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Great Wall, or a cruise down the Danube? Share your travel
photos with us. Just pack your PrepTalk—perfect for reading
on the plane—and take a photo of you and the magazine at
monuments on your vacations and business jaunts.
Email your snapshots and captions to alumni@flintridgeprep.
org. We’ll cull the photos and share them throughout the
year. Let’s see how far around the globe PrepTalk can travel.

Makayla Campbell ’15

3,420 watts are saved each hour in Prep’s
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of 18 light fixtures in 2010.
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From the Headmaster

LOCALLY
THINKING GLOBALLY
ACTING

by Bailey Shiffler

As I write this article, I’m looking at a familiar oak tree, with its carpet of leaves
and acorns. It’s the same tree I’ve viewed each day for 22 years from my office—
the oak I first saw 33 years ago when I interviewed for a job teaching history and
English with then-headmaster Ed Anderson.
The 20s Building beyond my window was my teaching home for years, and it still
houses history and English classrooms. The senior lawn and patio remain familiar
centerpieces of campus, yet the Chandramohan Library to the south testifies
to growth and progress within a familiar setting. The campus evolves, but its
essence is known to generations.
The Flintridge Prep experience, like the campus, evolves in each of its graduates
over time, as the core habits and values are sustained in the midst of changing
circumstances. As I enjoyed lunch with a number of graduates in New York
recently, I noted their enriched language, which does the English Department
proud, their grasp of contemporary issues, courtesy of the History Department,
their cosmopolitan stories of other lands and languages, their work that required
mathematical and scientific analysis, and their debates over favorite museums.
I marveled at a sustainable education that embraced lifelong learning.
I also heard stories of community commitment from urban teachers, public
policy analysts, coaches, and big brothers. Mostly, I found myself laughing at the
pitch perfect dialogue of one-liners among old friends, honed over a lifetime
of affection begun in childhood and continued through the decades.
Sustainability is a broadly used term, and sometimes it threatens to expand
beyond real meaning. But as I look at the campus, its students, teachers, and
graduates, I know that it means lasting significance in a rapidly changing world,
a version of home and family made precious over time.

The Prep campus is green and getting
greener thanks to the work of a cadre
of teachers, students, and staff who are
passionate about sustainability.
The school has long been focused
on energy efficiency and pooling
resources, but recent projects have the
campus taking a deeper look at how
it can reduce, reuse, and recycle.
In the summer of 2011, Nick
Ponticello and Sarah Smock ‘04 embarked on a professional development
journey that has shaped the way
they teach, as well as the way they
look at the world.
Close friends and colleagues,
the pair enrolled in two sustainabilityfocused summer classes at UCLA with
strikingly different expectations.
Ponticello, who earned his bachelor’s in math and astrophysics from UC
Berkeley, has always been interested in
the environment and hoped to integrate
sustainability-related applications into
his classroom.
Smock, who earned her bachelor’s
in bioengineering at UC San Diego, was
somewhat of a skeptic. She had viewed
environmental issues as overblown and
was ready to look at the often-politicized
issues in an academic light.
When the class was finished, Smock
and Ponticello felt compelled to use

Peter Bachmann
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Environmental Science students tour Caltech with John Onderdonk ’94, director of sustainability programs at the Institute.

what they learned to help take
Prep’s commitment to sustainability
to a higher level.
“When we got back to school in
the fall, we immediately created
sustainability initiatives to make the
Prep campus more focused on the
environment,” Ponticello says.
Smock was no longer a skeptic.
“This is one of the biggest long-term
issues of our time” she says. “It’s a
slow change with big impacts.”
Thinking green
Ponticello and Smock started with
paper. The pair started counting photo
copies from the printers in the faculty
workroom and in the library.
“We wanted to raise awareness
about how much paper we were using,”
Ponticello says. “We posted counts near
the printers and encouraged doublesided printing.”
The technology department has
since set double-sided printing as the
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default—teachers, students, and staff
have to manually change presets if
they want to use extra paper. Smock
encourages her students to complete
assignments and homework on scrap
paper and has asked other teachers
to do the same.
Next came bike racks, which Smock
and Ponticello requested and quickly
received. The facilities department
installed bike racks that have been put
to good use by students and faculty
who ride their bikes to school.
Finally, the two teachers looked at
ways Prep could encourage recycling on
campus. Ponticello and Smock toured
the school’s waste management company, Athens, and determined that the
company’s system of separating recyclable materials from trash is not perfect.
Trash that is too wet—typically from rain
or other waste—is sent to the landfills,
and some of the recyclables go with it.
They realized that setting up
separate recycling bins for bottles and
cans would catch more recycled waste.

This would also teach students to make
the active choice for recycling.
The two teachers established a
partnership with Real Green Recycling.
The non-profit organization comes as
needed to pick up the campus’ bottles
and cans, and it gives the school the
proceeds.
Not afraid of getting their hands
dirty, Smock and Ponticello stay after
school once every few weeks to gather
up the recyclables. While Real Green
picks up the bottles and cans for free,
it’s up to Ponticello, Smock, and other
volunteers to gather the bags from
the five bins on campus and schedule
the pickups.
Ponticello and Smock are in
the process of applying for the Keep
America Beautiful Public Space
Recycling Bin Program, a grant that’s
sponsored by Coca-Cola. The grant
would pay for 12 high-quality recycling
bins that would replace the five temporary bins that Real Green provided.

Digging deeper
Prep’s environmental conscience
doesn’t stop with recycling. In the fall,
seven seniors enrolled in the school’s
first Environmental Science class with
Heather Clark, who also teaches
chemistry.
Clark earned her bachelor’s in
environmental science from Wellesley
College and her master’s in environmental chemistry from the School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies at Yale.
“In its first year, the class is a
thoughtful survey,” she says. “I wanted
to focus on breadth over depth, so I can
introduce a lot of the hot topics related
to the environment. Overall, we’re focusing on thinking critically and analyzing
the roots of issues—looking at the ins
and outs of problems and starting to
think about solutions.”
Thus far, students have learned
about global energy markets, local
sustainable agriculture, and watershed
management. They’re out in the community touring landfills, collecting and
presenting original water quality data to
local nonprofits, and organizing campus
Earth Day activities.
Maddi Brady ’13 says the class has
opened her eyes to the evolving problems the world will face over the next
few decades.
“If we want to survive, we have to
do something,” she says.
Outside of class, Clark says she
sees that the small group of students is
passionate about sharing its knowledge
with the rest of the Prep community.
Dylan Arya ’13 says he senses a
change on campus, as students are
starting to think more about how their
actions—from drinking out of plastic
bottles to leaving water running—affect
the world around them.
“Environmental issues are on the
radar more than they were before,” he
says. “It’s something that’s being talked
about on campus.”

Energy efficient efforts
Prep’s facilities department has
worked for years to make environmentally friendly decisions on
campus. Director of Facilities Vlad
Dan says the updates he has made
to buildings have been great for
the environment, as well as for the
utilities bill. Dan has done extensive
research on sustainable options,
and many maintenance and facility
improvements were funded by environmental grants and rebates.
Rita Bastian

2008 Thermostats on campus were replaced with programmable versions.
The thermostats are set for efficient temperatures during the day and shut off
over night.
2009 Rita Bastian, director of dining services, led the switch to biodegradable
plates, cups, and utensils on campus.
2010 Campus light fixtures, which drew energy even when the lights were
off, were replaced with more efficient models. All but $1,500 of the $25,000
replacements were funded by a rebate from Edison.
2010–2012 Fifteen low-efficiency HVAC units were replaced with high
efficiency versions.
2011–2012 The roofs on most campus facilities were topped with waterbased emulsion asphalt with polyester mesh reinforcement and coated with
white elastomeric to increase their durability. The white coating retains less heat
than typical dark-colored roofs, which helps keep buildings cool in the hot
summer months.
2012 Manual light switches on campus were replaced with occupancy
sensors, so the lights turn off automatically when rooms are not in use.
Eighteen light fixtures in the gym were replaced with fixtures that draw less
energy. The replacements were free for the school with an Edison rebate.
2012 New pool covers were purchased to help the pool retain heat in the
winter without constantly running the heaters. The covers were paid for
with a rebate from the Southern California Gas Company.
2013 R30 insulation will be added to the ceiling rafters in the 20s and 30s
buildings to decrease energy consumption from heating and cooling.
2013 The 20s and 30s Buildings are set to be renovated this summer. Nick
Adams-Wright, facilities manager overseeing the project, says sustainability has
been at the forefront of the renovations. The changes include installing LED
light fixtures, which last exponentially longer than fluorescents, desks and
carpets made with 37 percent post-consumer content, and ceiling tiles made
with up to 80 percent post-consumer content.
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What we really mean when we talk about

