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J.P. Blecksmith

Memorial

5K

Saturday, July 04, 2009 @ 8:00 AM
NW Corner of Huntington Drive
and San Marino Ave.
1441 San Marino Avenue
Kick off your 4th of July celebration with
a 5K run/jog/walk through the beautiful
city of San Marino. Bring your friends and
family to celebrate the life and legacy of
2nd Lt. JP Blecksmith ’99 and all service
men and women who have and continue
to serve our Country. The JP Blecksmith
Memorial 5K benefits the JP Blecksmith
Leadership Foundation.
Visit www.jpblecksmith.org
for more information.
Go here to Register!
www.jpblecksmith.org/5k.html

Calendar

Saturday, June 6
Baccalaureate and
Senior Dinner
Norris Auditorium and
Ahmanson Plaza
Sunday, June 7
Commencement Ceremony
Pasadena Civic Auditorium

Tuesday, June 9
8th Grade Promotion and
Middle School Awards
Norris Auditorium
Monday, June 22
Summer School begins

by Lenea SiMs ’11

JUNE
Monday, June 1–Friday, June 5
Final semester exams
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July
Saturday, July 04, 2009
J.P. Blecksmith Memorial 5K
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Letter to the Editor
Sandy Smock here. Class of '55. For the historical record,
the four people in the background are Bob Stamm '55, Carrol
Vaniman (Mathematics & Science Teacher), Lorry Leland '54
and Bob Routsong '55. They are pictured in what passed for
the Chemistry Lab, an old, one story building located approximately where home plate is now. By the way, you can see what
is now center field out the window. At that time, the campus
did not extend as far towards the mountains as it does now.
Peace,
Sandy
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From the Headmaster
t h e

b a l a n c ing

a c t

Since medieval times, educators have debated the degree to which schools should
be of the world or apart from it. Should an adolescent be constantly interacting
with “real life,” or like a bottle of fine but temperamental wine, be “cellared” for
several years for optimal maturing?
At Flintridge Prep, we attempt to strike a balance between focus on life at
Crown Avenue and the greater community. Our primary interest has been on
campus life, as we seek to maintain a caring community whose values, habits, and
experiences will springboard students into adult success. In strategic planning
conversations, however, we have recognized the value of the school’s engagement
with the larger world, and will be expanding initiatives beyond our gates.
In recent years, we have brought a rich array of “real world” talent to Crown
Avenue: conservative and liberal activists of national renown, a Nobel Prize winning scientist, major literary artists, and an Olympic gold medalist. Students have
expressed appreciation for these models of excellence, who challenge them to
grow beyond their comfort level. We will continue to attract exemplary leaders
from the greater community to our campus.
As we watch our students visit the world-class museums of Los Angeles,
attend live productions, and pursue internships in hospitals and research institutes,
we realize the value of extending our education beyond conventional curriculum.
We hope to be more strategic in providing opportunities for our students to see
classroom ideas come alive in practice. We also appreciate the potential for
electronic outreach, as we have already seen with our participation in a Johns
Hopkins diplomatic negotiation project, and our connections with a sister school
in Nicaragua.
Perhaps most promising are the relationships with different partners in the
Flintridge family and the larger community across the nation. Our graduates have
expressed interest in further engagement with the school, and we are preparing
to launch an alumni mentorship program that will allow current students to tap
the expertise of those who know Prep best. Similarly, we wish to provide parents
of alums with greater opportunities for connection. Our work in human development with schools in Massachusetts, Texas, and Florida suggest the potential for
school collaboration. This past year, the Pasadena Independent School Foundation, created to teach students from six San Gabriel Valley independent schools
about youth philanthropy, has shown us the potential for creative cooperation and
imaginative community service.
The ancient debate over the care and cultivation of adolescents recedes before the demands of the twenty-first century. Our students need both cellaring and
sunshine, artfully and lovingly balanced, as we alternately protect them and expose
them in preparation for the world of the future.
Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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the ins and outs

of creating community
by anne wullschlager

“ First it is necessary to stand
on your own two feet.
But the minute a man finds

In our last issue of PrepTalk we began a series of
feature articles reflecting on the three core values
driving this year’s strategic planning process: excellence,
community, and sustainability. The first issue featured

himself in that position,

examples of current excellence at Prep, such as the

the next thing he should do

Boys’ Cross Country program and Tim Bradley’s digital

is reach out his arms.”
— kristin hunter

design classes. As introduced in Headmaster Bachmann’s
letter, this issue moves onto the value of community
and considers the following questions: What kind
of community has Prep built in the last decade, and in
what ways do we want to inspire its growth or expand
its impact? What influences do we want to invite
in and how do we want to reach out? What is the
right balance?
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Ninth grade class trip

From
Concept to
Culture

T

en years ago, Flintridge put
into words what it believed to be the
foundation of a positive environment
to grow both intellectually and personally. A mission statement was developed with an honor code that reads:
my responsibility as a student,
teacher, or parent in the
flintridge community is to
be honest, kind, generous,
and respectful.
This articulation of Prep’s values began
as a concept, and with concerted attention that hopeful concept has become
Prep’s culture. When something is part
of one’s culture, it is self-perpetuating;
health begets health, generosity begets
generosity, and consequently Prep’s
campus community is strong, connected, and vibrant.

There is a dynamic system in place
fostering the culture daily. Individuals
such as Assistant Headmaster Peter
Vaughn, Dean of Students Midge
Kimble, and Dean of Human Development Michael Roffina, keep a close
eye on the tone of Prep. The Human
Development Committee identifies
annual initiatives that have ranged
from establishing the above honor
code to researching the impact of
technology on our children. The peer
counseling program connects upper
classmen with new 7th graders, modeling mentorship and kindness. Class
trips provide exceptional opportunities
for class cohesion and exploration,
and community service requirements
expand our students’ sense of generosity and empathy.

Beyond the programmatic approach to creating community, it is the
open and engaged adults at Prep who
make the difference. Dean of Students
Midge Kimble notes the equal appreciation of students’ differing interests
and talents. She suggests that “there
are many places to belong here, and
kids cross lines. They have dynamic
identities.” Students are willing to try
out different roles. A sense of safety is
inherent in the risks that students take
at Prep and the identities they develop.
As a result the campus community
is thriving. Now it is time to take on
new challenges and introduce new elements as Prep’s concept of community
expands. Through multiple programs
already underway, we are pushing
past the Crown Avenue gates to enrich
what exists on both sides.

Through
the Gates
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Bringing the Outside In
Speakers, Artists and Alums
The caliber of speakers that have come
to Prep over the last couple of years is
extraordinary. The list includes, liberal
politician Ralph Nader, conservative
author Dinesh D’Souza, novelist James
Ellroy, Olympic gold medalist John
Naber, syndicated radio personality
and author Dennis Prager, and former
US Ambassador to Afghanistan Ronald
Neumann. In short, Flintridge Prep
has done an astounding job entertaining high-profile visitors, who truly are
immersed in the national and global
conversations taking place.
Bringing in dynamic outside
speakers is a thriving program, and
next Prep hopes to increase the involvement of another constituency to
enrich campus life — the alumni body.

Currently alums participate as mentors
for Career Day and Senior Horizons.
However, Prep would like to start expanding opportunities by first expanding the current relationship with and
between its alums.
Taking cues from social networking
sites and how they keep people connected, Prep has started to develop
its own online community. Crossing
the divide of time and space is the
challenge in staying connected and
engaged. But whether it is for a quick
hello, starting a local book club, or
seeking mentorship in a field of interest, an online community is rich with
possibilities. We currently have a
Flintridge Prep Facebook page. However, a more tailored online community

Ronald Neumann, former ambassador to Afghanistan visits Prep's campus.

will be up and running sometime this
summer. We look forward to its launch
and welcome any feedback. Questions
and comments can be directed to
Jacqueline Epley, Director of Alumni
Relations at jepley@flintridgeprep.org.

Olympic swimmer and motivational speaker
John Naber shares experiences.
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Bringing the Inside Out
PISF, ACL, Service Learning
Relationships and connections between local organizations, businesses,
and several independent schools in
the San Gabriel Valley were nurtured
in an exciting new way this past year
with the inauguration of the Pasadena
Independent Schools Foundation
(PISF). The PISF is an innovative youth
philanthropy program that introduces
students to the structure and function
of a charitable giving foundation. This
year it consisted of 40 students from
surrounding independent schools including Flintridge Prep, New Horizon,
Westridge, Poly, Mayfield Senior, and
Chandler. As board member and program advisor, Headmaster Bachmann
has been deeply invested in developing
the program’s curriculum.
An impressive $48,000 was pooled
by lead sponsor Nestlé, USA, and
other local businesses. The students
were given the money to manage and
spent eight months learning how to
establish and run a private foundation.
The curriculum culminated with the
evaluation of grant proposals from
eight local organizations. The students
had to determine how the money
should be disbursed based on proposals and site visits. Organizations that
received charitable grants included
Five Acres, Foothill Family Service,
Frostig Center, Hathaway-Sycamores
Child and Family Services, Hillsides,
Kidspace Children’s Museum, Caltech
Classroom Connections, and Union
Station Homeless Services.
PISF member Kristin Brisbois ’11
observed, “When I started this program, I had no idea what a financial
grant was or a foundation. So it really opened my eyes to what happens
behind the scenes, what charities go
through, how each little bit of money
has a big impact on people.”

