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From the Headmaster
Curriculum LA
On January 6, I joined my 9th grade advisees on a walk through historic downtown
Los Angeles with novelist and LA Times columnist Hector Tobar as our docent.
On that day, every student and teacher at Prep enjoyed an “LA Day” experience
from The Huntington Library to Dodger Stadium. This year, three teachers, Peter
Chesney ’04 in 7th grade, and Patrick Ferry and Tyke O’Brien in 12th, placed Los
Angeles at the heart of their curriculum. Last fall, LA speakers, from novelist Brian

LA

Selznick to public official Alan Jackson, to leaders from local Christian, Jewish,
and Islamic communities, met with us on campus.
Flintridge Prep has always enjoyed its proximity to Greater Los Angeles. Graduates
recall influential speakers and field trips, and smile about having their middle school
Science Fair projects judged by local scientists from Caltech, JPL, USC, and UCLA.
Yet, we’ve never had a coherent strategy for engaging one of the world’s great
capitals. To that end, we are beginning a school-wide conversation to develop a
scope and sequence for the student experience with LA. Just as we imagine a
certain comprehensive vision of English and math experiences for each graduate, so

is what’s happening

we hope to design a “curriculum,” both inside and beyond the classroom, for student
exposure to geographical, artistic, scientific, civic, and philanthropic Los Angeles.
We want each student to have a rich, ongoing interaction with this great metropolitan
laboratory. National Association of Independent Schools President Patrick Bassett
calls cosmopolitanism one of the core competencies of the 21st Century. We plan
to take full advantage of this cosmopolitan jewel of which we are a part in order to
produce not only citizens of the community, but citizens of the world.

Peter Bachmann
Headmaster
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by Anne Wullschlager ’97

Tucked as Prep is within the unique
history and charm of Pasadena and
La Cañada area neighborhoods, the
larger urban expanse of which we are
a distinct part sometimes recedes from
view. However, a mere ten-minute wind
down the historic Arroyo Seco Parkway
and you are in the midst of the most
preserved downtown in the entire country, experiencing high rises and concert
halls, restaurants and museums that
quickly remind you of the larger cultural
wealth Los Angeles encompasses.
Headmaster Bachmann’s letter
cites cosmopolitanism as a “core
competency” of the 21st century. With
all its potential meanings, for Prep

cosmopolitanism means developing
in our students the ability to approach
different cultural practices and assumptions with understanding, and
encourage a working knowledge of Los
Angeles and its many articulations. LA
gives us an incredible opportunity to
explore not only different expressions
of culture, but also inquire about the
identity and evolution of a truly unique
and ultimately modern metropolis.
With a deeper commitment to
place-based education, the Prep
curriculum is evolving toward a greater
engagement with Los Angeles. “LA
can be a laboratory for many of the
subjects we teach,” suggests history
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LA Day
Originally sparked by students
Kyle Eschen’11 and Katharine

teacher and 8th Grade Dean Peter
Chesney ’04, and so the city is increasingly brought to the foreground of our
students’ thinking. From Mr. Chesney’s
7th grade history class, which spends
a whole semester studying the city’s
past and present, to the senior elective
The City in Literature, to the newly engineered all-school fieldtrip LA Day, Prep
is focused on integrating local narratives, art, and data into our classrooms.

In a way this article catalogues
Prep’s engagement with LA, but it also
enacts the engagement ethos. Hopefully by the end you will feel a little more
LA savvy, whether you are living here
now, or did so as a Prep student or parent of an alum. It is a marvelously complex place to consider, and we hope you
enjoy learning about the ways in which
students at Prep are challenged and
inspired by it. Here’s to LA…

Did you
know…
o Griffith Park is the largest municipal
park in the nation (more than 4,000

Schwab’11, the all-school fieldtrip

acres)

LA Day scatters students throughare organized by grade or around
a class specifically focused on LA,

o There are more artists, writers, film-

JOE MAGGIO

out the Los Angeles basin. Trips

makers, actors, dancers, and musicians living and working in LA than
any other city at any other time in

such as senior elective The City
in Literature. This is where Prep
students went on January 6:

Where there’s water…

Pasadena Museum of History,
Griffith Park and Observatory,
The Judson Studios, Watts Towers, Greek Theater, Elysian Park,
Art Center College of Design,
Dodger Stadium, the staircases of
Echo Park, downtown Los Angeles,
Venice, the LA River, Puente Hills
Landfill, Chinatown, and The
Huntington Library, Art Collections
and Botanical Gardens.

Rivers of traffic winding through the
landscape are far more familiar to
Angelenos than running streams filled
with wildlife, but the Los Angeles River
used to be more than a trickle of water
at the bottom of a concrete basin.
It was an alluvial system of waterways
surrounded by oaks and willows.
Rainbow trout, steelhead, and birds
were abundant, and the Gabrielino
Indians survived hundreds of years
along its banks before the arrival of the
Spanish.
In 1769, upon arrival in the Los
Angeles basin, Father Crespi made
these observations:
At half past six, we left the camp and forded
the Porciuncula River [LA River], which runs
down from the valley, flowing through it from the
mountains to the plain. After crossing the river
we entered a large vineyard of wild grapes and an
infinity of rosebushes in full bloom. All the soil is
black and loamy, and is capable of producing every
kind of grain and fruit, which may be planted.We
went west, continually over good land well covered
with grass. After traveling about half a league we
came to the village of this region, the people of
which, on seeing us, came out to the road.
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o Los Angeles has been part of three
countries: Spain, Mexico, and the
United States.

Upper and Lower Arroyo, The
Gamble House, East Los Angeles,

the history of civilization.

The river was the sole source of water
for Los Angeles until 1913 when the
infamous Los Angeles aqueduct was
constructed. And in 1938 a catastrophic
flood led to $23 million in losses, the
recall of then-Los Angeles Mayor Frank
L. Shaw, and the construction of our
current concrete channel. This is how
we understand the Los Angeles River
now—an unattractive basin that parallels freeways and drains to the ocean.
On LA Day, 10th graders were clued
into its more glorious past and potential
future through the group Friends of the
LA River. Lauren Jacobs ’14 says, “We
learned about the river’s evolution and
how it went from a natural river with
plenty of wildlife, to a concrete river
where plastic bags outnumber the animal population.”
Beyond the birds and cement sides,
the river has bridges—27 of them. Most
were built before 1938 and reflect a
range of styles from Spanish baroque
to Classical Romanesque. Now a new
cable-suspension bridge is projected to
be built between Atwater Village and
Griffith Park, linking pedestrians, bicyclists, and equestrians to paths along

o The largest blossoming plant on
earth is the giant Chinese wisteria
in Sierra Madre. It spans close to an
acre with branches extending 500
feet.
o Benjamin Franklin’s handwritten autobiography lives in a vault, originally built as a bomb shelter, 50 feet
below the Huntington Library.
o The oldest existing house in LA is
the 1818 Avila Adobe in the center
of Olvera Street.
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lives with Flintridge Prep in more
ways than one. Alum Walter Judson
’58 was the fourth generation to run
the family business, and his son
David now continues the tradition.
Also, Skillen House, which originally
stood where Norris Auditorium is
now, had beautiful stained glass
windows that flanked its huge river
rock fireplace. The windows were
eventually installed in former Jorgenson Library. More recently Judson
Studios restored the windows’
leaded frames and installed them
high up on the southern wall of the
Chandramohan Library in 2011.

secular work—noteably, the Frank Lloyd
Wright Ennis and Barnsdall houses.
More recently they have expanded their
endeavors to include commercial work
as far away as Japan.
Another environmentally focused
LA Day trip took a group of seniors and
science teachers Sarah Smock and Nick
Ponticello to Puente Hills Landfill.
Covering more than 700 acres and
reaching over 500 feet, Puente Hills is
the largest landfill in the US, and it will
be closing down operations in 2013.
Although a giant mountain of trash, the
landfill attempts to offset the environmental scar it is inevitably making.
Senior Alexis Slater ’12 was impressed,
“Surprisingly enough, in terms of environmental friendliness, the landfill is one
of the most innovative modes of waste
disposal. They mulch green waste to
create the dirt that covers each layer of
trash. They shred tires to incorporate in
asphalt. They use the methane released
by the decomposing trash to fuel the
trash trucks and to create electricity
enough to power 70,000 homes. If a
landfill can figure out ways to help the
environment, then what can we do?”

elizabeth varnell ’96

An LA Story

Adam Mansfield ’02

A piece of Judson Studios history

the river. It is a nod toward the future of
this waterway as a place where community interaction and wildlife can coexist.
With this project on the horizon,
students in Art Center’s Environmental
Design program were asked to create
their own bridge designs, and during
LA Day a small group of Prep students
went to the iconic Pasadena campus to
view the models. Beyond the bridges,
according to Sarah Wu ’12, “every
display was worth ogling, from a marker
car sketch, to a slightly off-putting model of an egg perched on a cupcake.”
Having received his BFA and MFA at
Art Center College of Design (he was
Chair of Photography 1992–2000),
current Prep photography teacher
and Visual Arts Department Chair Tim
Bradley enjoyed showing Prep students
his former home on LA Day.
This same group visited the famed
Judson Studios, the preeminent Los
Angeles stained glass artisans since 1897.
Located on the edge of the Arroyo
Seco in Highland Park, Judson Studios
was a key player in the early Arts and
Crafts movement centered in Pasadena,
with religious commissions as well as

LA WRITERS
EMILY BAINES ’03, CHIP JACOBS
’80, and ELIZABETH VARNELL ’96
are alumni writers in Los Angeles. In this
issue, each has written about a distinct or
important memory they have of being an
Angeleno. For Emily the immersive, but
isolated freedom of driving through the
city as a teenager underlies her sense of
community and responsibility (see page
15). Chip recalls a poignant moment
early in his career, interviewing a victim
of the 1992 LA riots (see page 13). And
the Santa Ana winds, lane changes, and
The Doors’ “L.A. Woman” album shape
Elizabeth’s rumination on her return to
the area (see right).
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It’s been 16 years since I last lived in LA. Now that I’ve moved back,
I’m reminded—on auto-repeat—of two infamous lines about the
city. One is Bret Easton Ellis’s bit about drivers merging on freeways. The other is Joan Didion’s description of the San Bernardino
Valley’s hot and dry Santa Ana wind that “works on the nerves.”
When I got here this fall and started editing and writing for an LA
audience (the 70,000 readers, or so I’m told, who pick up Angeleno
magazine each month), the freeways and the wind were the first
two things that informed my pieces. Descriptions needed to be decisive, like a quick lane change, but with a bit of underlying tension
(the feeling evoked by the hot wind here) to freshen up a standard
story about an artist, a bar, a new boutique—or a band.
And since I’ve been back, the piece that has really caught my
attention is one I didn’t write or edit. A freelancer who writes for
me and for other publications did an LA Weekly cover story on the
re-release of The Doors’ “L.A. Woman,” a record that originally
dropped 40 years ago. Writer Jeff Weiss calls the album, reportedly recorded in West Hollywood over two weeks, a bluesy kiss-off
to the city where the band created it. The piece charts the bars and
lounges on Sunset in 1970—and the area’s “noir, Day of the Locust,
and back alley” atmosphere. He says the work is a “kidney-colored”
lens through which to view the city.
The first time I really listened to the album’s last song, “Riders
on the Storm,” was in 1993, en route to see Robert Altman’s film
about suburban LA residents called Short Cuts, in Century City.
And yes, it was raining. Weiss says the song “mirrors the city at
its most hermetic and apocalyptic.” The lightning from the storm
tripped a fire alarm in the theater and the movie stopped running
halfway through. That night, even corporate Century City, a few
miles from the Sunset bars, looked a bit noir-ish.
Elizabeth recently relocated from San Francisco,
where she was the Style Director at san francisco
magazine covering fashion, interior design, art and
architecture. Now Managing Editor of angeleno
magazine, Elizabeth is happy to be back in the LA
area—closer to family and rediscovering home from
a writer’s perspective.
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Where there’s light…
Like the students gazing at the spectacular display of colored glass at Judson
Studios, seniors exploring downtown
film locations with English teacher Mike
Miley on LA Day were also deeply
attuned to the play of light in spaces.
On his first glance at Union Station,
Andrew Olsen ’12 was skeptical. “It hid

