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From the Headmaster

I’ve just enjoyed the final weeks of school, watching almost the entire Class 
of 2017 in various forms of public presentation, from independent studies 
to the Identity Conference to Stat/Psych to three different plays to the Pine 
Cone Ceremony. The climax came on graduation night, when three speakers 
and the class president all embodied engagement, gratitude and community. 
It’s been a celebration of people finding their voices.

Students increasingly infuse traditional expression with contemporary 
themes. Voices become interdisciplinary through our STEAM Initiative, with 
artists applying scientific principles and scientists using their skills to pro-
duce elegant studio work. In Josh Perlman’s history assignments, voices go 
digital as students create websites. Profiled alums discuss the voices they 
have refined through poetry, screenwriting, social media, various forms of 
play and experimentation. 

Aristotle once defined rhetoric as “the appropriate use of the available 
means of persuasion.” Aristotle’s emphasis on audience is an apt reminder 
that rich voices are empathetic and interactive. Our students embrace these 
traits as their “available means” grow more imaginative and varied.

— Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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TWO YEARS AGO, Prep kicked off its STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art, math) 
Initiative, encouraging interdepartmental 
collaboration and the melding of artistic and 
analytical studies. Combining these curricula 
has challenged faculty and students to think 
outside the boundaries of individual subjects, 
impacting their analytical skills as well as their 
self-expression. 
 In teaming up with science teachers, 
photography teacher Ricardo Rodriguez has 
witnessed a shift in his students’ work, to a 
more sophisticated creative process and final 
product. 

 “STEAM is changing how students 
approach disciplines, processes and tools,” 
he says. “For example, the microscope is 
something they associate with biology. 
But suddenly I’m asking them to create an 
interesting photo using a microscope. They’re 
a little unsettled at first.” Feeling unsettled, 
he says, is an important step in creative 
problem solving, something with which he 
hopes students become more comfortable.
 Other cross-disciplinary projects in the 
class include visual representations of data, in-
frared photography and 3D anaglyph photog-
raphy. In addition to repurposing microscopes, 

by Kelsey Denham

STEAM-Powered
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students have used photo scanners as cameras 
to create captivating images. Students also 
get to make their own light-sensitive photo 
paper with the help of science teacher Heather 
Clark.
 These projects empower students to push 
past binary thinking, Rodriguez says. “Time 
has to be built into STEAM assignments for 
them to play with the tool before they even 
start thinking about what they can do with it. 
Once they get more comfortable, I ask them, 

  “ An interdisciplinary approach allows students 
 to find strength and joy in areas they hadn’t 
 previously considered. A student who considers 
 himself an artist can discover he is also a 
 scientist. A mathematician can realize she is 
 also an engineer.”

‘So, what can you do with it now? What are 
you going to communicate?’ They’re a little 
less afraid of experimenting after that.”
 This style of learning generates growth in 
all classes. Science Department Chair Laura 
Kaufman notices students’ genuine excitement 

A 3D photo by Ben 
Brookbanks ’19 
captures a scene 
from two precise 
angles and melds 
it into a single 
image.

l

in the discovery process of STEAM work, 
as well as the value of personal expression 
in subjects that are traditionally considered 
analytical.
 “An interdisciplinary approach allows 
students to find strength and joy in areas they 
hadn’t previously considered,” she says. “A 
student who considers himself an artist can 
discover he is also a scientist. A mathematician 
can realize she is also an engineer.” Students 
learn to borrow tools and thought processes 
traditionally associated with one discipline for 
use in another.
 This possibility for discovery isn’t lost on 
the students.
 Mei-Li Okumura ’19 found that exploring 
connections between art and science enhanc-
es her expression. “It’s helped me see outside 
the box, and I’ve become more confident 
expressing myself. I feel less restricted.”
 “I have always thought of myself as more 
analytical, but STEAM has taught me how art 
can be approached in a more analytical way 
and how science can be approached in a more 
artistic way,” Ryan Huntley ’19 reflects. “It 
has caused me to think more about how I am 
expressing myself and how people might view 
that.”
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l Students enjoy 3D 
photography projects 
at the STEAM & Service 
Fair, complete with 3D 
glasses.

A 3D photo by 
Preston Ho ‘19

l
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An infrared portrait by Evy Molebash ’19

Microscope photography of a green marker by Thomas 
Kosakowski ’19  and a blond hair by Valentina Martinez ’19

A data visualization project by Caitlin Fong ’19 compares the 
number of concussions caused by various sports.

l

l
l

Using a scanner as a camera, Robbie Case ’19 captured a 
compelling view of fruit. 

l

An image on light-sensitive paper made by Oliver Brookbanks ‘19l
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 “When our students see that disciplin-
ary boundaries are flexible and sometimes 
artificial, they think more expansively,” 
notices Dean of Studies Sarah Cooper. 
“The open-ended, creative thinking that 
the arts encourage meshes nicely with the 
experimental, inquiry-based approach that 
science cultivates. Both disciplines value 
the joy of unexpected discovery.”
 Most importantly, seeing past tradi-
tional curricular limits encourages students 
to feel confidence in and take ownership 
of their education. Students of all subjects, 
strengths and inclinations learn to find 
and forge interdisciplinary connections for 
themselves.
 “The first place I saw opportunities 
to apply this connection between art and 
science was in photography class,” Huntley 
adds. “Then I realized the applications are 
limitless.”
 Bringing two subjects together “allows 
students to have more creative control over 
the learning process,” says STEAM Coordi-
nator and science teacher Nick Ponticello. 
“When they have more control, they learn 
more.”
 Rodriguez agrees. “We are getting 
them ready to solve unexpected challenges 
in creative ways. And through this process, 
they start to find their voice. That’s where 
the real growth is.” o 

  “The first place I saw 
 opportunities to apply 
 this connection between 

art and science was in 
 photography class. Then 
 I realized the applications 

are limitless.” 
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Students Retell History on the Web

ticular, students faced the challenges of creating 
meaningful, well-researched content and choos-
ing a format that enhanced their central message. 
The dynamic possibilities of designing for the 
web gave them more flexibility than a traditional 
paper or presentation, though the sheer number 
of choices was at times overwhelming. 
 As the week progressed, the concepts and 
content for the websites began to crystallize. 
Students shone in different ways—contributing 
artwork, finding out how to make the website work 
best, digging into research. They took on new 
leadership roles and had conversations about con-
tent and methodology. Perlman’s role was simply 
to observe. The students were in charge all week. 
 The resulting projects had similar histori-
cal content but radically different presentations. 
One used interactive, hand-drawn illustrations to 
“reveal” myths, while another used a film loop of 
a watch’s movement, inspired by a story on their 
website, to symbolize the persistence of myths to 

by Mel Malmberg 

JOSH PERLMAN’S US HISTORY CLASS tackles 
broad themes to help students more fully under-
stand the story of their country—and themselves. 
Students look closely at myth-making in history, 
examining why Americans develop myths and why 
they continue to believe them. They also dis-
cuss how history is made of layers of events and 
interpretations and that their job as historians is 
to uncover those layers and think about how they 
interact.
 Last November, Perlman posed a unique all-
class assignment to each of his sections: create 
a website about the myths of the Reconstruction 
Era. Each section had one week to write, research 
and design their work. Perlman presented the as-
signment, then sat back and watched it unfold. 
 “I wanted them to stop seeing the teacher 
as the expert in everything,” Perlman explained. 
“They are the digital experts, and I wanted to let 
them know they can take matters into their own 
hands, that they have real power.”
 Beginning with their first class period, stu-
dents began to work out how to tackle the as-
signment. One section decided on a top-down 
management style, while the other two used more 
of a flat structure. 
 As they split up tasks, each group considered 
how to express its unique point of view. In par-

Learning by DESIGN

One group incorporated animated, hand-drawn illustrations to explore myths 
of the Reconstruction Era.
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the present day. One project offered an interac-
tive portal where site visitors could add personal 
stories related to myths, discrimination and power.
 The assignment, as Perlman hoped, was 
empowering for students. The hands-on format al-
lowed students to contribute unique talents while 
acquiring new skills in technology. 
 Katie Lee ’18 told Perlman, “It felt really good 
to take the research that would be done for a 
research paper but apply the information to some-
thing creative. I was able to tell profound stories 
with just a few drawings. This was a breakthrough 
project.” 
 Perlman says his students learned both history 
and how to communicate meaning in a technical 
way—and he learned he can step back and relin-
quish control to his students.
 “It was a way to bring the class together and 
show that in the face of a big problem, collective 
action, and even organized chaos, can work. I was 
tapping into the potential of the students and 
watching emerging styles of leadership,” he says. 

“This was a great way to have them learn not only 
history but life skills, by doing and by creating 
something unique.”
 In recent classroom discussions, all three sec-
tions assessed the culture of their group as well 
as individuals they considered leaders. In describ-
ing leadership styles, students made connections 
both to historical leaders they had examined, like 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and James Madison, and 
to more personal experiences.
 The website project remains fresh in many 
students’ memories.
 “I was really proud we were able to come 
together and create something meaningful, that 
had a real message and that brought in all of our 
different strengths,” says Jonas Kristensson ’18.
 The assignment was so successful, in fact, 
that Perlman was inspired to create his own 
website. Learning from his students’ example, 
Perlman recruited help from several friends to 
make it happen. o

  “ We were able to come 
 together and create 

something meaningful, 
that had a real message 
and that brought in all of 
our different strengths.”
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CELEBRATING STUDENT VOICES AT THE 

Lit & Conference

English course that explores a variety 
of LA-focused texts and films, were 
accepted to the conference. Their 
submissions drew from their class 
midterm projects, which challenged 
them to conceptually “map” major 
themes from LA history, drawing 
inspiration from class materials and 
personal experiences.
 Cameron Wu ’17 completed a 
creative piece he describes as a “lost 
chapter” in The Day of the Locust by 
Nathanael West. “It is an abstract, 
self-referential work centered entirely 
on my perspective of LA,” he says.
 Haley Harris ’17 shared her liter-
ary exploration of LA titled A City in 
Conflict. LA, she says, “subsists on 
contradictions and opposing ideals: 
elite and marginalized society, facades 
and truth, fantasy and reality.”
 Alex Grace ’17 contrasted depic-
tions of death across various race and 
age groups in several LA-based texts.
 The work Prep students share at 
the conference is thoughtful, personal 
and impactful. “Writing gets so much 
more authentic when it is shared with 
a wider audience of readers or listen-
ers,” O’Brien says. “It changes the 
writing from word one when students 

know there’s a possibility of present-
ing their work to others.” Authenticity 
is a key feature of work produced for 
the conference, she notes, because 
students are encouraged to explore 
their interests, to widen their read-
ing of literature and to find their own 
voices as writers and scholars outside 
the classroom.
 Original and unique connections 
also come through. “Though based 
on the same assignment, the three 
Prep presenters had different voices 
and approaches. Some of them had 
overlapping curriculum points but 
expressed them in completely differ-
ent ways,” says O’Brien.
 Students especially appreciated 
experiencing a widened intellectual 
dialogue.
 “My favorite part of the event 
definitely was listening to the other 
presenters,” Wu recalls. “I was very 
pleasantly surprised by the depth of 
the various panels.” 
 Grace agrees: “I loved getting 
to hear people from other schools,” 
he says. “The topics they chose were 
fascinating, and their opinions were 
different from anything I would find in 
class at Prep.”
 Harris adds, “It was an interactive 
experience, sharing with and learning 
from a wide array of people.”
 Considering the class’ goal of 
analyzing interpretations of LA, the 
conference is a fitting end to the 
semester. “Lit & isn’t about their own 
voice anymore, or the voice of their 
class, or the voice of Prep,” O’Brien 
says. “It’s voices of people their age 
all over the city. Lit & is a rare celebra-
tion of that.” o

To read more about Archer’s Lit & Conference 
or view the event livestreams, visit Archer.org/litand.

