
“College is a singular opportunity to rummage through and luxuriate in ideas, to give 
your brain a vigorous workout and your soul a thorough investigation, to realize how 
very large the world is and to contemplate your desired place in it.” 

Frank Bruni, Where you Go Is Not Who You’ll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania



 Less than a third of 2014 LAUSD graduates had A or B averages, and only a quarter of 
graduates who took the SAT or ACT scored above the national average. 

 More than one in six LAUSD graduates who were academically-eligible to attend a 
public four-year college did not enroll in any college in the year following high 
school graduation. Another one in six of those eligible for four-year college enrolled 
in a two-year rather than a four-year college. 

Source: National Student Clearinghouse



 In 2015, of the 3 million high school completers, 69% enrolled in a college the 
following fall. 

 Nearly 40 percent of working-aged Americans now hold a college degree, according 
to a new report from the Lumina Foundation. In 2012, 39.4 percent of Americans 
between 25 and 64 had at least a two-year college degree.

 In Fall 2010, White and Asian students completed their programs at similar rates --
62 percent and 63.2 percent, respectively -- while Latino and black students 
graduated at rates of 45.8 percent and 38 percent, respectively.

Source: National Center for Education Statistics



 Between 1910-2010, the U.S. population has more than tripled from 92 million to 
309 million. 

 U.S. and World Population statistics as of August 2017: 

World: 7,410,693,425

China: 1,379,302,771

India: 1,281,935,911

United States: 325,672,180

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Database and World Population Clock



 25 admission officers

 Goal: enroll a class of 1,700 incoming freshmen

 Increase GPA and testing averages (generally)

 Institutional demands: new theatre arts facility, increase legacy numbers to 30% 
admit rate, admit generous families affirmatively.



Los Angeles Region: 100 spaces

 Should we focus on first generation college-going communities? 

 Target schools where we’ve historically received applications? 

 How important should ethnic diversity be? 

 Where should we recruit internationally? 





“According to data from the Department of Education, more than three-quarters of 
U.S. undergraduates attend colleges that accept at least half of their applicants: 
just 4 percent attend schools that accept 25 percent or less, and hardly any – well 
under 1 percent attend schools like Harvard and Yale that accept less than 10 
percent.”



Class of 2017:

 102 seniors submitted 202 early applications (early action and early decision)

 64% were accepted by their early schools, 59% acceptance for early decision 
applications

 57% of seniors were admitted to a college/university admitting 25% or fewer of its 
applicants

 36% of seniors will be attending a college that was considered a “stretch” on their 
list

 47% will be attending a college listed as a “target”

 17% enrolled at one of their likely options



 Average applications submitted per student: 9

 44 seniors out of 112 submitted an application to the Ivy League and Stanford

 14% of applications to “stretch” schools resulted in an offer of admission

 55% of “target” school applications resulted in an offer

 85% of “likely” school applications resulted in an offer 



In 2016, Harvard Graduate School of Education published the Turning the Tide report. 



“The broken SAT system is but one piece of a whole broken college admissions process 
in which a rich high school learning experience is sacrificed to a corrupt and false 
ideal. 

Our kids are mortgaging their childhoods. But it doesn’t have to be like this. There 
are other options and better ways.” 

Source: Julie Lythcott-Haims, former dean of students at Stanford University and author of How to Raise an Adult. 
Chapter: “The College Admission Process is Broken”
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