From site visits to meetings with
accountants, the members of PISF get
exposure and experience that comes
from moving beyond the Prep campus
and engaging the broader community.
Both sides of Prep’s gates experience
real change in the process.

Athletic Council on Leadership
Longtime Director of Athletics Alex
Rivera found similar inspiration last
year and established the Athletic
Council on Leadership (ACL) with the
belief that sports are a powerful way to
make change, and that Prep athletes

ACL members volunteer at Special Olympics.

could be a valuable source of mentorship and service. The kick-off celebration at Brookside Golf Course last June
included inspiring speeches by alums
Jeff Crawford ’86, Tina Fejtek ’87, and
Brandon Valvo ’84.
The council’s three main initiatives
established by Mr. Rivera include creating spirit in the community of athletes
and encouraging more student body
support at games, providing a platform for hearing the voice of student
athletes, and most importantly getting
our athletes out into the community.
According to Mr. Rivera, “it’s all about
helping outside of our community.”

He envisions every team at Prep involving themselves in some service activity
during their season.
Students are the central members
of the council and must go through
an application process. This first year,
21 students were accepted in grades
10-12. Meeting once a month they
engaged with a group of mentors
including teachers Glen Beattie, Julie
Jaime, Kenny Fisher, as well as others,
to organize events in support of their
goals. The first year was a huge success as council members helped run
the Special Olympics Track and Field
event held at San Marino High School
on March 20. And then again at the
Special Olympics held at Brentwood
School on April 19. With this experience, the ACL is making plans to hold
a Special Olympics event at Prep next
year. Alex Rivera comments, “I only see
it getting better and better.”

Local and Global
Service Learning
The community service program is
an important part of every student’s
experience, and shapes the concluding
weeks of school for seniors about to
graduate. Addressing clear social needs
will remain central to the program’s
organization, but new connections
between community service and classroom learning are being made. The
integration of class curriculum and
community service is often referred to
as service learning; this issue’s alumni
profile provides a perfect example, as
USC integrates the teaching of clinical dental skills with providing care to
the homeless population at the Union
Rescue Mission.
Science teacher Joe Maggio has
similar hopes for his biology class. He
wants to interface with local organizations such as Heal the Bay, Friends of
the LA River, and other LA ecological
foundations to enhance his science
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Joe Maggio brings his photograph of jellyfish back to biology class.
curriculum, get students involved in
ecological service, and explore the
uniqueness of the LA basin.
The service learning model can
also be taken beyond our local community. This past summer, Mr. Maggio
traveled to Nicaragua with Spanish
teacher Manny Nuñez. They scouted
locations for a future Global Studies
program. Having brought Nicaragua
to Prep through photography and
keynote presentations on tropical
ecosystems, the future hope is that
Prep students will have the opportunity
to make their way to Nicaragua. With
committed faculty and initial plans in
place, rich and rewarding service learning opportunities will hopefully be
launched both locally and abroad.
It is an exciting time when one gets
to add new layers to one’s depth. For
Flintridge Prep, engaging the outer
world in more intentional ways is a
ready and welcome addition to who

Middle School community service at
Pasadena Union Station
we are. Metaphorically described as
“sunshine” by Peter Bachmann in this
issue’s letter, we imagine benefiting
from its warmth. He suggested that
our students need both “cellaring”
and “sunshine,” and it is time to move
toward a little more light, now that we
have the cellar at a perfect temperature.
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Take Note
Folio Receives NCTE Award

P

rep’s literary magazine, Folio, received a prestigious
award from The National Council for Teachers of English.
Acknowledged for its outstanding quality, Folio ranked
as “Superior” and was nominated for the highest award.
Among the 498 magazines entered in the competition, Folio
placed in the top six. Congratulations to the publication
staff, in particular Taylor Haney ’08, Anna Badalian ’08,
and Amanda Manker ’08, as well as graphic design mentor
Margi Denton and faculty supervisor Mike Miley for their
outstanding work, and to the students and alums whose art
and writing are represented.

Herskind Named
Coach of the Year

B oys’ Cross Country Coach, Ingrid

Herskind, was named “Coach of the Year”
by Glendale News Press. Leading her
runners to the CIF finals for the past 14
years Herskind has developed a powerful
program, and this year her commitment
and excellence gained her recognition.
Congratulations!

Dylan Yamamoto
Considers Character

I

Jette Musicians
Sisters Carina ’09 and Akie ’10 Jette are leaders among local youth
classical musicians. Flutist Carina ’09 was selected as a semifinalist in
the 21st Annual Music Center Spotlight Awards in Los Angeles in the
classical instrumental category. A member of the Pasadena Young Musicians Orchestra (PYMO), Carina has been principal flute for the past
three years. Sister, Akie ’10 won the PYMO solo violin competition and
was the soloist for the orchestra on February 22 in Sexson Auditorium at
PCC. Akie is concertmaster for Prep’s orchestra, as well as for the PYMO.

n early March, Dylan Yamamoto ’09 took
first place in the English-Speaking Union’s
Shakespeare Essay Competition for Los
Angeles County. Writing on Shakespeare’s
Othello, Dylan constructed a close character
analysis of devilish Iago, arguing that Iago’s
behavior is distinctly born from a complete
moral depravity.

On&Off Campus
Rebel With A Cause

On the evening of March 21, the

Flintridge Prep Benefit Rebel With A Cause
raised $158,000 for Prep Athletics. Held
at the Universal Studios Hollywood Globe
Theater, the night began with a red carpet
entrance. Students played the role of paparazzi while guests filled a studio set Main
Street, where tables full of silent auction
items were perused. Large white globes lit
up the outdoor space as cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres were enjoyed over conversation
with colleagues and friends.
The evening then moved inside, where
elegant tables with tall centerpieces of
white flowers filled the space, which was
flanked by two large screens featuring Prep
athletes. A delicious dinner buffet was
enjoyed while the Rebel Cheer and Dance
Team performed some of their award winning routines. Peter Bachmann welcomed
everyone and Tom Fry acted as Master of
Ceremonies. Prep’s Comedy Sportz Team
supplied highly engaging and unpredictable entertainment, which was followed by
a live auction.
Among the evening’s festivities was
the recognition of P.R.E.P. Award winners
Martha and Michael Brown for the tremendous energy, inspiration, and love they give
the Prep community. The same level of
inspiration and commitment was exhibited
by benefit co-chairs, Connie Campbell and
Melissa Gerard, whose creativity fashioned
the event. What a success! Thank you.

Kirk and Connie Campbell and Melissa and
Mark Gerard.
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Morgan ’10, Michael,
and Martha Brown.
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Students eat a snack after donating blood to the City of Hope Hospital.

Leo Club Blood Drive
From left to right they are Charlie Kennedy ’10, Keenan Buchanan ’10,
Jeff DeFond ’10, and Dyllan Fernandez ’10.

Comedy Sportz Enters Big Leagues

Prep’s Comedy Sportz team took first place in the “March Madness”

The April Blood Drive was a success. Leo Club Blood Drive

Commissioner Frances McCloskey organized a successful event,
partnering with the City of Hope Hospital. Out of the 60 people
who volunteered donations, 38 total pints were collected which was
more than the projected goal.

tournament sponsored by Comedy Sportz in Hollywood. The four
person team, comprised of Keenan Buchanan ’10, Jeff DeFond ’10,
Dyllan Fernandez ’10, and Charlie Kennedy ’10 defeated 75 other
Southern California Schools to secure the tournament title. On
April 18, the team beat Chaminade, advancing them to the Comedy Sportz’s 20th anniversary show, and college level competition.

Dennis Prager, Well-Known
Radio Talk-Show Host Delivers
Speech on Happiness

W

ell-known radio talkshow host Dennis Prager
came to campus on April 7
and delivered a speech on
the topic of happiness. Sponsored by the Prep Republican
Club, Mr. Prager came early
to engage with club members in the Alumni House
before addressing the upper
school community in Norris
Auditorium.
He began his talk
with the claim that “happiness is a moral obligation.” In other
words, your bad mood is not something that other people should
have to manage. He also suggested that “how you act shapes how
you feel” and therefore “actions are infinitely more important than
feelings.”
Some of his points drew strong reactions from students and
teachers who were able to ask questions and state responses at the
end of his speech. Mr. Prager provided a thought provoking assembly that kept Prep talking long after its conclusion.