 

by Kelsey Denham 

FEW HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS have 
the chance to present their work to an 
audience of peers outside their own 
school. It’s an opportunity that, for 
many, does not arise until graduate 
school. Every year, a few Flintridge 
Prep seniors are lucky to share this 
unique experience at the Literature 
&… (Lit &) Conference, a program 
hosted by the Archer School that in-
vites LA independent school students 
to submit and present interdisciplinary 
literary work.
 Founded at Archer 11 years ago 
by 12th Grade Dean and English 
teacher Tyke O’Brien, the spring 
conference at first involved four local 
schools but has since grown to feature 
participants from a dozen schools. 
 Modeled after a graduate-level 
conference, Lit & receives over 200 
submissions per year, about 30 of 
which are selected. The presentations 
are categorized into panels, with em-
phases on the sciences, film, art his-
tory, design, architecture, psychology, 
sociology, gender, race and more.
 This year, three writers from 
O’Brien’s City in Literature class, an 
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VATCHE HAGOPIAN  

CULTURAL CONDUIT
by Mel Malmberg

PETER BACHMANN OFTEN SAYS Prep is a boarding 
school disguised as a day school, where lifelong 
relationships are nurtured among a close-knit group 
of faculty and students. How is that culture passed 
down? How do new teachers learn that guiding 
students as human beings is just as important as 
guiding them as scholars? 
 Math teacher Vatche Hagopian, who has taught 
at Prep since 1986, felt that to become true members 
of the community, new faculty needed a formal 
mentoring program that combined the personal and 
the professional. Bachmann and the Board approved 
his idea ten years ago, and now Hagopian serves as 
first-year teachers’ “guardian angel,” according to 
Jen Bascom, who started at Prep in 2015.
 Hagopian shares with them “the who’s who, 
the what’s what, the when’s when.” In August, the 
group meets on campus for a tour and a talk fest in 
Hagopian’s classroom, where his photos from three-
plus decades at Prep decorate the walls. Hagopian 
describes Prep’s vision of a knit-together campus, 
where teachers bond with students and each other 
by being visible on campus, involved in students’ and 
colleagues’ lives.

 When school starts, he sends new faculty a 
biweekly email that includes a schedule of games, 
dances and performances, noting that while these 
dates are handy for scheduling tests, they are also 
opportunities to get involved. 
 Hagopian’s guiding hand is ever present. His 
advice applies as much in the classroom as in the 
faculty lounge: “Be patient; be a role model; keep 
your sense of humor; your heart and compassion are 
a better measure of your success than your brilliance.”
 “I tell new teachers, ‘There are common threads 
among us, but your own eccentricity, your values, 
your uniqueness, spunk—let it shine,’” Hagopian says. 
“Our students and faculty value different perspectives 
among the faculty and our relationships with each 
other.”
 New science teacher David Herman says Hagopian 
keeps him laughing and “provides guidance and 
familiarity. He tells us, ‘We’re here for you, and every-
thing is going to work out.’ I echo this same advice 
to my students. We really are all in it together, just 
like he says.”  
 “If I’ve done my job right,” Hagopian says, “by 
year two, teachers have created their own support 
systems. I want them to make a home here, to see 
what it’s like to go to former students’ weddings, 
to teach former students’ kids. They will become a 
part of Prep and let Prep be a part of them.” o

 “ Your heart and 
 compassion are a 
 better measure 
 of success than 
 your brilliance.” 
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One of the highlights of a Prep education is how 
it challenges students to express themselves confidently 
and creatively. We chatted with four alumni whose 
voices led them down unique career paths.

A NEW JOURNALIST

“Having a voice is so important,” 
declares KARI VAN HORN ’08. 
And she should know. 
       The ABC affiliate in Phoenix 
hired Van Horn specifically to be 
a multiplatform personality, a new 
kind of journalist as comfortable 
on air as she is on the internet. 
       “Journalism takes a hard turn 
every five years,” says the USC 
grad. “Now, they’re looking for 
people they can sell on every 

platform—TV, magazine, digital outlets, Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram.” 
 Van Horn’s ambition is to be a sports reporter, specifi-
cally a baseball commentator. She grew up in the business 
(her father was a scout for the Red Sox and the Brewers, 
and her brother was just drafted by the Giants) and played 
softball at Prep and USC. 
 With over 15,000 followers on Twitter, she’s already mak-
ing a name for herself in the field with a voice all her own—
informed yet casual, sometimes irreverent, always succinct 
and clear.
 “As a woman in sports, I know I have to be more ac-
curate, more well-read,” she says. “I count my lucky stars 
that my parents did what they did to put me through Prep, 
where you run the marathon before college, learning to 
seek out resources, to be an honorable representative of 
the facts, to cite sources responsibly and appreciate others 
for their hard work.”
 Van Horn ended up on Good Morning America last 
October after live-tweeting Tim Tebow reacting to a fan’s 
medical emergency at a Scottsdale Scorpions game. The 
fan, Brandon Barry, said that her broadcasts helped the 
EMTs diagnose and treat him more quickly. Van Horn was 
humbled by the impact she could have with her work and 
by the responses from Barry and the public.
 “I have a platform. People all over the world can instan-
taneously hear what I am saying. It’s worth it to be a role 
model, and there’s a grave responsibility with that.”
 Keep up with Kari’s reporting adventures, from sports 
to food, on Instagram and Twitter @KariVanHorn.

ARS POETICA

As far back as he can recall, 
JEROME MARTIN ’97 has been 
drawn to poetry. “I was comforted 
that it was not just an art that 
would spring out of me, but some-
thing to train myself in,” he says. 
At Prep, he recalls producing draft 
after draft, encouraged by early 
mentors and “wonderful” Prep 
teachers Ellen Leidenthal, Irwin 
Russo and Patricia Golson.
       Martin ditched his Harvard 

poli-sci classes for poetry readings, graduated with a de-
gree in English and earned an MFA from the University of 
Iowa and a PhD from Cambridge. All the while, he kept re-
vising. “Ninety-nine percent of what first lands on the page 
is terrible,” he explains, “but you learn not to kid yourself. 
You learn to trust your ear. When you come across a line 
that sounds right, you cut the rest and build from that.”
 Martin’s first book of poetry, The Gardening Fires, was 
published in 2015, and he is working on a second. Poems 
endure, he says, because “a poem is a tool for interacting 
with the world. A thousand-year-old line of poetry can ping 
against the present moment, make it ring out in a new way 
and bring a moment of understanding, or questioning, or 
contradiction.”
 Today, Martin lives in London with his wife, Sarah, and 
their toddler, Arthur. He is an editor at Usborne Books, spe-
cializing in children’s books. In a given day, he will research, 
write, edit and help design books on topics as diverse as 
sunflowers and space stations. 
 “I always try to write a book that I would want to 
read—whether that’s poetry or children’s nonfiction. Both 
are hard to do, and both should be taken seriously. That’s 
what Prep did for me. My teachers took me seriously.”

Alumni Voices
by Mel Malmberg
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THE ART OF FLEXIBLE THINKING

Inspired by motherhood, her roots 
as an artist and her understand-
ing of arts pedagogy, RACHELLE 
DOORLEY ’92 founded Tinker-
Lab in 2010. It is her platform and 
muse, a website and blog offering 
easy, rewarding projects to en-
courage kids’ creative thought and 
experimentation—and it works. 
Her newsletter has 45,000 sub-
scribers, and her Facebook page 
has 300,000 followers. Doorley  

also wrote the best-selling TinkerLab: A Hands-on Guide 
for Little Inventors (Roost Books, 2014), putting on paper 
the ethos of the site.
 Doorley studied theater and costume design at UCLA, 
earned an MA in arts education from Harvard, worked 
in museums and lectured on visual thinking strategies 
at Stanford. She is currently artist-in-residence at The 
Cubberley in Palo Alto, creating mixed media pieces and 
offering TinkerLab events for kids and adults. 
 “When children are given opportunities to think in-
dependently, create a hypothesis and test it, they are in a 
better position to step into the future,” she says. “We want 
to raise flexible thinkers who become conduits for change. 
When trained to think that way, you can apply that skill set 
to anything in life.” 
 Doorley teaches an online class on process over prod-
uct and has students all over the globe. A firm believer in 
the benefits of play, she even lectured to app designers as 
well as young parents at a play symposium. 
 It’s about “stepping stones,” she says, promoting the 
Silicon Valley approach to “failing forward” rather than 
perfectionism. “There are always iterations that lead to a 
better end product.” She advocates bringing that mindset 
into everything, observing that experimentation leads to 
higher resilience and confidence.
 Doorley encourages children’s independence,
 suggesting, “Give them materials to provoke their imagi-
nation, then let them develop their own meaning. The flow 
of creativity is more important than that Instagrammable 
end product. That is really the point: something magical 
is happening there.”

VISUAL STORYTELLER

CARDON WALKER ’77 has been 
a screenwriter, producer, director, 
cameraman, editor, marketer and 
innovator. “Not specializing served 
me better than I ever could have 
predicted,” he says. 
       His curiosity was ignited at 
Flintridge by John Plumb ’64, his 
history teacher (“We didn’t memo-
rize dates but learned stories,” he 
says). English and French teacher 
Phil Nix encouraged Walker to 

write and suggested books that continue to resonate four 
decades later. Playing volleyball and basketball taught 
Walker how to lead and cooperate. “We were all in it 
together,” he says, talking about a philosophy that carried 
him from the Prep gym to a successful career in film and 
video.
 Walker’s movie training came at UCLA, where he 
learned everything from lighting to acting. He put it all to 
good use in his production company, which he began in 
his basement. The company specialty became video press 
kits and “extras” filmed on set and behind the scenes. 
Low-impact, versatile and economical, Walker’s pieces took 
advantage of then-new technology, portable beta-cams. 
The results had an impact on the burgeoning DVD busi-
ness, ushering in a new way to market movies and TV. Later, 
Walker turned to screenwriting.
 Then came the launch of the Disney Channel, hungry 
for shows that Walker was a proven whiz at delivering. 
Hired as VP of Creative Content, he built a new in-house 
department with a team as well-rounded and collaborative 
as he was. For years they wrote, directed, filmed and edited 
shows, specials and the first webisodes.
 Though he recently single-handedly filmed a behind-
the-scenes interview in Alaska with Jane Goodall for the 
Disneynature film Bears, Walker is now mostly retired. He 
spends a day a week cooking for 250 guests at MEND 
(Meeting Each Need with Dignity), a homeless center in 
the San Fernando Valley.
 Walker is doing what has always come naturally: 
responding with creativity and purpose, teaming up 
with others to satisfy a need, telling a story at every 
opportunity. o
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COMMENCEMENT 
WEEKEND

 THE CLASS OF 2017 was such a 
 pleasure to teach. I will forever be 
grateful that I finished my last two years 
of teaching with them. They were brilliant, 
thoughtful, enthusiastic, supportive (of me 
and each other) and always positive. I cannot 
remember a single complaint from any of 
these students, and I can remember count-
less times they expressed gratitude and joy 
during class. This was also a very sweet class. 
Both years, they gave me a surprise birthday 
party. The bottom line is these students were 
too good!”

CHRISTINE MADSEN
History Department Chair
Class of 2017 Award Recipient

2017

Prep celebrates the 
Class of 2017! 
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 MY TIME WITH THE CLASS OF 2017 coincided with a different 
 and sometimes difficult world outside these walls, and I 
was always struck by the extraordinary ways they managed it with 
awareness, positivity, dignity and grace. They were a real beacon, 
a real bright light. Often times, they taught me.” 

TYKE O’BRIEN
12th Grade Dean

 

 ONLY YOU 
 KNOW what 
magic lies within you. 
Learn what that magic 
is, and be brave 
enough to use it.” 

