
March 12, 2020 
 

COVID-19/Coronavirus Community Update 

Dear Prep Community, 
  
As you’re surely aware, things are changing rapidly with regard to COVID-19, also 
known as coronavirus. I remain in constant contact with area school heads and 
community leaders, as well as the LA County Department of Public Health. Earlier 
this week, I had hoped that we would be able to retain our normal schedule until 
Spring Break. However, in the last two days, the World Health Organization has 
declared COVID-19 a pandemic. While we have no confirmed cases of coronavirus in 
our community, moving as a united group, the Pasadena area independent school 
heads have decided in a general consensus to have no students on campuses 
beginning Monday, March 16. 
 
Monday, March 16 and Tuesday, March 17 will be faculty professional growth days 
as we refine our online learning environment for students. Wednesday, March 18 
through Friday, March 20 will be online school days. Spring Break will begin as 
planned on the afternoon of Friday, March 20, and we hope to resume classes on 
campus on Monday, March 30. 
  
Effective Monday, March 16, all events, including Mock Trial, Senior Horizons and 
Mr. Flintridge Prep, will be postponed while we assess their feasibility to be 
rescheduled at a later time. All extracurricular, co-curricular and club activities will 
stop until March 30. These activities include club meetings and performing arts 
rehearsals. Starting today, all athletic practices and games will be canceled until 
March 30. Throughout this period of time, we will send updates to the community as 
circumstances change. 
  
Our Online Learning Plan 
 
As I said in my last message, at the heart of our online learning effort is the 
understanding that online learning allows us to connect with each other and foster 
relationships. Over the last two weeks, we asked our faculty leaders to imagine the 
elements of an online learning plan, and they responded in a typical Prep “can do” 
manner. They determined from the outset that online learning can nurture 
discussions and enliven students' educational experience. Our teachers have found 



unique ways to reach students and close the gap that physical distance can create. 
We think this is especially important because at times of stress and anxiety it is 
important for students to have meaningful work to do. Here are the details of our 
learning plan: 
  
• Department heads, deans and teachers will email students and parents over the 

next few days with details about how online instruction will occur. 
• Starting on Wednesday, March 18, the school will begin following a C and D block 

schedule on alternating days, with Wednesday as a C day, Thursday as a D day and 
Friday as a C day. Each student will receive 60 minutes of access in each of their 
five academic classes over each day of the two-day block period. 

• Students may contact Midge Kimble or their grade level deans via email if they 
have questions or need emotional support. 

• If your child is sick and cannot attend online classes, please email or call Midge 
Kimble as instructed on page 30 of the Student Handbook. 

• Any families with concerns about readily available broadband internet access 
should contact Midge Kimble. 

  
How Families Can Help 
 
As members of the greater Los Angeles community, all our families can do their part 
to encourage social distancing and continue to practice good hygiene, as we’ve 
outlined in previous emails. Governor Newsom, echoing new guidelines from the 
CDC, has recommended canceling large gatherings of greater than 250 people in 
communities with minimal to moderate disease spread. We ask that you continue to 
be mindful of recommendations that may emerge over the next couple of weeks 
about attending large-scale events. 
 
Additionally, framing this online learning experience for your children will help it be 
effective and alleviate stress. We ask that students have their learning devices 
charged, connected to the internet and ready to go for their first classes on 
Wednesday. 
 
Travel and Self-Quarantine 
 
We encourage all community members to continue to take precautions when 
traveling, as new advisories, including the latest advisory about travel to and from 



the EU, are being issued daily. Be aware that even after school reopens, anyone who 
has traveled internationally may be subject to local and federal agencies’ 
requirements for at-home isolation. We encourage you to regularly check 
the CDC and State Department websites (before traveling and before returning). We 
will continue to monitor the feasibility of summer global studies trips. 
 
In my nearly 30 years as Headmaster, a situation of this type has been 
unprecedented. I have made my decision in consideration of what is best for the 
overall health of our community. I am deeply hopeful that this move to online 
learning will ensure that we can enjoy the public activities that define our school 
when we return to campus. I remain extremely proud of our exceptional community 
of students, parents, faculty and staff, and I am gratified that when we return, we 
will be closer than ever before. 
 
Take care of yourselves, 
 
Peter Bachmann 
Headmaster 
 

Additional Resources 
 
• The CDC and WHO have dedicated pages to the virus and both have proven to be 

very useful.   
• The WHO also put out a mythbusters page about the virus that tackles common 

myths and misperceptions. 
 
  

  
   

 