Union Station opened in 1939.
Built by the Southern Pacific, Union
Pacific, and Santa Fe railroads, the
grand space attracted more than 1.5
million visitors in its first three days.
It served 7,000 passengers daily in
the 1930s and 40s, but train use
declined after WWII. Automobiles
were increasingly popular and plane
travel more accessible. However,
train travel is again on the rise, and
Union Station now serves about
26,000 passengers a day arriving
and departing on Amtrak, Metrolink,
and subway trains.
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deceptively behind the concrete bus
stop. I frowned as we disembarked, not
seeing much worth noticing—yet my jaw
dropped as we stepped right around
the corner and through broad glass
doors, the magnificent interior spanning from polished floor to untouchable
chandeliers. It was full of light—I found

it hard to imagine that Blade Runner
was filmed just a few dozen yards from
where we stood.” Constructed in 1939
with a balanced interplay of mission and
streamline modern styles, Union Station
is considered the last of the “great
stations” built in the US. Inside the
soaring interior space balanced by
delicate detailing, students sank into
the large leather chairs and became
quiet observers of people coming and
going below the 50-foot ceilings and
giant arched windows.
Other downtown film locations
that impressed included the Bradbury
Building. Here a glass ceiling floods the
atrium with light, while French wroughtiron railings create a play of shadows
against marble walls and tiled floors.
The light shifts as the sun traces its way
across the sky. Scenes in the recent
Academy Award winning picture
The Artist, as well as 1974 favorite and
LA classic Chinatown, were shot there—
just to name two films among many.
This appreciation for light and its
impact was no mistake. Mr. Miley’s
students had just spent a semester
studying the distinctly LA genre ‘film
noir.’ In this genre “The greater the
sunshine the darker the night,” says film
critic Megan Abbot. Not only is this a
statement about the high-contrast lighting used in film noir; it also points to the
important role the city of Los Angeles
has to play in the films. As a genre that
isn’t exactly known for happy endings,
our sunny city with its Hollywood fame
and fortune is a perfect ironic space to
play out the dark underbelly of unattained dreams and desires, scandal and
corruption.
With this in mind Mr. Miley wanted
to show students how “basic places
can be made scary.” By taking them to
actual locations, students were better
able to understand how powerful
film choices can be. “A space can be

perfectly ordinary and then scare you
through a particular camera angle,”
comments Mr. Miley. “With film, you
can turn a doorway into a prison.”
Ultimately, Mr. Miley hopes the semester spent analyzing these classic movies
taught students that “everything is a
result of a thousand tiny decisions. Also,
I hope this class showed them that they
know more than they thought they did
—and there are more things than books
and papers up for analysis.”
In addition to exploring downtown
film locations on LA Day, Mr. Miley’s
class also took “mini LA day” excursions
throughout the semester. At old theaters
like the Egyptian and the Aero, his
students viewed some genre classics as
well as David Lynch’s neo-noir Mulholland
Drive. The class also enjoyed a visit from
writer-director Scott Frank, who wrote
the script for the noir-inspired film Get
Shorty, starring Gene Hackman, Rene
Russo, and Danny DeVito.
The final assignment for the
semester had students create their
own short films. Some were noir selfportraits, some noir re-imaginings of
Prep’s campus, and others noir alteregos, but every one of them revealed
a stylized understanding of the dark,
self-referential, critical, and quintessential LA genre.

“ Either you bring the water 		
to LA or you bring LA
to the water.”
Noah Cross, Chinatown

Approximately 250 miles northeast
of Los Angeles, dipping between
the Sierra Nevada and Inyo Mountains, is the Owens Valley—the
scene of a major scandal at the beginning of the 20th century. Originally slated to receive help from
the federal Reclamation Service
to develop its irrigation and water
resources, the valley was doublecrossed by the Reclamation Service
engineer J.B. Lippincott, who was
also acting as a consultant for the
Los Angeles Water Department,
headed by William Mulholland.
It was clear that LA’s population
was outgrowing its water supply,
and word of the valley’s water
resources was getting the attention
of those in the upper ranks of LA
government. Foreseeing profit and
power, former LA Mayor Fred Eaton
bought up huge tracks of land in
the valley. He later sold that land
to the city of Los Angeles, and the
LA aqueduct was born. The Owens
Valley residents watched as their
water was taken away from their
farms and communities. The Oscarwinning film Chinatown is a fiction-

A film still from Burning Ashes by
Shelby Wax ’12.

alized account of this scandal.
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Freeze Framed and Transported
LA is best known for its production of
moving images, but the 300 museums
in this city more than pay tribute to
an astounding collection of all types
of art. Some of the most significant
cultural centers in the world, including
the Huntington Library, MOCA, LACMA,
the Getty Center, and the Getty Villa,
take our students off campus every
year. Juniors spent their LA Day at the
Huntington after an on-campus lecture
by art history teacher and Co-Director
of College Counseling Vanessa WalkerOakes.
The lecture and trip focused on
the Huntington’s impressive collection
of American art. Although tempted to
head straight for the Japanese garden,
which is a favorite for anyone who has
ever been to the Huntington, students

started their day in the newly renovated
Virginia Steele Scott Gallery. Once in
front of the art, students proved empowered by the foundational lecture.
They noticed how Edward Hopper’s
The Long Leg (1930), which portrays
a lonely sailboat off the New England
coast, popped with its bright blue
two-dimensionality; how Thomas Hart
Benton’s Yankee Driver (1923) exhibited
the regionalist style of Depression era
painting; and appreciated the dappled
brushwork and intimate subject of
impressionist Mary Cassat’s Breakfast in
Bed (1894).
Chelsea Rapoport ’13 reflects, “Mrs.
Walker-Oakes’ lecture allowed us to
go into a familiar setting and draw new
conclusions and cultivate new interests.”
Seeing something in a new light can

be as powerful as seeing it for the
first time, and students lingered in the
gallery longer than anticipated.
Overall, there was a meditative feel
to the day. Students seemed to slow
down and look a little closer at everything. Chelsea added, “After visiting the
exhibit, my group roamed the grounds
and explored the gardens. While we
weren’t able to walk on the Japanese
garden bridge due to construction,
we did travel through a mini bamboo
forest, look at unique plants and flowers
in the subtropical garden, and watch
tadpoles swim in the lily pond. My
group eventually settled down near
a tree that we felt resembled the one
in Bridge to Terabithia. By the end of
the day, it was clear that the trip had
exceeded many expectations.”

Retiring in 1900 from his first career with the Southern Pacific Railway, Henry
Huntington stitched together existing small railway routes and real estate
“[Art] is not necessarily
about looking at a pretty
picture. It’s about changing
the way people look at
the world we live in, and
the way they interface
with the art…”

throughout Southern California, built his own electric generating plant to supply
1,000 miles of track, and created the Red Car system to link his empire and the
region. In the 1920s, the advent of the personal automobile sparked “the man
who built Los Angeles” to sell off the Pacific Electric Railway and devote himself to
his collection of rare manuscripts, books, and art. Huntington and his second wife,
Arabella, purpose-built their San Marino mansion to be transformed into a public
gallery and research center, which it became in 1928. Today, the Huntington Library,
Art Collections and Botanical Gardens host more than 500,000 visitors each year.

Michael Smooke ’63
Board Member, LACMA

Art history teacher Vanessa Walker-Oakes observes, “The Huntington houses one

See profile on page 28.

Because the museum is in our own backyard, we sometimes forget how truly extra-

of the best collections of 18th and 19th-Century British art outside England.
ordinary it is. And the library houses a research collection of unparalleled depth in
particular areas of British and American literature and history. Scholars come from
all over the world to take advantage of both the visual and text collections.”
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Off the Radar… on the Radio

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more about Jonathan Gold, John Rabe,
and other visiting speakers on campus.
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While the list of museums mentioned in
the previous section might be on every
tourist or cultural aficionado’s radar,
there is so much valuable and interesting about LA that vibrates just under or
completely off that radar. Famous food
critic and Pulitzer Prize winning author
Jonathan Gold visited Prep’s campus to
explore just this idea with seniors in the
class The City in Literature—a course
committed to the study of Los Angeles.
Jonathan Gold has been unearthing the
hidden culinary and cultural treasures
of this sprawling and unwieldy town for
years, and it all began with an experiment of sorts. Living in an apartment on
Pico Boulevard above a kosher butcher
shop, Mr. Gold decided to explore his
home by literally eating across LA. From
one end of Pico to the other, Mr. Gold
committed to dining in every restaurant
the street had to offer. Along the way
he discovered “There’s this amazing
mosaic and we live in it, and you can
understand it all through food.”
Jonathan Gold’s visit was powerful
not because he knew where to get
the best Chinese food in all of LA—
although he did share that treasure
with us. It was that he exuded an
unencumbered spirit of exploration
alongside a humble willingness to really
observe what he discovered. This is
the spirit in which Dr. Tyke O’Brien and
Mr. Patrick Ferry teach their City in Lit.
students, and was certainly the spirit
of their LA Day excursion to the Watts
Towers in South LA.
Built by Italian immigrant Sabato
Rodia, over the course of 33 years (19211954), the Towers stand as a symbolic
intersection of art, politics, preservation,
spirit, and place. With only steel pipes,
wire mesh, mortar, fragments of ceramic
tiles and glass bottles, Kellan Rohde ’12

thinks “the way the towers were constructed is amazing.”
Dr. O’Brien chose the Watts Towers
“because of the pioneering, totally out
of the box, independent spirit that it
was born of. Using only his imagination
and materials that he found around him,
he created something beautiful and
enduring.” Perhaps this will be a touchstone for Prep students as they go
forward. Remembering those Towers,
they may consider that completely
incredible things can be created in the
most unusual of ways. Sometimes we
need to follow a vision. We have to
take a risk.
After seeing the Towers, students
visited the Watts House Project, an
artist-driven redevelopment organization, where they ate a beautiful homecooked meal made by area residents.
“Getting into a neighborhood from the
level of the landmark to what comes
out of the kitchens is really an extraordinary experience,” reflects Dr. O’Brien.
In addition, taking the metro into the
LA neighborhood was an immersive
experience itself, reinforcing the familiar
adage: it’s a journey, not a destination.
Every moment, wherever you are, is a
moment to consider more fully.
The City in Literature students,
faculty, and visiting lecturers had a
thru-line that goes something like this:
be curious, listen, and if you want to,
create something out of it. The “Crown
Avenue Off-Ramp” assignment, in which
students needed to create a podcast on
a niche of LA life, encouraged this kind
of exploration. KPCC’s John Rabe of
the show Off-Ramp came twice to give
students some very concrete advice
on how to interview for radio. He also
reviewed their finished pieces and aired
one of them: “The Flying Pigeon Bike
Shop.” To hear this podcast, as well as
“Immigrant” and “Rose Parade,” and
read more about John Rabe’s visit, go to
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org.

Chip Jacobs ’80

A defining moment
I’ll never forget her, the shop-owner suddenly without a shop, those
blank, onyx eyes that said something had gone dead inside of her.
The African-American businesswoman’s store had become cinder
memories after the shopping mall near Koreatown that housed it
was torched near the end of the LA riots in April 1992. I was a cub
reporter then, standing awkwardly in front of this forty-something
woman clutching my fresh notepad in a quest for a quote. Around
me was the half-burned landscape that the Establishment was quick
to classify a “civil disturbance.” Whatever curiosity Flintridge had
ignited in me during high school, this day supplied an acid shot of
jaundice about the world.
At first, the woman we’ll call Bev could barely form a sentence
through her angry tears. The blaze set off perhaps by a Molotov
cocktail had weakened her store so badly that the fire department
had red-tagged it. Bev wasn’t sure about what her insurance covered, nor did she know if she had the wind to start over. Not after
this. For all the street rhetoric about “No Justice No Peace” in the
wake of the non-guilty verdicts in the police-brutality trial of Rodney King, the destruction strewing LA had little to do with the case.
Rather, it was a festival for malcontents, gangbangers and others to
wreak havoc draped in the baggy pants of supposed revolutionaries. Sure, LA’s minority community had reasons for deep hostility,
but to see grown men fighting over stolen TVs or thumping innocent truck drivers was to observe injustice metastasized.
Bev was a casualty because her landlord happened to be a
Korean targeted by some gangs (mainly for running successful
businesses) in pockets of ethnic cleansing. Some Korean merchants had even taken positions on their roofs with shotguns.
Who, though, was going to save Bev, the once-upbeat self-starter,
after a bomb incinerated in moments what had taken her years to
build? “Why did they do it?” she mumbled. “What did they hope to
accomplish?” All I remember are the sirens drowning out my lame
reply.
Chip is a freelance writer and awardwinning journalist, as well as the
father of Prep students Samantha ’12
and Lauren ’14. Chip’s work has been
published in the los angeles times,
the daily news of los angeles,
la weekly, and aired on CNN. He is
the author of three books, including
the recent true crime book, the
ascension of jerry: murder,
hitmen and the making of l.a.
muckraker jerry schneiderman.
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From the beginning

TRANSLATIONS
LA’s original name 1781
El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora
la Reina de los Angeles de
Porciuncula: The Town of Our
Lady the Queen of the Angels of the
Porciuncula (LA River’s forgotten name)

Spanish
Alameda: popular grove
Buena Vista: good view
Escondido: hidden
Figueroa Street: grasshopper
hermosa: beautiful
La Brea Avenue: the tar
La cañada: the glen
La Cienega Avenue: the swamp
La Tijera Avenue: the scissors
Los robles: the oaks
pasadena: crown of the valley

Tongva
azusa: valley
cahuenga: pass
tujunga: mountain range
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With the intention of keeping a focus on
Los Angeles throughout the curriculum,
it only makes sense that a foundation
is given in 7th grade. Inspired by the
UCLA summer course One Hundred
Years of LA History, history teacher
Peter Chesney ’04 decided that it was
a perfect topic to weave into the 7th
grade curriculum. In general, students
receive a sliver of California history in
4th grade, focusing on missions and
Northern California. A basic history
of Southern California is altogether
ignored. The question, “Why is the
world we live in, the city of Los Angeles,
the way it is?” drives the class, and, Mr.
Chesney adds, “is the motivating factor
for the kids.”
Most 7th grade curriculums concentrate on the Ancient Greeks and Roman
Empire, while Mr. Chesney’s class is
bringing history home and to presentday concerns. “Asking, ‘how did we get
from the 1890’s, with a maximum population possibility of 300,000 to a city of
13 million?’ is all of a sudden meaningful, because we are talking about places

they know.” Ultimately, Mr. Chesney
says, “We want Los Angeles to be a
reference point for everything kids
study in history classes throughout high
school. For example, asking students
to evaluate what was going on in LA
during the Civil Rights Movement
will hopefully give the events a more
intimate resonance.”
Mr. Chesney’s class gives meaning
to names like Huntington, Mulholland,
and Chandler. It also brings us back to
where this article started—the river. In
the third quarter, he asks his students,
“What is the price we pay for the
landscape we have?” Water is at the
heart of how this city became what it is.
And giving kids this awareness of Los
Angeles from the beginning of their
Prep education sets up the message
that “your daily life is a learning
environment,” says Mr. Chesney. Inquiry
becomes the thread that ties the LA
curriculum together—the idea that we
can always be inquiring, starting with
knowing our home, as well as imagining
what it could become.