SUSTAINABILITY

I’m in my office thinking about culture. Out
in the faculty workroom, Dr. Tyke O’Brien
is making the copier
whir. Joe Maggio is
grading assignments,
and Glen Beattie is
writing a quiz. Hilary
Thomas has her baby
daughter with her.
There is laughter. It’s
possible, for just a
moment, to believe
that this has been the
scene for decades. At
my fingertips is the
school’s 1954-1955
marketing brochure,
full of black-and-white pictures of upstanding young men. We all know that
over time institutions change. People
come and go. Priorities are realigned
and shift back again. Even so, all organizations, even those that encourage
people to leave—as all schools must—
have an essential culture that never
disappears.
The first page of the booklet says
that Flintridge is “devoted to thorough
college preparation.” It goes on to note
that the school “acknowledges the
obligation that each graduate shall be
prepared intellectually, physically, morally, and psychologically.” The brochure
refers to “self discipline,” “strenuous
mental effort,” and mentions daily
assemblies, at which “some thought
or reading of spiritual or inspirational
value” is presented. At first glance,
these seem like foreign concepts to me.
Taped to a cabinet above my desk is
the school’s current mission, adopted in
1997, which says that Flintridge “offers
an engaging, rigorous, moral, and
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intimate learning environment.” While
it uses words like “inspiration” and
“devotion to community,” I can’t help
but notice the overlap. Even though
the mission statement will undoubtedly
change again, my school is a rigorous
and moral place.
To me, both of these statements
say: You share our values. You will thrive
here. You will make a contribution, and
you will be changed by us. And more
importantly, after you leave here, no
matter how long you’re gone or where
in the world you go, you are always
welcome back. You will always be one
of us.
What makes it so? The campus has
evolved. The students, too. The words
used to describe the academic and human
development program are, indeed,
different. Yet, everyone who comes back
for a visit feels a sense of ease. The
acronyms and inside laughs come flooding back. You remember your school,
with its TWSes and its JPD. Alumni from
a different era remember their school,

with Skillen House at
the center of campus,
with the Highlander
mascot. They remember when the
girls they dated went
to Westridge, not
Flintridge. The class
of 1987 remembers a
school that had a sixth
grade class.
It’s true—
we’ve gone through
phases and makeovers. But there’s a
similarity whenever an
alumnus reminisces:
in letters, emails, and
phone conversations,
when you come back to volunteer for
a Phonathon, or pop back for Alumni
Sports Day, when you volunteer to host
an internship, or when you reach out to
us because an article we wrote triggered a memory. When alumni drop in
for a visit, or come back for a reunion,
they always speak with a mixture of
humor and school pride. They choose
deeply symbolic words to describe our
school and are very proud to share it
with the rest of the world. You share our
values. You will always be one of us.
I’m not sure if any of us alumni can
define the unique ingredients that make
up our culture, but I think we all know
that we have experienced it. It’s just one
thing that we share. We’re part of something that lives and breathes, something
that progresses, but still retains its essence. That’s what a sustainable school
culture provides.
— Nicole Haims Trevor ’91 is Flintridge
Prep’s Director of Communications.

Sustainable COMMUNITY
Hanna Kang Lim ’98 and Mark Lim ’97
From middle school sweethearts to parents, to thriving
entrepreneurs, the Lims are a proud part of the Prep community
Hanna Kang Lim ’98 and Mark Lim ’97 met
as middle schoolers at Flintridge Prep and
have been best friends and sweethearts ever
since. They were married in 2006 in front of
a crowd of Prep friends and faculty. Today,
almost 20 years since they met on campus,
the Lims are parents of three, run a thriving
business, and are more a part of the Prep
community than ever.
“Prep is like an extended family for us,”
Mark says. “I think the feeling I got from
attending Prep is, ‘We’re not going to send
you off on your own. We’re in this together
to prepare and groom you not just to succeed academically, but to go through this
journey together.’”
It is because of these family-like ties
that the couple has felt so compelled to
give back to their alma mater. The Lims are
consistently a presence on campus, warmly
welcomed by the faculty members who have
known them since they were a young couple
on campus, Mark a basketball star and
Hanna a cheerleader.
Midge Kimble, dean of students, has
known the Lims since they were middle
schoolers, when she was their science
teacher. She watched them grow and mature
as high schoolers and has loved seeing them
at reunions as the major milestones pass—
college graduation, engagement, marriage,
then children.
“I remember Mark used to sing Hanna
love songs,” Kimble says. “I think that
because they both went to Prep, and they
met here, the school serves as a foundation
for their family. They’re both so willing to
be involved as alumni, and that is such a
great thing.”
The Lims are Phonathon volunteers
and regularly attend reunions and alumni
events. Mark is always a much-appreciated
forward on the Alumni Sports Day basketball
team. Through their business, Lollacup, the
Lims are helping Prep students learn about
starting and growing a small company.
Colleen Bissner, co-director of alumni
relations, says the Lims’ willingness to give
back makes them special. “The Lims are
a perfect example of connected alumni
who stand as role models for our current
students,” she says.

What is Lollacup?
The inspiration for Lollacup came to Hanna
when she could not find a good straw cup for
her first child. “I had this idea for a modern,
stylish straw sippy cup,” says Hanna, who
has extensively researched the speech- and
dental-related benefits of teaching young
children to sip from a straw.
At the time, Mark was working toward
an MBA in entrepreneurship at the UCLA
Anderson School of Management, and he
advised Hanna to research her idea and look
into how to manufacture the perfect cup.
If the idea still seemed viable by the time
he was done with school, the couple would
try it as a business venture.
In 2009, Lollacup was launched. The
Lims found a local manufacturer who helped
them craft a sleek, BPA- and phthalate-free
cup that incorporates a straw with a weighted
end, allowing a child to sip from the straw
even when the cup is tilted.
Seeking financial support and exposure
for Lollacup, the Lims took their product
to ABC’s Shark Tank, where Dallas Mavericks
owner Mark Cuban and business mogul
Robert Herjavec teamed up to invest in the
business. When searching for a place to host
a viewing party of the episode with their
friends and family, the Lims immediately
looked to Prep. They hosted dinner on
the patio where they used to lunch as high
schoolers, and a crowd of supporters in
Norris Auditorium watched the Lims pitch
their product on national TV. In her Lollacup
blog, Hanna wrote, “It was so nostalgic and
special to be on campus for this event.”
Fueled by buzz from the show, the cups
have taken off. They have been featured on
MarthaStewart.com, in US Weekly, People,
Parent & Child, on CBS’ The Talk, and The
View. Parents love the thought that goes into
the design of the cups, as well as the fact
that the Lims insist on using clean materials
and require third-party post-manufacture
testing for extra safety assurances.
“When we were making this product,
we always had our daughters in mind,”
Mark says. “We’re very conscious that these
are being made for and used by children.”

Teaching future entrepreneurs
Owning a unique business provides the Lims
with a special opportunity to educate Prep
students interested in entrepreneurship. The
Lims offered to serve as career mentors as
part of PrepExchange, a college- and careerfocused program that involves students,
alumni, and parents. As well, they are part of
the first-ever PrepExchange one-day shadow
internship this spring. The program provides
juniors the opportunity to experience realworld careers that interest them, as well as
to foster lifelong relationships with fellow
members of the Prep community.
Hanna and Mark will show interns
how they handle every aspect of running a
business—from keeping the books and managing employees to product development,
public relations, and marketing.
“A lot of young people have that entrepreneurial spirit,” Hanna says. “It doesn’t
necessarily hit them what the day-to-day
is like.”
Bissner says the Lims will provide priceless insight to students by showing them
the ropes of entrepreneurship. “We are so
fortunate to have them as part of our Prep
family,” she says.
The Lims counter that they’re happy to
help the school that has served as a foundation for their family.”We are grateful for the
education and strong sense of community
we were lucky to have in high school,” Hanna
says. “We’re happy to give back in whatever
ways we can.”
For more information on
Lollacup, visit lollaland.com.
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Earth
Matters
Prep alumni are working as innovators and problem solvers in the field
of sustainability. From researching
algae as fuel to simulating a future
ecosystem in the frigid Antarctic
summer to mobilizing a “Go Green”
campaign, these five Prep alums are
part of the solution to the puzzle of
sustainability.
Are you working in a sustainable
field? Share your story with us at
alumni@flintridgeprep.org.

Steve Wood ’92 is motivated by
climate change. “It’s the biggest environmental issue of our generation,
the next one, and maybe the one after
that,” he says. It’s the reason he has
dedicated his career to research that
could change the way engines are
fueled and oceans are protected. At
Dominican University of California,
Wood is researching an algae-based
biofuel. When algae are made into
diesel, the carbon impact is miniscule
compared to that of the fossil fuels dug
up from the earth. And it works—in
2011, Continental flew an airliner fueled
partially by algae-based diesel from
Houston to Chicago. Wood is also
researching the process of coral bleaching, with the aim of finding a way to
stop coral from dying when exposed to
too much light or high water temperatures. “Having more hands to the oars
makes the ship go faster,” Wood says.
“We may come up with solutions that
allow the next generation some easier
choices.”