JOHN C. REILLY
Baccalaureate Speaker
Parent of Leo ’17
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Awards at Commencement

SPECIAL AWARDS
American Legion Awards: Lindsay Campbell 
 and Cameron Wu 
Benton Memorial Award: Laura Ratliff 
Cancer Federation Award: 
 Christian Yeghnazar 
Class of 2010 Tom Fry Memorial Award: 
 Hanna Barakat 
DAR Good Citizenship Award: 
 Christian Yeghnazar 
Founder’s Trophy: Elida Kocharian 
Parents Association Scholarships: 
 Amari Dennis 
 and Bruce Dennis 
Senior Athletes of the Year: Natalie O’Brien  
 and Kendall Kikkawa 
Student Leadership Award: Haley Harris 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS

English
Ian McGrew-Yule 
NCTE Award Nominee: Aubrey Rawles 

History
Jillian Brady 

Math
Michael Maloney 
Computer Science: Lena Pawlek 

Performing Arts
Daniel Fleischner 
Dance: Tian Griffin 
Drama: Katherine Montes 
Vocal Music: Aubrey Rawles 
Instrumental Music: Lukas Hutzler 

Science
Danny Chiarodit 

Visual Arts
Ellie Levy 
RISD Award: Abby Webster 

World Languages
French Award: Fiona Ng 
Spanish Award: Emilie Hu 
Latin—John W. Neupauer Award: 
 Diego Tobar 

FACULTY AWARDS
Class of 2017 Award: 
 Christine Madsen, History
Parents Association Chair: 
 Molly Mattei, Dance 

To read more about Commencement weekend and 
view a photo slideshow, visit flintridgeprep.org/news.

 OUR PROUD REBEL SPIRIT pushes us to 
 be bold and brave, to work harder, 
to laugh louder, to love deeper.”

ELIDA KOCHARIAN ’17
Founder’s Trophy Recipient

 OUR CLASS HAS A COHESIVE WAY of 
 approaching our learning and our lives 
that promotes community and supports intel-
lectual passion and diversity in the choice of 
intellectual pursuit.” 

LAURA RATLIFF ’17
Benton Memorial Award Recipient

 

 EACH SEASON IN 
 SPORTS, each quarter 
in the arts, each day in class-
rooms and labs, the Class of 
2017 realized our dream for 
them of full engagement, 
perhaps most significantly in 
these final weeks, when 83% 
of them spoke or performed 
in independent studies, the 
Identity Conference, or Stat/
Psych. How they engage 
in the springtime after 
transcripts are done and 
colleges are chosen tells the 
true story of a class and its 
members.” 

PETER BACHMANN
Headmaster

 CLASS OF 2017, 
 I stand in awe 
of everything we’ve accom-
plished and experienced 
in our years here. But strip 
away the hustle and bustle, 
and what you have left is the 
joy of having known 
one another.” 

HALEY HARRIS ’17
Class Speaker

‘‘

‘‘

‘‘

‘‘
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Spring Awards Assembly

SPECIAL AWARDS
Amherst Book Prize: Brent Ellis ’19
Harvard Prize Book Award: Wylie Kasai ’18
Fathers Club Pursuit of Excellence Awards 
 9th Grade: Germaine Harvey ’20
 10th Grade: Torres Shi ’19
 11th Grade: Sophia Corbisiero ’18
JP Blecksmith ’99 Memorial Award: 
 Evan Pattinelli ’18

DEPARTMENT AWARDS

English
Sophomore Award: Chloe Chanren ’19
Brown Book Award: Roland Martin ’18
NCTE Award Nominee: Catalina Ruiz ’18

History
Sophomore Award: Peter Mugemancuro ’19
Dartmouth Book Award: Jonathan Le ’18

Math
Sophomore Award: Emma Wang ’19 
Junior Award: Conrad Oakes ’18
Yee Siu King Tom Award: Catherine Zheng ’19

Performing Arts
Sophomore Award: Kyla Kikkawa ’19
Junior Award: Katie Lee ’18

Science
Sophomore Award: Sinclaire Ledahl ’19
Bausch & Lomb Award: Sunay Poole ’18
STEAM and Service Fair Award Winners        
 1st place: Maya Khurana ’20
 2nd place: Saya Sarma ’20
 3rd place: Sunay Poole ’18

Visual Arts                
Sophomore Award: Caroline Wreszin ’19 
Junior Award: Harry Burke ’18

World Languages
French: Cole Slater ’18
Latin: Suha Chang ’18
Spanish: Alexia Ouzounian ’18

FACULTY AWARDS
Class of 1987 Award: Michael Lyman, Security
Detoy Award: Joe Maggio, Science
Scott Studenmund ’08 Memorial Award: 
 Jill Henry and Michael Roffina, Cross 

Country

Awards at 
8th Grade Promotion 

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR
Kate Huntley ’21 
Bennett Oakes ’21

OUTSTANDING 
CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
Madeline Montes ’21
Veronica Habashy ’22

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 
AWARDS
Ryan Alameddine ’21
Leila Wu ’22

For a full list of award recipients, 
visit flintridgeprep.org/news.

Congratulations, Class of 2021!

Families, faculty and staff gathered 
to recognize the promotion of 
Prep’s 8th graders into high school, 
as well as the achievements of 7th 
and 8th graders this school year. 
During the ceremony, class speaker 
and 8th Grade President Genevieve 
Harvey ’21 asked her classmates to 
look around the room and acknowl-
edge all they have accomplished. 
Board of Trustees Vice Chair David 
Codiga (father of Hope ’17, Sasha 
’17 and Jackson ’15) also spoke, 
encouraging the class to embrace 
the changes ahead, as well as the 
new additions to their freshman 
class, with enthusiasm. Families cel-
ebrated afterward with a dinner and 
dance at the La Cañada Flintridge 
Country Club. 

Take Note
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Flintridge Visits Funkytown:
Let’s Groove Tonight Benefit Breaks Records

Philanthropy in service of the student experience is a hallmark of the Prep 
family, and the 2017 benefit, Flintridge Fever—Let’s Groove Tonight, upped 
the ante as the grooviest disco fest of the year. Hosted at the stunning 
Vibiana, nearly 400 guests brought the space alive (in ’70s garb, no less). 
When the glitter settled, benefit co-chairs Monique Stevens and Christine 
Lee discovered the event raised $388,000 for the school’s atrium project, 
outpacing previous benefit fundraising efforts by a wide margin. Thanks to 
everyone involved, the space outside Norris Auditorium will be transformed 
into a light- and art-filled gathering place for the whole community to enjoy. 
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Prepfest Showcases Student Creativity

Students gathered to express their creativity through music, film 
and art at the entirely student-planned and student-run Prepfest on 
April 1. Families, faculty and staff attended the fun afternoon com-
plete with live performances, an art gallery, popcorn, cotton candy, 
face painting, crafts and dinner.

Prep Community 
Supports Faculty at 
Annual Golf Tournament

The community came together in 
fun, friendship and fundraising for 
Prep’s annual Golf Tournament, 
sponsored by the Fathers Club. Be-
ginning with a day on the gorgeous 
La Cañada Country Club course, 
guests enjoyed lunch, wine tast-
ing, a silent auction, cocktail hour, 
a ComedySportz performance and 
dinner. Proceeds benefit the John 
Plumb ’64 Endowment Fund for 
Faculty Enrichment.

Speaker Series Celebrates 
Prominent Community Voice

On March 7, Flintridge Prep welcomed Dr. Peter Gray, 
research professor of psychology at Boston College, for 
its second-annual Speaker Series event, sponsored by 
the Parents Association. Dr. Gray met with students on 
campus during the day and spoke to about 200 parents 
that evening at La Cañada Presbyterian Church about 
the ways young people can build resilience through fail-
ure, play and down time. 
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In Its Second Year, Speech and Debate Soars

placed in the top 20 and Clio Klapsis ’19 
earned top 90. Out of 375 teams in Pub-
lic Form Debate, Campbell and Klapsis 
earned top 60, while Tiana Lopez ’18 and 
Rithik Jain ’19 placed top 90.
 “Our very new and little team is truly 
just stepping into the waters of the most 
prestigious competition in the nation,” 
says Coach Dalton. “The team received 
an experience that no other activity can 
give them.”

After only two seasons of competitive 
experience, Prep Speech and Debate 
is already a force to be reckoned with. 
The young but mighty team, led by 
Coach Nicole Dalton, found success 
after success at major tournaments this 
year, earning several individual qualifi-
cations for the highly competitive Cali-
fornia High School Speech Association 
(CHSSA) State and National Speech and 
Debate Association tournaments.
 “There are small teams that have 
been around for 10-plus years who have 
had one qualifier in that long,” says Dal-
ton. “We are lucky to say that in only a 
year and a half of competing, we have 
qualified six individuals to Nationals and 
nine to State.”
 To qualify for State, Dalton says, stu-
dents must rank in the top four to five in 
the district, and they must be top three 
to attend Nationals. The team earned 
first overall sweepstakes in the Nationals 
debate qualifiers, State speech and State 
debate qualifiers, as well as third overall 
in the Nationals speech and Nation-
als congress qualifiers. Nationals took 
place in Birmingham, AL, at the end of 
June. Out of 615 competitors in the Im-
promptu category, Lindsay Campbell ’17 

Nationals Qualifiers

PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE 
Lindsay Campbell ’17

Clio Klapsis ’19
Tiana Lopez ’18
Rithik Jain ’19

CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE
Arthur Harris ’17

WORLD DEBATE 
Isabella Williams ’17

State Qualifiers

PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE 
Lindsay Campbell ’17

Clio Klapsis ’19
Chloe Chanren ’19

Simon Siskel ’20

ORIGINAL ORATORY

Mahek Ahmad  ’18

INTERNATIONAL 
EXTEMPORANEOUS 

Tiana Lopez ’18

INTERNATIONAL 
EXTEMPORANEOUS 

Rithik Jain ’19

IMPROMPTU

Arthur Harris ’17

CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE 
Isabella Williams ’17
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Something’s in the Air at Shanghai Disneyland: Prep Singers