“ I was within and without,
simultaneously enchanted
and repelled by the
inexhaustible variety
of life.”
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Emily Ansara Baines ’03

Within and Without Los Angeles

Emily is the author of the
unofficial hunger games
cookbook, which came out
December 1, and is currently
working on a young adult
novel. She can also be seen
on campus substituting and
sharing writing advice with
students.

Native Angelenos have a type of therapy not available to most others: an endless
expanse of highway on which to gently hum our cars. A tank of gas guarantees a
constant escape route from our troubles, a ticket to some part of the ever-expanding city we know exists but have not yet experienced, a way to leave behind—if
just for a few minutes—our own frantic reality. Thus, while I attended Prep as a
student, whenever I was mad, or stressed, or needing a break from my parents
because I was a moody teenager and that was my God-given right, I would hop
in my car, and just... drive.
From the safe haven of my car I would blast bands I am now wise enough
to mock as I took the 2 to the 5 to the 110 to the 10, often ending my pilgrimage
in Santa Monica or Malibu. I successfully studied for the European History AP
from the backseat of a car parked precariously close to the Pacific Ocean. Other
times, I would drive to small diners in the Valley where I’d eavesdrop as kids from
Harvard-Westlake drank Diet Coke and discussed which Olsen sister they saw at
Coffee Bean. Sometimes I made my way to hotels in Downtown like the Biltmore.
There, I would sit in the lobby, simultaneously studying Shakespeare and the
visiting businessmen as they lugged expensive-looking briefcases, striding by
me without a second glance. Many tears over heartaches, moans over fights with
friends, laments over not being cast in whatever role I wanted in the Prep play,
and screams of Fiona Apple lyrics were shed while driving. (I never said I was a
good driver.) Those miniature journeys, while likely terrifying my parents, saved
me from my own anxieties. They granted me privacy from and yet a concurrent
connection to the city that I both loved and loathed (a common emotional flipflop for most teens). While driving and forcing my loud music upon all the unfortunate pedestrians and their deaf uncles to hear, I was both pushing away from
and embracing the place that shaped me and was, in many ways, a third parent.
As Angelenos, we often curse the fact that we have to Drive Everywhere.
There’s no substantive public transportation and parking is terrible. People don’t
know how to drive in the rain. People don’t know how to drive in the sun. Yet,
there’s a lot to be grateful for in our car-centered culture. Only in Los Angeles
are we both within and without. Here, you are both observer and observed; we
are bestowed with a self-reflectiveness I have not experienced in other places.
Flintridge Prep’s very mission statement highlights the necessity of living “a full
and responsible life.” I believe that the only way to become fully responsible is to
become completely self-aware. Thus, as Angelenos, Prep students have the upper hand on responsibility. Now, whether we feel like extending it from inside our
cars is another question entirely.
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home grown
An interesting point to consider is the
relatively high interest Los Angeles has
in itself right now. From the enormously
popular and expansive Pacific Standard
Time art show to KPCC’s #LoveLA
project, Prep seems to be capturing the
zeitgeist of local discovery. Dr. O’Brien
notes, “Every speaker we had this year
in The City in Lit. was directly related to
something happening outside of the
classroom.” The fascinating collusion
of institutional and public interest in
the story of Los Angeles has fueled
and supported our evolving LA-based
curriculum.

Take Note
During a visit from art historian
Dr. Jon Leaver, students were asked
to describe LA, and this is the list of
adjectives they gave: large, diverse,
transforming, center-less, creative, selfdestructive, and transient. In many ways
this list describes the modern world
itself. We essentially live in a place that
mimics the larger global reality. And
yet, at the same time, LA has a distinct
and fascinating story of its own.
Knowing that story reminds students
we are part of a larger organism. The
evolution of Los Angeles, the coil
of lights and electricity, cars, rivers,

buildings, and culture tell a story of
lives that are our very own to some
degree or another.
There is something valuable about
knowing where you are from. Especially
when you are bound to go to places
that are very different, as so many Prep
students do. We hope to send them
out with a spirit of inquiry. And we
always look forward to seeing them
come home.

Good Science
Eighth graders at Prep participate in the
Science Fair but they come at it from
a different angle. Instead of repeating
the basics of the scientific method they
learned in 7th grade, they must develop
Community Impact Projects (CIPs): projects that perform a service in the community and measure the overall impact of
that service. The categories are Education
and Environment, Arts and Sports, and
Social Services. In addition to presenting
their findings at the Science Fair, students
write about the overall experience in a
reflection paper for English class. Here are
a few excerpts from their papers.
Elissa Kwon ’16 and Samantha Louie’s
’16 love for music and dance took them
to the Mothers’ Club two days a week,
where they shared their talents with two
year-olds. Samantha Louie reflects,
Our first 15-minute class dragged on
for 15 hours. It was filled with awkward
silences, hesitant singing, way-too-short
songs, expressionless kids and our plain
cluelessness about what to do and say.
But at the end of the session, one girl,
who barely reached my knees, came up
to me, stared, and simply placed her
hand on my leg. It touched me and, for
the first time, made me realize that I
could connect with the kids.
Over the course of seven classes, all
the kids have grown to be more open
with us. Now, with smiles on their faces,
all the children sing and dance energetically. They give each other and us high
fives and blow kisses, especially after
the Barney song.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
to see more about the Science Fair.
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Sharing a love of something also encouraged Andrew Tsangeos ’16 to coach
basketball for Pasadena YES! In his CIP
paper, Andrew recalls the final moments
of the championship game:
Our team was losing by 3 with 5 seconds
left in the championship game. Our best
shooter had been fouled and was at the
free throw line shooting 3 shots. The first
free throw swished into the hoop.
The second came off his hands perfectly
and hit the bottom of the net. We were
down by 1. If he made the last shot, we
would be going to overtime.
The last free throw seemed to happen in
slow motion. The ball rotated so slowly
that you could read the label on the ball:
Wilson. I thought to myself, this is going
in for sure! The ball rolled around the rim
once…around twice…and trickled out
of the hoop. The game was over and we
had lost in the championship by 1 point.
I saw tears on the cheeks of my 11-yearold players, but I told them, “We fought
hard all the way to the end… they’d better be ready for us next season!”

Basing service in one’s own experience can be powerful. Julia Pinney ’16
(pictured above) spent a stretch of time at
Los Angleles’ Children’s Hospital this fall.
Now recovered and feeling great, Julia
recalled the ways in which her time there
was improved. For example, her friend
Emma had brought lovely toiletries and
cute socks, and things that just felt more
like home.
This gave me the idea to make baskets
for other girls in the hospital. In the
baskets I’m going to put items such as
washcloths, fuzzy socks, and shampoo.
The baskets will be delivered to girls
staying at Children’s Hospital. Another
item I am putting in the basket is a survey
that will hopefully shed light on how the
hospital can be improved to incorporate
teens. I hope this small gesture will bring
a smile to the girls’ faces and make their
day a little more blissful.

Good science and good stories were
one and the same for 8th graders at this
year’s Prep Science Fair.

With a great first season behind him,
Andrew has every intention of coaching
with YES! throughout high school.
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Photography
lesson
Old technology
generates new art
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Photographer Luther Gerlach met with
Prep photography students to teach an
approach that has long been replaced
by the digital tidal wave. Using a wetplate collodion process first developed in
1851, Gerlach demonstrated the technique by taking portraits of each class.
The antique lenses and self-built 12” by
20” view camera channeled light onto
metallic plates. Students had to hold still
for 15 seconds and then the plate was
pulled from the camera and immediately
processed in Gerlach’s mobile dark room.
With students and photography teachers
Tim Bradley and Ricardo Rodriguez filling
the small space, the latent image slowly
showed itself as the metal sheet was
bathed in the acrid developing solutions.
Student excitement rose in tandem
with increasing clarity of the image, and
Gerlach was bombarded with questions
once the process was over. Students
wanted to take a good look under the
dark cloth of the large format camera and

see what it was like to look through a lens
created well over 100 years ago.
Ricardo Rodriguez noted, “Our
students are experiencing something
rare today. People like Luther learn from
mentors.” Luther studied with the son
of photographer Edward Weston, Cole,
mastering the art over a 30 year period.
An artist of Luther’s caliber might take
on an apprentice, but, Ricardo noted,
“These techniques aren’t taught in
classrooms.”
The class portraits turned out
beautifully, some a little over exposed,
some a little under—the way a first try
can often be. According to Gerlach, his
goal as a photographer is to “reduce
subjects to their essence.” Through this
antique process, a glowing light surrounding contemporary scenes collapses one’s
sense of time and opens up something
otherworldly—perhaps an essence—
but certainly extraordinary. See more at
luthergerlach.com.
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A welcome addition to college counseling

Friend and guidE

Kimble at 20
“Think of yourself as an inventor, with a unique
invention. That invention is you, and you are
looking for a funder. Don’t change your invention—
find a funder who believes in you. You want to
be happy together.” — Gloria Diaz Ventura
Prep’s Class of 2013 is beginning the
formal college admissions process with
a new counselor to guide them. Gloria
Diaz Ventura, who became Prep’s
Co-Director of College Counseling in
January, has already met with parents and
students in the junior class. Ms.Ventura,
who graduated from Flintridge Sacred
Heart Academy and UC Berkeley, has
professional experience on both sides
of the admissions process. As an
admissions officer at USC (’02-’06) and
Stanford University (’06-’09), Ms. Ventura
saw that “there is a physical reaction
in face-to-face interviews where you can
see the student’s excitement about a

Gloria Diaz Ventura and Vanessa Walker-Oakes
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college or an activity. There is an energy
to every application—it literally breathes
through the file—and explains why a
student is the way he or she is.”
“In admissions,”continues Ms.
Ventura, “we would consider competitive
vs. compelling candidates. The competitive candidates have strong numbers
and test scores; the compelling students
demonstrate balance between the
quantitative and qualitative. Their applications introduce a new piece of information
with every turn of the page. Their essays
and short answers outline authentic
interest in areas meaningful to the
student, and also demonstrate an impact

in the world around them. Compelling
candidates were the ones that made
it through in the end.”
Ms. Ventura took her insights as a
college admissions officer to the high
school side of the process, working at
Poly for two years as their Co-Director
of College Counseling before coming to
Prep. She is adamant about finding a
great, genuine match for each student’s
college experience. To that end, she has
told her juniors, “Think of yourself as an
inventor, with a unique invention. That
invention is you, and you are looking for
a funder. Don’t change your invention—
find a funder who believes in you. You
want to be happy together.”
Among Ms. Ventura’s many responsibilities will be aiding scholar-artists
and scholar-athletes as they manage
the college process, which can mean
portfolios, auditions, and recruiting visits
added to the calendar. In every situation,
she’ll be helping students and their
families find the right fit. She believes
applications to college should showcase
sincerity and uniqueness, and she aims
to help Prep students create genuine
documents of their lives so far. “Students
thrive in areas they are passionate about
pursuing, in high school as well as in
college. My job is to be objective, to be a
coach and an advocate. I’m here to help.”
Ms. Ventura will share counseling
duties with Co-Director of College
Counseling Ms. Vanessa Walker-Oakes,
Director Emerita Ms. Joanna Hartigan,
College Counselor Ms. Mary Ellen
Jamison, and Assistant Director of
College Counseling Ms. Sharon Briffett.
Says Ms. Walker-Oakes, “Ms. Ventura
brings to Prep not only her wealth of
first-hand experience on the college side
of admissions, but also her warm spirit
and love of counseling young people.
We were friends long before we became
colleagues, and so it has been twice as
wonderful to have her join us!”

inspirational teaching

Rajeev Wahi honored
Dr. Rajeev Wahi was nominated for the
MIT Inspirational Teacher Award by
Flintridge Prep alumna, Kelly Wang ’11, a
current freshman at MIT. Dr. Wahi taught
Kelly Honors Chemistry junior year and
Honors Physics senior year.
About 30 high school teachers from
around the country (and around the world)
receive the designation of Inspirational
Teacher from MIT each year. According to
the MIT Inspirational Teacher Award website, “the award is intended to provide a
vehicle for MIT students to recognize high
school teachers who inspired them and
to celebrate outstanding educators.” Dr.
Wahi was honored at a ceremony by the
MIT Alumni Club of Southern California at
the end of March.