We may come up with
solutions that allow
the next generation
some easier choices.
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Working with the Whole Planet
Foundation, Brian Doe ’96 is helping
entrepreneurs in Africa and the Middle
East create sustainable careers.
A private foundation of Whole Foods
Market, Whole Planet provides lending capital to microfinance institutions
around the world in areas where products sold in the stores originate. Based
in Dakar, Senegal, Doe oversees 19
micro-credit endeavors that fund a wide
array of small businesses, from tailors to
brick-makers, farmers, and fishers. The
small loans are used for business capital
and then repaid, often leading to a
larger loan that can help grow the business. The average repayment rate is 98
percent. “Seeing clients able to move
from loan to loan and watch what they
do with their business, it’s inspirational,”
he says. Doe developed his passion for
the continent in his Prep French classes
with Jacki Williams-Jones, who worked
writings from French Colonial Africa
into her lessons. “It planted a seed for
my love for Africa,” he says. “It was my
favorite part about French class.” For
more information, visit wholeplanetfoundation.org.

Seeing clients able to move
from loan to loan and watch
what they do with their
business, it’s inspirational.

Megan Kimble ’04 likes that sustainability is focused on solutions. While
pursuing an MFA in creative nonfiction
at the University of Arizona, Kimble
got a job in the Office of Sustainability, allowing her to merge her passion
for the environment and her love of
writing. “My work in sustainability is a
convergence of my passion for writing
and my awareness that global warming
will be, I think, the biggest challenge
of the next century.” Kimble creates
newsletters and markets the sustainability office’s efforts, working to educate
the Tucson community on how it can
help conserve water, energy, and other
resources. “Whether it’s as simple as
buying recycled paper or as complex
as making environmentally conscious
decisions about the way we build buildings, we want the sustainable option to
become the default,” she says. Kimble
recently won first prize in the annual
SAGE Magazine young environmental
writers competition. Read her essay at
sagemagazine.com/wager-for-rain.

We want
the sustainable
option to become
the default.

Heather Swift Nordell ’87 is
working to find the balance between
preserving nature and living in it. She
has always had an eye for sustainability,
but a program at Wilderness Awareness
School made her realize the importance
of living in harmony with plants and
animals. Her schoolwork, in combination with a wildlife tracking study on a
development site, led to an epiphany.
“Observing nature and learning from it,
seeing how it changes over time—it’s
a slow way to learn, but it’s so powerful,” she says. She is now on the faculty
at Alderleaf Wilderness College, where
she teaches wilderness skills. Having
previously worked in the green building industry, Swift Nordell noticed there
was opportunity to fill the gap between
what’s required and what’s ideal when
it comes to site planning. Her business,
Cohabitats, provides consulting services
related to site assessment, restorative
landscape planning, green marketing,
and community education in Seattle
and the Northwest. “We’re not just
looking at what you can or can’t legally
do,” Swift Nordell says. “Instead we’re
looking at what makes sense for the
ecology of the area. For more information visit cohabitats.com.

Observing nature
and learning from it,
seeing how it changes
over time—it’s a slow
way to learn, but it’s
so powerful.

Nathan Walworth ’05 braved
the extreme cold in the name of
science. Walworth started this year in
Antarctica, where he was part of a
team of researchers simulating conditions of a future world inside large,
environmentally controlled chambers.
Based on the experiment, “we can try
to make predictions on how the balance
of global processes might shift over
time and how this might affect food
webs, seasons, climate, and our own
society,” he says. At home, Walworth is
a PhD student in marine microbiology
at the University of Southern California.
There, he’s working on a wastewater
treatment plan and an aquaponics
system that aim to create a sustainable
solution for recycling water back into
society. Says Walworth: “In order to
address these hastening environmental
pressures, both individuals and societies
need to progress to a more sustainable
way of life.”

In order to address these
hastening environmental
pressures, both individuals
and societies need to progress
to a more sustainable way
of life.
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PRYING MINDS: Prep teachers encourage inquiry

Bill Monning ’69
Sustainability is good
for the planet and good
for the people
Senator Bill Monning ’69 says he originally
ran for State Assembly in 2008 “as part
of my mid-life crisis.” His two daughters
were grown, and his wife, a family practice
physician, was working long hours herself.
But anybody following his career could
have predicted that Monning would turn
to full-time public service.
Monning is a two-time Fulbright
scholar who has worked around the globe.
He had a general law practice, worked with
farm workers and human rights organizations, and was the executive director of the
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War. He also taught and
practiced international trade negotiation,
conflict resolution, and mediation. Public
service and social justice have been constants throughout his career.
Monning lives in Carmel, and his district spans from San Luis Obispo through
Monterey, Santa Cruz, and southern Santa
Clara counties, an area roughly the size
of Connecticut. He balances the needs of
nearly 950,000 diverse constituents, from
farmers to fishery workers. In his district,
as well as in Sacramento, he draws on his
experience as a mediator to create legislation that addresses two areas he sees as
vital and intertwined: sustainability and
public health.
“I think of keeping our environment
pristine as a public health issue,” says
Monning, who chairs a sub-committee on
health and human services. “California has
unparalleled natural resources. Our geographic and biological diversity are as rich
as our human resources. We have one of
the most varied populations on the planet,
famous for innovation and our pioneering
spirit.
“You cannot tease out one element
of the natural world that is paramount. You
might say water, but after a bit of reflection, you see that everything in the natural
world is intertwined. The same thing is
true of our human resources. Good health,
good education, good jobs all relate to
one another. A healthy population learns
better, works better—the more they learn,
the more they are likely to be healthy. So
when I think of our state’s most precious
resource, people come to mind, and
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people need a healthy environment, in
every measure.”
At Prep, Monning was Commissioner
of Academics and Athlete of the Year;
his activities ranged from football to
Math Club. He says his more formative
experience, though, was participating in
the Coro Program, which brought together
high school students from all over Los
Angeles during a time of seething, exciting
cultural ferment.
“We engaged in candid dialogue
with contemporaries growing up in East
LA and Watts,” he says. “I gained insight
into the social and economic diversity in
our society and the determinant of race
as it impacted economic and educational
opportunities.”
Monning says he treasures his
Flintridge mentors, “from middle school
teachers Ma’am Campbell and Ma’am
Calloway to coaches Wood, Bradbury,
and Smallwood, to high school faculty
members Cavanagh, Plumb, Neupauer,
Fasken, Poland, Smith, Jardine, Acosta,
and DiazGranados.”
Monning’s father was a Caltechtrained engineer who worked for LA’s
Building and Safety Department. Each
year he got gifts from developers and
contractors, and each year Mr. Monning
sent them back with letters explaining
why he couldn’t accept them. “I learned
about integrity and service from him.”
When Monning was just 15, his father
died. “The ‘Flintridge Family’ sustained
me,” he says. “They helped me, all the

way to graduation and Berkeley. I trace all
my opportunities to my education.”
Monning was elected to the State
Senate last year, after serving as an assemblyman from 2008-2012. He was a member
of the Coastal Conservancy during his
tenure in the Assembly and now serves
on the Senate Committee on Natural
Resources and Water; his district includes
200 miles of coastline.
As an assemblyman, Monning passed
a law that helped establish labeling standards for sustainable seafood. He worked
to create a coastal trail in Big Sur and
helped to establish the California Health
Benefits Exchange. Now, as he begins his
term as a senator with budget negotiations, he keeps his eye on sustainability
and public health.
In the 1969 LOG, Monning’s Flintridge
peers named him “Most Optimistic.” He
says he has moments of darkness and
pessimism, but he remains “a strong
believer in the power of people to make
a difference through principled dialogue
and concerted action. I have found that a
positive attitude and an optimistic outlook
can be contagious and represent a more
healthful approach to life.
“We are given, in news headlines,
every reason to lose faith in human kind,”
he says. “Our media does not always
report the good deeds of people. But
when I am out in my district, my faith in the
human condition, and the sustainability
of the human condition, is restored with
surprising frequency.”
			