Since his arrival at Prep in 1999, music 
teacher Steve Hill has searched for ways 
for his students to share their voices. When 
he was approached by former bandmate 
and high school classmate Chuck Jonkey 
about a special project with Disney, he 
jumped at the opportunity.
 Jonkey was composing a five-hour 
music soundscape for Adventure Isle 
at Shanghai Disneyland, a day-to-night 
cycle portraying the sounds of a remote 
village and the communal joy of singing. 
To make the music playful and spontane-
ous, Jonkey and the Imagineers sought 
young singers. Hill recruited nine Prep 
singers (some now alumni) and three el-
ementary school students to create 12 
hours of songs, chants, drum circles and 
improvisations. 
 “It was a ton of fun,” says Jonkey. 
“We had lots of challenging global 
rhythms, and they nailed them.” 
 The students were eager partners in 
the project. 
 “The lyrics, rhythm and melody were 
challenging to learn,” says Sydney Yates 
’19. “It was scary because it was a real 
project, with real producers and a real 
studio…but when I saw Prep faces, it felt 
like I was just singing with my friends.” 
 When Adventure Isle was complet-
ed, Disney invited the students and their 
parents to hear the whole soundtrack. 
The choir reunited on campus, where 
Jonkey played the final mix to an appre-
ciative audience.
 “It was an invaluable experience for 
me,” says Kyla Kikkawa ’19. “I really en-
joyed working in a studio. We recorded in 
bits and pieces, so it was amazing when 
we got to hear the finished product.”
 Since the park’s opening in June 
2016, thousands of guests have heard 
the voices and rhythms of Prep singers. 
 Hill says, “The students were so flex-
ible, able to learn a passage quickly and 
sing it with passion. It takes smart, talent-
ed kids to do that. They were intent and 
focused and at the same time very free.”
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Summer always means a bittersweet 
goodbye to faculty moving on, retiring 
and taking their talents off campus and 
far and wide. Most of the leave-taking is 
after the last final is graded and the last 
grade entered, but Rachael Madore ’05, 
registrar and 7th grade dean, left mid-
year to pursue opportunities in the Sili-
con Valley, where her husband took a job.
 During her own time as a student 
at Prep, Madore likely had either Rob 
McLinn or Joe Maggio as a biology 
teacher, both of whom retired in June.
 McLinn, Prep’s longest-serving fac-
ulty member, started in 1974, teaching 
lower grade science and driver’s ed and 
driving Prep’s bus. He soon established 
a groove, working with student groups, 
including yell leaders, Student Senate, 
ski club (he estimates he’s taken 150 ski 
trips with Prep students), Prom Commit-
tee and JPD. “I really loved student ac-
tivities,” he says. “I liked the fundraising, 
the event planning and helping students 
develop leadership skills.” 
 McLinn is also the longest-serving 
department chair in school history, having 
headed the Science Department from 
1985 to 2013. He began teaching Honors 
Biology in 1987 and was Director of Stu-
dent Activities from 1994 to 2007, winning 
the Detoy Award for Teaching Excellence 
in 1999.  
 A world-champion traveler, avid 
scuba diver and freestyle skier who still 
takes the occasional four-foot jump, Mc-
Linn claims to have no solid plans for re-
tirement, but you might catch him and 
his wife next year at his favorite ski slope 
(Solitude, in Utah) or other well-loved 
points on the globe like Zermatt, Banff, 
St. John or Paris. “Antarctica’s not on the 
list”—or so he claims. 
 Biology teacher Maggio came to 
Prep from the East Coast and started in 
1985. He coached middle school sports 
before finding his niche, serving as var-
sity softball coach for 24 years. He was 
the 10th grade dean for six years, taught 
middle school science and 9th grade sci-
ence as well as high school Biology. He 
won the Class of 1987 Award in 2004, the 
Senior Class Award in 2013 and the 2017 
Detoy Award.

FACULTY TRANSITIONS

 This summer, Maggio hauled his 
household cross-country to the Poconos, 
in northeastern Pennsylvania, where he’s 
established a new home easily accessible 
to hiking and birding and indulging his 
passion for model railroads and cars with 
his identical twin brother. “We’re going 
back to our childhood obsessions,” says 
Maggio with his signature laugh, which 
Peter Bachmann says belongs on any 
soundtrack of Prep. “We’ll miss that and 
Joe’s unfailing good nature and devotion 
to students next fall,” Bachmann says.
 After five years at Prep, science 
teacher, girls water polo coach and SCAC 
(Student Community Action Council) ad-
viser Heather Clark is leaving to get her 
doctorate in the UCLA School of Educa-
tion. Known for her classroom’s focus on 
environmental responsibility and sustain-
ability, her studies will focus on strategies 
for teaching climate change.
 Two Prep teachers and title-winning 
coaches are moving on to the world of 

admissions. After 11 years of teaching 
English and World History, serving on the 
admissions committee and as 10th grade 
dean (since 2011), plus leading the boys 
water polo team to three Prep League 
championships, Dan Hare is moving to 
Saint Mark’s School, where his two sons 
are students, to become the school’s di-
rector of enrollment management. 
 AJ Yates, math teacher and admis-
sions community liaison, is moving to 
Ojai to take a position as associate direc-
tor of admission at the Thacher School. 
He also served as boys varsity soccer 
coach during his five-year tenure, and un-
der his leadership, the boys soccer team 
won the Prep League championship in 
2017 for the first time since 2005.
 John Romano, who joined the facul-
ty in 2005 with the mission of transforming 
Prep’s Mathematics Department, moved 
to Houston. At Prep, he created new 
math courses, taught advanced math-
ematics and AP physics and coached 
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Prep’s award-winning math teams. Be-
fore coming to Prep, he taught at Trinity 
School, Harvard-Westlake, St. Mary’s Hall 
and The Peddie School. He earned an 
MS from St. John’s and held the Andani 
Teaching Chair at Prep.
 New creative pursuits are in store 
for both Rob Hamlyn and Jon Murray. 
English teacher and soccer coach Ham-
lyn, whose directorial and musical talents 
were often on display on the stages of 
Prep (The Seagull, Macbeth, Waiting for 
Godot), has returned to his native Scot-
land to write fiction and music. At Prep 
since 1998, he also served as advisor to 
Folio and the Collective. Hamlyn often 
sang and played piano at Prep coffee 
houses and talent shows; he’s going to 
be composing film music and working on 
a novel come next fall. 
 Jon Murray (parent of David Mur-
ray ’12) has taught music at Prep for 17 
years. A composer and bass player, he 
arranged music to fit the instrumental tal-

ents of the various Prep ensembles, from 
chamber orchestras to jazz bands, which 
he led each year. Murray and his wife 
have moved to his hometown of Phoe-
nix, where he hopes to teach and will play 
with jazz and salsa ensembles. He’ll con-
tinue to compose and arrange and looks 
forward to touring with Bobby Caldwell, a 
gig he’s enjoyed since 1998.
 Creativity will also play a big part 
in the retirement plans of history teacher 
and Department Chair Christine Madsen. 
After teaching AP Government and US 
History for 14 years, she’s looking for-
ward to studying watercolor painting 
and building a new house in Pasadena 
with her husband, Steve Perry. She’ll 
also visit with her kids, Jackson, who is 
researching his PhD in France, and Laura 
’05, who is at the University of Wisconsin 
finishing her PhD in literature. 
 Madsen, who held the Andani Teach-
ing Chair and received the Class of 2017 
Award at Commencement, reflected on 

her years at Prep, “One of the things I 
like best about teaching is, whatever is 
driving me crazy at the moment, when 
I enter the classroom and we talk for 43 
minutes about, say, FDR, I walk out feel-
ing great,” she says. “It’s like going to the 
gym, a mental workout—with all the con-
nections made and the challenge of ex-
plaining concepts and fitting everything 
in—it’s refreshing, and I’ll miss that.” 
 Maggio echoed her sentiments and 
spoke for many of his colleagues who 
have left campus, though not Prep: “I’m 
thankful to the community for all these 
great years,” he says. “I have loved my 
students, Prep and the people who work 
here.”

TOP: Dan Hare, Heather Clark, Rob McLinn, 
Joe Maggio, Rachael Madore ’05
BOTTOM: AJ Yates, John Romano, Rob 
Hamlyn, Jon Murray, Christine Madsen 
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Spotlight

Spring Musical Is 

Monstrously Delightful

The spring musical had all the classic 
themes of a timeless story: Love. Long-
ing. Heartbreak. A talking alien plant with 
an unquenchable thirst for human blood. 
 Little Shop of Horrors—written by 
Howard Ashman and based on the film 
by Roger Corman—tells the story of an 
underdog florist, his coworker crush, their 
hapless boss and the enormous carnivo-
rous houseplant that turns their 1960s 
New York neighborhood upside down. 
Doo-wop, Motown and rock and roll 
come together in Alan Menken’s memo-
rable soundtrack, featuring fan favorite 
songs “Suddenly, Seymour,” “Dentist!” 
and “Skid Row (Downtown).” The show 
ran for four electrifying performances, 
showcasing two separate casts made up 
of both middle school and high school 
students.
 “Little Shop is a wild and rockin’ 
show full of large characters that harken 
back to science fiction and B-movie pulp 
classics,” says director and Performing 
Arts Department Chair Rob Lewis. “With 
high-energy numbers and a sinister story-
line, we knew that everyone would have a 
fun and memorable time.” 
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Strings, Sings and Swings at the Spring Concert and Jazz Coffee House

Prep’s auditorium filled with sweet sounds and fragrant 
blossoms for the 25th Annual Spring Music Concert. 
Audience members, who were handed flowers along 
with their programs, experienced an evening of instru-
mental and vocal music in keeping with the season. 
Beginning with chamber music from the 1720s, the or-
chestral program progressed through the centuries. A 
modern composition for cello and bass entitled “Abra-
ham and Isaac” by music teacher Jon Murray closed 
the first half of the show. The vocal portion, featuring 
the 24-voice Flintridge Singers, presented “Songs of 
the Spirit” and featured contemporary and traditional 
compositions. To cap off the season’s musical offer-
ings, the 5th Annual Jazz Coffee House took place 
two weeks later. Featuring Prep’s Jazz Ensemble, Jazz-
Rock Ensemble and 8th Grade Jazz-Rock Ensemble, 
the show treated audiences to performances spanning 
genres and decades. From Hendrix to Hancock, it was 
a foot-tappingly good time for all.

Prep Dancers Spend 
A Night at the Museum 

What happens when you get trapped in 
the museum after closing time? Prep’s 
dancers explored the possibilities at the 
annual Spring Dance Concert, A Night at 
the Museum. 
 Students from the school’s Dance 
Company, Hip Hop Club, Spirit Line, 
Dance II, Dance I, 8th Grade Dance and 
Middle School Dance Company told the 
story of late-night museum antics, com-
plete with a lost and curious museum-
goer, a security guard, a cheeky gang of 
art counterfeiters, sculptures that come 
to life and an interpretation of the famous 
Rain Room exhibit. 
 Artistic and elaborate sets brought 
the museum setting to life, as did the 
playful, lively and moving choreography, 
most of which was student-created.
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Flintridge Prep Makes a Big Impact with 5K

Flintridge Prep’s Athletic Council on 
Leadership, founded in 2008, hosted its 
first ever 5K run/walk in Griffith Park on 
March 11. About 270 people attended, 
and about 100 additional people, not 
including sponsors, donated money. 
Altogether, the 5K raised about $13,000 
for a very special organization, A World 
of One’s Own (AWOOO).
 A World of One’s Own was found-
ed in 2011 by then-Prep student Naomi 
Hatanaka ’11 as an independent study 
project after she participated in a life-
changing trip to Nicaragua through the school. Since then, the organization has been 
a lightning rod for Prep students, providing inspiration for several community impact 
projects. Two students in particular, Hanna Barakat ’17 and Willow Scott ’17, took on 
the daunting task of organizing the 5K, which impacted both the school and outside 
community.
 The school’s Nicaragua initiative began in 2010, spearheaded by beloved Spanish 
teacher and Nicaragua native, Manny Nuñez. Working with the children of La Mascota 
has been part of the trip since the very beginning.

View a video of the event at flintridgeprep.org/news.

Kendall Kikkawa ’17 
Honored with Foot Locker Scholarship 

Senior three-season athlete 
Kendall Kikkawa was sur-
prised in front of his class-
mates and teachers with a 
$20,000 scholarship check 
from Foot Locker. Director 
of Athletic Initiatives Alex 
Rivera, several classmates 
and Foot Locker representa-
tives presented the check in 
an April morning meeting. 
Awarded as part of the Foot 
Locker Scholar Athletes pro-
gram, the scholarship is giv-
en to 20 students each year 

who demonstrate academic excellence and leadership in sports and in their communi-
ties. Kendall was chosen from a pool of 37,000 applicants and is the only LA area stu-
dent to receive a scholarship this year. “A leader makes everyone around him better, 
leads through desire and passion—not just by words. That’s who Kendall is—a leader 
from the heart,” Rivera says. Further coverage can be found on the KABC website.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

The girls basketball team made another 
run at CIF this year, dominating the Prep 
League with a record of 12-0 (24-3 overall). 
Coach Kevin Kiyomura says the touchstone 
game was at the Cantwell Sacred Heart 
Tournament, when the girls overcame a 
double-digit deficit to win third place with 
a 3-1 record. “This crucial win helped raise 
our team confidence, and we referenced 
it throughout our long season,” he says. 
In the first matchup against Poly, which 
the Rebels won 60-32, Renae Tamura ’17 
reached a 1,000-career-point milestone; at 
the next game, versus the Tigers (48-15), 
Taylor Yoshida ’17 hit her own 1,000-point 
mark. During the CIF playoffs, the Rebels 
were up 31-22 at halftime in their Round III 
contest with La Salle but were halted with 
a final score of 61-68. Yoshida was named 
Prep League MVP; Kaitlyn Chen ’20, Tamura 
and Yoshida were named to the All-League 
first team, and Andie Kim ’20 was named to 
the second team. Tamura was chosen for 
the All-CIF first team and All-Area second 
team, while Yoshida was named All-CIF 
second team and All-Area first. Without 
the dynamic duo of their kingpin seniors, 
Kiyomura and co-head coach Jayme Chan 
say, “We are looking forward to new leaders 
emerging and unveiling our new identity as 
a team next year!”

