will be bi-coastal 
between NYC and San Diego 
until I finish my degree.”
 lIly bRAveRMAn is cur-
rently living in Costa Mesa and 
working as a counselor at a 
dual-diagnosis substance abuse 
treatment center for women. “I 
have been at this job for about 
three years now and it has in-
spired me to pursue a graduate 
degree in art therapy. I am hop-
ing to enter a program in fall of 
2012.  Life is fantastic!”
 bRAndOn ROGeRs shared, 
“My wife, Carmen, and I have 
some big news! Our first child 
(below), a boy, Nicolás Anto-
nio Pérez Rogers, was born on 
September 2, 2011 at 9:43 pm 
in Provo, UT.  He weighed 7 
lbs., 15 oz., measured 20.5 in., 
and was born with a full head of 
beautiful dark hair. Both mother 
and baby are doing great and 
are as healthy as can be. We 
are a lot more tired these days 
than before parenthood, but 
it’s nothing compared to the 
happiness and joy little Nico 
has brought to our pequeña 
familia! My wife is doing great. 
She’s studying physical educa-
tion and in a few more weeks 
she’ll be able to resume her job 
as a Zumba instructor, which is 
great because her students re-
ally miss her. In fact, they came 
to her baby shower when she 

was eight and a half months 
pregnant and got a surprise 
when she led them in some 
Zumba. She is happy and recov-
ering from the birth wonderfully, 
and is active and on her feet 
as she has always been. On 
another note, I presented my 
master’s thesis, ‘Vowel Quality 
and Language Contact in Mi-
ami-Cuban Spanish,’ in October 
at the 2011 Hispanic Linguistics 
Symposium at the University 
of Georgia. We are excited 
about that. I was also published 
recently in La Marca Hispánica, 
the Spanish and Portuguese 
graduate journal at BYU, for a 
paper I wrote, titled, ‘Fenóme-
nos lingüísticos ocasionados por 
el contacto entre el español y el 
inglés en Miami, Florida: el caso 
de los cubanos en Miami.’ So, I 
guess you could say life in gen-
eral for us is great.  Enjoy the 
picture! He’s a heartbreaker.” 
 KATIe KIMble married Tyler 
Grooms at the Pasadena 
Museum of California Art on 

August 21, 2011. The mother 
of the bride is Dean of Students 
Midge Kimble. KRIsTen 
cHesTeR and MeGAn KIMble 
’04 were in the bridal party. 
Other Prep alumni in atten-
dance were jAsOn AndeR 
and KATe lAWRence. (See 
above.)

2004 
bROOKs KIRcHHeIMeR is the 
restaurant manager at Daly’s 
Pub & Rec in the Montage Hotel 
in Deer Valley, UT. 
 
2005
bReTT KAndA is playing 
professional golf on the 
Canadian Tour.

2006
MeRedITH KIRcHHeIMeR is 
getting her MA in Public Admin-
istration at American University 
in Washington, DC, with plans 
to work in corporate social 
responsibility. 

THaNksGIvING oPEN HousE PREP BluE
membership hAs its privileges

Being part of the Flintridge Prep community goes well be-
yond solidarity within your own class. Many are finding that 
when they reach out and get in touch with others, they get 
amazing leads about colleges, careers, and more.
 
Statistics show that more people make successful career 
changes through networking than any other format, and 
our alumni are no exception. In anticipation of launching his 
company, myBookCrate, erik bogaard ’09 reached out to 
the alumni network and connected with doug Hall ’98 and 
drew prickett ’00, who are helping Erik with his financial 
model, investment book, and executive summary.
 
Likewise, after graduating from Connecticut College, Matt 
brown ’07 connected with paul baribault ’92 and the Raines 
family (parents of Austin ’06 and Georgia ’09). Through 
these connections, Matt interviewed at Universal McCann in 
New York City and was hired as an assistant media buyer on 
the L’Oreal account.
 
Staying connected goes beyond these success stories. Shar-
ing your wisdom with others is just as rewarding as landing 
your dream job. Board member Jaynie Studenmund says, 
“Mentoring is about paying it forward. All my associates feel 
the same way—it’s a precious connection. I spend about 30 
percent of my time mentoring younger people. I think of 
all the people who have ever helped me, and I realize that 
in 20 minutes or a couple hours, I can really affect people’s 
perceptions about themselves and their career paths. It’s a 
great feeling.”
 
Both in person and online, conversations are always hap-
pening. Visit my.flintridgeprep.org or our alumni group on 
linkedIn, and you’ll see conversations about careers from 
book publishing to marketing to software development. 
Looking for grad school? Interested in a career in law? Start a 
conversation. It’s easy to build lasting relationships and open 
doors to new possibilities.

THE FLINTRIDGE PREP

ARCHIVES 
ARE OPEN
Donations welcome!

For details, please contact 

Jacqueline Epley Tegart '97, 

Director of Alumni Relations, 

at alumni@flintridgeprep.org.