— Mel Malmberg

Often we think of the natural environment when we consider sustainability.
But the most sustainable envirnment for
learning is one that encourages asking—and answering—questions.
Patrick Ferry uses interrogating
tactics when teaching his students to
become inquisitive learners—but it’s not
what you think.
Ferry’s students had read two-thirds
of Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
when he asked them to start coming
up with questions about the classic
novel. During his 11th grade AP English
classes, Ferry had groups of students
write, without filtering themselves,
as many questions as they could about
the text. A week later, when the students had finished the book, they practiced the same exercise.
“The questions were much, much
better,” Ferry says. “I think it changed
the way they read the end of the book.
It taught them to interrogate the text.”
The questions students posed were
then categorized, edited, and eventually
used as prompts for take-home essays.
And the results, Ferry says, were
insightful.
“I think the exercise laid the
groundwork for thoughtful response,”
he says.
This style of teaching, known as
inquiry-based learning, is just one
method employed by Prep teachers
that encourages students to be inquisitive and thoughtful lifelong learners.
Sarah Cooper, dean of faculty, says
the method has been embraced by
teachers in all departments, not just
English.
“Inquiry-based teaching encourages students to ask questions that lead to
research, knowledge, and understanding,” she says. “The idea is that you are

giving students skills that they can apply
to all areas and all disciplines.”
Scott Myers, English Department
chair, has used the same exercise in his
classroom for years, also finding that
it teaches students to read in a more
critical manner.
“We don’t tackle texts as bodies
of information to be mastered, but as
vehicles for critical thinking and analysis,” he says. “This experience casts the
students in a different role. They’re not
just reading as English consumers but
as active participants in the literature.”
Students in Ferry’s class agree that
the Heart of Darkness exercise forced
them to think differently about their
reading.

Kevin Cookman ‘14 says formulating questions midway through the novel
made him more engaged as he finished
the text.
“It wasn’t so much that I wanted
to answer the questions, but more so
that I wanted to see how the ideas we
brought up progressed throughout the
book,” he says. “I wanted to see how
the author would use the themes we
discussed to serve the plot.”
Robert Cartwright ’14 agrees.
“It’s helpful to talk about themes
and to think about questions you might
be answering,” he says. “It allows you to
think about what you might write, make
connections, and gather thoughts.”
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Flipped out
In the Math Department, Jo French is
in the first year of testing what is known
as a flipped classroom. French creates
online lectures that students watch at
home, following along as he explains
terms, outlines principles, and solves
problems.
During class, students complete
what would typically be considered
homework, but with the bonus that
French is in the room, available to
answer questions and explain concepts
they may not have understood or embraced from the lecture.
On a recent Friday, French started
his second period pre-calculus class by
reviewing information from the previous night’s lecture on three-dimensional
vectors. Students were engaged and
alert—prepared when he called on
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them to fill in the blanks, but also ready
with questions on areas that needed
clarification. Students then paired off
and began solving problems. French
made his rounds though the room,
answering questions and occasionally
gathering everyone’s attention for a
quick tutorial.
“It gives them more opportunity
in class to ask questions,” French says,
of the flipped classroom. “The lectures
give them the framework, and then they
have access to me for help when they’re
actually applying what they learned.”
The lectures remain online as a
resource for students when they’re
studying for exams, which has been a
great tool.
“Honors pre-calculus is pretty rapid,”
he says. “When the pace overwhelms,
they can easily go back and review.”

“ The lectures give them the
framework, and then they
have access to me for help
when they’re actually applying
what they learned.”

Justice for all
For years, History Department Chair
Christine Madsen has been holding
court in her AP US Government class.
After a semester learning the ins and
outs of the legislative and executive
branches, the two sections spend three
weeks focusing on the justice system in
a hands-on, student-directed, lab-style
environment. The method: a mock trial.
“When I run into students I taught
10 years later, this is what they remember,” Madsen, who is an attorney, says.
Each year, Madsen selects five
ambiguous criminal trials provided by
the Constitutional Rights Foundation.
This year there were three murder investigations, an arson case, and a trial for
assault with a deadly weapon. Students
in the classes form teams that serve as
the prosecution and defense. Teachers
and students are tapped to serve as
witnesses and as members of the jury.
Parents and alumni attorneys and judges volunteer to preside over the cases.
For three weeks, students work
in teams—they pore over witness statements, form their defense and prosecution strategy, and study court terminol-

ogy and rules, learning what they’re
allowed to reveal, as well as to what
they, and the opposition, are allowed
to object. Madsen serves more as an
advisor than as a teacher. The exercise
encourages students to follow inquiry,
interrogate the cases, and think for
themselves.
“There are so many assignments
that are about digestion and regurgitation,” Madsen says. “In the mock trial,
the students are thinking about how
they can take the information they’re
given and persuade a judge or jury to
take their side.”
On March 13, students filed into the
Court of Appeals in Pasadena, eager
to find out if their preparation paid off.
Despite knowing the ins and outs of
their cases, there are many variables.
In the first case of the day, the
judge granted the defense team’s pretrial motion to exclude a piece of evidence, and the prosecution had to be
prepared to change its strategy based
on her ruling. Certain lines of questioning were ceased based on upheld
objections, and the students had to act
on their toes to make their cases within

the confines of what the judge allowed.
“It’s a great experience for students,”
Madsen says. “They never think about
criminal law in the same way again. They
leave the experience as more informed
citizens.”
Kasey Constantino ’13 agrees.
“We cover a lot of court cases in class,
but this introduced a whole new side,”
she said. “We got to look at what
goes into defense and prosecution, as
opposed to just seeing what the judge
ruled. This will stick with me.”
The Prep pedagogy is multifaceted—teachers are constantly working
new projects, lectures, and activities
into their repertoires to challenge and
engage students.
French’s online lectures, the English
Department’s embrace of inquiry-based
teaching, and Madsen’s mock trial are
just a few examples of the ingenuity
teachers show in their classrooms daily.
“One of the best responses we can hear
from students is that they think differently after taking our course,” Cooper
says. “Asking students to be actively
curious makes all of us, teachers and
students, more engaged and inspired.”

French recently presented on
the teaching method at a Computer
Using Educators national conference.
He spoke to other teachers about the
technique, as well as the lessons he has
learned along the way.
At the end of the year, French will
survey his students to get their feedback on the flipped classroom and will
use their input as he moves forward with
the experiment.
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Architect Sam Sahand ’81

Prep’s environment for learning
Sam Sahand ’81 is an architect who
specializes in creating educational buildings for the Pasadena firm Flewelling &
Moody. With every school he designs, he
tries to honor the feeling he got walking
onto Prep’s campus in the fall of 1979.
“The minute I got to campus, I loved
it,” he says. “Immediately. It was so beautiful and so lush.”
On a recent trip to campus, Sahand
reminisced about gazing out the windows
of the 20s and 30s Buildings during class,
enjoying the view of the San Gabriels
from everywhere on campus, and playing
lunchtime football on the lawn where
Norris Auditorium now stands.
Since he left Prep, Sahand has built a
career designing campuses that enhance
learning, of which he feels Prep is a shining example.
“Education is ever-evolving,” he
explains—his wife teaches elementary
school. “There are different methods and
preferences, different philosophies of
how to teach effectively.
“As education evolves, design
evolves, but environment always plays a
big role. Kids and teachers need to see
the sky; they need an indoor-outdoor
space in California’s wonderful climate;
they need daylight.”
Sahand has always been inspired by
Prep’s campus, so he was elated when he
was tapped to work on the design of the
Chandramohan Library, which is seen as

the epicenter of campus.
Working on the library with Peter
Bachmann, who had been his economics teacher, was, says Sahand, “a bit of
a mind-meld. We knew the feeling we
wanted to preserve—a campus that is
welcoming and warm. We wanted lots of
views out of the library to the trees and
field and mountains.”
The pair considered every view—
both from the library and of the library,
from the front, back, and even from the
athletic field, where Sahand played so
many soccer matches. The multilevel
Ahmanson Plaza was created to preserve
existing trees, as well as to give students
an outdoor place to interact.
“It’s my little homage to our old
football lawn,” he says.
When Sahand visits Prep, he revisits
his design solutions—from ramps to expansion joints. He pats a stucco wall like
an old friend, peering into the upgraded
30s classroom to assess the latest bells
and whistles with its interactive technology, lighting, and ergonomic desks.
Despite changes made over the
years, Sahand says the campus remains
unique with its embrace of the outdoors,
as well as the way it honors light and
space. He’s proud of the work he and
others have done to preserve the spirit
of the campus that fosters creativity and
encourages learning.
			