Co-MVPs:  Renae Tamura ’17 
 and Taylor Yoshida ’17 
Most Improved:  Alex Kyriakakis ’20

26
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BOYS BASKETBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

Boys basketball is a fixture in Prep League 
playoffs, and this year was no different. The 
Rebels came into the playoffs with a 6-2 
League record and four consecutive wins—
a big win over Chadwick followed by a cli-
mactic, come-from-behind victory against 
Poly (51-45). Kendall Kikkawa ’17 hit two 
free throws to send that game to overtime, 
then scored all eight of the team’s points 
to secure the win, finishing the night with 
17 points, seven rebounds and six assists. 
A solid CIF round I showdown with Quartz 
Hill (68-47) gave the team motivation to 
fight hard. In the second round of CIF, the 
unranked Rebels faced number-two-seed 
Blair. The Rebels trailed by one point enter-
ing the fourth quarter before falling 62-53 
and ending their title bid. Jake Althouse 
’17 was named All-CIF first team, and Alt-
house and Kikkawa were named to the All-
Area first and second team, respectively; 
Jonathan Le ’18 and Cameron Wu ’17 were 
named to the All-League second team.

Co-MVPs:  Jake Althouse ’17 
 and Kendall Kikkawa ’17 
Coach’s Award:  Julian Diaz ’17 

GIRLS SOCCER
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
STATE SEMIFINALISTS

Their outstanding 8-1-1 League record 
propelled girls soccer all the way to State 
semifinals, their first showing in Prep his-
tory. During League play, the girls scored 
a whopping 50 goals in eight games, only 
allowing in five, and ended the season with 
eight shutouts in a row. They made it to the 
CIF semifinals with nine goals scored and 
zero let in, notched a total of 17 shutouts 
and broke a school record. Other broken 
records included most wins in a season (23), 

most goals scored in a season (113), most 
assists in a season (108) and most points in 
a season (334). Despite a strong start, the 
girls were ultimately stopped by South Tor-
rance (ranked 30th nationally) at the State 
semifinals. Helen Schaefer ’19 and Julia 
Gonzalez ’18 were both named to the All-
CIF first team, and Mona Cesario ’18 and 
Mika Celeste ’19 were named to the sec-
ond team. Prep League Co-MVPs Schaefer 
and Jillian Brady ’17 were named to the 
All-League first team along with Celeste, 
Cesario and Gonzalez. The League second 
team included Dima Bazzi ’18, Arielle Guz-
man ’19 and Lindsey Uteda ’18. Says Coach 
Esteban Chavez, who was honored by both 
the Pasadena Star-News and the Glendale 
News-Press as Coach of the Year, “The 
commitment and work ethic from this team 
enabled them to have success on the field, 
and their integrity and core values will bring 
them success off the field.”

Most Improved:  Arielle Guzman ’19
Offensive MVP:  Mona Cesario ’18
Defensive MVP:  Lindsey Uteda ’18
Coach’s Award:  Libby Penn ’19

BOYS SOCCER 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

For the first time in 12 years, boys soccer 
took home the League title. After falling 
behind 1-0 in their late-season matchup 
against Poly, with a League record of 4-1, 
the boys rallied for a 2-1 victory, securing 
a share of the Prep League title. Five days 
later, they defeated Poly 3-0 to earn an out-
right League championship. Following their 
four-game win streak that included those 
back-to-back victories against Poly, Prep 
entered the playoffs looking strong. They 
ultimately faced Azusa, which was riding a 
win streak of its own and ended up besting 
the Rebels with a 1-0 final tally. Tim Treinen 
’18, offensive MVP in the Prep League, was 
named to the All-League first team along 
with Aidan Boyle ’17, Spencer Harris ’19 
and Andrew Lathrop ’18. Ramzi Beshir ’18, 
Garrett Gaines ’18, Aidan Schraeder ’18 and 
Evan White ’19 were named to the Prep 
League second team.

Offensive MVP:  Tim Treinen ’18
Defensive MVP:  Aidan Boyle ’17
Coach’s Award:  Andrew Lathrop ’18
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GOLF 

“The team showed a great attitude and 
lots of enthusiasm this year,” says Coach 
Bob Loughrie of the Prep golf team. Con-
sistency and determination were hallmarks 
of the year’s squad, with several members 
standing out for their efforts. Ben Sacks ’19 
led the Rebels to an 8-9 record and a fourth 
place finish in League play. Cameron Wu 
’17, Matthew Choi ’17, Brendan Barton ’17 
and Justin Yu ’17 earned a combined 16 var-
sity letters. Co-captains Wu and Sacks pro-
vided keen leadership for the team, while 
Wu, Barton and Choi highlighted their se-
nior year by earning a spot in the League 
individual finals. Preston Ho ’19, Kailyn Chiu 
’19 and Ian Park ’19 added skill and depth 
to the effort. Sacks was also named to the 
All-Prep League first team for his accom-
plishments this year. Loughrie looks forward 
to their leadership as they welcome some 
talented newcomers to next year’s team.

MVP:  Ben Sacks ’19
Coach’s Award:  Cameron Wu ’17

SOFTBALL

A skilled and well-rounded group, Rebels 
softball had several team leaders this sea-
son. Libby Penn ’19 emerged as the team’s 
star hitter, with a batting average of .480 
and a slugging percentage of .760. Melissa 
Grande ’19 showed strength in both de-
fense, as starting shortstop, and offense, 
with a batting average of .411 and the most 
RBIs on the squad. Pitcher Therese Oshiro 
’17 added 68 strikeouts to her career to-
tal—now a whopping 377. Olivia Stevens 
’20 stepped into the role of catcher with 
ferocity and led the team in triples (and 
her first ever plate appearance was a home 
run). All-League first team nominations in-
clude Penn and Oshiro; second team nomi-
nations include Grande and Taylor Yoshida 
’17. Says Coach Julie Mejia, “The six seniors 
on our team laid a great foundation for our 
program, and we are grateful for all of their 
hard work and dedication.”

MVP:  Libby Penn ’19 
Coach’s Award:  Taylor Yoshida ’17
Rookie of the Year:  Olivia Stevens ’20
Golden Arm Award:  Therese Oshiro ’17

GIRLS WATER POLO 

Fourteen girls from all four high school 
classes competed on the water polo team 
this year, posting a League record of 4-8. 
Their overall 4-10 record doesn’t tell the 
whole story—with only two seniors, much 
of the team consists of newcomers to the 
sport, a testament to the girls’ determi-
nation and ability to work together. They 
fought hard for every point in the pool and 
worked on skills that will be vital in next sea-
son’s matchups. Team captains Zoe Rucker 
’17 and Rhiana Boyles ’17 were named to 
the Prep League second team for their con-
sistently strong performances.

MVP:  Rhiana Boyles ’17 
Best Defensive Player:  Zoe Rucker ’17 
Most Improved:  Danielle Maxwell ’19

BASEBALL

Despite having a couple players out with in-
juries this year, varsity baseball (7-5 League, 
14-8-1 overall) battled fiercely throughout 
the season, eventually making it to Divi-
sion IV playoffs. Coach Guillermo Gonzalez 
thanks their strong sense of determina-
tion, which showed itself proudly several 
times throughout the season, particularly 
in a game against Pasadena High School. 
Down 6-1, the team fought back and forced 
the game into extra innings. The 8th inning 
brought an explosive comeback, with the 
Rebels holding off runs and turning in a 
whopping seven more for an 8-6 final tally. 
Several players earned recognition for their 
efforts this season, including All-League 
first team nominations for Kendall Kikka-
wa ’17 and Danny Chiarodit ’17, as well as 
second team nods for Bradley Noble ’18, 
Thomas Kosakowski ’19, Nicholas Davis ’18 
and Max Rosenfeld ’19. 

MVP:  Kendall Kikkawa ’17
Pitcher of the Year:  Thomas Kosakowski ’19
Rookie of the Year:  Max Rosenfeld ’19
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BOYS SWIMMING 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

Led by Daily News All-Area Coach of the 
Year Ingrid Herskind, the boys swimming 
squad (3-0 League) showed no signs of 
slowing at any point in the season. Victory 
after victory brought them out on top of 
the Prep League, a fifth consecutive title for 
the Rebels and a strong sign heading into 
the CIF-SS Division III finals. Though there 
were no individual championships there, 
the team’s relay strengths made it a force 
to be reckoned with. Heading into the 400 
freestyle relay in fifth place, Andy Langen 
’17, Nate Morrissey ’17, Brett Bell ’18 and 
Winston Chen ’19 pulled off a second place 
finish, surpassing Viewpoint and snagging 
fourth place overall. Langen and Chen se-
cured co-MVP status in League, followed by 
an All-Area first team nomination for Lan-
gen and second team nod for Bell.

MVP:  Andy Langen ’17
CIF Awards:  Winston Chen ’19 
 and Brett Bell ’18
Coach’s Award:  Hakop Kaplanyan ’20

GIRLS SWIMMING

Blending a strong core of returning mem-
bers and a group of promising newcomers, 
girls swimming made what Coach Herskind 
says is “a huge improvement” this year. Led 
by the efforts of top swimmer Emily Alam-
eddine ’19, the girls swam their way to a 
second place tie with Westridge in the Prep 
League—a big leap from fifth place last 
year, especially for a team made up of half 
freshmen and only two seniors. Alamed-
dine took fifth in the 200 freestyle and ninth 
in the 100 freestyle at the CIF-SS Division III 
finals, helping to boost the girls to a 14th 
place finish overall, up from 15th last year. 
Her efforts this season earned her a spot on 
the All-Area second team.

MVP:  Emily Alameddine ’19 
Coach’s Award:  Paige Nixon ’20
Leadership Award:  Lena Pawlek ’17
Best Newcomer:  Makena Walklett ’20

BOYS TRACK AND FIELD

From track to field, the Rebel boys put in 
consistently strong performances this year. 
Their third place finish in League highlight-
ed the accomplishments of Warren Hos-
seinion ’17, who pulled off a double win in 
discus (122 feet, five inches) and shot put 
(50 feet), as well as Evan Pattinelli ’18, who 
won the 3,200 in 9:52.37 and took second 
in the 1,600. Colin Coane ’18 took third at 
League finals in pole fault, Riley Coan ’17 
took second in the 800 and third in the 
1,600 and Jonathan Vahala ’17 took third in 
the 3,200. Leading the team into the CIF-
SS Division IV finals, Pattinelli earned Prep 
its second consecutive individual first place 
finish (after Jack Van Scoter ’16), while Hos-
seinion took third and won the League field 
MVP title. As a team, the boys secured the 
best CIF finish in the area, at 12th place with 
16 points.

