
March 9, 2020 
 

COVID-19/Coronavirus Community Update 

Dear Prep Community, 
  
In addition to working with our consortium of area independent schools, the 
president of the California Association of Independent Schools, La Cañada area 
schools and up-to-date official guidance from LA County, I have been in frequent 
conversation with our safety consultants regarding COVID-19, also known as 
coronavirus. We are operating under an abundance of caution and with deep 
cooperation so that we can respond nimbly to the needs of our community as 
circumstances change. 
  
Prep is a community first, and we will exercise our duty of care with our community 
in mind. We are responsible to act prudently and consistently as circumstances 
dictate to minimize disruption to teaching and learning and to protect students and 
staff. All decisions will be made to protect this balance. Circumstances that would 
lead us to cancel events or close the school are: 
  
• An event will put a vulnerable population at risk; 
• an active infection has been discovered within our school community; 
• a city, county, state or federal agency has requested that we do so. 
  
To be clear, there is no sign of infection in the Prep community as of today, but with 
these parameters in mind, we have decided to cancel our Grandparents and Special 
Friends Day, which had been scheduled for April 3. 
  
At this time, it is our expectation that single-day field trips, the Prom, Senior Horizons 
and Junior Internship Day will go on as planned. We will continue to monitor on a 
day-to-day basis and provide updates as needed. 
  
Personal Hygiene and Social Distancing 
 
By now, most of us understand that the virus spreads from person-to-person 
contact. Those who are most at risk are older adults and those with underlying 
health conditions, but anyone can catch and spread the disease. We continue to be 
vigilant in our efforts to disinfect surfaces that are frequently touched, particularly in 



high traffic spaces. Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes and spray are available 
throughout campus. All community members are urged to: 
  
• Frequently wash hands thoroughly with soap and water, rubbing and scrubbing for 

at least 20 seconds. You may consider singing “Happy Birthday” twice or picking up 
another tune. The point is to take care and to be mindful as you scrub your wrists, 
palms and back of hands, between your fingers and under your nails. 

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when sneezing or coughing. Then throw 
away the tissue and wash your hands. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Avoid contact with sick people, and avoid hugging, kissing and shaking hands with 

others, even if they don’t appear to be sick. 
• Do not come to work or school if you are feeling ill and stay home until you have 

been fever-free for 24 hours. 
• Please reference page 30 of the Flintridge Prep Student Handbook. 
  
Athletics 
 
Athletic Director Sean Beattie is taking advice from CIF and has implemented the 
following procedures at sporting events: 
• All athletes are asked to bring their own water bottle and are not to share with 

anyone. 
• No equipment is to be shared. 
• There will be no pre/post game hand shaking, but rather elbow to elbow contact 

or verbal salutations. 
• Hand sanitizers are available at each team bench and score table. 
  
Travel and Self-Quarantine 
 
All community members are urged to take special precautions when traveling to 
higher-risk locations, and to be aware that local and federal agencies may require at-
home isolation upon return from travel. All individuals traveling out of the country 
are urged to regularly check the CDC and State Department websites (before 
traveling and before returning) to see if they are traveling to a Level 2 or Level 3 
country. We have no current plans to cancel summer global studies trips, though we 
are monitoring all planned trips closely. 
  



Distance Learning 
 
While it is not our expectation that school will be closed for any period of time, we 
are heeding the LA County Department of Health’s recommendation that we prepare 
for that possibility. 
  
Staff and faculty will be advised to work from home as their jobs allow, and we have 
developed protocols for e-learning. Our remote services may evolve over time, but 
will have the following elements: 
  
• Teachers will host Google Hangout sessions for their classes at assigned times. 
• The school has already developed a schedule for classes in the event of school 

closure, following C and D blocks on alternating days. The goal will be to provide 
each student 60 minutes of access in each of their five classes over each two-day 
block period. 

• This week we are training teachers in best practices in e-learning and community 
building, and teachers are receiving additional professional development in the 
specifics of Google Hangouts. The school will perform tests to confirm the 
technical integrity of our e-learning program. 

• At the heart of this effort is the understanding that online learning is all about 
connecting with others and fostering relationships. 

 

We are particularly grateful for the strength and togetherness of Prep’s community, 
which was on display this weekend at our closing nights of Pippin. The community 
came together in a spirit of joy, and we will continue to do so while also being 
mindful of COVID-19. 
  
Take care of yourselves,  
Peter Bachmann 
Headmaster 
  

Additional Resources 
  
• The CDC and WHO have dedicated pages to the virus and both have proven to be 

very useful.   



• The WHO also put out a mythbusters page about the virus that tackles common 
myths and misperceptions. 

 

 