— Mel Malmberg

Above: (top row) Sandy Slater, PREP Award

Benefit
conjures
spiriT OF
THE 1920s
“Roaring Rebels”
exceeds goals to
fund classroom
renovations
It was all for a good cause, but there’s
no reason raising money should get in
the way of a good time. The Roaring
‘20s-themed “Ain’t We Got Fun” event
at the Legendary Park Plaza March 16
put the “fun” in fundraiser, garnering a
record attendance and shattering the
auction goal.
The Park Plaza sparkled; in every
corner was a beautiful woman in a
beaded dress sipping a hand-crafted

14

cocktail, recipe courtesy of The Raymond, with her gangster date on her
arm. Though the theme was the 1920s,
the event proved to be more about the
generosity and kindness that make Prep
such a special place, as well as about
the people who make the biggest difference in the community.
Benefit Co-Chairs Karen Turchan
and Dawn Fanning Moore were beaming hosts, along with the rest of the
hardworking committee members.
When asked about their efforts, the
co-chairs said, “Over the last 18 months
we have had the pleasure to create and
deepen friendships, all while helping
enhance our children’s school environment. Our committee members were
the most creative collaborators we
could have possibly hoped for. We set
out to raise a significant amount of
money and throw a fantastic party. We
succeeded in surpassing our fundraising goal and the evening was a roaring
good time for all. This experience has
been a personal highlight for us both.”
Mark and Melissa Gerard, parents
of Jessica ’10 and Lauren ’13, were the
recipients of the PREP (Parents Recog-

nizing Excellent Parents) Award for
their generous support of the school.
There couldn’t have been a better
choice, as the two are universally loved
for the humor and liveliness they bring
to everything they do.
The money raised will go directly
to a classroom and science lab
renovation project that will be completed over the summer. Improvements
to the upper-campus classrooms and
labs include sustainable lighting fixtures,
ergonomic task tables, lab stations,
desks, and chairs, along with enhanced
technology features. Every detail, from
carpet, paint, and dimmer switches
to reconfigured floor plans, has been
planned with the student and teacher
experience in mind. Research also
informed the color palettes chosen,
maximizing the environment for stimulated learning. The generosity of this
benefit committee will make a tangible
improvement in the day-to-day learning
experiences of just about everyone who
sets foot on campus.

Winner Mark Gerard, Michael Brown, Kirk
Campbell, (bottom row) Kay Wolking, PREP
Award Winner Melissa Gerard, Martha
Brown, Connie Campbell. Photos by Dana
Bouton and Melissa Kobe.

Benefit Co-Chairs Dawn Fanning Moore and
Karen Turchan

—Nicole Haims Trevor ’91
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In Memoriam
Joseph Benjamin “Ben” Earl ’41
Prep loses a loyal friend

Take Note
Engaging science
Students’ Science Fair topics
encourage active participation

Emeritus Trustee Ben Earl ’41 passed
away on January 15, 2013. His long
association with Flintridge Prep began
when he enrolled as a sophomore in
high school. The 1941 yearbook was
prophetic when it called Earl “tops
in scholarship and outstanding in
athletics,” as well as a “natural leader.
His contributions to Flintridge from
the very beginning have been quite
notable.”
Headmaster Peter Bachmann
notes, “As an alum, trustee, and
advisor to the school, Ben Earl maintained the depth of his lifelong ties to
Flintridge with the same commitment
he showed as a student here so long
ago. I was honored to introduce him
as the oldest alum in attendance at
events from Masters Circle dinners to
our 75th anniversary celebration.”
“Swede,” as Earl was often
known, played baseball, basketball,
and golf throughout his three years
at Flintridge Prep. He was junior class
president, worked on the yearbook,
was a member of the California
Scholarship Federation, and served
as Commissioner General his senior
year. He was on the Flintridge Board
of Trustees from 1984 to 1990, serving
as treasurer and as a member of the
Buildings and Grounds Committee.
Earl was also a longtime member of
the Masters Circle.
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Earl, in a 2008 interview for the
history of Flintridge Prep, recounted
that when he was at the school, “the
whole environment was supportive
and warm, yet disciplined and educationally rigorous. They wanted to
prepare us for life and college. They
conditioned us superbly, physically
and intellectually.
“You needed to measure up
quickly or you were out. But the faculty would help you. I wanted to take
college-level algebra my senior year,
and I was the only student in the class.
When I got to Stanford, I could read
Latin like English, and I went into the
sophomore level of math.”
In his sophomore year at Stanford,
Earl joined the Navy and was sent to
Caltech, where he earned a degree in
civil engineering before serving as an
officer in the Seabees, the US Naval
Construction force. He was stationed
in Okinawa with the 8th Naval Con-

struction Brigade. After the war, Earl
joined his older brother, OK Earl, in
the residential, commercial, and industrial construction business. He became
the President of Earl Corporation in
1957. As an engineer concerned about
the environment, he was an involved
investor at the time of his passing in a
project to create a purification system
for water contaminated during pumping and processing oil and gas. Earl’s
zeal for this project and its potential
ecological impact was contagious, and
it will continue to define his legacy.
A lifelong golfer, and former officer and director of the Annandale
Golf Club, Earl used to hit the links
with teacher Joe Rose, Prep treasurer
Harold McKee, and classmate Bob
Hampton ’41. A shortened list
of the many clubs and organizations
that Ben was involved in includes:
the Valley Hunt Club, the Young
Presidents’ Organization and 49ers,
the Associates of the California
Institute of Technology, the American
Cancer Society, the National Childhood
Cancer Foundation, the Scripps
Home, the Patron Saints Foundation,
and The Methodist Hospital of
Arcadia Foundation.
Earl is survived by his wife, Pat,
whom he married in 1945, four children, 10 grandchildren and 10 great
grandchildren.
—Mel Malmberg

Whether they were studying the heat
resistance of oak trees or the effects of
camouflage on the hunting behavior of
praying mantises, the students participating in the Science Fair were engaged in
their projects.
The annual Science Fair is much
anticipated by middle school students.
Seventh graders conduct scientific studies
while eighth grade students head out into
the community and volunteer, eventually
measuring the impact of their service.
Laura Kaufman, Science Fair coordinator, says she encouraged students to
pick topics to which they felt connected—
something that would hold their interest
for months while they researched and volunteered. The advice was taken to heart,
and the curiosity students showed in their
projects was evident in their thoughtful
presentations and posters.
Kaufman said it was clear that students were looking at their favorite subjects and hobbies in a new and scientific
way. Mona Cesario ’18, who has raised
chickens at home for years, looked at how
different food effected egg mass. Cole
Slater ’18, fascinated by outdoor survival,
studied how different makeshift structures
retained heat.
“You could tell students were enthusiastic about their projects,” Kaufman said.
“A good project is one that speaks to the
student as an individual. They all had a
certain pride in their work.”
Anthony Ma ’18, who took home
the Best of Fair ribbon for middle school
science, studied the ability of a turtle to
catch its prey depending on the color of a
fish and the time of hunting. Ma raises pet
turtles and enjoyed looking at their eating
habits in a new and scientific manner.
Roland Martin ’18, who used soda
cans to research Bernoulli’s principle, was
awarded third place in the Middle School

Physics, Math, and Earth Sciences category. “It’s a good opportunity to explore
interest,” he said.
This personal interest carried over
into the Community Impact Projects,
where eighth grade students are tasked
not just with community service, but also
with measuring its effect. Kara Bradley
’17 took home the Best of Fair award for
her work helping children with disabilities
learn to swim. Bradley is a talented diver,
so the project was a natural fit.
Katherine Montes ’17, a dog lover,
tied for second place in the Community
Impact Social Services division for her
Seniors for Seniors project. Partnering with
the Pasadena Humane Society, Katherine
was able to help the organization bring
elderly dogs to the Pasadena Senior
Center to promote the discount adoption
program for seniors.

Twelve high school students
participated even though there is no
mandatory requirement that they create
a project. Vick Liu ‘16 won Best of Fair
for his homemade micro device for blood
cell analysis.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more campus stories and photos.
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Game ON

Bringing the Middle East to Crown Avenue
Photojournalist Bryan Denton ’01 on witnessing history

Tim Handley ’96 seeks
Prep students’ input on game
that connects players to the
California landscape
After years in physics—first studying at
Swarthmore College, then at Los Alamos
National Lab, JPL, and finally in a PhD
program at UCSB—Tim Handley ’96 realized he wanted to spend less time in a lab
and more time outdoors, as well as in the
community.
“I came to realize that outreach is
where it’s at,” he says. “Many of today’s
problems can be solved using knowledge
that we already have. The fact that we’re
not making progress on these problems
shows that we need to shift some of our
attention from science into outreach.”
So Handley left his PhD program and
did some soul searching. Eventually he
started a quantitative ecology program
at Cal Poly Pomona, where he was able
to balance science with his passion for
nature. Handley earned his master’s of science degree in 2007 and started working
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for the National Park Service at the Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area. One of the main missions of the
NPS is outreach, and that’s when things
began to really click.
A lifelong lover of games, Handley
had an idea for a card game that would
communicate to a young audience how
California landscapes work, as well as
the way humans affect those landscapes.
Fire and Flora is geared at middle and
high school students—it plays as a cross
between Pokémon and Settlers of Catan.
The game is about resource management,
with a special emphasis on creating a
healthy and beautiful landscape. On the
simplest level, to “win,” players need to
earn 10 victory points, which are awarded
for building a happy, healthy, and diverse
ecosystem through an array of challenges, including fires, earthquakes, acts
of Congress, and the craftiness of other
players. Of course the real goal is to connect people, especially children, with the
complexity of the world all around them.
“Most of all, I’d like to help connect
indoors people with the outdoors and
motivate people to become invested,
interested, and to care,” he says.
With the game ready to be tested,
Handley brought Fire and Flora to seventh
grade science classes at Prep. The experiment was a huge success. Students were
immediately engrossed; they played en-

“	I’d like to help connect
indoors people with the
outdoors and motivate
people to become invested,
interested, and to care.”
thusiastically and provided great feedback
and suggestions for refinement.
Handley admits that some of his science teachers, especially in college, made
the subject seem dry and boring. He
hopes his game can be a tool for teachers
and parents to illustrate the engaging and
practical side of science.
“The facts are important, but understanding interconnections is sometimes
more important,” he says. “So this is
the thesis: outreach and affect. Nature
is beautiful and interesting. It’s beautiful
in part because it’s interesting, because
there’s so much variety and personality. If
you actually pay attention, it’s impossible
to be bored.”
Handley has since left the National
Park Service and is now an independent
game designer.
For more information on supporting
his efforts, visit fireandflora.com.