Track MVP:  Evan Pattinelli ’18 
Field MVP:  Warren Hosseinion ’17
Coach’s Award:  Riley Coan ’17
Courage Award:  Alex Payne ’20

GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

Featuring several key competitors, girls 
track and field performed consistently 
through League meets and beyond. The 
4 x 400 squad (Hanna Barakat ’17, Arielle 
Guzman ’19, Sasha Codiga ’19 and Julie Le 
’20) stole the show at League finals with a 
climactic win against rival Mayfield, where 
anchor Barakat came up from behind at the 
last second. Alongside wins from Natalie 
O’Brien ’17 (1,600), Sophie Gitlin ’18 (3,200) 
and Codiga (800), and strong finishes from 
Evy Molebash ’19 (pole vault), Jenna Mi-
jares ’19 (800) and Marissa David ’19 (triple 
jump), the Rebels propelled to second 
overall. They found similar successes at the 
CIF-SS finals, where O’Brien, Gitlin, Barakat 
and Codiga all placed in their respective 
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JV SCOREBOARD

BOYS BASKETBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

8-0 League, 14-6 Overall

Coach’s Award
Kevin Ashworth ’20

Defensive Player of the Year
AJ Nicassio ’19

Most Improved
Max Gitlin ’20

GIRLS BASKETBALL
5-2 League, 12-6 Overall

MVP
Olivia Stevens ’20

Offensive Player of the Year
Marissa Habashy ’19 

Most Improved
Tanya Mankerian ’18

BOYS SOCCER
2-3-1 League, 2-5-3 Overall

Coach’s Award
Sami Chmait ’18 

Offensive MVP
Grady Morrissey ’20

Defensive MVP
Roland Martin ’18

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

8-0 League, 17-5 Overall

MVP
Nathan Powell ’19

Coach’s Award
Rafa Carbonell ’20 

Defensive MVP
Kris Chang ’20

BASEBALL
2-4 League, 6-9 Overall

MVP 
Max Gitlin ’20

races and led the team to a 13th place fin-
ish. To cap off her stellar high school career, 
Barakat came home with the League MVP 
title.

Track MVP:  Hanna Barakat ’17 
Field MVP:  Marissa David ’19
Outstanding Newcomer:  Julie Le ’20

BOYS TENNIS

Boys tennis demonstrated the true defini-
tion of teamwork this season. The boys 
handled everything, from setbacks to 
comebacks, with determination and posi-
tivity. Led for the second year by All-Area 
Coach of the Year Morisa Yang, the Reb-
els came out 3-2 League and 5-7 overall, 
reaching the CIF playoffs for the second 
year in a row. In an especially memorable 
match against Charter Oak in the CIF wild 
card round, they persevered to achieve 
a 9-9 (76-68) victory. “It was a truly collab-
orative team effort, having each player on 
the lineup win a match,” says Yang, “and a 
huge comeback after being down 2-4 after 
the first round.” She highlights the debut of 
their number-one singles player, Derek Tran 
’20, who was 35-7 in League and earned the 
title of All-Area Boys Singles Player of the 
Year. First team nominations include Chris-
tian Yeghnazar ’17 and Gillis Linde ’19, and 
second team nominations include Tran and 
Ryan Lee ’18.

Co-MVPs:  Christian Yeghnazar ’17 
 and Gillis Linde ’19
Coach’s Award:  Ryan Lee ’18

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

A historically successful team, boys volley-
ball (7-1 League, 21-7 overall) knew they 
had a lot to live up to when entering the 
season having graduated six of their start-
ing players from last year. “This was a team 
that was full of first-time varsity players, and 
each one was going to have to contribute 
for us to be successful,” says Coach Sean 
Beattie. “The guys made it their goal to win 
another League championship, and they 
worked very hard to make that happen.” 
The team not only accomplished its goal 
of a fifth consecutive League title, it also 
put up the third highest number of wins 
in school history, with 21 in one season, in-
cluding a 10-game winning streak. “I loved 
every minute working with the team and 
appreciated the effort that they put into 
the season,” Beattie says. AJ Nicassio ’19 
earned the title of League MVP, Jonny Sam-
uels ’17 was named to the All-Area second 
team and All-League first team and Jake 
Althouse ’17, Majeed Ismail ’18 and Ben 
Ventresca ’18 were appointed All-League 
second team.

Co-MVPs:  AJ Nicassio ’19 
 and Jonny Samuels ’17
Coach’s Award:  Jake Althouse ’17
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Alumni News

1953

1955
ED FOUNTAIN took a spring 
vacation to Southeast Asia. 
He visited 10 countries in five 
weeks, with Angkor Wat in 
Cambodia being one of the 
prime attractions. 
 BEN SCOTT shares, “Sandy 
and I are well. We will be 
celebrating my 80th birthday in 
June. Later I have a couple of 
Stearman trips to fly-ins, includ-
ing the big one at Oshkosh. We 
also have a whole family Alaska 
cruise planned for July.”

1958

WILLIAM STORK (below) has 
been made a Fellow of Timothy 
Dwight College at Yale and is 
currently living in Singapore and 
working as the Regional Coor-
dinator (East Asia; Southeast 
Asia) for the Yale International 
Alliance. 

is a dynamic gathering place 
where people come together to 
experience the multiple facets 
of wooden boating through a 
traditional, hands-on experi-
ence. Importantly, families, and 
in particular youth, find that 
learning to use, to help maintain 
and sometimes even help con-
struct a wooden craft (above) 
often launches a new and more 
hopeful outlook. The Center 

1948 

1949
JOHN RIDLAND has had a 
busy year, with several written 
works and translations, such 
as Sir Gawain and the Green 
Knight, published by major 
companies. “Another Art,” his 
parody of Elizabeth Bishop’s 
famous poem “One Art,” won 
first prize in Measure magazine’s 
X.J. Kennedy Parody Contest. 
In January, John was declared 
a “Mid-Coast Literary Treasure” 
by the Ventura County Arts 
Council and presented with a 
beautiful, handmade steel bird 
(below) and certificates from the 
City of Oxnard, the California 
State Assembly and State Sen-
ate and the US House of Repre-
sentatives. More information on 
all of these will be available on 
johnridland.com, “When I have 
learned how to add information 
to it!” he says. 

1951

1951
PETE DOW is pleased to report 
that, “Nearly entering my 86th 
year, I’m still vertical and able 
to travel some. Living in Sun 
City West, AZ, is great due to 
the fact that there are about 
100,000 other seniors living in 
the area. This year will encom-
pass a trip to Lake Tahoe and, 
later in the summer, a trip to 
Nova Scotia. To the remain-
ing members of the classes of 
’50 and ’51: stay healthy and 
enjoy.”

1960
STAN HALES writes, “I got a 
total hip replacement in April, 
taking advantage of the remark-
able advances in minimally-inva-
sive joint replacement technol-
ogy. Wonder how many of my 
classmates in ’60 have done the 
same—one sure sign of aging!”
 BOB LAMSON says, “I have 
enjoyed mightily being a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of 
the Center for Wooden Boats 
in Seattle (www.cwb.org) for 
the last two years. The Center 

If you are 70 ½ or older and taking mandatory income 
distributions from your IRA, you can avoid the income 
tax generated by these distributions by directing a gift 
directly from your IRA to Flintridge Prep. You can direct up 
to $100,000 per year—it’s a great estate planning tool. 

Contact Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson:
ldastur-johnson@flintridgeprep.org.

Roll Over Your IRA to Flintridge PrepRoll Over Your IRA to Flintridge Prep

has a clubhouse, docks and a 
brand-new learning center on 
the shore of South Lake Union 
in Seattle. Located just steps 
from the booming high-tech 
district of the city, the Center 
also helps keep alive the histori-
cal maritime ‘soul,’ an important 
aspect of what makes Seattle 
the unique city it is.” 

70th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

65th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

60th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

If you are 701/2 or older and taking 
mandatory income distributions from your IRA, 

you can avoid the income tax generated by 
these distributions by directing a gift 

directly from your IRA to Flintridge Prep. 
You can direct up to $100,000 per year—

it’s a great estate planning tool. 

Contact Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson: 
ldastur-johnson@flintridgeprep.org.
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55th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

45th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

50th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

40th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

35th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

try. At 70, John remains grateful 
for the quality of teaching at 
Prep, a strong foundation for his 
Stanford BA, Berkeley MA/PhD 
and Princeton MDiv. 

1972
GEORGE MACPHERSON and 
his wife, Silvia, will celebrate 
their 25th anniversary this June. 
Their son, George, is graduating 
from UC Riverside with a degree 
in business administration and a 
minor in Spanish. Their daugh-
ter, Irene, just graduated from 
Maranatha High School and will 
be going to UC Santa Cruz. “I 
enjoyed seeing my old friends 
at the last class reunion. I hope 
that even more will attend the 
next one!”
 KENNETH ELLERY SMITH is 
moving from Washington State 
to San Juan Island in 2018.

1973

1974
JEFF GERECKE shares, “My 
best memories of Prep were in 
the senior room that last year 
where we had a stereo which 
became the jukebox of my life, 
with music provided by BILL 
DETOY. One of the records he 
would play that stuck with me 
was called “Political Science 
(Let’s Drop the Big One Now)” 
by Randy Newman. Many years 
later, when I had children, I 
found myself at a loss to put 
them to sleep and settled on 
that song, and that became a 
ritual all through their child-
hood. Now the two of them, 
Renata and Claudia, are grown, 
and they occasionally remind 
me how inappropriate it was of 
me to sing them a song about 
nuclear war at bedtime. As for 
me, I’ve been living in New 
York since graduating from NYU 
and working in publishing and 
recently took over a software 
company that provides publish-
ing services. My wife, Sarah, 
took a job in DC five years ago 
working at the Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and seems to have 
survived the government transi-
tion. We are now a two-city fam-
ily with many jaunts around the 
country for work and family.”

1977
MARK GUTHNER reports 
that he and colleague Michael 
Khouw started The Options 
Edge, a news, education, trad-
ing and investment advisory 
service. “Michael and I are now 
offering our trade recommen-
dation services along with our 
best-selling book The Options 
Edge, published by John Wiley 
& Sons,” he says. “Many of you 
know Michael, as he appears on 
CNBC’s Fast Money and Op-
tions Action every week.”

1978

1982
GEOGORY MAATZ is celebrat-
ing his 20th year as a pilot with 
United Airlines. Currently, he 
is an A320 Captain based in 
Houston. He has been living in 
Austin for the last 10 years but 
still keeps in touch with BRUCE 
GRIGGS, KIRK LINDESMITH 
and DWIGHT RICHARDS. They 
traveled to Cancun together 
and spent a week for a group 
50th birthday celebration.

1983

1986
PETER PAIK moved to Seoul, 
Korea, to take a research 
professorship at the Humanities 
Center of Yonsei University.
 CRISTINA PEREZ published 
her third book, Red, White and 
Latina: Our American Identity, 
in May 2017. Her daughter, 
Sofia, will officially become a 
member of the Rebel Family 
as a freshman this fall 2017. 
Cristina’s television court show, 
Justice For All with Cristina 
Perez, will enter its fourth year 

1963

KEN FORD reports, “This year 
my wife, Sue, passed away after 
six years of dealing with brain 
cancer. Sue and I were friends 
at the age of 13 when her family 
moved next door to us. We 
married young and celebrated 
52 plus years of marriage.”

1964
JOHN MCENTYRE and his wife, 
Marilyn, live in Sacramento, 
enjoying the trees, their children 
and grandchildren, as well 
as those in New Orleans and 
Ventura. A Presbyterian minister, 
John enjoys painting (below), 
ukulele, recorder and piano, 
while Marilyn writes, speaks and 
leads retreats around the coun-

1961
This August, LARRY LANSBURGH 
and Sarah Harper (below) will 
celebrate their 25th wedding 
anniversary. The two met at a 
dance at Westridge when they 
were 16. Sarah, whose brother 
is BOB HARPER ‘49, is an RN 
and continues to provide elder 
care. Larry is working on his 
third book, Larry’s Laws of the 
Universe: Memoirs of hallucina-
tions in the Amazon rain forest, 
aviation, and conversations with 
imaginary friends. The picture 
shows them with their Australian 
shepherd, Stella, on the family 
ranch in Oregon. 