The 6th Annual Alumni-in-College 
Thanksgiving Open House was held 
on the Wednesday before Thanksgiv-
ing and saw some of Prep’s youngest 
alums return to campus to visit with 
their classmates and former teachers. 
For many of them, it was the first time 
seeing one another since starting col-
lege! After chatting awhile, the alums 
joined the rest of the campus in Nor-
ris Auditorium to watch the annual 
Junior Parent Dinner (JPD) assembly 
where the junior class presents the 
JPD performances for the student 
body and faculty.

Top left to right: Lauren Von Der Ahe ’07, Ayana 
Sumiyasu ’07, Lesley Fox, and James Woolley ’07; Nick 
Loui ’08 and Rob McLinn. Middle: Jackson McHenry 
’11, and David Chou ’11; Conor Dubin ’10, Dan Hare, 
Nick Ostiller ’10, Morgan Brown ’10, and Jessica Gerard 
’10. Bottom: Nitya Rajeshuni ’09, Reggie Ursettie, Sue 
Hodge, and Lauren Miller ’09.

See more at alumni.flintridgeprep.org
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the other side of college; the 
seniors are starting to get into 
application season and I do 
not envy them! I am still look-
ing for something full-time in 
the concert and event busi-
ness, but for now it is keeping 
me out of trouble. I am really 
enjoying having the time to go 
and attend concerts as a fan, 
rather than working them as a 
crewmember...if anyone needs 
a buddy to go with them to a 
show in the area, let me know! I 
hope to be spending a bit more 
time around Prep now that I am 
back in the area! Best wishes to 
the rest of ‘07!”

2008
nIcK lOuI graduated in May 
from Emerson College, magna 
cum laude, with a degree in 
marketing/communications, and 
is now working in LA. Nick is 
the CEO of a start-up company, 
PrismPlay, which he founded 
with other Emersonians, and is 
the marketing and new media 
director for Divide Nine, a start-
up animation company based 
in Glendale. Nick and his mom, 
Rose, spent a fun week in Lon-
don this summer with AsHley 
WOOd and her mom, Jill.
 IsAbellA lORes-cHAveZ 
spent her spring semester in 
Paris, studying French and art 
history. She lived with a host 
family and spent nearly five 
months getting to know Paris, 
its gastronomic delights, and 
its stunning museums. “I’m so 
excited to return to Paris as 
soon as I can, knowing that the 
city is in some ways a home. 
The entire experience was 
nothing short of magical. This 
past summer I worked as the 

 Shortly after moving into 
their new home in Seattle, WA, 
sHAROn dOnAldsOn mar-
ried Michael Kiyo on September 
24, 2011. Prep friends sIMOne 
FRIed, KATe yAndell, 
jAsMIne yAsAR, and eMIly 
dWyeR, as well as Sharon’s sis-
ter lIndA dOnAldsOn ’08, 
flew in from all corners of the 
country to attend (see above). 
Seattle granted Sharon and 
Michael some uncharacteristic 
sunshine, which lasted through 
their lovely morning ceremony 
and lunch reception. 
 Over the summer, seAn 
HIlsOn clerked for a judge in 
the US Court of Appeals, First 
Circuit. 

HIllARy 
MIlleR gradu-
ated from BYU’s 
film program 
in April and hit 
the ground run-
ning. She was 
busy working in 
Santa Monica 
as an assistant 

on set for Honda and CHP com-
mercials, as well as pursuing her 
photography, shooting wed-
dings and families. She left to 
serve a mission for The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints in Rosario, Argentina, 
September 2011, and returns 
in March 2013. She is very 
grateful for her Spanish teachers 
doña Kim, señor nuñez, and 
señora banning for helping her 
become fluent in the beautiful 
language. 

2007
clAIRe cuMMIns just started 
her first year of medical school 
at the University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch in Galveston.
 KATe TuccI shares, “I just 
moved back to LA (for now, at 
least!) after finishing my Cornell 
degree over four very chilly 
years in Ithaca, NY. I spent most 
of my senior year planning a 
massive concert called Slope 
Day, which is on the last day of 
classes before summer break. 
This year we had an awesome 
lineup: Nelly was our headliner 
(yes, as in “Hot in Here” Nelly) 
and we had the Cool Kids and 
RaRaRiot opening the show. The 
weather was perfect, and we 
had our second-biggest audi-
ence ever, with almost 18,000 
people coming out to celebrate 
the end of the semester. Our 
crew of students got to hang 
out backstage with the artists 
and also learn what really goes 
into making a huge concert 
a success; Here’s a photo 
(opposite page, top left) with 
our headliner right before he 
gave a fantastic performance. 
It was the perfect ending to my 
college experience, and I hope 
to go back next year as a guest 
instead of a producer! I spent 
the summer doing a little bit of 
traveling and a lot of relaxing. 
I am currently working right up 
the hill from Prep at Flintridge 
Sacred Heart Academy, where I 
am helping out in their adminis-
tration office for a few months. 
It’s fun and a bit strange to be 
back on a high school campus 
and looking at things from 

aluMNI CalENdaR

AluMnI RecepTIOn in san Francisco
Monday, February 6, 2012 

AluMnI RecepTIOn in seattle
Thursday, March 1, 2012 

prep Golf Tournament
Monday, April 30, 2012 

prep Reunion day!
Saturday, May 5, 2012 
Classes ‘40-’49, ‘61 & ‘62, ‘87, ‘92, and ‘96 & ‘97