Ambassador Ronald Neumann

F

ormer United States Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, Ronald E. Neumann, captured the attention of the
Prep community with his visit on February 18 in Norris Auditorium.
Having worked in foreign service for the last 37 years, Mr. Neumann
spoke about his experiences as diplomat and policy maker, which
have taken him from Algeria, Bahrain, and Iraq, to his last position
in Afghanistan.
He characterized the situation as abundantly complex,
acknowledging the complications presented by the border areas
between Afghanistan and Pakistan. “Winning” this war, Neumann
suggested, means at minimum helping build a government that has
the support of a majority of the population.
Students were given time to ask questions at the end of his
speech. The questions belied concern over the US presence in the
region, and the accuracy of media portrayals of the conditions in
Afghanistan. Smart and concise, the students made excellent use of
their opportunity to engage Ambassador Neumann’s expertise. The
assembly was a remarkable experience for the entire Prep community, bringing what often feels so far away right to campus.
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Science Fair

The Annual Prep Science Fair transformed the Crawford Family
Gymnasium March 19-20 with displays of over 120 projects. The
following students were recognized for their exceptional work.

Middle School
Best of Fair
Jack Bouchard ’13: Design Variations of Modern Golf Balls.
First Place in Sports and Games
Savannah Hart ’13: The Effect of Hand and Eye Dominance
on Accuracy of Shooting a Basketball.
First Place in Psychology
Annie Lowery ’13: If You Can Raed Tihs, Cntionue...
How Context Affects the Ability to Read Jumbled Words.
First Place in Biology
Casey Cousineau ’13: How Will You React?

Back: Jack Bouchard ’13; Middle: Scott Tsangeos ’14, Ethan Vandeventer
’14, Savannah Hart ’13 and Front: Quinn Schwab ’14.

First Place in Physics, Math, and Earth Science
Connor O’Malley ’14: Hero’s Fountain: How It Works.

Upper School
Best of Fair
Sarah Waliany ’09: Role of Darpp-32 in Reversing
Herceptin-Resistance Induced by t-Darpp on Her-2 Positive
Breast Tumor Cells.
First Place
Dot Silverman ’10: Effects of Calcium and Calcitrol on
Plasmodial Shuttle Streaming in P. polycephalum.
Alex Blaine ’14, Hayley Carter ’13, Sam Boutin ’13, Casey Cousineau ’13.

Danny O’Leary ’10, Elise Partos ’11, Sarah Waliany ’09, Brooke Elby ’11,
Jackson McHenry ’11, Dot Silverman ’10.

Annie Lowery ’13

Connor O’Malley ’14
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Spotlight

Winter Play

“Book of Days”
Directed by Rob Lewis, the winter play Book of Days was performed
by two alternating casts December 11-13 in Norris Auditorium.
Written by Pulitzer Prize winning playwright, Lanford Wilson,
the play navigates the social and ethical expectations of a small
town after a crime triggers an atmosphere of speculation and
self-reflection.

Spring Musical

“The Music Man”
The spring musical The Music Man, written by Meredith Willson, took the Norris
Auditorium stage March 12-15. The cast
of over 30 performers led the audience
on a colorful ride. Directed by Rob Lewis,
who worked with two alternating casts, the
production proved a huge success. From the
dramatic light design provided by Dr. Robert
Parker to the swirling, layered choreography
arranged by Caterina Mercante and Hilary
Thomas, all the elements combined for a
stunning performance. And then, of course,
there was the music, both vocal and instrumental directed by Steve Hill. Well done!
Actress Shirley Jones made a surprise
appearance at the Saturday night performance. Famous for her starring role as
Marian in the 1962 feature film of the
musical, she graciously greeted the audience and congratulated Prep’s cast for their
outstanding production.

Student Choreography Showcase
On January 14, students in grades 7–12 participated in the
winter Dance Performance in Norris Auditorium. Directed
and produced by Caterina Mercante and Hilary Thomas,
students choreographed all 14 routines showcasing a broad
range of style, talent, and creativity.

Replay
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BASKETBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Boys’ Varsity. With a successful win-loss
record of 18-7, Coach Garrett Ohara’s
boys’ basketball team once again became
the undefeated Prep League Champs
(8-0). Despite a slow start (1-3) due to
tough scheduling in preparation for league
and playoffs, the team reasserted their
League status. The team had key wins
against Crescenta Valley and Walnut, both
of which have enrollments of nearly 3000
students. All-CIF first team, Edmund Chow
’10, succeeded as both the League MVP
and team MVP. Kenyatta Smith ’11 and
Jonathan Woo ’10 were selected first team
All-League, while Aaron Fried ’09 and Nick
Ostiller ’10 were selected second team
All-League. Fried was recognized with the
Coach’s Award and Ostiller received the
Most Inspirational Award. Kory Hamane
’12 had a sensational first season, and Chris
Cynn ’10 is looking forward to contributing
next year after a season-long wrist injury.
The team members eagerly anticipate a trip
to China August 5–15 where they will play
two games in Beijing and two in Shanghai.

Boys’ Junior Varsity. With several freshmen
and sophomores new to the game, the
boys’ JV basketball team was young and
inexperienced, but they showed determination and character with an overall record
of 8-16 (3-5 in League). The season was
marred by injuries to the top players, but
they fought through it and made dramatic
improvements. Their win against Poly was
their highpoint. Although starting slow
during the first half, they came together
during the intermission and stifled Poly in
the second, winning the game on

a last-second shot. The Most Valuable
Player went to Kyle McDonald ’11. Phillip
Montoya ’10 received the Coach’s Award,
and Jordan Whaley ’11 was named Most
Inspirational Player. Next season will be
met with high hopes as some promising
eighth graders join the roster.
Girls’ Varsity. The Rebel girls’ Varsity basketball team finished the year 15-12 overall,
and was 8-4 and 3rd place in the Prep
League, snapping a streak of 7 straight
years winning the League Championship.

Middle school winter sport reports will
appear in the next issue of PrepTalk.
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Nevertheless, the team had a successful
season, reaching the quarterfinals of the
Division VAA playoffs. The Rebels defeated
Woodcrest Christian in the first round
and Cantwell Sacred Heart in the second,
but lost to eventual section champion
St. Joseph of Santa Maria. Led by captains
Megan Musashi ’10, Alina Khodadian ’09,
and Jackie Reyes ’09, the Rebels bonded
as a team and were playing their best
basketball at the end of the season. Megan
Musashi and Deanna Watson ’10 were
named first team All-League and Khodadian was named second team All-League.
With 3 starters and 8 players returning, the
team should be in contention for a League
championship and a deep run in the playoffs again next year.

Girls’ Junior Varsity. Having completed a
7-10 season overall and 6-6 in League, the
girls’ JV basketball team improved dramatically over the course of the season. After
scoring only 12 and 9 points in their first
two games, they proceeded to average
20 points per game. Although they lost a
home game 20-25 to Westridge in overtime, the team had an impressive comeback of 32-25 in the next game. Emani
Holyfield ’11 was a major contributor to
the win, scoring 18 points. Emani averaged 8 points per game throughout the
season. Shelly Kim ’11 was an exceptional
floor leader, who wanted to be on the floor
every second even when she was exhausted
and injured. Katharine Schwab ’11 and
Alicia Dewell ’11 brought great spirit and
a strong attitude every day. Aggressive and
intense, Diana Liu ’12 improved tremen-

dously throughout the season. Serendi
Lau ’12, Jamie Wipf ’12, Haven Linka ’12,
and Kimberly Kim ’12 learned a complicated defensive system and adjusted well to
the high school game. They were a great
defensive team that developed an effective
offense over the season, which will be a key
to their success next year.

SOCCER
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity soccer team
was in the playoff hunt up until the last
game of the season. After a tough pre-season schedule, they finished with a 1-10-4
overall and a 1-3-2 in League. Defensive
leaders included Fuad Beshir ’09, who also
received the Coach’s Award, and Alex Bates
’11, who was named MVP and first team
All-League. Offensive leaders included
Vansh Talwar ’10, and two second team
All-League players, Riley Wasson ’11, and
Drew Edwards ’10. JT Treadwell ’09 took
the Midfielder MVP, and Jacob Steenwyk
’11 was named Defensive MVP. Most Improved went to Chris Davis ’10. With many
top players returning next season, coach
Esteban Chavez expects a strong team with
positive leadership.
Boys’ Junior Varsity. After a slow start, the
boys’ JV soccer team came together and finished as League champions with 5 wins and
3 ties. With an overall record of 7-6-4, the
Rebel’s responded well to challenge, elevating their game and fighting hard in every
match. Tyler Shum ’12 was named Most
Improved, while Jesse Redding ’11 took
home the Coach’s Award. Defensive Player
was awarded to Robbie Bierman ’11 and
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Poly, Westridge, and Webb, and revenged
an earlier 1-0 defeat by Mayfield, shutting
them out 2-0. The only other blemish on
their record was a tie and loss to Chadwick.
The season culminated with the JV awards
party. Sydney Golombek ’11 received Outstanding Offensive Player, Katrina Boyd ’12
received Outstanding Midfielder, and Kate
Woolley ’12 received Outstanding Defender. Most Improved was Mari Paulsen ’12,
and Sami Harper ’12 received the Coach’s
Award. The team was coached by Ms. Riehl,
assisted by Mr. G. Beattie, and managed by
Vicki Ballagh ’09.