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more information and photos.

Chronicling news through photography
has long been a passion for Bryan Denton
‘01. Fresh out of college, Denton took a
career risk that has allowed him to follow
his love for photography and see history
unfold in the process.
Denton spoke to students at an
assembly in December, chronicling for
them his career as a photojournalist for
the New York Times in the conflict-laden
Middle East. A slide show of his images,
some beautiful, some shocking,
accompanied the presentation.
While Denton’s war stories were
thrilling and his images incredible,
students were just as impressed with his
journey from Prep to his now-home in
Beirut. During his time at Prep, Denton
said he saw photography as a hobby.
Even as he opted to study photography at
NYU, Denton wasn’t sure “what he wanted
to look at” with his lens.
His uncertainty turned to clarity on
Sept. 11, 2001, when terrorists flew planes
into the World Trade Center towers in
New York. Rather than seek refuge,
Denton was compelled to take to the
streets with his camera. “It’s the first news
event I covered, and to this day I’ve never
seen anything like it,” he said. “I realized
that taking pictures could be a way to
tell stories—to communicate.”
Denton immediately realized that
the next decade would be a defining one

in terms of relations between the United
States and the Middle East. He began
studying Arabic. He studied abroad in
Jordan. After graduation, he took a leap
and moved overseas. After building a
portfolio, he started getting assignments
from the New York Times.
One student questioned what this felt
like—going abroad with no concrete plans
or job offer.
“It was absolutely terrifying and
incredibly exciting,” Denton said. He
added, “You take risks, and somehow, for
me, it worked out.” The journey was never

easy: “I thought you just had to show up
with a camera and the work was done,”
he said. “It takes a lot to get to these
places and to learn about them. You have
to know a lot to tell people’s stories.”
And it has never been safe. “My parents
are constantly worried,” he said.
But the rewards have been worth
the challenges, as Denton said he’s able to
combine his love of the Middle East with
his passion for photography. “I’ve always
told myself, if I don’t quit, I can’t really
fail.” And that’s the lesson students took
with them.

Student literary magazine, Folio, rakes in awards
Folio, Prep’s once-a-year literary magazine, has pulled off a three-peat. The 2012
edition, The Glass Coffin, earned the Highest Award by the National Council
of Teachers of English Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary
Magazines, the third consecutive win for the publication. The Glass Coffin was also
awarded first place with special merit honors by the American Scholastic Press
Association, which honored the publication as Best Design Concept and named
Expand, by Jasper Ryden ’12, Best Poem.
Faculty advisor Mike Miley says the hardworking students deserve all the credit.
“I stay out of the way as much as possible,” he says. “It’s their magazine. My job
is to give them the space to be creative and help their ideas become reality.”
Congratulations to literary editors of The Glass Coffin: Nikhita Poole ’12 and Jasper
Ryden ’12 and graphic designers Tomi Okuno ’12 and Megan Remillard ’12.
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A Night of Reverie

Spotlight

Dancers shine in the winter concert
The Winter Dance Concert was a blend of daydream and reality.
A middle school student contemplates her future, and the result
is an interpretation of high school that includes everything from
Study Hall and Detention to the Sadie Hawkins Dance and Picture
Day. Friendships, activities, and the stresses of high school are all
woven together through a variety of dances in several styles, choreographed by students and dance teacher Molly Mattei. Music
spanned several genres, with hits by Taylor Swift, Justin Bieber,
and Timbaland, intertwined with classics from Elvis Presley and
The Jackson Five.
Each number allowed students to showcase their strengths.
Beginning students took on the Sock Hop, Basketball, Sadie
Hawkins, Detention, and Study Session numbers, while intermediate students moved through Geometry and Spanish Class,
and advanced students skillfully danced through Free to Be, Swim
Team, and Looking Out. The Hip Hop Club and other teams of
dancers on campus came together for special performances.
The entire event was a wonderful collaboration that highlighted
the students’ talents, as well as their interests, dreams, and
diverse range of dance styles.

Come hear the music play at Cabaret
Students dance and sing their way through a serious plot
Students mixed gaiety with gravity in
this year’s musical, Cabaret, which spins a
tale that’s equally rich in Nazi revelations
as it is in kicklines.
Christopher Isherwood’s Cabaret
focuses on the nightlife in Berlin in 1931,
as the Nazis are rising to power. Led by a
gregarious Master of Ceremonies (played
by Austin Roy ‘13), the story weaves in
and out of the Kit Kat Klub and Fraulein
Schneider’s (Callan Gies ‘13 and Natalie
Rose Schwartz ‘13) boarding house.
American writer Cliff Bradshaw (Anton
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Verbinski ’14 and Max Bork ‘13) has just
arrived in Berlin. He quickly begins a love
affair with Sally Bowles (Galey Caverly
’14 and Lily Manuel ‘13) and develops
friendships with various locals, including
Schneider’s Jewish suitor, Herr Schultz
(John Henry Kurtz ’13 and Joseph Bettman
‘13) and Ernst (Evan Grobar ’14), a Nazi
supporter.
The story presents much opportunity
for thought, as the characters must face
the changing politics in the country
and are forced to choose between love
or stability, money or morality, and virtue
or security.

With this play, Director Rob Lewis and
Music Director Steve Hill taught students
that there is much more to theater than
singing and dancing.
“Cabaret shows us there is a whole
world that cannot be ignored,” Lewis
says. “We are a part of it and we have a
stake. We stand for what we believe in and
hopefully do good deeds for ourselves
and our community. One voice can make
an impact.”

Full circle for Mr. Flintridge Prep
Oscar Martinez-Yang was crowned Mr. Flintridge Prep in the
eighth year of the Leo Club’s satirical beauty pageant. This
year, the club returned to its roots, donating proceeds from
the event to Club 21, a non-profit organization that provides
resources and raises awareness for children with Down
syndrome and their families. Club 21 was the honoree of the
first-ever Mr. Flintridge Prep in 2006.
The pageant has since become a rite of passage for
seniors. Leo Club President Joanne Jang says the event
brings together the entire class.
“Each of the contestants has so much character, and
they’re all developing bonds that they wouldn’t normally
have developed,” she says. “In many ways it’s similar to
JPD, but it’s for charity.”
Emceed by Mary Clare Plaschke and Kate Kersting, the
pageant was full of laughs from start to finish. The contestants impressed the audience and the judges with their
talent and charm. Max Bork sang, Robby Carroll performed
magic, Chadd Cosse played the sax, and Josh Haug did…
Josh Haug. Harrison Jung danced, Michael Leslie honored the senior class through Disney songs, Mike Lii lip
synced, West Nowotny was “Big West,” and Karlsen Termini
spoofed speed dating. Ritchie Valens (Martinez-Yang),
Napoleon Dynamite (Cory Witter), and Frank Sinatra (Isaac
Yamamoto) made surprise appearances.
In the end it was Martinez-Yang who made everyone
swoon. Harrison Jung was named the runner-up, and Max
Bork was crowned Mr. Congeniality.
As Leo Club President Joanne Jang puts it, “The boys
were extremely kind to each other and genuinely excited
about helping each other out with their acts. I think they
formed new, stronger bonds with each other amidst the
sweaty dance rehearsals.”