Dean of Students Midge Kimble is celebrating her 20th year at Prep. Beginning
her career as 8th grade science teacher,
she took over as dean in the fall of 2005
and continues to keep a hand in the
classroom, substituting and teaching psychology to senior peer counselors.“Ms.
Kimble is an extrovert,” explains Director of Finance and alumni parent Kim
Kinder. “She really knows the students.
She’s down to earth, relaxed, reassuring,
honest, an optimist.” Winner of the Detoy
Prize for Teaching Excellence in 2003, she
is, according to Director of Athletics Alex
Rivera, “patient, a great leader, a great
listener. We lean on each other.”
Ms. Kimble genuinely enjoys kids of
all ages (and is the parent of Katie ‘03 and
Megan ’04). She supervises student life
outside the classroom, working alongside
the six grade-level deans whose offices
are in shouting distance of hers. But her
responsibilities range from finding Science
Fair judges, to administering lost and
found, to chairing the campus safety committee, to overseeing senior independent
study projects. Her office, when she’s in
there, hosts a constant stream of visitors.
Just as often, she’s circulating on cam-

pus, deep in conversation with students,
faculty, or staff members.
Affable, with a big heart and a ready
smile, Ms. Kimble is in charge of discipline—and she keeps a big jar of candy
on her desk, next to a box of tissues. Her
approach is that of a counselor and guide,
and she uses her extensive classroom
experience, along with understanding
and humor, to get a point across. “When
kids get into trouble, it’s a teachable moment,” she explains. “And I talk to a lot of
parents along the way. It takes a village!”
Former Commissioner General
Pamon Forouhar ’07 remembers: “Kimble
is absolutely one of the defining pieces
of the Prep community—science teacher,
dean, lecturer, mentor, parent, and friend.
“I could see her from early in the
morning to the last thing in the day, to
talk about classes, vent about relationships, or dream into the future—always.
Her door was never closed. Kimble
was, and still is, a grounding force in my
life. She always helps me put things in
perspective and feel good about the
situation I’m in. I hope that everyone who
comes through Prep is able to take some
of her wisdom with them.”

Dr. Wahi, who received his BA, MA,
and PhD in chemistry from Rice University, is characteristically humble about
the honor, saying, “I’ve been really lucky
with my teaching career during the last
eight years. I have a job I look forward
to every day; I have supportive, talented
colleagues who set the bar high with their
own teaching; and, most crucially, I have
students like Kelly, whose curiosity, motivation, and compassion make me want to
be both a better teacher and a better person. Working in that kind of environment
helps keep me honest. It reminds me I’m
never done learning. That idea used to
scare me, but now it’s one of my favorite
parts of the job.”
Kelly Wang ’11 is currently planning
to major in mechanical engineering. She
says, “Both of the classes I took with Dr.
Wahi gave me a solid foundation for my
first semester here at MIT, and I am very
thankful for that. I strongly believe that my
six years at Prep provided me with all the

tools I need to succeed and thrive here at
MIT, and I am forever grateful.”
As an interesting side note, Dr. Wahi,
a marathon runner, was in the Boston
Marathon on April 16. His nominator was
a volunteer at the race.
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Replay
BASKETBALL
LEAGUE CHAMPS!
With tremendous sadness Flintridge
Building a successful career in
Prep shares the news of PATRICK
architecture had always been a goal,
McDONALD MARTIN’S ’94
but Patrick derived the most joy from
passing on January 3, 2012, after
building his family. Danielle, Thomas,
a courageous battle with cancer.
and Will continue to be surrounded
I n M emoriam
Deeply connected to the Flintridge
by the love of extended family
family, he is survived by his loving
living within a few miles of their San
wife Danielle Martin and their
Gabriel home. Everyday Patrick took
children Thomas (5) and William (1), his mother, Jeanette
the opportunity to teach his sons, niece, and nephew the
Martin, his father and former Prep board member,
things he knew. From what the solar panels on their house
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN ’69, sister, COLLEEN MARTIN
were, to the prime weather for flying, to the finer art of
McGUINNESS ’97, and brother, JEFFREY MARTIN ’00.
making people laugh, Patrick never stopped unfolding
Patrick leaves a significant footprint on Prep’s campus
and explaining the world around them.
as his family’s architectural firm, AC Martin, created the inPatrick also had a deep appreciation for nature and
novative design for The Randall Building for the Performspent time at his family’s Yosemite Mountain Ranch hiking,
ing Arts. The multipurpose space has enriched music,
skiing, and of course, building—mountain cabins, cars, or
dance, and theater on Prep’s campus for the past 11
airplanes to name just a few.
years. Patrick’s knowledge and appreciation of Prep’s culPeter Bachmann recalls, “When Patrick was a senior
ture were powerful tools in the design process. He and his
at Prep, our family joined the Martins for an overnight
father integrated the building on the site so that it easily
at their mountain home. Patrick immediately adopted our
created spaces for student interaction, such as the bridge
eight-year old son Rob ’03, taking him for a walk in the
(pictured below), staircase, and plaza. For the 10-year
woods, showing him how to use a telescope to study
follow up on the structure, Patrick watched as students
the stars. Nothing ‘too cool for kids’ about Patrick.
enjoyed the space he was so instrumental in creating.
He demonstrated exceptional kindness and empathy—
A dynamic and purposeful love for design was evilifelong traits.”
dent at a young age. Lifelong friend and Prep alum JOHN
A memorial service was held January 13, at St. Philip
ONDERDONK ’94 shared, “I remember spending hours
the Apostle Church in Pasadena. He was remembered for
helping him build model airplanes and watching in admihis dedication to family and friends, to his work and his
ration at how he derived as much joy from his meticulous,
community, but most of all for his unfailing determination
diligent approach to building the models as he did from
and generous spirit.
seeing them soar through the sky. That early glimpse of
his desire to appreciate the process of creation as much
as the creation itself would be a recurring theme throughout his life.”
Upon graduating Patrick headed to USC and earned
his Bachelor of Architecture degree. Joining his family’s
106 year-old firm AC Martin in 2001, Patrick’s love for the
profession shined. Innovative, collaborative, and diligent,
he drew people in and gave life to his work. He became
a licensed Architect in 2007, a LEED certified professional
in 2008, and a board member for the USC Architectural
Guild in 2010.

Patrick Martin ’94
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Boys’ Varsity. Coach Garrett Ohara’s boys’
Varsity basketball team enjoyed another
tremendous season, capturing their fifth
consecutive League title and their tenth
in the last 11 years. While their League
success, along with a 17-8 overall record,
secured the #5 seed in CIF, they could
not get past formidable Santa Clara who
beat the Rebels at home in the 1st round.
Leading the way all season was team captain Kory Hamane ’12 who averaged 15
points per game. For his stellar play, he
was named First Team All CIF, First Team
All League, and was selected as the Prep
League’s MVP. Assisting him was guard
Robert Cartwright ’14 who averaged 14
points per game and routinely deployed
his expert defense against the opponents’
best players. He was honored with First
Team All League, Second Team All CIF,
and team Best Defensive Player. First
Team All League Chadd Cosse ’13 averaged 10 points and 7 rebounds per game
as a forward, while Jedrick Eugenio ’13
was named to Second Team All League.
Looking ahead, Ohara notes, “We return
four starters next season so a League title
will be attainable, as will a deep run in the
CIF Playoffs.”

than 7 turnovers per game. With well over
10 rebounds per game, MVP Stefan Smith
’14 was a force in the paint, along with
floor leader Riley Jones ’15. This core of
players led the Rebels to an 8-10 overall
record and a 3-5 record in League.

Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity basketball
team grew throughout the season, playing hard and remaining competitive in
numerous games even when they didn’t
get the victory. Season highlights include
two victories in the San Gabriel Valley
Classic, dual League wins over Webb,
and an appearance in the CIF 1st round
against #8 seed St. Genevieve. MVP Maya
Okamoto ’14 led the offense with 11.3
points per game and was named First
Team All League, while Grace Cha’s ’13
hustle earned her the Coach’s Award.
Coach Todd Frost ’88 sounded a positive
note for the future, saying, “With only one
senior on the team, the team is poised
to jump back up to the top of the Prep
League next season.”

Girls’ Junior Varsity. Considering how many
girls on the JV basketball team were
brand new to the sport this year, they
had a very successful season, placing 2nd
in League with a 9-3 record and a 10-7
record overall. With their work cut out for
them early on, the Rebels were shepherded by returning players Shaneli Jain
’14 and Lori Pridjian ’14, who both led by
example, working hard in every game.
Managing to be everywhere on the court,
Jain led scoring and rebounds with 7.8
points and 13.6 boards per game, while
Pridjian’s dribbling talents controlled the
offense and made plays happen. Making
great progress, Olivia Markowitz ’15
stepped up as a forward with 7.4 points
per game. Coach Jennifer Thorntorn
Wieland ’87 reflects, “This Rebels team
certainly accomplished a lot more than
many people thought they could this
season and should be extremely proud.
With only 8 players, the success was a
total team effort.”

Boys’ Junior Varsity. Returning just two players from last year’s squad, the boys’ JV
basketball team worked hard to improve
early in the season. With hustle and discipline, the Rebels elevated their game by
combining intense half-court defense and
offensive rebounding to create a buzzer
beater layup win against Chadwick, and
dual wins against conference rival Webb.
Guard Stefen Chraghchian ’14 led scoring
with 12.1 points per game, which Coach
Michael Liggett recognized with the Best
Offensive Player award. Across the court,
Eric Fung ’14 earned the Best Defensive Player prize by deploying a strong
defensive prowess that helped his team
average nearly 3 blocks and force more
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SOCCER

’14, and forward Kaelin King ’13. Cohen
was named First Team All CIF, Letts was
named Third Team All CIF, and Baptiste,
Lyon, and Studenmund were selected to
represent the Prep League and Division
III in this year’s CIF Senior All-Star game
against Division IV’s All-Stars. With eight
starters returning next year, Coach Chavez
has high hopes for continued excellence
on the field.

Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity soccer team
made huge strides that culminated in
wins against League champion Poly, as
well as Rio Hondo, and Webb. Consistent League play heralded a return to
the postseason for the first time in six
years, where a wildcard triumph set up a
1st round match against #1 seed Ontario
Christian. The Rebels largely outplayed
the Knights before going down 2-1 in the
final minutes, but their heroic play and the
school’s excitement confirmed just how
much they developed this year. Offensive
MVP Manuel Perez ’13 led the way, being
named First Team All League along with
teammate Cole Rademacher ’14. Kurt
Kozacik ’13 and Christopher Wirthlin ’12
were named Second Team All League,
while Steven Bruno ’14 took the Defensive MVP award. Coach Matthew Bowden
observed, “The level of anticipation for
next year is fun for everyone and we hope
to push the leading schools a lot closer to
the League championship.”

Boys’ Junior Varsity. The boys’ JV soccer
team united and worked hard from day
one. Players who had never played team
soccer before were among the most
dedicated, showing up for practice and
making an effort every day. JV participation swelled this year to 22 players who
adapted to multiple positions, allowing
their teammates to get enough rest.
After defeating Milken in their first game,
high spirits carried the Rebels to a greatly
improved 4-5-4 overall record and a
3-3-3 record in League. With 8 goals,
Michael Weinstein ’14 received the
Offensive Player Award while goalie Alec
Greenawalt ’15 took the Defensive Player
prize, giving up just 6 goals all season.
Great attitude and team focus earned
Sean Kilmer ’14 the Coach’s Award. Coach
Ismail Chavez commented, “It made me
happy to see that this big group was
excited to play. It motivated me to do my
best to prepare them for the season.”
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LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Girls’ Varsity. In his fourth year at the helm,
Coach Esteban Chavez led the girls’ Varsity soccer team to arguably its best season in Flintridge Prep history. Captained
by co-MVPs Kate Lyon ’12 and Connell
Studenmund ’12, and Offensive MVP Arielle Baptiste ’12, all of whom were named
either First or Second Team All League,
the Rebels went 15-2-2 overall and 9-1-0
in League to clinch their third consecutive
League title of only four in school history.
These stars were assisted by the equally
brilliant Casey Cousineau ’13 and Abby
Letts ’13, who were named First Team All
League and shared the Prep League’s Defensive MVP Award. As goalie, Cousineau
recorded an impressive 12 shutouts in 19
games, while Letts’ defensive talents were
key to Prep’s exciting victory over Poly
at home. Additional All League performers were team Defensive MVP Whitney
Cohen ’13, defender Chelsea Johnson

LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Girls’ Junior Varsity. The girls’ JV soccer
team ended strong, finishing 7-1-0 in
League and sharing the League title
with Poly, with an 11-2-0 record overall.
Multiple factors were influential, beginning with strong leadership from seniors
Nikhita Poole ’12 and Ellie Redding ’12.
Co-MVPs Jenny Shintaku ‘14 and Marisa
Wang ’13 were vital to the team’s success,
scoring nearly half of the goals made
all season. But equally essential were
new talents like Sarah Gilman ’14, who
stepped into a critical goalie role for her
first time and proceeded to record six
shutouts. While the Rebels had some slow
starts, they usually came out strong in the
2nd half with dominant midfield control
that inevitably led to goals. Describing
the season, Coach Jillian Riehl said, “Our
success this season was due to skilled
younger players and strong upperclassman leadership. Coach Beattie and I have
never had a team that was this successful
or gelled quite this well—it was a pleasure
watching them develop.”