Offensive Player went to Ben Golombek
’11. Coach Steve Oderkirk commented
that assistant coach and alum, Giovanni
Boschetti ’90, “was a tremendous help and
the team really liked having him.” Overall,
he said, “the team was a great group of guys
and it was a pleasure coaching them.”
Girls’ Varsity. Starting off the year with a new
head coach, Esteban Chavez, and many
new faces on the field, the girls’ Varsity
soccer team quickly adapted to the changes
and had a great season. Winning 4 of their
first 5 matches in League season, and ending with 2 ties, the Rebels were back in the
playoffs with an 8-8-1 record and played
one of the best games of the year against
MLK High School. Freshman Goalie
Stephanie Bathke ’12 played her best game
while making 22 saves to keep her team in
the hunt for a victory. Sophomores Brooke
Elby ’11 and Alina Okamoto ’11 combined
for a great goal to start the second half
and gave the Rebels the lead. That lead
lasted for about 20 minutes until MLK tied
the game on a corner kick, which sent the
game into overtime. Bathke made superior
saves to give her team a chance, but with
8 minutes to go in the extra session, MLK
scored to win the game. The season’s stand
out players include Okamoto and Elby,
who carried the team offensively scoring
over 70% of the goals, and Bathke, who
made some great saves early in the year.
The defensive unit as a whole played well,
allowing only 7 goals in 10 league matches.
The defense included Kaitlin French ’10,
Kristen McAleenan ’09, Connell Studenmund ’12, and Kate Lyon ’12. The seniors
were exceptional leaders both on and off
the field and will be greatly missed.

Girls’ Junior Varsity. The scrimmage against
Burbank High School was a portent of
great things to come. Bullied around the
field last year by a bigger more aggressive
Bulldog squad, the Rebels came out and
ran through, around, and over Burbank’s
JVs for a 3-1 victory. Paramount in the victory was Arielle Baptiste ’12 (who was soon
snapped up by the Varsity) and Katrina
Boyd ’12. However, in the following game,
Flintridge Sacred Heart rained on the
Rebel parade with a 6-1 walloping. The
Rebels were 8-5-1 for the season. Their
8 wins were more than the total wins for
the last two seasons, while a 7-2-1 Prep
League record had the Rebels fighting
for the League championship into the
last week of the season. The Rebels swept

WATER POLO
Girls’ Varsity. Although there is still work to
be done to catch up with the elite teams
in the League, the girls’ water polo team
showed significant improvement over last
year’s season with a win-loss score of 6-11
(2-10 in League). Patricia McGown ’10
received first team All-League honors
as well as the team MVP award. Hannah
Polack ’10 was recognized for her work in
two meters with second team All-League
honors, and Sally Suzuki ’09 and Morgan
Marmaro ’09 received the Players and
Coach’s Awards. The future looks optimistic for girls’ water polo, returning both
All-League performers as well as starters
Janice Park ’10 and Evie Bettman ’11.
— Celeste McMillin
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Alumni Profile
Taking Care to Cultivate Community
Niel Nathason ’68
healthcare, including specialty
Niel Nathason ’68 is from the
care and dentures, for most of
“indoor pool days,” when a plunge
our patients. That allows people
in the pool was followed by a jam
to change their self-images and
session around the upright piano
go through their rehabilitation
in the senior lounge. The Beatles
programs with confidence. It is
had just released “Sgt. Pepper’s
hard to dress somebody up and
Lonely Hearts Club Band” and
send them to an interview when
The Door’s “Light My Fire” was
they don’t feel good about themone of the top songs of the year.
selves. We help to change the way
The peace sign had been deterpeople feel.”
mined anti-American by headProviding $2 million a
master Leroy Smith, and generayear in dental care, the clinic’s
tional differences were becoming
effect on the URM community is
heightened. In particular, Niel
remarkable. Likewise, its effect on
remembers what he refers to as
USC’s dental students is signifi“the hair wars.” These were fought After being displaced by hurricane Katrina, the patient with Niel
above received care at the USC-URM clinic.
cant. Through their experience
mainly with Coach Bradley and
students have really “changed atCoach Wood. Hair was not to be
titudes about homelessness, philanthropy,
grown past the collar, and this was a little
Although Niel works four days a week
and professional responsibility,” says Niel.
tough for Niel to maintain; today he keeps
at USC, he and his wife, Margaret Banez,
“I really see the advantage of working in
his hair in a long pony tail.
an administrative law judge, live in Carlsthe community.”
Although it was a time of testing tradi- bad. Classmates of Niel’s may remember
This model of community outreach
tional boundaries and expectations, Niel
the sailing trips his family would take, and
does not just apply to Niel’s professional
claims he did his best learning at Prep.
Niel now has his own boat and loves living
life. For the last ten years, he and his
He says, “college was easy for me because
near the ocean. With cell phones, comsons, Jesse and Jaymie, have been taking a
of Flintridge. It is where I learned how to
puters, and a shortened work week, Niel
yearly trip to Mexico on what Niel refers
write properly and convincingly.” Niel also
manages the distance. Skipping the hassle
to as “ the Christmas train.” It started with
remembers Spanish teacher Phillip Acosta
and irritation of traffic, he often takes the
handing out candy canes to kids along the
as an especially positive presence who
train and stays with his cousin who lives in
40 mile train route between Jacumba and
instilled a love of Spanish.
Pasadena.
Tecate. Now, because of his sons’ fundraisNow, as Assistant Dean of Community
The projects Niel has worked on
ing efforts, school supplies, toys, and over
Health Programs at USC’s School of Densince starting his career at USC include
500 toothbrushes are distributed along
tistry, both the ability to write persuasively
securing a contract with the county to
with the candy canes.
and speak a second language have become work with HIV/AIDS patients, expanding
Niel still loves playing music, especialcentral to Niel’s work. Fundraising for
mobile services by providing better vehily blues. He was in Portland, OR recently
programs involves continuous grant writcles that can go to more places, including
and met up with classmate Hugh Fredricks
ing and he uses Spanish daily, providing
areas of Mexico, and helping launch the
’68, who played harmonica in the band
resources for underserved populations in
Dental Brigades, an international service
they had while at Prep; they reminisced
and around LA.
program. Niel’s most ambitious endeavor
playing in Niel’s basement. A sense of gratAfter receiving a master’s degree in
started when his department received
itude toward his mother for her exceeding
Public Health from UCLA, Niel reluctantly a call from the Union Rescue Mission
tolerance rose out of this memory. In fact,
traded allegiances when he accepted a job
in downtown Los Angeles. The need for
Niel emotes an energy of gratitude about
to expand USC’s community dental program. dental care was overwhelming, and would
many of his past and current experiences.
For the last 20 years, Niel has created
USC be interested in providing services
He is thankful for what he received at Prep
opportunities for USC dental students to
for the homeless women, men, and chilas a student, and he is thankful for the
serve and learn in the greater LA comdren in its rehabilitation programs.
work he is doing now with USC. “I’ve been
munity. His oldest son Jesse also joined
According to Niel, “Prior to our
blessed with a pretty easy life” he says, “and
the Trojan community and is currently a
opening the clinic in May of 2000, there
I thought I should give back.” There is no
senior looking forward to graduation.
were only two dental chairs in Skid Row
doubt, he is doing just that.
— mainly for extractions. The USC-URM
— Anne Wullschlager
Dental Clinic provides comprehensive oral

Alumni News
1949

Bob Gustafson worked as an
Orthopedic Surgeon in Pasadena
from 1967–1994 and was a member of the teaching staff at USC
from 1964–1994. Upon retirement
Bob moved to Olympia, Washington. He has three grandchildren;
Braden, 7, Quin, 5, and Chapin,
2, and enjoys golf, travel, and
gardening.

1954

55th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
June 26–28, 2009

1958

Bill Stork continues to teach
advanced mathematics in Hong
Kong. He was recently asked by
Yale to be the Regional Director
for Asia for their new Yale Day of
Service, an opportunity for Yale
alums worldwide, on a given day,
to be involved in service to their
local community. This year the
Yale Day of Service will be May
16. He is actively recruiting Yalies
throughout Asia to spearhead this
wonderful event.
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John and a dozen folks over for
dinner at his apartment in Falls
Church with its million dollar view
of the capitol. It was there that
he met Allen, a friend of Barak
Obama. John states, “I hold dear
a whole raft of politically incorrect
opinions and have some strongly
held beliefs pertaining to federal
involvement in the automotive industry. I saw my chance to impact
the future course of civilization.
The logic of my positions is so
compelling from my perspective
that I felt confident that I would
win over my interlocutor and that
he would carry my private agenda
to the highest placed set of ears
in the government. What finally
convinced me that I hit my mark
and that I am going to impact
the tide of history is that Allen
asked me if I wanted tickets to
the upcoming Inaugural Ball.”
So, on January 20, 2009, he was
only a few yards from Barak and
Michelle Obama as they danced
their first dance as President and
First Lady.