Visit alumni.flintridgeprep.org for more information.

volunteers welcome!
There are several opportunities to contribute to the school 
in meaningful ways, such as speaking at Senior Horizons, 
assisting the College Counseling Office, mentoring, helping 
with the Annual Fund phone-a-thon, coordinating reunions, 
coaching, collecting classnotes for PrepTalk, becoming a 
class agent, judging the science fair, etc. Please contact 
Jacqueline Epley Tegart at alumni@flintridgeprep.org if you 
are interested in volunteering.

class notes wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or 
by phone, 818.949.5526. You may also use the online Alumni 
Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline Epley Tegart, 
Director of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 
4543 Crown Avenue, La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011, fax 
818.790.7406. Email digital images (JPEG or TIF file format, 
300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to 
Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos may be 
reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages, depend-
ing on image quality and space availability.

curatorial intern in the paint-
ings department at the Getty 
Center. I worked closely with the 
curators, wrote wall labels, and 
wrote an entry for the Getty’s 
blog about the museum’s new-
est acquisition, an 18th century 
Italian painting.”  

2009
pATRIcK HIlsOn is in his third 
year at Virginia Tech, where 
he is a second-year teaching 
assistant in animal and poultry 
science. He is also a research 
assistant in parasitology at the 
Virginia Tech Veterinary School. 
 AleX MAlTun is studying 
in Athens, Greece, this semes-
ter. He is a junior at Pitzer 
College majoring in classics.

2010
nIcK OsTIlleR interned with 
the Pasadena Outlook this past 
summer, covering local sports 
and other school news. 
 sARAH RAndOlpH is 
running cross country at Soka 
University, serving as president 
of the a cappella singing group, 
Soul Wings, helping lay out the 
school magazine, The Pearl, 
and organizing the learning 
cluster, “Environmental Rights in 
Guatemala,” with the intention 
of studying the issue on-site in 
Guatemala for three weeks in 
January.
 KATHleen sHeeHy is part 
of the Smith College Glee Club 
and is having a very good time.

obituAries

MARsHAll ARnOld, jR. ’48 passed 
away on August 10, 2011, at his home 
in San Clemente, CA. Marsh was active 
in sports and played on the ‘47 and 
‘48 football teams. He was president 
of his senior class and graduated cum 
laude. He continued on to Princeton 
University, where he graduated with 
high honors in engineering. Marsh 
leaves his wife, Carol; son, Marshall III; daughters Jennifer, 
Annie-Marie, and Elizabeth; brother, Bruce (Flintridge ‘49); 
and 11 grandchildren. He will be dearly missed. 

jOHn dAnIelsOn ’57 passed away on May 19, 2011.

Harold “Hal” Gaylord, father of cHRIs GAylORd ’93 and 
sTepHAnIe GAylORd ’97, passed away unexpectedly on 
July 29, 2011, of a heart attack. Hal was well known around 
the Prep campus during the 1990s as the videographer for 
the football team and also served as a chaperone on several 
class trips. Hal was born December 1, 1944, in Pasadena 
and was a graduate of Pasadena High School and Pasadena 
City College. He served in the US Navy from 1966 to 1968 
aboard the USS Camp (DE-251), and in the Reserve until 
1971. He later worked as a fabrication engineer at JPL and 
helped build the Viking and Voyager probes. He is survived 
by his wife of 43 years, Virginia; his step-father Charles Zern; 
his son and daughter-in-law, Chris and Jennifer Gaylord; his 
daughter and son-in-law, Stephanie and Roger Garcia; his 
sister Nan Martinez; several nieces and nephews; and three 
beloved grandchildren. A memorial service was held on 
August 6 at Sierra Madre United Methodist Church.
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Become a member 
of the Lowery Society!

Flintridge Preparatory School established the 

Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize 

individuals who remember the school in their 

estate plans or through other deferred giving 

arrangements. 

 

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first 

president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy 

and commitment to excellence and student 

development. Individuals who take the step to 

include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans will be 

honored as members of the Lowery Society.

To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep, 

please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, 

at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

include prep in your estate plan

doane M. lowery
Founder and First President
Flintridge Preparatory School 
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Get on the green 
for Flintridge prep!

Flintridge Prep’s Annual Golf Tournament will 

be held at La Cañada Country Club on April 

30. Join us for a day on the fairways, and enjoy 

cocktails, dinner, a silent auction, and awards. 

Registration is at 11:00 AM. 

Proceeds benefit the John Plumb ’64 Endow-

ment Fund in support of faculty enrichment 

programs.
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PARENTS OF ALUMNI:
If this publication is addressed to a son 
or daughter who no longer maintains 
a permanent address at your home, 
please inform the Alumni Office of his 
or her current mailing address. Thank 
you for helping us keep our records 
up to date.
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