Dale Logie honored

WATER POLO

Girls’ Varsity. By refocusing on essential
skills, the girls’ Varsity water polo team
experienced rapid improvement that saw
the Rebels’ best season in six years. Early
on, the girls learned to efficiently execute
a strong Six on Five defense when they
had an exclusion, and blocked 80% of
shots while they were down a player. Most
Valuable Defender Sarah Yoho’s ’14 raw
talent as goalie made victories possible,
and fellow newcomer Arin Phillips ’14
became a dependable outside shooter.
Former soccer star and Most Improved
Player Katrina Boyd ’12 brought senior
leadership and tremendous effort. MVP

Suzanna Tan ’12 was named Second Team
All League, and she along with co-captain
and Coach’s Award winner Kate Woolley
’12 were the team’s power and speed,
leading in steals, assists, and goals. With
pride in their performance, Coach Ryan
Goto says, “One goal for next season is
to create a JV team that enables new athletes to learn the sport in a less stressful
environment.”
Dance Team
The Rebel Dance team just finished its
competition season. They participated in
two Sharp dance competitions in back to
back weekends and were very successful.
In both of the competitions, Prep competed against mostly public high schools with
over 2,000 students. On Saturday, February 25, the dance team went to Knott’s
Berry Farm and placed 1st in each of their
categories: Senior Lyrical, Senior Jazz,
and Senior Pom. The team was named
State Champs in the Jazz category, and
the Lyrical routine was the highest-scoring
routine of the competition. In addition,
the girls took home a “Most Spirited”
trophy. On March 3, the team traveled
to Arcadia High School, where they once
again placed 1st in the Senior Lyrical and
Senior Pom categories. They received
a 2nd place medal in the Senior Jazz
category. They were named Divisional
Champions in Lyrical and Pom and also
won the “Showmanship” trophy.

Former Flintridge Prep Director
of Athletics, football and baseball
coach, Mr. Dale Logie, was honored
this year at the annual Glendale
Community College Athletic Hall
of Fame banquet and induction
ceremony. A part of the Prep
community from 1978–1984, Coach
Logie was a remarkable talent with
students and in his own career as
an athlete. Earning All-American
honors as a football player for the
Glendale City College Vaqueros in
1972, Coach Logie went on to join
the USC Trojans, and was a member
of their 1974 National Championship team coached by John McKay.
He returned to Glendale Community College as an assistant football
coach in 1976, and then joined
Prep’s Athletic Department two
years later. Imbuing a very young
Rebel football team with the passion and aggression he displayed
in his own career, he built up the
program. Director of Athletics Alex
Rivera and Coach Glen Beattie
attended the induction ceremony.
Coach Rivera says, “It was an honor
to be there. There was an electricity
when they talked about Dale. And
as a member of the Prep community, Dale made a huge impact on
campus. His personality and the
way he treated people—it was all
positive.”
Remember Coach Logie?
Send us your memories!

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more sports stories and photos.
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“City Lights”

Spotlight

Winter choreography
showcase brightens the night

42nd Street
Starry eyes, tap dancing, and something more
Joseph Bettman ’13 says the school’s
recent production of 42nd Street feels
like the start of a new era of musicals for
Flintridge—one in which the cast feels
deeply connected to the content as well
as with each other. Recent Flintridge Prep
musicals, such as Fiddler on the Roof
(2010) and The King and I (2011) bonded
the cast together, but there was something different this year. This is an upbeat,
high-intensity, and tap-heavy musical.
Even though it’s set during the Depression, the play has a feeling of lightness,
energy, and starry-eyed optimism.
Mr. Rob Lewis, head of the Performing Arts Department, directed the musical
that was performed March 8–11, and
notes Joseph’s observation is right on.
He says, “I chose 42nd Street because
I wanted to do a different kind of musical. For the last couple of years, we have
chosen very story-driven musicals that
are dramaturgically rich. This musical is
character-driven and a challenge for the
whole cast.”
Some impressive stats: More than
15 percent of the student body was
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involved in the production, from set
design to lighting, costumes, makeup,
and more. Students from every grade
were involved in all aspects of the
performance, and more than 1,000 tickets
were sold. Many faculty were involved in
addition to Mr. Lewis: Ms. Hilary Thomas,
Ms. Molly Mattei, and Ms. Caterina
Mercante (choreography); Dr. Robert
Parker ’78 (set and lighting design); Mr.
Steven Hill (musical direction); Mr. Patrick
Ferry (set construction); Mr. Jon Murray
(musical assistance); and Ms. Lisa Bierman
’03 (production assistance).
Natalie Rose Schwartz ’13, who
played the ingénue Peggy Sawyer
(Thursday/Saturday) says, “The play
seems superficial on the surface, but
it was fun finding depth in it.” Caribay
Frank ’12 played Peggy on Friday/Sunday.
Peggy comes to the big city with stars in
her eyes and by play’s end finds herself
replacing a past-her-prime diva, Dorothy
Brock, played by Samantha Harper ’12
(Thursday/Saturday) and Brette O’Brien
’12 (Friday/Sunday) in the leading role of
Pretty Lady. Every character in the play
has a scrappy “I can make it!” quality,

starting with the director of Pretty Lady,
Julian Marsh, played by Charley Ayers
’12 and Josué Hernandez ’12 to its writer,
Maggie Jones, played by Shelby Wax
’12 and Julia Morse ’12. Zach Myers ’12
rounded out the cast as Billy Lawler. And
with a full ensemble cast of nearly 50
students, the energy never stopped.
“Learning how to dance and sing at
the same time is very difficult,” says dance
and science teacher Ms. Thomas. “But
tapping is so rhythmic that it’s even more
difficult.”
Despite their own fatigue, upperclassmen had real admiration for the middle
school dancers, and the universal opinion
of the cast is that everyone is bonded for
life, regardless of age, and regardless of
size of the role each actor played. And
that’s where 42nd Street and the cast of
the fictional Pretty Lady overlap. Putting
on a production is difficult and wonderful,
and it changes you forever.
So it comes as no surprise that a
lunch table full of cast members echoed
the sentiment of Callan Gies ’13, who
played Anytime Annie Reilly in all four
performances. “There is such a thing as
PMD [post-musical depression].” It’s what
happens when the adrenaline finally dies
down and the cast realizes that there
are no more rehearsals, no more shows.
But the depression dissipates when they
remember the words of assistant director
Grace Broyles ’13: “We’re really proud of
what we’ve done.”

Winter Music Concert
A little something for everyone
Living in Southern California has many
perks. For example, it’s usually sunny
and warm…even in December. While we
didn’t see any ridiculously high temperatures this December, it was still far from
inclement. Therefore, for some, holiday
music sometimes feels a little forced.
However, we’re happy to report that the
2011 Winter Music Concert did an amazing job of giving a sampling of musical
performances for the entire spectrum of
holiday spirit.
The concert opened with “Christmas
Concerto” by Corelli and swiftly moved
to a non-Christmas piece by our own Dr.
Parker called “What Is This Perfume?”
A lovely Mozart piece, “Sleigh Ride,”
performed by the orchestra preceded
classic carols from the Flintridge Singers:
“Deck the Hall,” “Jingle Bells,” and “I’ll
Be Home for Christmas” were all part
of the performance. “White Christmas”
was written for those who can’t help but
notice the limitations of the LA climate.
Just when the audience thought it
had been lulled into a state of winter bliss,
the jazz and rock ensembles enlivened
everyone into a beautiful bubble of
sound, proving once again that rock ‘n’
roll has no season. If you came craving
Irving Berlin, you would leave sated with a
new (or renewed) appreciation for Herbie
Hancock, John Coltrane, and Jeff Beck.
Directed by vocal music teacher Mr. Steve
Hill and instrumental music teacher Mr.
Jon Murray, it was a wonderful evening,
celebrating a season with spirit and
sound, and dreams of a white Christmas.

Students in grades 8-12 took the Norris
Auditorium stage on January 12 for this
year’s dance choreography showcase
“City Lights.” Beginning, intermediate
and advanced dance students, the Hip
Hop Club, Dance Team, and performers
from Junior Parent Dinner embodied the
city of LA as a place with history, style,
grit, and humanity.
A huge screen across the back of the
stage colorfully flashed; the theater lit up
with the lights of Los Angeles, and familiar
and not so familiar scenes flickered in and
out of focus. Each routine started with a
video montage and a voiceover introducing the theme of the piece.
Eighth graders Kelsey Fedde ’16,
Paris Fellows ’16, Aldridge Khin ’16, Laura
Mittelberg ’16, Wesley Thu ’16, and Erika
Winter’16 performed “Plugged In,” an
energetic hip hop routine, which alluded
to the overpowering presence of tech-

nology in our modern lives.“Paparazzi,”
performed by both the beginning and
intermediate classes, commented on the
superfluous attention we give Hollywood,
and included a group of students with
flashing cameras aimed at the dancers
from the edge of the stage.
Shifting gears to those who often
go unseen, “City People,” performed by
Kevin Cheng ’14, Laurie Hayrapetian ’13,
Shalini Sutharshana ’13, and Austin Roy
’13 was an elegant and tender exploration
of the isolated individual, as well as
interactions between strangers. Austin
Roy’s shopping cart prop alluded to the
social conditions that surround us.
Other performances explored
fashion, traffic, and protest movements.
The final performance “Hope,” exquisitely
performed by Christine Kazanchian ’14,
was a beautiful summation to the range of
performances.
A vibrant multimedia success, thanks
and congratulations go to dance teachers
Ms. Mattei and Ms. Thomas, as well as
drama teacher Mr. Lewis.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more performing arts stories and photos.
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Alumni News
Michael Smooke ’63
A collector’s passion
Michael Smooke ‘63 walks through the
basement of the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) like he knows
the place. And he does. On the Board
there for the past 20 years, his name is
listed just above Barbra Streisand’s. His
interest in LACMA stretches back many
years, and is arguably a family affair.
Michael’s parents, Nathan, a
member of the LACMA Board for close
to 15 years, and Marion Smooke started
purchasing paintings around 1970.
Michael had earned a BS in economics,
Phi Beta Kappa, from UCLA—though
he confesses he best remembers his art
history classes. Older brothers Barry
‘55 (UCLA BS) and Richard ‘56
(Stanford BS and UCLA MBA) were
pursuing careers in real estate.
Meanwhile Michael himself was becoming “fascinated and challenged” by
contemporary art, “picking up where my
parents left off.” After graduating from
Harvard Law School in 1970, he returned
to Los Angeles to practice bankruptcy
law and met his wife-to-be, Terri, on a
blind date. Soon after Michael and Terri
were married, in 1972, they went on an
art walk along La Cienega Boulevard.
They both fell in love with a lithograph
by Frank Stella.
“I told Terri, it’s a couch or the art;
we couldn’t afford both,” says Michael.
Terri immediately chose the art. A
collecting partnership was cemented,
“and we sat on the floor for a few more
months,” laughs Michael. “But we had
the print on the wall, and we loved it.”
Michael and Terri have been
immersed in the contemporary art
scene ever since. They began as junior
members of LACMA’s Modern and
Contemporary Art Council (MCAC).
This group of sophisticated donors and
collectors got into the “conceptual,

very avant-garde” art scene beginning
in the 1960s. The group visited artists,
exhibitions, and galleries, sponsored
educational events, travel and museum
acquisitions. Michael was president
of the MCAC from 1982–1987 and Terri,
from 1996–2000. Their daughters, a
lawyer and a doctor, both majored in art
history at Yale and also support the
Museum. The four grandchildren (ages
1-5) visit LACMA’s Boone Children’s
Gallery regularly. Art is a multi-generational obsession, and Michael is
seeing the same “discovery, learning,
and awareness” in his grandkids that
he did when he took his daughters on a
three-month tour of Europe when they
were very young. Michael’s brothers are
also collectors. Barry ’55 specializes in
contemporary works and Richard ’56,
photography.
“Contemporary art grabbed me,”
says Michael. “I find it interesting,
beautiful, fulfilling.” He and Terri have
an agreement that they “must both love
a piece in order to purchase it. One
time, a curator was visiting us at home,
and he asked us about a certain painting, ‘Do you still get up every morning
and look at it?’ The point is to enjoy it.”
Their traditional house is filled with art
and when they buy a new piece they
“just hang everything closer together,”
confesses Michael with a smile.
Michael’s professional career was
sparked by Flintridge history teacher

Mr. Frederick Best, who remarked after
a spirited classroom debate, “You argue
so much you should be a lawyer.”
Michael was the chair of the Los Angeles
real estate practice of the international
law firm Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP, for
20 years and is now the chair of the
real estate practice at the Beverly Hills
law firm Eisner, Kahan and Gorry. He
combines profession and passion when
he selects art for his law offices, using
the resources of LACMA’s Art Rental
and Sales Gallery. “I like letting people
live with art, and fall in love with it. One
piece I selected, made of hubcaps, was
a big risk, and a huge hit. People get
attached to certain works, which I always
find rewarding.”
He’s experienced the power of
art for himself and fosters it through
his lifelong involvement with LACMA.
Michael’s work there complements his
long-standing service on the board of
the Jewish Community Foundation and
the Board of Governors of Cedars-Sinai
Hospital. Overall, he’s interested in institutions “that serve the community and
make everyone’s lives a little richer.”
Why does art mean so much to
Michael? “It’s not necessarily about
looking at a pretty picture,” he explains,
“it’s about changing the way people
look at the world we live in, and the way
they interface with the art. Terri and I like
works that are challenging, that have a
lot of color and form, that have a historic
reference.” In 2002, LACMA announced
the naming of the Terri and Michael
Smooke Curator and Department Head
of Contemporary Art.
For Michael, the recent “Pacific
Standard Time” series of art installations
and exhibits city-wide, which covered
the art scene in LA from the 1960s
through the 1980s, has been “like visiting old friends. And I mean the art as
much as the artists. That couch we might
have bought in ’72 would have worn out
by now, but the Frank Stella lithograph
still hangs on our wall. And yes, we look
at it every day.”