1968

1959 & 1960

50th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
October 9&10, 2009

1964

John McEntyre “Just moved
back to Oakland, between calls
— Jordan is a public defender
in New Orleans, Jed is married and teaching high school
biology in Ventura, and Shona
works with Katz Clear Channel in
Los Angeles… I see my brother
Tommy now and then who is in
Alameda… check out my wife’s
poetry books on Amazon… call if
you need a pastor… love to everyone…especially Eric, Fritz,
Sydney, and John Walter…
what happened to Stephen
Satterlee????”

1968

John Bleimaier enjoys his
classic cars and living on an old
farm in the rolling hills of western
New Jersey. His old friend from
law school, Washington power
attorney Andrew Ridley, invited

1969

Mike Fosdick retired from
teaching biology and outdoor
education to high school students. He now spends his summers as a crew chief for a hot air
balloon company in Steamboat
Springs, CO and his winters as
courtesy Ski Patrol at Steamboat
ski area.
Bill Monning was elected
to the California State Assembly,
27th AD, on November 4, 2008.
Bill took office on December 1,
representing parts of Monterey,
Santa Cruz, and Santa Clara counties. His new position requires
that he take leave from his teaching posts as professor of international negotiation and conflict

Listen up!
Here’s how IRA rollovers
are done.
If you are age 70 1/2 or older —
you can make a tax-free
charitable gift from your IRA
to Prep.
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 permits
taxpayers age 701/2+ to make direct distributions
from a traditional or Roth IRA to a non-profit
organization, such as Flintridge Prep, while excluding the distribution from their gross income. The
law was extended this past October and is in effect
through December 31, 2009. The maximum distribution allowed is $100,000 per taxpayer per year.
Please consider making a charitable IRA
rollover to Prep. Consult your tax advisor about
how a charitable gift from your IRA will impact
you. Your gift can make a difference to Flintridge
Prep and make a difference in your taxes!
For more information about a charitable
IRA rollover or other ways to help secure Prep’s
future, please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of
Development, at (818) 949-5524 or by email:
yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

n
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n

Interest rates keep going down.

Don’t let your income dwindle. . .
earn more with a charitable gift annuity!
A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the
rest of your life, offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and
also support Flintridge Prep. Gift annuities can be created
with cash, securities or real estate. Payment rates are
based on age. Below are a few examples of our guaranteed annual payment rates*:
Rates for an Individual
	Two Lives – Joint and Survivor
				
Age
Rate
Younger
Older
Rate
65
5.3%
65
66-70
5.0%
68
5.5%
68
71-74
5.2%
70
5.7%
70
72-75
5.3%
73
6.0%
73
77-79
5.6%
75
6.3%
75
80-81
5.8%
78
6.7%
78
80-81
6.0%
80
7.1%
80
85-86
6.5%
83
7.7%
83
85-86
6.8%
85
8.1%
85
88
7.3%
88
9.8%
88
88
7.7%

For more information, please contact Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at (818) 949-5524
or by email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
*Rates in effect through June 30, 2009.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

resolution at the Monterey
Institute of International Studies and the Monterey College of
Law. In office, Bill will pursue the
introduction of negotiation and
conflict resolution training in K-12
education as well as fundamental
campaign finance and electoral
reform. Bill’s wife, Dana Kent,
continues to work as a physician
for the Monterey County Health
Department. Their daughters,
Laura and Alexandra, are pursuing active professional lives in the
San Francisco Bay Area.

1971

Brian Bean’s sheep ranching
outfit, Lava Lake Land & Livestock, just received the Forest
Service National Award for Outstanding Achievement in Rangeland Management and Rangeland

Research and Development
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
The Lava Lake team has worked
diligently for a decade to improve
range conditions on the ranch,
which consists of approximately
24,000 acres of deeded lands and
800,000 acres of federal and State
of Idaho grazing permits and
leases. For a history of the ranch,
a description of their conservation efforts — and some great
photos! — see the website: www.
lavalakelamb.com.

1972

Casey Mangan shares,
“Happy New Year! Last November I was elected to the Board
of Directors of the International
Trademark Association (INTA) for
a three-year term beginning in
January 2009. See www.inta.org.

I was named a recipient of the
INTA Volunteer Service Award
in 2007 for the advancement of
subcommittee objectives. From
the INTA website: ’This past year,
Casey has dedicated himself to
the Leadership Transition Project
Team of the Leadership Development Subcommittee, and has laid
the foundation for an online communication tool that will improve
the efficiency of the dialogue
within and among committees
and staff, and enhance their
overall operation and participation.’ Annually, since 2001, I have
co-authored a chapter on trademark law in the treatise Successful
Partnering Between Inside and
Outside Counsel, published by
West Publishing and the Association of Corporate Counsel.”

1974

Todd Noia was married in July
2008 to Stephanie Zmach. Todd
is an Executive Vice President at
Comerica Bank in Commercial
Real Estate and his new wife
Stephanie works as an investment
advisor at Credit Suisse. They
continue to live in Brentwood.
Todd and Stephanie enjoy traveling and biking together, and
spent their honeymoon in the
Italian Lakes area of Italy.

1974

1976

Ross Isaacs has worked at
small medical clinics in Appalachia for the last decade with
a group called Remote Area
Medical. Providing free care for
the underserved, Ross says, “it’s
like doctors without borders only
within our own borders.” The
relief work he has done with this
group has earned him an appearance on NPR, and last year he
was on 60 Minutes for a clinic in
Knoxville, TN. You can find the
interview on the RAM website
which is www.ramusa.org. Last
summer he left his position at

UVA’s medical school to work at a
rural community health center in
order to focus more of his career
on the underserved. He says, “It
is not all so serious, as most of
these patients are wonderful and
fun to care for and the clinics are
more of a MASH atmosphere . . .
but without the military presence.” The best way to contact
Ross is via email (rbi9u@yahoo.
com). He offers, “Any students,
alumni, or whoever that wants to
come to our huge mega-clinics
are more than welcome, just have
them contact me.”

1980

Jim Waddell attended the
OC/SD reception at the Balboa
Bay Club. He is now in his 26th
year with the Orange County Fire
Authority. Emerald Bay Service
District has him administrating
the Emergency Services for their
private community but he also
gets to respond to all 911 calls.
Jim graduated from Whittier
College in 1985. He is happily
married to Janine, and their
son James attends El Toro High
School as a freshman.

1983

Elaine Ahumada has a
doctorate in Public Administration and is the Dean at California
Baptist University in Riverside. Her
husband, Adrian Stevens, works
as the campaign manager for
Cal State University, San Bernardino, College of Education. They
have a daughter, Ari, and live in
Pomona. When they are not working they love to travel, entertain,
and spend time with family and
friends.

1984

Mary-Kate Stoever has been
traveling the country for the last
year on a vegetable oil powered
bus making a documentary film
with an emphasis on politics,
protest, and sustainability. She
covered both the Democratic and
Republican National Conventions,
spent time with the Lakota on the
Pine Ridge Reservation, and more
recently visited Slab City in California. Her work is published on
her blog at http://hot-and-fresh.
blogspot.com, as well as with
Mobile Broadcast News, Free
Speech TV, and occasionally The

1990
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Huffington Post. She is working
on putting together a monthly
magazine-style news show to be
aired on Free Speech TV via the
Dish Network.

1986

Roger Baker shares, “After a
couple years flipping houses in
New Jersey, the economic climate
proved too challenging, so I recently returned to my ’roots’ and
accepted a position with Cubist
Media Group in Philadelphia as
their Director of Business Development. Cubist has a number of
competencies from e-learning to
DVD/Blu-ray development, so it
should be a challenging position.
I’d be interested in connecting
with other East Coast alumni and
may be contacted at rbaker@
cubistmediagroup.com.”

1989

Mike Coffey “just got married
in 2005 to a wonderful woman
from Tennessee. I completed my
Masters program in Psychology
at Antioch University – Seattle,
in 2007. My focus at Antioch
was Child, Couple, and Family
Therapy. I am currently working as
an In-Home Service Family Counselor at Youth Villages located in
Chattanooga, TN.”
Stephen Proulx lives
in Santa Barbara with his wife,
Shannon, and their four year old
daughter, Sabrina, who already
wants to learn how to surf. Steve
is an assistant professor in the
Ecology, Evolution, and Marine
Biology Department at UCSB and
is considering re-piercing his ear.
Amy Ning Rimkus and her
husband, Rick, welcomed their
first child, Ethan, into the world
on February 5, 2009.