1967
DAN CLEMENTS recently had a 
great trip to the Canadian 
Arctic on a polar bear photo 
shoot (above). “Hiking among 
these animals is an amazing ex-
perience,” he says. “I was also 
able to photograph arctic foxes, 
wolves, caribou and ptarmigan. 
Great outing! I’m currently work-
ing on an article about polar 
bear populations.” 
 After more than 20 years of 
federal service, JOHN COVELL 
is looking forward to retiring at 
some point within the next year. 
“It has been a good ride,” he 
says. 

1968

JOHN KUHN BLEIMAIER gave 
a lecture on immigration law 
for corporate counsel under the 
auspices of the Clear Law Insti-
tute. “The weekly appearances 
on RadioVector (860AM in Phila-
delphia) have been a source of 
real satisfaction,” he says. Also, 
some of his automotive essays 
appeared in the publications of 
the Saab Club of North America 
and the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America, and Christian News 
has published four of his ar-
ticles. When he was in Georgia 
for a client’s hearing, he took 
the opportunity to visit the new 
Porsche Center in Atlanta. His 
1965 Mercedes-Benz finback re-
cently took first place at the Hill-
billy Hall Concours d’Elegance.



33

on stations across the US. She 
and her husband, Christopher, 
were honored to host several 
Prep students at their law firm 
for Junior Internship Day for the 
third consecutive year. Cristina 
looks forward to being back on 
Prep’s campus for the next four 
years. Go Rebels!

1987
DAN SCAFF is currently still 
at his solo pediatric practice in 
Pasadena, where he shares his 
office with his plastic surgeon 
wife. His boys are growing up—
now 17 and 12. 

1988

JULIE BENNIARDI’S son, 
MAXIMILLIAN GUNARA ’17 
graduated from Prep in May. 
“Having seen Max evolve the 
past six years at Prep, and the 
fact that he took classes from 
the same teachers that I had 
while I was at Prep (Mr. McLinn 
and Mr. Ruch), is pretty amazing 
to witness.”
 DAVE GARRETT launched 
a new information security 
consulting firm, Tensyl Security, 
that specializes in security risk 
assessments, IT vendor risk 
management and cybersecu-
rity framework audits. Tensyl 
is dedicated to providing its 
information security expertise 
to traditionally underserved 
organizations such as nonprofit 
companies. Dave lives in the 
San Francisco Bay Area with 
his wife, Odessa, and their two 
daughters.

1989
Joe Maggio shares, “1985 was 
my first year at Flintridge Prep. 
I taught some members of the 
class of ‘89 PreChem when they 
were 9th graders and about half 
of them Biology as 10th grad-
ers. I recently had the pleasure 
of reuniting with three of them, 
VAS SARMA, JOHN VARTANIAN 
and TONY CHRISTOPOULOUS 
(above). Peter Bachmann 
joined us, and we reminisced 
for a few hours. With one month 
remaining ‘til I start my new 
adventure in Pennsylvania, I 

hope to reunite with more Prep 
alumni, who have made my 32 
years here extra special!”

1990
BIJAN KARIMI is excited to be 
heading back to school—for the 
last time. “I begin doctoral stud-
ies at the USC Price School in 
August. My research focus will 
be on economic security follow-
ing a disaster event.”

1992
In March 2017, LESLIE ITO 
(below) was selected as the LA 
representative to participate in 
the Japanese American Leader-
ship Delegation. The delegation 
met with corporate and govern-
ment officials in Tokyo as rep-

resentatives of the US to build 
people-to-people relationships 
with Japan. Leslie gave remarks 
on behalf of the delegation to 
Prime Minister Abe.

1993

MAJOR PAT LIENEWEG 
(below) shares, “I’m still in the 
Marines, currently assigned 
as an exchange officer to the 
Army’s University of Foreign 
Military and Cultural Studies in 
Ft. Leavenworth, KS. I lead six-
week seminars on ‘Red Team-
ing,’ which includes applied 
critical thinking, groupthink 

mitigation, enhanced self-
awareness and cultural empathy 
to improve planning decisions. 
My wife, Carrie, and I have a 
wonderful six-year-old daughter, 
Aubrey, and our distinguished 
hound, George, has us.”

1995
JAMES AZADIAN is a partner 
at Enterprise Counsel Group. In 
April, he was ranked in the Daily 
Journal Top 40 Under 40 List of 
best lawyers in California.

1996
BRIAN MILLER says, “Last 
year I released an album from 
Daveed Diggs’ (Hamilton, Black-
ish) hip-hop group Clipping on 
my record label Deathbomb 
Arc. The album is a sci-fi musical 
about a person escaping slavery 
in space. We found out the 
album is a finalist for a Hugo 
Award, in the Best Dramatic 
Presentation, Short Form cat-
egory. It is exceptionally rare for 
a musical piece to get a Hugo 
nod. We are insanely excited to 
say the least.”

1997
ALEX BLECKSMITH and his 
wife, Meredith, welcomed their 
son, Henry Clayton (below), on 
April 12, 2017. 

25th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

30th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

 DAN KLEIN is still living 
in San Diego with his wife, 
Carolina, and children, Luna 
and Tomas. He is working as an 
in-house counsel for Lockton 
Insurance Brokers.
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SPRING 
REUNION
DAY

On April 8, generations of 

alumni returned to campus 

for a fun spring evening full 

of laughter, memories and 

good eats. The event also 

included a special tribute 

to retiring science teachers 

Glen Beattie, Joe Maggio 

and Rob McLinn.

 REBECCA MEDINA SNYDER 
and her husband, Thomas, 
welcomed their second child, 
Leora Pearl (below), on April 13, 
just a few days after the Class 
of 1997 20th reunion. Her big 
brother, Julian (3), loves her and 
wants to hug and kiss her all the 
time, but also has moments when 
he wants to scratch and pinch her. 

 JENNI SMITH O’MALLEY 
and CHRIS O’MALLEY were 
very excited to welcome their 
adorable little tax deduction, 
Lincoln, to the world last 
December (below). 

 BONNIE LEE introduces 
Theodore Evan Sung, born 
December 16, 2016, with big 
brother Owen (below). 

1957

1982

1992
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1987

1997
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licensed clinical social worker, 
Emily is currently a psychothera-
pist at the Los Angeles LGBT 
Center and is also planning to 
start her private practice soon. 
Always seeking creative outlets, 
Emily is a member of the Pasa-
dena Master Chorale. 
 KATIE REARDON SPEETZEN
recently founded her own com-
edy troupe, Mother Cluckers 
Comedy, in Chicago. Focus-
ing on the hilarity, insanity and 
drinkability of parenthood, her 
premiere troupe, The Mother 
Cluckers, features both estab-
lished and novice female com-
ics. Upcoming programming 
will feature corporate comedy 
classes and The Chicks, a female 
teen empowerment troupe. You 
can find it all on the webs at 
www.mothercluckerscomedy.com
Instagram: mothercluckerscomedy 
and Twitter: mothercluckerha 
(#cluckyou). Elsewhere, Katie 
performs with The Kates and 
other fun pop-up nights around 
town. She credits her act at 
Junior Parent Dinner for get-
ting the whole stand-up thing 
started. 

2000
In April, JANET YAVROUIAN 
SOULTANIAN joined the law 
firm Ballard Rosenberg Golper 
& Savitt, LLP, in Encino, repre-
senting employers in employ-
ment law matters. Her husband, 
Serko, opened his own commu-
nity pharmacy in Tarzana, called 
Dr. Ike’s Pharmacy (www.drikerx.
com). Their children, Dominic, 
3, and Noelle, 1, are doing 
great (below). 

2001
BRITT SASAKI NAGELMEYER 
and her husband, Tom, had a 
healthy baby girl in late 2016 
(below). In May 2017, Britt 
received her MBA from the UC 
Berkeley Haas School of Busi-
ness. “We have finally settled 
down in Silicon Valley. After 
years of moving around for my 
husband’s Army career and 
grad school, it feels great to put 
down some roots!” 

2002
GEORGE RUCH (below) married 
Morgan Alonzo in Birmingham, 
AL, on May 20. George’s sisters, 
MARGARET RUCH BRADLEY 
’04 and ANNIE RUCH ’08, were 
groomsmaids for their brother. 
CHRIS CHOREBANIAN, MIKE 
VALDES, AMIR ALAMDARI and 
Sean Bradley, his brother-in-law, 
were groomsmen. 

for everyone at affordable 
prices. I also got a cat and got 
married (above).”

1998

1999
JOEL GUTIERREZ and AMY 
SYLVIS are so excited to an-
nounce to their Prep family that 
they are engaged to be married 
this August—18 years after 
graduating together from Prep 
(below). They have RANDY 
CHANDLER, SCOTT POOL ’98 
and USC football to thank for 
reuniting them so many years 
after high school! They couldn’t 
be more grateful. 

 JACQUELINE EPLEY 
TEGART and her husband, Ted, 
are thrilled to announce the 
arrival of their son, Finnegan 
George Tegart. He joins big 
brother, Jameson (below), in 
creating much joy, laughter and 
chaos around the house. 

 KASEY TRUMAN (below) 
is starting her 11th year at 
Chop Shop Music as a music 
supervisor, finding the perfect 
song for the perfect scene. You 
can find her work in shows like 
Grey’s Anatomy, iZombie, The 
Catch and Veronica Mars. She 
was married in November to 
Jennifer Swiatowy, and they are 
moving from West Hollywood to 
Highland Park in the spring. 
 

CHRISTIAN VOLQUARTZ 
shares, “After a stint of 15 
years at a digital media agency 
making tweets and YouTube 
videos for celebrities and 
politicians, I decided to embark 
on my own and start my own 
business. Foolish or brave? Only 
time will tell! My new venture is 
a social media marketing service 

20th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

15th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 14, 2018

EMILY PARRY and her husband, 
Adam, welcomed their daugh-
ter, Pearl, last July (below). As a 

2003 

2004
BRANDON TORREY ROGERS 
was married on August 20, 
2016, at Marston House in 
Balboa Park, San Diego, CA, to 
Caroline Maria Cressey, before 
family and friends. Brandon’s 
best man was the bride’s 
brother, Kurt, whom he met 
while serving in the US Army 
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Alumni Receptions

Peter Bachmann and staff arranged three spring receptions for alumni located in and around 
Austin, New York and DC. In total, 68 alumni attended the events, where they caught up, reminisced, 
networked and shared laughs. Stay tuned for information about upcoming alumni receptions—
we’d love to see you there.

as a signal intelligence analyst. 
The couple honeymooned in 
Barcelona and Majorca and now 
resides in San Diego. Brandon 
is a software engineer at Leidos 
Corporation. Caroline is an inte-
rior designer and owns her own 
firm, Rookery Design (above). 

2005
In May, BILLY GOLDSTEIN 
graduated from NYU School of 
Law. In August, he’ll move north 
to Portland for a year to clerk 
for a judge in the District Court 
of Maine.
 CANDACE MARKLEY (be-
low) graduated in May from Em-
ory Medical School and School 
of Public Health in Atlanta, GA, 
earning her MD/MPH degree. 
She started her residency in 
family medicine in June at the 
Contra Costa Regional Medical 
Center in Martinez, CA. 

 In January, ADAM ROGERS 
(right) and his wife, Amy, wel-
comed their first baby, Golden 
Scott Rogers. In May, Adam 
completed his PhD in develop-
mental psychology at Arizona 
State University. This coming 
August, their family will move 
to Utah, where Adam will begin 
as an assistant professor at 
Brigham Young University. 
 JAMIE TIJERINA shares, 
“I was in an article that was 
published on the front page 
of the LA Times on February 10 
about getting more scientists 
involved with politics. You can 
read the article at www.latimes.
com/science/sciencenow/
la-sci-scientists-politics-trump-
20170209-story.html.”