1941
OGDEN KELLOGG is “Enjoying life on the farm in Oregon,
which is operated by my son,
Dan, Lynn, and some help from
the neighbors. Our annual
family gathering will be held
here in June—four generations
will be attending. Visitors are
welcome—always.”
1947
ROBIN BALDWIN is looking
forward to seeing all of his
classmates at the 40s decade
Reunion May 5.

1957
JAMES BRYANT attended the
Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club. For
photos from the event, please
see page 32.
1960
PETER BARNETT, STAN
HALES, and RORY HAYDEN
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6,
where they also met MARV
GARRETT’S ’59 son, DAVID
GARRETT ’88. See photos from
the event on page 33.

1962
VIC WHITE shared, “In August,
I had my aortic valve replaced
along with a portion of my
ascending aorta—a big deal.
Outside of that, things have
been fairly calm. After retiring as
a civilian employee of the Army
Corps of Engineers in Seattle, I
worked for a homeless shelter in
Seattle and was on the board of
another. Then we moved to San
Diego and I worked for a nonprofit that provides services for
domestic violence and sexual
assault victims. Then I was the

administrator for a growing
Unitarian Universalist congregation in Escondido, CA. After
that, real retirement, growth
as a Buddhist, and volunteering have been very important.
I have been a volunteer long
term care ombudsman for the
County of San Diego and now
I am a San Diego Hospice
patient care volunteer. Passions
include my spouse of 42 years,
San Diego Hospice volunteer
work, time we spend in Borrego
Springs, bicycling, and our dog
Freckles.”

Take the Plunge
Rollover an IRA to Flintridge Prep; it’s tax free!*

An IRA Charitable Rollover gift, up to $100,000, can go towards satisfying a taxpayer’s minimum distribution requirement. You must be age 701/2+ and make a direct distribution to Flintridge Prep.
The two-year extension of the IRA Charitable Rollover
law expired December 31, 2011. However, a new bill
titled the Public Good IRA Rollover Act of 2011 has been
introduced to permanently extend and expand the IRA

charitable rollover. While passage of the Public Good
IRA Rollover Act is unlikely, lawmakers are hopeful that a
short-term retroactive extension of the expired IRA
charitable rollover will happen sometime in 2012.*
For more information about an IRA Charitable
Rollover or other ways to help secure Flintridge Prep’s
future, please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or email yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org

*From the policy section of the website for the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE).
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BOB BUNKER ’62
In January 2011, I retired after 42
years at JPL. I was then rehired
back to my old job as the Chief
Engineer for NASA’s Spitzer Space
Telescope at up to half time.
Spitzer was launched in 2003 with
three infrared instruments that
could see out to 160 microns as
long as we had two degree Kelvin
super-fluid helium to keep our detectors cool to five degrees K. Zero
K is absolute zero! At this temperature we could see objects
as cold (or warm?) as 100 degrees K (room temperature is
about 300 degrees K). With our ability to see at infrared
wavelengths, we could see through the dust that obscures
our galactic center.
After five and a half years our helium was exhausted so
we heated up to about 28 degrees K. At that temperature,
only two wavelengths of one instrument were still working.
But with only these two we can still do some phenomenal
science! We recently confirmed the Kepler-22B earth-like
planet around a nearby star, 600 light years distant. Besides
confirming sightings by other missions, our scientists have
discovered other extraterrestrial planets around distant stars,
even in distant galaxies.
So now I have my office back and work as much as
I want. My wife and I, along with our oldest son, who lives
with us because of a disability, are moving to Nevada—first
Henderson (adjacent to Las Vegas) until our house is sold
in La Cañada. Then we will move to Spring Creek up near
Elko in northeast Nevada. Our other three sons have set
themselves on their life’s course. Two are lawyers and the
third is a grammar school teacher who recently completed
his MA in Public School Administration. Someday he will
be a principal. Two of our sons have families and we adore
our seven grandchildren—four boys and three girls—who
represent for me the first time in five generations there
are female offspring! Hope all of you are doing well. Prep
prepared me well! I have had a great career and a great life!
Now to enjoy my family! Cheers!
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1965
BYRON COATES attended
the Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club.
For photos from the event,
please see page 32.
1968
JOHN SLEETER attended the
Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club.
For photos from the event,
please see page 32.
1978
In October, ROBERT PARKER
attended and gave the opening
presentation at an international
magicians’ conference. Attendees came from as far as Belgium
and Malaysia. His co-presenters
included college professors,
the president of Austin College,
and the founder of Magicians
Without Borders, who has
performed around the world
for more than half a million
refugees. Closer to home,
Robert’s music was recently
heard in a Las Vegas showroom.
Besides his work on various
Prep performances, his works
for handbells and an anthem for
strings and chorus, composed
especially for the Los Angeles
Children’s Orchestra, were
premiered in the fall at Oneonta
Congregational Church in South
Pasadena; and during Christmas, “Angel’s Song,” a festival
toccata for brass and organ,
was performed in Australia.
Robert’s music gets its southern
hemisphere premiere! Robert
also performed at a World AIDS
Day choral-music concert on
December 1. On the day before
the concert, Pasadena was
devastated by higher-thangale-force winds, and much of
the city was without power, but
the sponsors and all the participants felt that on this night,
it was even more important to
hold a concert that celebrated
life and courage. The choir consisted of members of nearly a

dozen Pasadena-area churches,
featured the display of panels
from the AIDS Quilt, and was
sponsored by the Pasadena
Pride Center and Pasadena’s
Good Shepherd Church.
Proceeds were donated to the
Pasadena AIDS Service Center.
See the article written by
CHIP JACOBS on page 13.
1983
LEE WALMSLEY of everGREEN
Landscape Architects, Inc. has
been appointed to the Board
of Trustees at Ganna Walska’s
Lotusland in Montecito. He will
bring his expertise for creating
healthy, environmentally friendly, energy efficient gardens to
this historically significant landscape. Previously, Lee served
on the Board of Directors of the
US Green Building Council local
chapter and taught other professionals seeking their green
credentials. Lotusland’s roots
as a garden are 130 years old.
More than 40 acres, it includes
a valuable and diverse variety
of plant species, such as palms,
cycads, ferns, succulents, and
begonias from all around the
world in a picturesque display
and setting. Today, it is considered one of the top 10 gardens
in the US.
1984
DAVE AFINOWICZ and PETER
JONES attended the San
Francisco Alumni Reception
February 6 at One Market
Restaurant. For photos from the
event, please see page 33.
DON SCARAMASTRA
attended the Seattle Alumni
Reception March 1 at The
Rainier Club. For photos from
the event, please see page 32.
1986
MATT CONROY emailed to
say, “2012 has been a very
busy year so far. I’m pleased to
say that after 10+ years of working in the suburbs, I recently
accepted a position with
Peppercom, an award-winning
mid-sized public relations firm
based in Manhattan. It’s an
exciting new step in my career.
I’d love to touch base with any
fellow alums or ‘86ers based in

or passing through New York.
My wife, Marna, is a senior software engineer at IBM, traveling
the world and explaining things
to people that are far beyond
my powers. Our daughter,
Madeleine, is now 11 and finishing 6th grade, while our son,
Kieran, has just turned 10 and
is in his final year of elementary
school.”
BRITNEY EYRAUD HARDIE
and CHRIS HUGHES attended
the Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club. For
photos from the event, please
see page 32.
1987
INGRID MORRIS ENSING,
MIKE REA, and JEFF ROSENFELD attended the Seattle
Alumni Reception March 1
at The Rainier Club. For photos
from the event, please see
page 32.
1988
SAM COLEMAN attended
the Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club.
For photos from the event,
please see page 32.
DAVID GARRETT and
CEC SERRANO-McLAUGHLIN
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant.
For photos from the event,
please see page 33.
ALICIA SMITH MILLER and
her husband, Matt, welcomed
their daughter, Delaney Mireille
Miller (7 lbs., 5 oz., 20 in.) on
November 26.
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in his own words

1963
KEN FORD attended the
Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club.
For photos from the event,
please see page 32.

1989
CAROLINE FREEDMAN
O’HARE just returned from a
mini solo trip through Europe
visiting France, Italy, Germany,
and The Netherlands. “It was a
blast! And one of the best parts
was being able to see the lovely
CYNTHIA VERGON. I stayed
with her and her sons for two
days in Frangy. Cynthia is doing
fantastic and is still the amazing girl I knew from Prep. The
French Alps must have magical
qualities because she hasn’t
aged a day. I was only gone for
about two and a half weeks, but
I was able to spend a couple
of days in each city, except
Florence, where I stayed 5 days.
Overall I visited Paris, Frangy,
Florence, Vatican City, Munich,
Berlin, and Amsterdam. I did
walking tours almost every day,
took in some incredible museums and churches, ate amazing
food, and was even able to
squeeze in a cabaret in Berlin,
which was insane!”
DEBORAH SCARAMASTRA
attended the Seattle Alumni
Reception March 1 at The
Rainier Club. For photos from
the event, please see page 32.
EVAN WINET attended the
San Francisco Alumni Reception February 6 at One Market
Restaurant. For photos from the
event, please see page 33.
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Interest rates are low; earn more
with a charitable gift annuity
with Flintridge Prep!
A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the rest of your
life, offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and also support Flintridge
Prep. Gift annuities can be created with cash, securities, or real estate.
Payment rates are based on age. Below are a few examples of our
guaranteed annual payment rates*:
Rates for an Individual
Two Lives—Joint and Survivor
				
Age
Rate
Younger
Older
Rate
65
4.7%
65
66-68
4.3%
68
4.9%
68
72-75
4.6%
70
5.1%
70
72-74
4.7%
73
5.5%
73
78-80
5.1%
NEW
75
5.8%
75
79-81
5.3%
RATES!
78
6.4%
78
80-81
5.6%
80
6.8%
80
83-84
6.0%
83
7.4%
83
85
6.5%
85
7.8%
85
88
7.1%
88
8.4%
88
88
7.6%

For more information, please call Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at 818.949.5524
or email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
* Rates in effect through June 30, 2012.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

1990
CHRIS BRYAN attended the
Seattle Alumni Reception March
1 at The Rainier Club. For photos from the event, please see
page 32.
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SEATTLE ALUMNI RECEPTION
On March 1, alumni living in the Seattle area gathered at The Rainier Club to meet other local alumni,
faculty, friends, and out-of-town alumni visitors. Peter
Bachmann, Sarah Cooper, Midge Kimble, Kim Kinder,
and Peter Vaughn were in town for a conference and
brought the lovely Southern California weather with
them.
Attendees spanned graduation years from 19572005, but overall the 80s were the most represented. A
special guest of the evening was June Lowery Lamson,
daughter of school founder, Doane Lowery.
Carrie Ting ’03 shared, “The Seattle Prep Alumni
Reception was a wonderful event. I had a great time
reuniting with the Prep faculty in town and catching up
with old friends, Katie Kimble ’03 and Stephanie Liu
’02, who are now living in the area. Everyone made new
connections, and I even discovered that a coworker,
Mike Rea ’87, is also a fellow Prep alum!”

Top: Ingrid Morris Ensing ’87, Jeff Rosenfeld ’87, Chris Hughes ’86,
Britney Eyraud Hardie ’86, and Mike Rea ’87. Bottom left: Katie
Kimble Grooms ’03 and Tyler Grooms. Bottom right: Katy Thompson
’05, Peter Bachmann, and Carrie Ting ’03.

BIJAN KARIMI, MIKE
REILLY, and LELAND YEE
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant.
For photos from the event,
please see opposite page.
1991
GEORGE BRUMDER and
STEPHANIE HOOKER
MURPHY attended the Seattle
Alumni Reception March 1 at
The Rainier Club. For photos
from the event, please see
this page, left.
SARAH SHECTMAN and
NICOLE HAIMS TREVOR
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant. For
photos from the event, please
see opposite page.
KAREN PEARSON WHITT
and her husband, Scott, were
thrilled to welcome their fourth
child, Emily, to their family in
February (below). Karen enjoyed
seeing everyone at the 20th
class reunion last May and
sends everyone warm wishes for
a great year.