1989

	Taneka Shehee would like
to tell everyone hello and that she
is still painting. You can view her
artwork or contact her at www.
TanekaDianne.com.

Charles Specht and his wife,
Dana, recently moved to Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho with their children,
Alyssa and Joey (pictured below).

1989

1990

Amy Moran Compton is
pleased to announce the arrival
of her second child, Maximum
Matthew Compton, born July 26,
2008 at 1:30am. “Weighing in at
8 lbs 2 oz with unusually large
biceps, Max’s big sister McKenzie
has declared she just can’t stop
loving him.... which pretty much
says it all” (see below).

1990

my AICI affiliation to help girls
build positive self esteem through
image workshops. I can’t think of
a more rewarding job!” (Please
see picture above of Stasia and
her family.)
Simon Manoucherian
emailed to say, “Our twin boys
finally joined us on December 21,
2008. Nshan Jora Manoucherian
was born 17 inches long and
weighed in at 4 lbs. 10 oz. Raffi
Hrair Manoucherian was 16.5
inches and 4 lbs. 8 oz. Both boys
are doing great and have gained
well over 2 lbs. each in the past
month or so. Their mama (Ivy) is
also doing well, and both she and
I are sleep-deprived, but couldn’t
be happier. I have already reconnected with many old classmates
via, of all things, Facebook, so I can
be found that way or, anyone who
wants to contact me can also try
smanoucherian@sbcglobal.net.”

to the family. We welcomed our
first child, Kathryn Emma, on June
12 at 7:05 pm! She is everything
that we could have hoped for,
and like all new parents, we are
convinced that she is the world’s
most perfect baby! It is a challenge to balance child care with
our jobs, especially since we are
both subject to being called out
at any time, but Kathryn rewards
our efforts on a daily basis with
a never ending supply of giggles
and smiles. I hope all of my
classmates are doing well, and
I invite any of them, or faculty
that may remember me, to contact me at IndyJones73@yahoo.
com or wachtelbornd@pacificapolice.org.”

1991

1991

Stasia Wimmer Ebright
shares, “Just some fun new info
— I obtained a new credential!!
I am a Graduate of The Protocol
School of Washington®, Certified Corporate Etiquette and
International Protocol Consultant, and now offer seminars
in business etiquette, dining,
and international protocol. I am
teaching College and Graduate
Etiquette, Children’s Etiquette,
and Business and Web Etiquette.
I prepare briefings for clients who
travel internationally for business
or pleasure, or who host international guest/clients on cultural
diplomacy and global awareness.
That’s just a fancy way to say,
I teach people how to not be
offensive. It’s fascinating ... and I
am having a blast! I also became
an Associate Member of AICI —
Association Image Consultants
International. I am using my
Fashion Marketing Degree and

Duane Wachtelborn shares,
“In April of 2008 I was promoted
to the rank of Sergeant with my
agency, the Pacifica Police Department. I am the first sergeant
in the department’s history to
work a K9; traditionally, sergeants
with this agency do not work K9’s,
and are asked to retire their K9
partner upon promotion. After a
three year debate, I was allowed
to promote and continue to work
with my partner! As a sergeant, I
am the supervisor in charge of the
patrol units on duty, and responsible for managing crime scenes,
ensuring proper investigations
are conducted, and approving
reports. My K9 partner and I continue to be a part of a regional
SWAT Team, where I sometimes
act as an assistant team leader
during operations. My wife, Heidi,
was recently assigned to the Detective Bureau at her agency, the
San Bruno Police Department.
She specializes in investigating crimes against children and
crimes that involve sexual offenses. We continue to enjoy our
lovely home in Half Moon Bay,
and recently had a new addition

1992

Ella Kim, and her husband,
Charlie, welcomed their first
child, Jackson Johann Kim, on
December 29.

1992

1994

Molly Cobleigh Gildea, and
her husband, Dan, welcomed
their second child on January 16.
His name is Warren, and his big
sister, two year old Tuolumne, is
very pleased with him (so far).

1994
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1995

Orange County/San Diego

Scott Cohen recently became
engaged to his girlfriend of two
years, Julie (no date has been set
yet!). They are also happy to be
completely settled in their Culver
City condo, which they bought in
November. (See below.)

RECEPTION
On a beautiful spring day, alumni
and friends from as far back as ’48
and as recent as ’03 gathered at the
Balboa Bay Club in Newport Beach.
Guests enjoyed viewing archival
pictoral storyboards about the
history of Flintridge Prep along with
a special DVD that was created to
celebrate the school’s 75th Anniversary. A good time was had by all!

Bill Barrington ’49, Bonnie Barrington, and Toby Westbrook ’59

1995

1996
Priscilla Ortiz Aniff ’96, Pat Lieneweg ’93, and Carrie Lieneweg

Darren Frost, and his wife,
Stacie, live in Colorado Springs
with their three daughters, Alexis,
Katie, and Lauren (see below).
Darren works as an IT Manager
for a radiology company.

1996

Janet Lojeski and Michelle Lojeski
Seitz ’92
Christina Woods, Chris Corradini ’03, and Armen Aghajani ’03

Tom Pearson ’97, Lawrence Alderson, Zach Alderson ’04, and
Jim Waddell ’80
Bill “Skip” Steinwedell ’74 and Ross
Fippinger ’99

Josh Newth lives in the
bay area working as a medical
device designer. He recently
launched the website http://
www.furiousindustries.com, which
currently features his “furious
bee,” a little stainless steel model
of a honeybee inspired by time
he spent at his mother’s farm in
New Zealand. A credit card size
piece of steel houses all its parts
that are punched out and then
assembled. Go to the website
and take a look at the industrious
creature. A portion of proceeds
from its sale goes to research on
colony collapse disorder.

1997

Ross Fippinger ’99, Jacqueline Epley ’97, Tom Fry, and Peter
Twist ’99.

Michelle Heeseman moved
back to the Bay Area, bought a
little house in Menlo Park, and is
working as the Associate Director
of Foundation and Corporate
Relations for the Lucile Packard
Foundation at Stanford University.

Doane M. Lowery Society Member
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Peter D. Adams ’54
The Doane M. Lowery Society, created in

a healthy fear of failure. I had to be a

2005, recognizes those in the Prep community

“jack of all trades,” from doing design

who include Prep in their estate plans. Peter

engineering to production, concept to

Adams ’54 is a founding member of the Lowery

selling, finance to collection. I am natu-

Society.

rally a curious person, and Prep taught
me how to organize my thoughts. With

Peter Adams was the “bad boy” of the

the proper training, anyone can manu-

Class of ’54. He didn’t want to be at

facture; my goal was to find ways to add

Prep, and looked upon his time there as

value—to develop unique intellectual

punishment for his poor performance

property.” After running that success-

in public school. Fifty demerits led to

ful business for almost 40 years, and

school. He believes the leadership

expulsion and Peter often had 49; many

also his father’s hardware manufacturing

of Peter Bachmann has created an

demerits were for smoking on campus

business for the last 20 years, Peter was

atmosphere of respect that nurtures

but he was in academic trouble too.

ready for new challenges, so 3 years ago

the students, which is a far cry from his

Demerits were worked off by doing

he sold them both.

time, and has established Prep as one of

gardening or clean up work on campus.

He wanted tangibly to express his

the outstanding schools in the nation.

He also had to report to “night school,”

gratitude for his many blessings and give

Recently, Peter liquidated an IRA

which was study hall in the evenings for

back to his community, so he established

account and rather than pay taxes on the

the boarding students—but he was not

the Adams Legacy Foundation with

distribution, rolled it over to Flintridge

a boarder—he had to return to campus

some of the proceeds from the sale of

Prep and became a founding member of

after dinner at home.

his companies. Its focus is on education

the Lowery Society.