2006
ALEX KIPLING is opening SPLA 
Coffee, a specialty coffee shop, 
in Chinatown early fall 2017. 
After working in the specialty 
coffee industry for more than 
six years in LA, Portland and 
São Paulo, Alex wanted to 
showcase the unique coffee 
and cultural experiences there. 
The menu will reflect traditional 
food and drink inspirations from 
the Brazilian coffee culture. 
They will also be doing a lot 
of fun popup events with local 
vendors. GARY AU is doing all 
of the branding and most of 
the marketing as well. You can 
check out the website at www.
splacoffee.com.

Alumni living in Austin, Aaron Snyder '93, Megan Kimble '04, Chris Linick '03 and Paul Dragna '12, joined 
Peter Bachmann at the Marriott in downtown Austin.
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 FRANCES MCCLOSKEY 
KLIMAS (below) and husband, 
Dan Klimas, welcomed their 
second son, Franklin “Frank” 
Richard on January 7, 2017. All 
are well!

 JILL MARUCUT shares, 
“After working as a union 
organizer for California’s state 
workers, I recently became a 
labor relations representative 
for California School Employees 
Association (CSEA). At CSEA, I 
advocate for workers’ rights by 
acting as a chief negotiator and 
union organizer on behalf of 
over 2,000 classified employees 
throughout four different school 
districts in the greater LA area. 
In addition, I will be attending 
USC in fall 2017 to work toward 
an MA in teaching and earn a 
teaching credential in social 
science. In addition to working 
and attending school, I will be 
spending my weekends prepar-
ing to be the maid of honor for 
my mother’s wedding in Decem-
ber 2017 (below)!”

10th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
December 23, 2017

Class Notes Wanted 

Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or 
by phone, 818.949.5526. Email digital images (JPEG or TIFF, 
300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to 
Flintridge Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos 
may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages, 
depending on image quality and space availability.
 PrepTalk reserves the right to edit Class Notes, primarily 
for length and style considerations. Class Notes entries are 
not fact-checked for accuracy, nor should their inclusion in the 
magazine be considered an endorsement from the school.

Please contact
Jacqueline Epley Tegart ’97, Co-Director of Alumni Relations
alumni@flintridgeprep.org  •  818.949.5526

2007

      

YASIN BHANJI (above) fulfilled 
a lifelong dream of becoming 
a doctor and graduated from 
Northwestern University’s 
Feinberg School of Medicine in 
May. After 10 wonderful years 
in Chicago, Yasin is excited to 
continue his surgical training in 
urology at the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in Baltimore, MD. He 
is looking forward to residency 
and meeting new people and 
Prep alumni in the Baltimore/
Washington, DC area. His sister, 
SHAIRA BHANJI ’10, will be 
joining him on the East Coast as 
she begins her MBA at Harvard 
Business School this summer. 
 On Thanksgiving Day 2016, 
JASMIN VARJAVAND was 
excited to bump into her old 
Calculus teacher, John Romano, 
at Ralph’s in La Cañada (right). 
Jasmin is also excited to share 
that she passed the California 

bar exam after graduating from 
UC Berkeley School of Law 
last May. She is now working 
as a real estate attorney at the 
Los Angeles office of Goodwin 
Procter LLP. She would like to 
thank Flintridge Prep and all the 
amazing teachers and mentors 
she has had for helping her get 
this far.

2009
HITOMI HEAP-BALDWIN 
(below) graduated in May from 
the University of California, 
Hastings College of the Law in 
San Francisco and sat for the 
July California Bar exam.

2010
SHAIRA BHANJI will be 
starting her MBA at Harvard 
Business School this summer. 
She graduated from Harvard 
College in 2014 and since then 
has worked in management 
consulting and, most recently, 
in healthcare strategy at City of 
Hope National Medical Center. 
After spending time in sunny 
Southern California this summer, 
Shaira (below) is excited to join 
her brother, YASIN BHANJI, on 
the East Coast, who will begin 
his residency at the Johns Hop-
kins Hospital. Please connect 
with her if you are in the Boston 
area! 
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5th 
reunion

SAVE THE DATE
December 23, 2017

IN MEMORIAM

JAMES STEWART MILLER ’54 passed away 
peacefully on January 25, 2017, in Healdsburg, 
CA. Born in Pasadena on June 6, 1935, to Mor-
ris Barnes and Alice Stewart Miller, Jim was a 
54-year resident of Alexander Valley, CA. He is 
survived by his brother and sister-in-law, Barney 
and Diana Miller, his sister, Alice Henry, his son 
and daughter-in-law, Justin and Karin Warnelius-
Miller, and his grandchildren, Elsa and Leif. Jim 
was an accomplished poet, a generous philan-
thropist and a long-time wine grape grower. His 
greatest passion was open water swimming in 
the San Francisco Bay.

DR. JOHN WARWICK PARTRIDGE ’38 passed 
away November 21, 2016. He was born in 
Portland to Jean Hayes and Frank H. Partridge 
and grew up in Aberdeen, WA and Pasadena. 
He graduated from UC Berkeley in 1942 and 
University of Chicago Medical School in 1945. 
A physician for 56 years, John’s career included 
internship, research, residency and endocrinol-
ogy private practice, as well as activism in many 
social justice causes. He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 63 years, Beverly. He is survived by 
his children, Robyn, James, Martha, Jennifer and 
Frances, nine grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

David Rubardt, beloved father of Jennifer 
Rubardt Barberie ’92, passed away June 21, 
2017, in San Marino, CA. He was buried next to 
his wife, Gloria, in San Gabriel Cemetery. In addi-
tion to Jennifer, he is survived by his son-in-law, 
Corey, and granddaughter, Caroline.

MARTIN H. SOURS ’58, loving husband, father 
and grandfather, a Professor Emeritus and a 
retired Navy Captain, USNR, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his family on Wednesday, 
February 22, 2017. He was 76. He was born on 
September 12, 1940, in LA and graduated from 
UC Berkeley with a BA in Political Science in 
1962. His 26 years of commissioned service in 
the US Navy and USNR included both surface 
and amphibious warfare. Martin is preceded in 
death by his mother and father, Archie and Helen 
Sours. He is survived by his wife of 41 years, 
Jeanne, his children, Ann and John, and his 
grandchildren, Mia, Kent and Blake Tallman.

2011
JACOB STEENWYK published 
his first paper from graduate 
school in the Biological Sci-
ences department at Vanderbilt 
University. The study focuses 
on how copy duplicated and 
deleted genetic content con-
tribute to the genetic diversity 
among a population of wine 
yeast. The manuscript can be 
accessed at www.g3journal.org/
content/7/5/1475. 

2012

2013
JOHN HENRY KURTZ edited 
a series of videos to promote 
the Fathers Club Internship 
program, cutting together tes-
timonials and adding music. He 
was an enthusiastic participant, 
since John Henry himself was 
a beneficiary of a Fathers Club 
internship. After that experi-
ence, he was a development 
intern at Marc Platt Productions. 
In May, he graduated from USC 
with a BFA in film and television 
production and minors in the-
atre and playwriting. Since then, 
he has kept busy writing and 
filming short films with friends 
and pursuing acting (“I took a 
very fun voice acting class last 
semester and am in the process 
of setting up a home recording 
studio”), while also doing free-
lance video and editing work.

2014
ABBY LETTS has been named 
to the Philadelphia Inquirer 
Women’s Soccer Academic All-
Area Team. The teams are voted 
on by the sports information 
offices of the 29 area institutions 
from the Philadelphia metropoli-
tan area. Letts, a two-year team 
captain for the Fords, graduated 
as a two-time All-Centennial 
Conference selection as a part 
of Haverford’s standout defense. 
In addition to her success on the 
field, Letts was named to the 
Centennial Conference Aca-
demic Honor Roll in each of her 
three eligible seasons and was 
named to the CoSIDA Aca-
demic All-District team earlier 
this fall.

MIKE BAUER ’91 passed away on June 24. Mike 
loved poetry and the outdoors. He is remem-
bered as the kind of person who took time to 
reach out to others. He will be sincerely missed. 
He leaves behind the love of his life, his wife, Dr. 
Andrea Sherwood, his children, Eli and Ava, his 
mother, Linda, and siblings, William, Michele and 
Jean.

DENNIS DEWENTER ’62 passed away on 
January 18, 2016. 

Richard G. Ealy, beloved husband of Barbara 
Ealy, Flintridge Prep’s event coordinator and 
parents liaison, passed away in early June. His 
greatest joy was being married to Barbara and 
being father to their daughter, Laura.

PETER HARBERS ’55 passed away on March 14 
in Anacortes, WA, at the age of 80. Pete was a 
self-made man with a talent for selling, eventu-
ally owning his own successful company, Harbers 
& Associates. He was also an avid boater, fisher-
man and woodworker. Pete will pass over the 
“Rainbow Bridge” and connect with his best 
friends, his dogs. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Henry and Berniece, and his brother, 
Jeff. Pete is survived by sons, Peter and Scott, 
brothers, Mike and Hank, sister, Judy, four grand-
children and one great-grandchild.

OGDEN ELLIS KELLOGG, SR. ’41 passed away 
peacefully at home on April 7, 2017, surrounded 
by his loving family. He was born in 1923 in Pasa-
dena, the son of William Scripps Kellogg and 
Alice Crowe Kellogg. Pursuing a lifelong dream 
of cattle ranching, he moved to Oregon with his 
wife, Marjorie Maybury, and children in 1953. 
He also began an independent farm school on 
their ranch, was involved in early environmental-
ism and was an avid tennis player. He is survived 
by his sister, Jean, his children, Ogden, Q. Tom, 
Daniel and Cynthia, eight grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. He is preceded in 
death by his parents, his brother, William, and 
his wife.
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Your commitment plants a seed.

Endowment gifts fund scholarships as 
well as the academic and extracurricular 
programs that are at the heart of 
Flintridge Prep’s mission. These funds 
ensure that the school is strong today 
and for generations to come. 

The school pools and invests endow-
ment funds in perpetuity; according 
to a spending policy approved by the 
Board of Trustees, only a portion of 
each fund’s earnings is spent annually. 
This financial stewardship is what 
enables an endowment to last forever.

o Scholarship endowments support the nearly 
 one-third of students who are currently on financial 
 aid, as well as future scholarship recipients.

o Faculty development endowments support today’s 
teachers and attract the teachers of tomorrow. 

o Arts, athletics and community impact endowments 
enrich our curriculum, inspire passions and ignite 

 leadership beyond the classroom.

At Prep you can contribute to one of 40+ existing endow-
ment funds. You may also choose to establish a new fund 
in your name or in honor of a significant individual.*

For more information, please contact Director of External 
Affairs Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson at 818.949.5524 or visit 
flintridgeprep.org/endowment. 

*Subject to minimum funding levels and criteria

curriculum and 
student programs

faculty 
and staff

development
technology 

infrastructure

athletics programs
and facilities

financial aid
scholarships

How does endowment giving nurture the Prep Community?

1

2
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Flintridge Preparatory School seeks to nurture in 
its students the knowledge, critical skills, community 
values and creativity essential for an engaged, 
balanced and responsible life.
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La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
Phone:  818.790.7737
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Email:  communications@flintridgeprep.org
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The Doane Lowery 
Legacy Society

A deferred gift through your estate

is a simple way to make a positive impact

on Flintridge Preparatory School without

compromising your lifestyle or budget.

By providing for Prep in your estate plans,

you will enhance the lives of future students.

Larger deferred gifts may establish

endowment funds for a lasting impact and

a legacy honoring what Flintridge means to you.

Your gift can hold a place
 in the memories of all of us. 

For more information about bequests,
charitable trust arrangements, life insurance,
gift annuities and retained life estate gifts,

contact Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson,
Director of External Affairs, at 818.949.5524.
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