1992
KENT GERMAN is the Senior
Managing Editor for CNET Reviews. He lives in San Francisco
with his partner of nine years.
Kent attended the San Francisco Alumni Reception February
6 at One Market Restaurant. For
photos from the event, please
see opposite page.

friends at the wedding. SANJAY
DALUVOY stood as my best
man. Also attending our wedding were GIANNI CHECA,
BRANDON YIP, and RITA KIM
ZABAT. We honeymooned in
Tahiti, Moorea, and Bora Bora.
We even stayed at the ‘Couples
Retreat’ resort in Bora Bora. It’s
been an amazing few months!”
(See photo below.)

SHIRIN KARIMI shared, “My
husband, Mike Webb, and I
welcomed our second son, Ryan
Barkley Webb, to the world on
August 24, 2011. Ryan joins his
big brother, Samuel Patrick. Sam
and Ryan are Prepsters in the
making (above). They have the
good fortune of spending time
with Auntie STACEY GOMEZ
WEBB and Uncle BIJAN KARIMI. Ryan is the spitting image
of Bijan, and if I am lucky, he
will turn out as well rounded as
his uncle. If you are wondering,
Stacey and I married brothers,
Mike and Scott. It is a long story
and I’m sure we will tell it at the
reunion. Stacey and Scott live in
Los Angeles and we see them
as often as our schedules allow.
Stacey is the Director of Marketing at Ole Henriksen. Though
it has been 20 years, half of our
conversations begin with, ‘Do
you remember that time....’
Mike and I live in the Los Feliz
area of Los Angeles. We spend
time with KRISTIE SEVERO
GELLAR and her clan of three
boys and a little girl (!!!) due
any minute. All of us have fond
memories of Prep—our friends,
our teachers, and our classes.”
ED PAK got married on
October 15 at the Athenaeum
at CalTech to Jennifer Yoon
(now Jennifer Chae Pak). “Although it wasn’t La Cañada, it
was as close to ‘home’ as we
could get at finding the perfect
venue of our big day. It was
a beautiful ceremony and we
wouldn’t have wanted it any
other way. Personally, it was
even more meaningful to have
a few of my closest high school

1993
EMILY EYRAUD O’TOOLE
attended the Seattle Alumni
Reception March 1 at The
Rainier Club. For photos from
the event, please see opposite
page.
PAT LEINEWEG is currently a
student at the Command & Staff
Course at the Marine Corps
University in Quantico, VA,
where he is also working toward
his MA in Military Studies. Pat,
his wife Carrie, and their little
girl Aubrey live in Fredericksburg, where they enjoy the
culture and rich traditions of a
small town steeped in Civil and
Revolutionary War history. Pat is
looking forward to moving back
to the San Diego area later this
summer to fly helicopters in the
operational fleet.
1994
ALBERT CHENG and SCOTT
SULLIVAN attended the San
Francisco Alumni Reception
February 6 at One Market
Restaurant. For photos from
the event, please see this page,
right.

SAM THAKARAR and his
wife, Allyson, had a baby girl,
Eva Selene Thakarar, on March
9, 2011. “Eva is a year old
now, and Allyson and I continue
to enjoy the daily reminders
about how little we know about
parenthood. Below is a picture
of Eva at eight months.”

1995
ETHAN SILVERS and Emma
Ford welcomed their first
child, Gabriel, into the world
in December (see below).
Everyone is healthy and doing
great. Ethan and ROB CORTEWAY attended the San Francisco Alumni Reception February
6 at One Market Restaurant. For
photos from the event, please
see this page, right.

1996
KIMBERLY KRELL O’CONNELL
shares, “On January 17 my
husband, Colin O’Connell, and
I welcomed fraternal twins into
our family. Grace Elizabeth
O’Connell was born at 1:53 pm
and CJ (Colin John O’Connell
Jr.) was born at 1:54 pm. Our
eldest daughter, Catie, loves
being a big sister. This past
summer we purchased a new
home in Marin County to hold
our growing family. It’s been a
busy year for us.”
KATY TUCKER STEINKRAUS
attended the Seattle Alumni
Reception March 1 at The
Rainier Club. For photos from
the event, please see opposite
page.

SAN FRANCISCO ALUMNI
Alumni spanning several generations (1960-2011)
gathered at One Market Restaurant in San Francisco on
February 6 to visit with Peter Bachmann and meet other
alumni living in the Bay Area. Guests were treated to
hors d’oeuvres, beverages, and great conversation.
Peter Barnett ’60, Stan Hales ’60, and Rory Hayden ’60,
who stay in touch, were delighted to reconnect with
David Garrett ’88, the son of their high school friend,
Marv ’59, joking that Marv’s aged very well.
Everyone enjoyed reacquainting with high school
classmates across the decades. Alumni from the 80s
were seen mingling with alumni from the 90s and
beyond, sharing stories about careers, commutes, and
family. Peter Jones ’84 declared that he’s running the
Napa marathon this spring, while Rob Corteway ’95
and Nicole Haims Trevor ’91, who was in town for a
conference, realized that they attended the same college and lived in the same dorm a few years apart.
New to the group were alums Naomi Hatanaka ’11
and Jesse Redding ’11, who were introduced to other
UC Berkeley students Allison Berger ’08 and Laura
Glass ’08. Thank you to everyone who came out and
made it such a great night!

Top: Peter Barnett ’60, David Garrett ’88, Rory Hayden ’60, and
Stan Hales ’60. Bottom: Alex Chu ’04, Loren Yu ’04, Peter Jones ’84,
and Ann Costner ’02.

See a slideshow at preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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REUNIONs and Holiday Party
On December 26, Peter Bachmann joined faculty
in greeting alumni from Classes 2001 and 2006
who returned to campus to celebrate their ten and
five-year Reunions.
Erin Prickett ’06 shared, “I’m grateful for the
Prep family—both faculty and students alike.
It’s a remarkable group of individuals, and I’m
lucky to know such gifted, accomplished, and kind
people. It was especially nice catching up with my
classmates. I’ve always felt a tremendous sense
of pride in being a member of my class. It’s a really
special group.”
“I really enjoyed my ten-year reunion,”
exclaimed Vincent Mateus ’01, who has recently
been seen around campus substitute teaching,
writing for the web, and announcing the Prep
basketball games. “It was such a pleasure learning
how my classmates have spent the past ten years
and tracing the arc of their lives from when I saw
them last to now. What impresses me most is how,
for the most part, everyone appeared very happy
with their lives and enthusiastic about what they’re
currently doing. Even those few who expressed
ambivalence seemed far from unhappy. With a
little luck and the magical internet, I hope to keep
watching their lives progress over the next several
decades.”
After the Reunions, alums traveled to Old
Town Pasadena to join the celebration at ix tapa
Cantina, where alumni of all ages were reconnecting. According to Art Stetson, Director of Admissions, “For me, there’s no more gratifying event
than our Alumni Holiday Party in Old Town. I get
to see so many recent alumni, who I first met when
they were 11 or 13 years old, and who are now
off at college or making their way out in the ‘real
world’. It’s a real hug fest! The timing couldn’t be
better for energizing me for the busy season of
interviews, file reading, and decisions awaiting me
when I get back to my office after the holidays.
It reminds me of why my work matters and what
type of individuals we’re looking for. My only
regret is that I can’t spend more time with each
of them as they’re swept by me in that crowded
but happy river of smiling faces. It’s an image I’m
happy to say stays with me.” Crowded is right!
This year, we reached a record of over 400 alumni
in attendance! Our apologies to those who had
to wait in the really long line.
Top: Class of 2001; Middle: Class of 2006; Bottom: Alumni Holiday Party

See more at alumni.flintridgeprep.org
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LIZ VARNELL moved back to
LA after 15 years in NY and SF.
“My husband was recruited for
a new gig and I just accepted a
position as Executive Editor of
Angeleno magazine. We found
a great flat in Santa Monica,
just off Montana, and I’ve
traded a morning run on Crissy
Field below the Golden Gate
for one along Ocean Avenue
toward the pier.” See page 7.
1997
CHARLEY BUSH and Kathy
Hwang got engaged on
December 28, 2011 (see below).
“No date is set yet, but we’re
thinking before 2013.” Charley
is currently working on research
to improve New Product Adoption (digital/product/service).
“If anyone has any experience
in bringing new offerings to
market, please email me at
research@3strandinnovation.
com. Thanks!”

MICHELLE HEESEMAN
ALTMAN, CHRIS LEE, and
JACQUELINE EPLEY TEGART
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant. For
photos from the event, please
see page 33.
1998
MIKE LOUIE and his wife,
Mindy, live in Silicon Valley and
celebrated their 5th anniversary
on September 9, 2011. On
February 17, 2012, they introduced Jeremy and Maya to the
world. Mike is thankful that the
entire Louie family, including
Uncle MARK LOUIE ’95 and
Auntie EMILY CHAN ’99, live
nearby and share life with the

twins. When Mike isn’t bottlefeeding, changing diapers, or
catching up on desperately
needed sleep, he enjoys his
career as VMware’s Internal
Communications Manager. You
can find his video productions
and family adventures on his
personal blog: www.mklouie.
com. (See below.)

sister, JILL GOWER ’00, and her
husband, GRIFFIN BALL ’96,
also attended (see above).

BRIAN GEORGE and his
wife, Trish, welcomed the arrival
of their third child, and first
daughter, Aspen Willow, on
November 7, 2011. Landon is
now two and Hunter will be four
in May. They continue to live in
Manhattan Beach (see below).

2000
SKIP BRANSON started his own
trust and probate litigation law
practice in December and is
running a program at USD Law.
2001
KENNETH KIM and SHAUNA
FRASER were married on
October 1 in Pasadena (below).
Prep alums in the wedding
party included: best men STEVE
WESTERVELT and MARC
HAMUD, bridesmaid REBECCA
FOWLER and Groomsmen
KELLOGG BRENGEL and
BLAKE CARROLL. Guests from

the class of 2001 included:
ELLEN CHOI, CHRISTINE
WANG TSAI, LEANNE STEIN,
NOEL KVISLER, MICHAEL
NIJJAR, TIM GUILANIANS,
STEVE PEARSON, BRYAN
YOUNG, BEN WATT, JULIE
CARROLL, and WEST VANE.
Guests from the class of 2000
included IMRAN AHMAD and
DREW PRICKETT. Guests from
the class of 2002 included
ABHILASHA BANSKOTA,
ALLISON MAGINN, and
CHRISTIAN NEWTH. Also in
attendance was KAITLIN
WOOD from the class of 2005.
They honeymooned in Jordan
and the Maldives, and now
reside in Manhattan Beach with
their dog Riley. Both work in

JEFFREY GOWER married
Sylvia Mohen on January 14,
2012, in Meads Bay, Anguilla.
Multiple conga lines were
enjoyed by all. CHRIS SMITH
was best man and formed a
quarter of the vice squad along
with the groom and fellow Prep
alums LAWRENCE PARK and
LARRY FU. The vice squad is
a group noted for their enthusiastic consumption of Miami
Vice (a mixture of piña colada
and strawberry daiquiri). Jeff’s

[]

Double Up
with a matching gift!
Corporate matching gifts can boost the power of your donation.
Check with your employer about a company matching program or
contact Donna Merchant at dmerchant@flintridgeprep.org.
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ALUMNI COMEDYSPORTZ

ARCHIVES
ARE OPEN
Donations welcome!

Can you say “competitive improv” without smiling?
If so, you probably have never seen a ComedySportz
match, in which teams of quick-witted types square off
against one another for hilarious, off-the-cuff, unscripted sketches; winners are determined by audience
applause.
On January 6, 2012, Prep ComedySportz alumni
returned to campus for the 5th year in a row to take
on the student team. An audience of 150 current and
former students and parents were frequently convulsed
with laughter as inspired-on-the-spot improv games
like Expert Challenge, New Choice, Dear Diary and
Emotional Party plumbed new heights and depths of
comedy. There was even a “Brown Bag Foul” called by
the professional referee for a (slightly!) off-color remark.
The alumni team included Jeremiah Wang ‘07, Jeff
DeFond ’10, Kathleen Sheehy ‘10, Patricia McGown ‘10,
Jack McLaughlin ‘10, Matt Grobar ‘10, Dyllan Fernandez ‘10, and Keenan Buchanan ‘10, with “designated
jokesters” Charlie Kennedy ’10 and Kevin Flynn ’10
playing for both teams. The students fielded Kellan
Rohde ’12, Evan Grobar ‘14, Mary Clare Plaschke ‘13,
James Hotti ‘14, William Vose ‘14 and Tyler Crissman
’14. Student team captain Katie Eiler ’12 told The
Flintridge Press that competing with graduates “is like
looking into the eyes of a fierce and beautiful jaguar—
both terrifying and thrilling.”
After scenes featuring French bread, Bollywood,
a streetcar in Oz and a dating game where the “bachelor” chose among an octopus, a toaster oven, King
Louis XIV, and Kanye West (all portrayed by the student
team), the students were victorious. But, as Charlie
Kennedy ’10 told The Press, the alumni had a great
night too. “Getting to play with all my old friends again
as well as performing with the new players who have
clearly carried the baton forward, the alumni match is
one of the best ways to come back and have fun with
everyone at Prep.”