Despite all his troubles at Flintridge

and land conservation. He serves on

Sometimes it takes a while to under-

Prep, he has a soft spot in his heart for

the Boards of The Wildling Art Museum,

stand the gifts we have received. Peter

the school. Though the administration

Land Trust for Santa Barbara County

acknowledges that although he was a

was rigid, disciplinary, and unyielding

and the Keck Institute at CMC, which

bad boy at the time, Flintridge has been

back then, he acknowledges he learned

keeps him near to the mission of the

a part of all the good he has found in

a lot. Peter feels Flintridge is where he

Foundation.

his life.

began to get his act together; he was

Having spent much of his life work-

too immature to know it at the time, but

ing in manufacturing and engineering,

it was Flintridge that helped make him

Peter decided he wanted to do some-

the person he is today.

thing completely different and use the

Peter matriculated to Claremont

other side of his brain. He took courses

McKenna College and shared a room

at Mission: Renaissance Fine Art Studio

with his Prep classmate, Earle Jorgensen.

in La Canada and developed a love for

He realized in college he was better pre-

painting—today he paints mostly en

pared than most of his contemporaries.

plein air near his homes in Santa Barbara

Although collegiate life was interrupted

and Indian Wells.

by 3 years in the Army, he went back

Peter mentioned his painting in the

and graduated with a degree in Business

context that he feels students are well

Economics in 1961.

advised to get the broadest background

Soon after, Peter married his wife

Individuals who take the step to include
Flintridge Prep in their estate plans and notify
the school by June 30, 2009, will be honored
as founding members of the Lowery Society. For
more information, please contact Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at (818) 949-5524 or
yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

possible—study the liberal arts; learn

Becky, had two daughters, and started

to use both sides of their brain—that

a business designing and manufacturing

will lead to more fulfilling and interest-

control systems for heavy-duty vehicles.

ing lives. He believes Flintridge Prep

He says of those years: “I was using

provides a wide-ranging, high quality,

borrowed money and doing things on

and foundational education for students,

a shoestring, but I had a dream and

which is why he continues to support the

The
doane m. lowery
society

A
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ALUMNI NEWS

Alumni
Holiday
Party
On December 28, nearly 300
alumni and friends met at Fred’s
Mexican Café in Old Town Pasadena for the annual Holiday Party.
Classes 1998 and 2003 joined
the festivities after their reunions
which were held on campus.
Photos courtesy of Joe Maggio

A. Monica Woodward ’06,
Andrew Beck ’06, Whitney
Heil ’06, Michelle Corral ’06,
Rachel Geragos ’06, and
Melissa Pearson ’06
B. Meredith Kirchheimer ’06,
Caitlin Barry ’06, Marcy
Manker ’06, Art Stetson,
and Maria Chiu ’06
C. Alison Wehrle ’02 and Josh
Moran ’88
D. Emily Baines ’03 and Melissa
Filbeck ’96
E. Midge Kimble, Katie Corradini
’08, and Leanne Free ’08
F. Milton Davis ’04 and Amy
Gregg ’03
G. Jaimie Smith ’99 and Jenni
Smith ’97
H. Matthew Ghattas ’03 and
Joe Maggio
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1997 continued

Dan "Danny" Klein married his beautiful bride, Brooke
Fenster, on Harbor Island in San
Diego, CA on August 31, 2008
(see below). Fellow Prep alumni in
attendance included classmates
Charley Bush, Mike Liberman, Matt Moran, Ted
Sheets, Andrew Wilson,
Reid Young, and Dylan
Rood ’98.

Chicago Reception
Headmaster Peter Bachmann, Assistant Headmaster Peter Vaughn, Dean of Students Midge
Kimble, and Director of Finance Kim Kinder, met with alumni in Chicago on February 26 at
the Drake Hotel. The gathering drew alumni from Classes of 1947 to 2007.
A

1997

A. Jonathan Wallace ’90,
Helene Wallace, Prescott
Gadd ’03, and Emily
Thompson ’03
B. Kim Kinder, Peter
Bachmann, and
Louanne Holland
(wife of Bill ’47)
C. Eun Hee Han ’99,
Robert Chan ’98, and
Casey Mangan ’72
D. Peter Vaughn and Yasin
Bhanji ’07

B
Lora Kotikian was born in
Michigan on November 28,
2008 to proud parents Sylvia
Anjargolian Kotikian and
her husband, Armond (see photo
on next page). The family just
moved back to the LA area from
Michigan. Sylvia completed her
residency training in Emergency
Medicine and her husband completed his training in Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery. They both
plan on working in the LA area.
Sylvia would love to hear from her
classmates and can be reached at
skotikian@gmail.com.

1997

C

D
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Andrea Mandella recently moved back to Pasadena,
where she is a Realtor at Coldwell
Banker. She can be reached at
Andrea.Mandella@coldwellbanker.com.
Kasey Truman is working in
music supervision at Chop Shop
on shows such as Grey’s Anatomy,
Private Practice, Gossip Girl,
Chuck, Mad Men, Life on Mars,
and the feature film Twilight. She
is also a musician with the band
Deerheart, whose song “Breakdown” was featured on the television show Gossip Girl. Check out
deerheartmusic.com.
Doug Weber married
Haruna You in Fukuoka, Japan on
December 27. Beginning with a
traditional Shinto ceremony the
wedding celebration spanned
multiple days, followed by a
reception at a sake brewing
factory and a mountain retreat.
Flintridge alums in attendance
included classmates Anne
Wullschlager, Steven
Chen ’96, and Josh Newth ’96.

1998

Annie Ferrell Harrington
and her husband, Andrew, recently had their first child! Lucie
Jewell Harrington was born September 13, 2008 at Cedars-Sinai,
where Annie is currently in her
third year of residency in Internal
Medicine. She will be continuing
at Cedars in a fellowship in pulmonary and critical care medicine
beginning in July 2009. (See Annie pictured below with Lucie.)

1998

Class of

1998

C
A

B
D

Classes of 1998 and 2003

REUNIONS
On December 28, the Classes of 1998 and 2003 gathered on campus to celebrate their ten and five year
reunions. Joining the festivities were Headmaster Peter Bachmann and faculty members Lesley Fox,
Vatche Hagopian, Orra Herroon, Sue Hodge, Midge Kimble, Joe Maggio, Rob McLinn, Scott Myers, Alex
Rivera, John Ruch, Irwin Russo, Art Stetson, Reggie Ursettie, and Jacki Williams-Jones. Special thanks to
reunion volunteers, John Seaver ’98, Suzy Allcroft ’03, Tammy Kim ’03, Iris Shim ’03, and Carrie Ting ’03.

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Tamara Hall, Doug Hall ’98, and Jonathan Ng ’98
Robert Chan ’98, Jonathan Ng ’98, Peter Bachmann, and Chris Meador ’98
Hanna Kang Lim ’98, Carla Diran ’98, Jacki Williams-Jones, Noelle Ito ’98, and Lizzie Parks ’98
Amy Shirk ’98, Jeff Miller ’98, Erin Slosser ’98, Carla Diran ’98, and Nick Bonamy ’98
Jason Ander ’03, Katie Kimble ’03, Sarah Watt ’03, Tyler Stutin ’03, Jennifer Kaye ’03, and
Caitlin Kaletsch ’03
F. Peter Bachmann, Emily Luxford ’03, and Cassie Duwe ’03
G. Jasmin Mosley ’03, Anshu Abhat ’03, and Maya Benitez ’03
H. Mary Schneck, Cassie Duwe ’03, Sean Pramov ’03, and Emily Luxford ’03

2003
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Adam Ross ’09

Class of
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Mike Logan and his wife,
Britt Aadnoy, are living and
working in her hometown of
Stavanger, Norway. They just
bought a new house and have
enjoyed trips to Venice and Copenhagen. Before moving back to
Norway, they lived in Houston, TX
for just over a year. Mike enjoyed
reconnecting with classmate
John Seaver who was also in
Houston.
Kris Van Cleave is still living in the nation’s capitol, where
he has been busy at work reporting on the presidential election
and the Inauguration of President
Obama. In June he was awarded
his 5th Regional Emmy Award for
General Assignment Reporter, his
first Emmy in the D.C. area. Kris
was working over the holidays
and was disappointed to have
missed the reunion.
Three years ago, Martha
Wong moved to Milan to get
her Masters in Brand Management at fashion school Istituto
Marangoni. After completing her
studies, she remained in Milan to
work for Gucci. While a student, she went with friends on a
weekend trip to the Italian Riviera,
where she met her husband. They
married last May and now live
in his hometown in the Italian
Riviera (a beautiful place called
“Cinque Terre”), living “la dolce
vita!” The couple is expecting
their first child at the end of
February.

1999

After five years in France,
MacLean Sellars defended
his PhD and is finally headed back
to the States. He will be in Manhattan, working at NYU starting
in March.
Ross Fippinger and Peter
Twist attended Prep’s Alumni
Reception on March 15 at the
Balboa Bay Club. Ross lives in
Newport Beach and is currently
working in outside sales for ADP.
(See picture on page 20.)
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Class of
1954

55

Classes of
1959 and 1960

th

reunion

June 26–28, 2009

Visit Prep at

50

th

reunion

October 9–10, 2009

www.flintridgeprep.org

Alumni Homepage

alumni.flintridgeprep.org

Check out the alumni webpages for alumni news and profiles, photographs, and a calendar of events. Pictures from
past events can be viewed on our Alumni Gallery page (click
Alumni > Photo Gallery), or on our Facebook page, alumni.
flintridgeprep.org/facebook.

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or
by phone, 818.949.5526. You may also use the online Alumni
Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline Epley, Director
of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 4543 Crown
Avenue, La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406.
Email digital images (JPEG or TIF file format, 300 dpi resolution,
size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni
Relations. News and photos may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/
or our alumni web pages, depending on image quality and
space availability.