Kevin Flynn ’10, Keenan Buchanan ’10, Jack McLaughlin ’10, and
Kathleen Sheehy ’10.

36

For details, please contact
Jacqueline Epley Tegart '97,
Director of Alumni Relations,
at alumni@flintridgeprep.org.

downtown LA, where Ken is a
consultant for PwC and Shauna
is an attorney at Lewis Brisbois
Bisgaard & Smith LLP.
2002
ANNE COSTNER and
CAROLINE McCORMICK
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant.
For photos from the event,
please see page 33.
STEPHANIE LIU attended
the Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club. For
photos from the event, please
see page 32.
2003
KATIE KIMBLE GROOMS and
CARRIE TING attended the
Seattle Alumni Reception March
1 at The Rainier Club. For
photos from the event, please
see page 32.
See the article written by
EMILY ANSARA BAINES on
page 15.
2004
ALEX CHU and LOREN YU
attended the San Francisco
Alumni Reception February 6
at One Market Restaurant. For
photos from the event, please
see page 33.
2005
TOM McLEAN is working at
Crowell, Weedon & Co. in LA
and just acquired his Series 7
license. “I’m looking forward to
the new challenge of being a
broker in today’s financial markets. I’d like to thank everyone

in the Flintridge community,
from teachers and coaches to
my fellow alums for all their
support over the past years.
Working with the cross country
and track teams immediately
after graduating from college
allowed me to see the great
network that Prep has and
the kindness exhibited on a
daily basis. I look forward to the
chance of returning to assist
with Prep’s teams in the future.”
KATY THOMPSON attended
the Seattle Alumni Reception
March 1 at The Rainier Club. For
photos from the event, please
see page 32.
2006
AYANA MARTIN is a PhD
candidate at Wake Forest
University, where she is studying
molecular medicine. She is currently the president of the Black
Graduate Student Association.
2007
ZAK SALEHIPOUR graduated
last spring from USC with a
BS in Business and Cinematic
Arts. He had several internships
throughout his college years
in the entertainment business,
including NBC’s The Tonight
Show with Conan O’Brien (for
the entire run of the show) and
FOX’s Alternative Entertainment
department, which includes
shows such as American Idol,
Hell’s Kitchen, and So You Think
You Can Dance. He is now working full-time at Management
360, a talent management firm
in Beverly Hills, as an assistant
to one of the managers.

melissa kobe

THE FLINTRIDGE PREP

LAUREN WEINBERGER
(right) was crowned Miss Los
Angeles Chinatown 2012.
“Lauren graduated Magna Cum
Laude and Phi Beta Kappa
from Vanderbilt University this
past May, with a double major
in communication studies and
Spanish, and a minor in corporate strategy. Lauren plans to
pursue a graduate degree in
the near future. She currently
works in television production
and aspires to impact Hollywood by becoming a feature
film producer. In addition to her
interest in the entertainment industry, Lauren has a passion for
volunteering. She joined Best
Buddies, an organization that
pairs students and individuals
with mental disabilities, tutored
student immigrants in Nashville,
and participated in service trips
to animal sanctuaries throughout the South. In her free
time, Lauren enjoys travelling,
playing basketball, practicing
the piano, and spending time
with her family. She is happy to
be back in Los Angeles after
college and is excited for her
future.” — misslachinatown.com

CONNECT
Volunteers welcome!
2008
ALLISON BERGER and LAURA
GLASS attended the San
Francisco Alumni Reception
February 6 at One Market
Restaurant. For photos from the
event, please see page 33.
KYLE EDWARDS, a senior
at Princeton University, was
awarded a Marshall Scholarship,
which covers the cost of graduate study and living at a British
university of the recipient’s
choice for two to three years.
Kyle will continue her study of

There are several opportunities to contribute to the school
in meaningful ways, such as speaking at Senior Horizons,
assisting the College Counseling Office, helping with the
Annual Fund phone-a-thon, coordinating reunions, coaching, collecting classnotes for PrepTalk, becoming a class
agent, judging the Science Fair, etc. Please contact Jacqueline Epley Tegart at alumni@flintridgeprep.org if you are
interested in volunteering.

Mentoring
Being part of the Flintridge Prep community goes well beyond solidarity within your own class. Many are finding that
when they reach out and get in touch with others, they get
amazing leads about colleges, careers, and more. Contact
us to get involved.

He’s come a long way!
Ramses Barden ’04 wins the Super Bowl with the New York
Giants! Prep welcomed him home and retired his jersey on
April 20. Look for photos of the ceremony in the Summer
PrepTalk.

Class notes wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org
or by phone, 818.949.5526. You may also use the online
Alumni Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline
Epley Tegart, Director of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 4543 Crown Avenue, La Cañada Flintridge,
CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406. Email digital images (JPEG or
TIF file format, 300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send
photo prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and
photos may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web
pages, depending on image quality and space availability.

Peer counselor Ramses Barden (in 2004) camping at the
9th grade trip.
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ALUMNI SPORTS DAY

Alumni battle it out to win
three out of four contests
An annual tradition, Alumni Sports Day is the
perfect mix of competition and camaraderie.
Spectators who like to root for the Rebels
might find themselves confused. Who do you
root for when everyone’s basically on the same
team?
“The alumni—always root for the alumni,”
says Athletic Director Alex Rivera. “It’s their
day!”
And they had a great day, overall winning
three out of four contests (coed soccer 6-1,
coed water polo 11-10, and girls’ basketball
44-34). Highlights from the games included the
shootout against the Varsity water polo team,
who went to CIF for the first time in five years,
and the Varsity boys’ basketball team, defending its CIF title, appropriately mopped up the
floor with the alumni (118-91).
Good news if it’s been a while since graduation—in a matchup of youth versus experience,
experience typically wins out. Which reminds
us—has it been a while since you participated in
Alumni Sports Day? Put it on your calendar for
December 21, 2012.
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the intersection of bioethics
and public policy at Oxford.
Eventually, she plans to study
family law. Active in both the
sciences and the arts, she currently serves as president of the
Student Bioethics Forum, and
also is a member and former
music director of the women’s a
cappella singing group Tigressions. She received the R.W. Van
de Velde Award for outstanding
junior independent work from
the Wilson School in 2011 and
the University’s Shapiro Prize for
Academic Excellence in 2010.
Also in 2010, she volunteered
for the Fresh Air Fund, a New
York City nonprofit serving
underprivileged urban youth,
coordinating medical information. In addition, Kyle held an
internship with the San Gabriel
Valley Council of Governments,
helping coordinate and promote the council’s housing and
homelessness committee.
2009
Students elected
MIKEY GERAGOS
to serve as Undergraduate Student
Government (USG)
President at USC
in the 2012-2013
school year. Mikey, a junior
majoring in planning, policy and
development with a minor in
business law, currently serves
as USC’s Director of University Affairs. A member of the
Student Senate last year, Mikey
also served as Speaker of the
Senate, for which he won the
“Senator of the Year Award.” He
is a member of Society 53, the
USC Alumni Association’s student outreach program, where
he has been on the board for
two years. He is a member of
Sigma Chi Fraternity, serving
on the executive board. He currently sits on the general education review board as well as the
sustainability board. Last year
he won the “Tommy’s Student
Governance Award” for leadership in multiple organizations.
Mikey, whose Trojan legacy runs
for many generations said, “I’ve
known I wanted to be president
since I stepped on this campus.

With that dream now a reality,
I won’t take it for granted.”
In his first two years at
Kenyon College, WILLIE
PLASCHKE joined the Kenyon
College Chamber Singers,
musically directed two studentrun musicals, played keyboards
and sang in an all-male Lady
Gaga cover-band (Lord Gaga),
took voice lessons, and had
poetry accepted into various
student-run literary magazines.
Furthermore, he joined a small
all-male a cappella group, The
Kokosingers (the Kokes), who
tour the east coast every year
and have recorded numerous CDs. In his junior year, he
continues to a) sing with and
arrange songs for the Kokes, b)
take voice lessons, tentatively
planning a senior year recital,
and c) write poetry for literary
magazines. He is a philosophy
major and a double minor in
music and religious studies.
His favorite classes at Kenyon
have been Medieval Philosophy, Knowledge of the Other:
Journey to the East (a sociology
seminar), and Introduction to
Poetry. He is currently enjoying
his Christian Mysticism class and
his Moral Psychology seminar,
among others. His senior year,
he plans on re-joining the
Chamber Singers and musically
directing a concert version of
Stephen Sondheim’s Company.
2010
Sophomore forward MEGAN
MUSASHI represented the
University of La Verne on the
2012 All-Southern California
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Team, having earned a
Second Team selection in a vote
of league coaches.
2011
NAOMI HATANAKA and
JESSE REDDING attended the
San Francisco Alumni Reception February 6 at One Market
Restaurant. For photos from
the event, please see page
33. Naomi’s charity, AWOOO,
has officially filed for nonprofit
status. Contact her at naomihatanaka@mac.com for more
information about how you can
help.

in memoriam
Susan Owaki Bierman passed away January 16, 2012
surrounded by loved ones. A graduate of Mount St. Mary’s
College, Susan worked for years as a registered nurse at
various Los Angeles hospitals. A woman of endless generosity,
she volunteered at Koreh LA helping with a reading program
at Los Angeles schools. She also became an active force in the
progressive Catholic movement, organizing the local chapter
of Call To Action—an organization that fights for the equality of
women, gays, and other under-represented groups within the
Catholic Church. Survived by her loving husband Jack Bierman,
and daughters, LISA ‘03 and Clare, she will be deeply missed
by many.
Dr. RUSSELL EDWARD HARNER ’57, of Travelers Rest, SC,
husband of Mary “Muff” Caffey Harner, died peacefully in his
home on Sunday, January 29, 2012. Russ was born May 28,
1939, in Hollywood Hospital in Los Angeles, CA, of physician
Howard Richard Harner and Rose Marie Schiller Harner. He was
a Duke Medical School graduate, a Baskin Palmer Eye Institute
resident, and an American Academy of Ophthalmology Fellow.
He was a Lt. Colonial in the US Navy, where he served in the
Vietnam War. He practiced ophthalmology in Greenville from
1972 until 2003, when he retired. In addition to his wife, Russ
is survived by daughter, Anne-Marie Himmel; sons, Charles
Andrew Wilkins, Jr., David Edward Harner, and John Walter
Wilkins; four grandchildren, Eliza Anne Himmel, William Edward
Harner, Samuel Bates Harner, and Eva Wynne Wilkins. A memorial service was held February 3 in Greenville, SC.
PATRICK MARTIN ’94 who passed away on January 3, 2012,
is remembered by the Prep community on page 22.
Fred E. Rosell, Jr., father of KERRY ROSELL ’75, passed away
on February 24. His funeral was held on Thursday, March 1, in
Madison, Alabama. A full military service was held including 21
gun salute and the playing of “Taps.”
JOHN SCHOLL ’48
passed away on December
11 in Sherman Oaks, CA.
He was a member of the
“lunch bunch,” along
with JOHN EVANS ’48,
ROBERT DeJERNETT ’48
and the late MARSHALL
ARNOLD ’48. The group
loved getting together a
couple times a year. John
and Robert share, “we will
miss him!”

Standing clockwise: Marshall Arnold,
John Evans, Bob DeJernett, and Jack
Scholl.
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include prep in your estate plan

Become a member
of the Lowery Society!
Flintridge Preparatory School established the
Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize
individuals who remember the school in their
estate plans or through other deferred giving
arrangements.

Doane M. Lowery
Founder and First President
Flintridge Preparatory School

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy
and commitment to excellence and student
development. Individuals who take the step to
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Chevy on the levee?
Ford in the fjord?

Time to take the T-bird away?
Prep Loves Vehicle Donations . . .
through Cars 4 Causes!

include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans will be
honored as members of the Lowery Society.

To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep,
please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,

Flintridge Preparatory School offers a rigorous, moral,
and intimate learning environment, nurturing in its
students the skills, knowledge, values, and inspiration
essential to a rewarding college experience, a lifelong
embrace of education, a devotion to community, and
a full and responsible life.

at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
PrepTalk is printed on paper which
includes post consumer fiber.

70 %
26 %
		
4%

of the sale price goes to Flintridge Prep
of the sale price goes to kids’ charities
supported by Cars 4 Causes
of the sale price goes for service fees to Cars 4 Causes

100 % of the sale price is tax deductible* by YOU
Help the students at Flintridge Prep and, in the process,
kids in programs supported by Cars 4 Causes.
It’s a win-win! Go to www.cars4causes.net and be sure
to indicate Flintridge Preparatory School in the
“designate additional charity” window.

For details, please go to: www.cars4causes.net

preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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*You will receive a receipt from Cars 4 Causes. Transactions over $500
will be receipted with a 1098C tax form; if the transaction is less than $500
you will receive an acknowledgement letter.
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