Exciting News!
Prep is about to launch our very own online community. Look
for its arrival early this summer.

It’s easy.

donate online
supportprep.flintridgeprep.org
Prep now accepts American Express and Discover,
as well as MasterCard and Visa.

2001

Colin Legerton co-wrote
Invisible China: A Journey
Through Ethnic Borderlands, a
travel narrative to be published
in May by Chicago Review Press.
He also produced and did the
translating for Diamond in the
Dunes, a documentary film about
a Chinese-Muslim baseball team,
which should start appearing
in film festivals this summer. In
August, he proposed to his longtime girlfriend Sarah Cassidy (La
Cañada HS ’03), and the two are
living happily in Bloomington,
IN, as he pursues a master’s in
Central Asian Studies at Indiana
University. His email is clegerton@
gmail.com.
Kelly Patchett’s long-time
boyfriend recently proposed on
the same day that he passed the
California Bar Exam. The couple
is planning a small wedding next
fall in Pasadena.

2002

In December 2007, Nisha
Parekh graduated from USC
with a BA and MA in International
Relations. “I just embarked on an
International Fulbright Fellowship
to Brazil, studying an aspect of
Brazilian labor law that potentially
has a significant impact on Brazil’s
large informal labor market, which
is directly related to skewed race/
class relations in this beautiful
country. I also completed my first
public policy project working
for the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund
(MALDEF), studying access of
monolingual and limited English/
Spanish speaking adults to publicly funded mental health care in
L.A. County. The paper produced
from this project will likely be
published shortly. I’m thankful
to Prep faculty and administrators for the excellent education I
received, which has sent me on a
career path with which I am totally
enthralled!”
Crystal Cook Reeck and
her husband, Nicholas, were
“married last August in a ceremony where my sister, Genny
Cook ’05, was the maid of
honor. Brooke Sinclair and
Saro Badalian were both
able to come, and it was very
special for me to have them there

to celebrate the day. (See picture
below.) Since then, Nick and I
have been enjoying a series of
adventures, including climbing
Mts. Rainier, Shasta, and Whitney.
We’ve recently moved to Durham, North Carolina where I’m
pursuing a PhD in Psychology &
Neuroscience at Duke. If anyone
finds themselves in the area, we’d
love to have them visit!”

2002

2003

Nicole Bonoff returned from
a month in Ghana helping run
an exit poll for their presidential
and legislative elections held on
December 7, 2008.
Kristen Chester, Kate
Lawrence, and Jason Ander moved into a lovely apartment in Santa Monica in June
2008. Jason and Kristen work
together at an automotive marketing agency, and Kate works in
post-production. They love being
roommates and are always happy
to have visitors!
Alex Hardt shares, “Living
on St. Croix is good. I purchased
a house on half an acre, have
earned my masters scuba license,
and am enjoying weekends
snorkeling and diving for lobster.
We survived our first class III hurricane, Omar. P.S. my cat’s name is
Hugo — named before coming to
the U.S. Virgin Islands!”
Emily Thompson “enjoyed
her first full year of professional
musical theatre in Chicago,
performing in Little Women,
Les Miserables, Hunchback of
Notre Dame, and The Boys from
Syracuse. She just starred in the
Chicago premier of the musical
Tomorrow Morning, which moved
The Chicago Tribune to label
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her ’a big new talent.’ As a new
member of the Actors
Equity Union she can demand
her rights in at least five different
accents.” (See below.)

ence. Within his studies he is focusing on international relations
and economics with particular
emphasis on micro-finance/
development and global humanitarian aid and philanthropy.

2006

2003

Nikki Baida recently hosted
Prep Alums at her apartment
in Boston’s Back Bay. Joining
the festivities were classmates
Harry Vaughn and Monica
Woodward, as well as Alex
Jacobs ’07 and Landry Allbright ’08. (Pictured below.)

Alex Jacobs recently met
up with other Prep Alums, Nikki
Baida ’06, Harry Vaughn
’06, Monica Woodward ’06,
and Landry Allbright ’08 in
Boston. (See picture in previous
column.)

2008

Landry Allbright recently
met up with other Prep Alums,
Nikki Baida ’06, Harry
Vaughn ’06, Monica Woodward ’06, and Alex Jacobs
’07 in Boston. (See picture with
class of 2006.)

John Cynn played on the
NYU club water polo team this
season as a freshman. With the
New York Conference’s best
record of 10-1, the NYU team
advanced to the Division III
National Club Championships
at Villanova, where they were
seeded 7th (2nd to last). “I was
fortunate enough to start, and
eventually, we ended up placing
2nd. It was my first ever national
competition, and I’m happy
to have had this opportunity
because I started playing water
polo at Prep.”

2004

Andy Chen was recently
awarded the Moses Taylor Pyne
Honor Prize during Princeton’s
annual Alumni Day ceremony.
This award is given to the senior
who has shown excellent scholarship, strength of character,
effective leadership, and is the
highest general distinction given
to an undergraduate. Andy is
majoring in sociology and pursuing a certificate in East Asian
studies. His senior thesis, “The
Dragon Divided: An Ethnographic
Study of Urban Inequalities in
Shanghai,” discusses the impact
of economic liberalization on
China’s urban population.
Alex Cohen, a 2008 graduate of Chapman University, is a
New Media Specialist for public
relations giant, Golin Harris,
and is enrolled in the Masters
Program in Online Communities
at the Annenberg School of
Communication, USC.
Ben Teitelbaum is living in
Barcelona, Spain this spring with
two friends from college. He is
teaching English, learning Spanish, and just “having a ridiculously
good time.”

2005

Mike Simon is currently working
on a dual Masters at Pepperdine
in business and public policy
(MBA/MPP). To his shock, he met
John Thomas ’03 who is also
getting his MPP at the same time
(what a small world!). This past
summer he did micro-development work in Kathmandu, Nepal,
and had the opportunity to be
in Yangon, Burma only four days
after cyclone Nargis for a confer-

In Memoriam
2006

2007

Sean and Mack Carroll,
currently sophomores at Pepperdine University, are spending the
year studying abroad in Heidelberg, Germany. The Heidelberg
program, founded in 1963, is the
first international program started
at Pepperdine. Sean and Mack
are roommates in a house with 50
other Pepperdine students. While
studying German along with several other subjects, they are lucky
enough to have three-day weekends, affording them some travel
time. So far, their favorite visited
cities are Edinburgh, Prague, Amsterdam, Bruges, Heidelberg,
and Rothenburg. You may follow
their travels at seamacingermany.
blogspot.com. (Pictured below.)

2007

John B. Crook ’44 passed away April 14, 2009. After
attending Prep, John went to UC Berkeley. He enjoyed a
successful career in business, and eventually bought Dixie
Valley Ranch in northern California. He is survived by his deeply
devoted wife, Dorothy, his daughters, Joan Soper and Gwen
Manfrin, and grandchildren, Forrest, Amanda and Sterling Soper,
Jessica and Michael Manfrin.
Douglas Goodan ’40 passed away earlier this year, and
he was remembered at a memorial service held on February 3
at Forest Lawn in Glendale. The service was followed by a
reception at the Valley Hunt Club in Pasadena. He is remembered by family and friends as wise, accepting, intelligent, and
loving. He is survived by family members, Eunice, Bill, Sarah,
Harry, Mary and Will Goodan.
Douglas L. Robinson ’87 passed away January 14, 2009
at the age of 39. A well-attended memorial service was held
in Bronxville, across the street from Sarah Lawrence College,
which he attended from 1987–1991. Douglas was an interior
decorator and book collector/dealer in NYC. He also ran the
"Andy Warhol’s Wig" MySpace page. Douglas is survived by his
father, his brother James ’90, and his niece Sora Pak Robinson.
Guy R. Showley ’38 passed away Oct. 10, 2008. He was an
accomplished golfer, who attended Stanford University on a
golf scholarship. He studied engineering and eventually built a
successful construction business. He was also deeply involved
in the San Diego community, including the Zoological Society,
the San Diego Museum of Art, the San Diego Yacht Club and
the American Field Service student exchange program. He is
survived by his wife, Josephine Roberta, and sons, David, Roger,
and Grant, and five grandchildren.
David Van Name ’48 passed away in September. Last
year, David sent his best wishes for Prep during its 75th
anniversary celebration, and recalled the “many wonderful
stories and memories of his days on campus.” He is survived
by his wife, Sue.
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i nclude prep i n your es tat e p l a n

Become a founding member
of the Lowery Society!
Flintridge Preparatory School established the
Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize
individuals who remember the school in their estate
plans or through other deferred giving arrangements.
Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy and
commitment to excellence and student development.
Individuals who take the step to include Flintridge Prep
in their estate plans, and notify the school by June 30,
2009, will be honored as founding members of the
Lowery Society.
To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep,
please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
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