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more performing arts stories and photos.
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Replay

SOCCER

Girls’ Junior Varsity. This season was a
learning experience for the girls’ JV soccer
team. Despite a short roster, the team
won three of its first four games en route
to an overall winning record of 6-5-5 (3-4-3
in League). On defense, Defensive MVP
Christina Haug ’16 and Naomi Berhane ’16
were instrumental, with Berhane averaging
4.5 saves as goalie. MVP Marina Corbisiero
’15 led the way on offense with important
goals against La Salle and Chadwick.
Coach Samantha Johnson, who was assisted by Arielle Baptiste ’12, says, “The
team gave 100 percent of their effort,
even if we asked them to play out of their
normal positions. We are very proud of
their efforts and commitment this season.”
Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity soccer team
played 22 games this season, scoring 43
goals, recording 15 shutouts, and taking
second place in the Ontario Christian
Holiday Classic, as well as second place
in League with a 5-2-3 record (13-3-6

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more sports stories and photos.
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Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity soccer team

overall). The season featured exceptional
teamwork with Second Team All-League
Katharine Pinney ’16 and team and
League Offensive MVP Kaelin King ’13
finding each other for 11 goals on the
season. King also spearheaded Prep’s
offense with 19 goals and 9 assists on the
season, earning First Team All-League
honors. Team MVP Kaitlyn Kelleher’s ‘13
leadership and play earned her First Team
All-CIF and First Team All-League honors.
Co-Team Defensive MVPs Whitney Cohen
’13 and Abby Letts ’13, who both received
First Team All-League honors, came off
the defensive line with Cohen picking up
7 assists and Letts contributing to 6 goals
with her incredibly long throw-ins. The
powerful defense, anchored by Cohen,
Letts, Second Team All-League goalie
Casey Cousineau ’13, and Second Team
All-League Chelsea Johnson ’14, held
opponents to just 11 goals all season.
Second Team All-League Samantha
Davies ’13 was crucial on defense as well,
picking up the Coaches’ Award for her
versatility and ability to provide needed
speed on offense or defense. With eight
seniors graduating, Coach Esteban
Chavez knows he’ll have a young team

next season, but his outlook is bright. “We
expect to be competitive, to develop, and
to make the playoffs.”

Boys’ Junior Varsity. The boys’ JV soccer
team’s overall record of 6-8-0 (3-3-0 in
League) doesn’t tell the full story of the
season. Early on, the Rebels had to adapt
to a new defense, and although they
suffered losses, they showed significant
improvement from game to game. In
the course of playing three matches over
four days, the team went from losing 0-6
to winning 7-0. Team Defensive Player of
the Year Alec Greenawalt ’15 recorded 5
shutouts as goalie, while team Offensive
Player of the Year Alex Khalsa ’15 scored
6 goals on the season and grabbed a hat
trick in the match against Village Christian.
In League play, the Rebels were stopped
short by Chadwick before the holidays but
came back in the New Year to defeat their
rival in an excitingly-close rematch with
goals by Coaches’ Award winner Elliot
Witter ’15 and Max Hernandez ’15.

(4-1-3 League, 8-9-4 overall) finished
second in League, just one point behind
eventual CIF semifinalist Chadwick. At
their peak, the Rebels went eight consecutive games without recording a loss,
a streak that included a 6-0 win over
League-rival Poly and an exciting 2-2 tie
against League-champion Chadwick.
In the latter game, Chadwick scored in
the first half but the undaunted Rebels
charged back, led by Coaches’ Award winner Cole Rademacher ’14, who picked up
2 goals to put Prep ahead at halftime. The
Rebels held the lead until the final minutes
of the game, when Chadwick tied it up
with a free kick. Rademacher, who recorded 13 goals on the season, earned First
Team All-League honors, while teammate
Manny Perez ’13, who led team scoring
with 16 goals on the season, was named
the team and the League’s Offensive MVP
and was awarded First Team All-League
distinction. Kurt Kozacik ’13 was also a
First Team All-League honoree, while team
Defensive MVP Steven Bruno ’14, Bryce
Delgado ’14, and Daniel Enzminger ‘14
earned Second Team All-League honors.
Most Improved Ari Baranian ’15 recorded
7 goals on the season and was the team’s
third highest scorer. Highlighting the
team’s individual efforts, nearly half of the
players scored at some point during the
season. Looking ahead, Coach A.J. Yates
says, “While the six graduating seniors
will be missed, there is much optimism for
next year based on our returning players.”

WATER POLO

Girls’ Varsity. The girls Varsity water polo
team started from square one this season,
introducing a group of new players to the
sport after losing a large class of seniors
from last year’s team. The Rebels’ first order of business was training a new goalie.
Ashley Lara ’15, the team’s Defensive
Player of the Year, did a fantastic job in her
debut in the cage, in one game recording
an 8-shot-block rally in 4 minutes against
League-rival Mayfield. Team MVP and
Second Team All-League honoree Savannah Hart ’13 was a skilled defender at the
point position, while Offensive Player of
the Year Chelsea Rapoport ’13 excelled
in the set and driver positions with her in-

credible lob shots. The seniors, including
Emma Wood ’13, will be missed next season. The team now looks to its blossoming
talents like Lara, as well as Erin Dennis
’14, Arin Phillips ’14, and Haley Purvis
’16, who was the team’s leading scorer in
League play with 35 points on the season.
Despite the 1-11 League record, the
team’s camaraderie set the foundation for
future success. The girls fought hard and
scored in every game they played, with
eight of the team’s 10 players scoring in
League games. Reflecting on their tenacity, Coach Ryan Goto says, “Even when
faced with overwhelming competition, this
small group of individuals never gave up,
and that in itself is worth more than any
amount of goals.”

CHEER

Three Prep teams named CIF Academic Champions
It’s one thing to be a champion athlete and another to be a champion in the classroom. This year, Prep’s football, boys’ soccer, and boys’ tennis teams are both.
The three teams have been named 2013 CIF Southern Section Team Academic
Champions. Each team posted the highest grade point average in its sport within
the school’s enrollment category.
Athletics Director Alex Rivera says he is proud of all Prep athletes for their
dedication to balancing sports and academics.
“This is not only an honor to our coaches and athletes for all the hard work that
they have done in the classroom and on the athletic field, but also it adds to the
great and successful year Prep is having all around in athletics,” he says. “Everyone
should be applauded for this great achievement: athletes, coaches, teachers, and
parents.”

The dance team started its competitive
season at the Sharp International Regional
Championship in February, earning first
place in the Pom, Lyrical, and Jazz divisions.
At its second competition at Arcadia High
School in March, the girls earned first
place in Lyrical, second place in Pom, and
third place in Jazz. Coach Hilary Pawlik
says the girls have worked as a cohesive
team at practices, while continuing to
hone their skills individually outside of
school. “They all have worked very hard
on their technique this year,” she says.
“They have greatly improved since our
season started in August.”
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Speaking about his players, Coach Kevin
Kiyomura says, “Taking on a new team
with five seniors was a little intimidating,
but they believed in me. I am truly grateful
they allowed me to go on this wonderful
journey with them.”

LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Boys’ Junior Varsity. Hints of their coming triumph were visible in the boys’ JV
basketball team’s early losses. Eric Fung
’14 came off the bench with 13 points in
each of the team’s first two games, while
MVP Dante Fregoso ’16 scored 27 points
in the team’s second game. The team took
its hard-won experience into the regular
season and quickly became a dominant
force, going on a nine-game win streak
that contributed to its dominant 7-1
League record. Shooting better than 40
percent from the 3-point line in the last 10
games, Jacob Brawer ’16 earned the Most
Improved Player award while Chris Brummett ’15 won the Coaches’ Award. Reflecting on the season, Coach Sean Black says,
“A League championship is a tremendous
accomplishment. I am very proud of everyone on the team. They worked extremely
hard this season and they deserve all the
credit for their success.”

LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity basketball
team enjoyed a tremendous season, going 8-0 to take first place in League, with a
22-7 record overall. The Rebels challenged
themselves all season long, regularly
taking down teams in higher divisions.
The team went 3-1 in the Santa Barbara
Holiday Classic, where team MVP Robert
Cartwright ’14 and Jedrick Eugenio ‘13
both scored more than 50 points in four
games. The non-League experience was
vital to the Rebels’ League dominance, in
which they won nearly every game by 10
or more points. Their play sent the team
to the Division VAA semifinals and the
State Tournament, both for just the fourth
time in school history. Cartwright, who
spearheaded Prep’s offense by averaging
18.2 points and 4.3 assists per game, was
named Prep League MVP and earned First
Team All-League, as well as First Team
All-CIF, recognition. He was backed up by
Second Team All-League Eugenio, who
averaged 11 points per game, and Kareem
Ismail ’13, who dominated the boards with
9.2 rebounds and 10.6 points per game,
earning First Team All-League honors. At
forward, Second Team All-League Chadd
Cosse ’13 worked hard under the basket

to average 7.9 points and 6.5 rebounds
per game while Second Team All-League
Kyle Hamane ’14 dished out 3.2 assists
per game. The consummate team player,
Harrison Jung ’13 earned the team’s Most
Inspirational award, always cheering for
his teammates and never taking a day off.
West Nowotny ’13 earned the Coaches’
Award for his supporting role, challenging
his teammates in practice with his size
and strength. Coach Garret Ohara is
proud all his players, saying, “The team
lived up to lofty expectations. I’m excited
to work with the new additions to the
team next year as Cartwright and Hamane
lead the way.”
EQUESTRIAN
The two members of Prep’s equestrian
team, Katherine Lazier ’18 and Marina
Corbisiero ‘15 have participated in three
shows this year, riding in a range of Dressage, Flat, and Jumping competitions.
At the most recent Interscholastic Equestrian League show at the Hansen Dam
Equestrian Center in Sylmar, Lazier, riding
her horse California Blue, earned eighth
place in Dressage Class 6, 10th place in
Dressage Class 5, and eighth place in Flat
Class 4a. Corbisiero, riding Andre, placed
fifth in Flat Class 4a.
— Vince Mateus ‘01

BASKETBALL

Girls’ Junior Varsity. The girls’ JV basketball
team worked hard this season to raise its
basketball IQ and convert its raw talent
into stronger skills. While struggling with
injuries and illnesses over the course
of the season, the team halved its turnovers and doubled its assists. The efforts
paid dividends in the first game when
the Rebels put up a 40-8 victory against
Sacred Heart of Los Angeles. In the game,
each player scored at least once. CoMVPs Megan Mittelberg ’14 and Cady
Deck ’14 set the tone as captains, with
Deck dishing out assists as point guard
and recording 9 steals in one game. Ani
Pridjian ’16 averaged 9 points per game to
lead the offense while Dominique Wright
’16 dominated the boards, averaging 9
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rebounds per game. Mikaela McGoldrick
’16 earned the Coaches’ Award for her
dedication, enthusiasm, and commitment
to learning the game. With her eye on
next year, Coach Monika Lind says, “With
the offseason to get healthy and work on
fundamentals, the Rebels expect to come
back strong in November.”

Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity basketball
team embraced its winning potential this
year, going 9-3 to secure second place
in League and recording a 19-9 record
overall. The team hit a turning point early
on when it lost the first two games of
the Providence Tournament, learning in
the losses to believe in and play for each
other. The girls then went on a five-game
winning streak that brought them to the
start of League play against Mayfield, a
team the Rebels struggled against last
year. With Tala Ismail ’16 putting up 16

points and team MVP and First Team
All-CIF Maya Okamoto ’14 delivering 13
more, the girls finished with a dramatic
51-50 victory on the road that revealed
this team could win through perseverance.
This became the major theme for the
Rebels, who battled through further tough
losses to reach the Division VAA semifinals
and, for the first time in school history, the
State Tournament. Both Ismail, who averaged 11.7 points per game, and Okamoto,
who led the offense with 46 season assists,
earned First Team All-League honors,
while Lacy Coan ’15 averaged 6.2 rebounds and 6.5 points per game to garner
Second Team All-League recognition.
Most Improved Kinsey Thompson ’13 was
a force in the paint, with 25 blocks and
an average 5.1 rebounds per game, while
Grace Cha ’13 earned the Hustle Player
award for her major impact in key games.

Basketball Teams Make School History
For the first time in school history, the Varsity boys’ and girls’ basketball teams both
advanced to the CIF Southern Section Division V-AA Semifinals and earned a seat in
the State Tournament, demonstrating the strength and range of Prep athletics.
Both basketball teams have enjoyed recent success, combining for seven appearances in the Division Semifinals since 2001. The boys advanced to the Division
Finals twice in that span, earning one Division Title. They were invited to the State
Tournament three times.
This year marked the girls’ first appearance at the State Tournament, setting a
new bar for future girls’ basketball teams at Prep. The girls traveled more than 200
miles for the State Tournament, facing Immanuel High School in a packed gym in
the first round. The team took a slim lead after the first quarter and kept it close
throughout, closing to a 3 point deficit in the fourth quarter before coming up just
short in the opening game.
The boys mirrored the girls’ spirited effort, showcasing their prowess from the
3-point line, shooting over Village Christian’s big men to put up 30 points in the first
quarter and take a 10-point lead. From there, the game stayed close until the final
minutes when No. 4 Village Christian took control.
In light of both teams’ accomplishments, girls’ Coach Kevin Kiyomura’s end-ofseason thoughts are ones everyone can relate to: “This season is one for the ages.”

Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more sports.

25

s
0
5
’

Alumni News
1947
ROBIN BALDWIN and his wife,
Patty, traveled from Fresno to
Chicago via train for Thanksgiving. While in Chicago, they saw
eight ice hockey games, a Bears
game, and were able to meet up
with classmate BILL HOLLAND.
LARRY MOSHER and his
wife, Francie, traveled to the
Bahamas on his new boat “Lily
Rose,” a 40-foot Island Packet
sloop (below) named after
his granddaughters Lily and
Hallie Rose. “I’m now getting
the nerve up to cross the Gulf
Stream, a first for me! Does life
begin at 83? Why not!”

of Microbiology and has been
granted a lifetime membership
in the American Society for the
Advancement of Science.
I’ve inherited my good genes
from him!”
1949
KIP NICOL recently completed
his doctorate in international
marketing form Alliant International University.

JOHN RIDLAND shared, “I
am juggling no less than three
books from different publishers
this year. There’s a fourth that
will begin production when the
publisher raises a couple of
thousand dollars, but, for good
luck, I won’t list that yet.” His
books include Happy in an Ordinary Thing, a book of poems released February 15; a collector’s
edition of Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight, translated from

Middle English by John Ridland;
and The Withering World: Selected Poems by Sándor Márai,
translated by Peter Czipott and
John Ridland.
1960
STAN HALES gave the Founders’ Day address at Centre College in Danville, Ky., in January
and received an honorary LHD
(Doctor of Humane Letters).

Get on the Bus
Extended through December 31, 2013!

BOB TREACY shared, “It’s
been cold, cold, cold in the
Hi Desert this winter. I’ve been
hanging out down in Palm
Desert. Meanwhile back at the
ranch, the rattlers are behaving
themselves, but the rabbits are
going crazy. They eat anything
green. Wouldn’t dare paint my
house green. On the grandson
front, Sean Treacy is a senior
undergraduate at UC Irvine
and has worked on the fungal
pathogen Histoplasma
Capsulatum. He’s developed
a ‘tag’ to detect a secreted
molecule from the HC that
causes lung infections. He’s
read papers about the work
at conferences in the US and
Canada and has been invited
to meet the medical school
faculty at Harvard. He graduates
in June. He’s been accepted
at Harvard, Yale, UCSF, UCLA,
and Columbia. He is a member of the American Society
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You can make an IRA Charitable Rollover gift, up to $100,000, satisfy your
minimum distribution requirement and it
won’t be counted as income. If you are
age 701/2+ you can make such a distribution to Flintridge Prep.

ing at all these pictures brings back a ton of
memories. I still remember Theron Horning.
It was so sad when he died. What a wonderful, brilliant mind.”

For more information about an IRA
Charitable Rollover or other ways to help
secure Flintridge Prep’s future, please
contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development, at 818.949.5524 or email yjimbo@
flintridgeprep.org

Picture Perfect
An old adage, “A picture is worth a thousand
words” may be underestimated. We originally
printed this archive photo as part of an
advertisement in PrepTalk, and we were
thrilled when DON LAIDLAW ’53 wrote to
us with potential identifications of some of
the men in the picture. We ran his letter in
the Winter issue of PrepTalk, asking for 1950s
alumni to confirm the photo IDs and offer
any others. HARRIS HARTMAN ’52 called
with suggestions then reminisced about his
years at Prep and the road trip that changed
his life.
GALEN YOUNG ’53 emailed after having
spent some time with a magnifying glass and
then redacted his memories after catching
up with DICK RIDDELL ’53.
“Other than getting the Ford’s year
correctly (YOUNG and HARTMAN agree
the car was a 1950 model, not a 1949 as
LAIDLAW suggested), I was mostly wrong
and DON LAIDLAW is very wrong,” YOUNG
wrote. “RIDDELL has a sharp eye.”
	STAN MORNER ’53 also emailed with
his two cents, remembering the car, his
classmates, and his days on Prep’s infamous
outdoor basketball court.
We’ve culled the responses, and while
the mystery of the Ford faces may never be
solved completely, the photo could include:
GORDON STRATTON ’52, STAN MORNER,
WALTER THORNDIKE ’52, DERRICK PAINE
’52, DICK RIDDELL, JIM LUCAS ’53, HARRIS HARTMAN, TOM BERNE ’53, JOHN
LUCAS ’52, JARED PATTERSON ’53, DON
GUSTAFSON ’51, STUART DILLINGHAM
’52, BOB MCBURNEY ’52, GEORGE
SAYRE ’52, DAVID BURGETT ’52, GALEN
YOUNG ’53, and SHELDON POTTER ’52.

1952
HARRIS HARTMAN reflects, “The car that
DON LAIDLAW ’53 is talking about is a
’50, not a ’49. I also noticed that you had
a piece about my old housemaster, Don
Hunnell (Summer 2012). I can’t believe you
didn’t mention the three-month road trip six
of us took across the US and Europe in the
summer of 1952. It was me, DON LAIDLAW
’53, Don Hunnell, MARK NEUMAN ’53,
MIKE FAY ’53, and BOB MCJILTON ’53.
We packed gear in Don Hunnell’s 1949 station wagon (he had a rack on top), drove
across country from La Cañada to Montreal,
and boarded the SS Canberra with the car.
We landed in England and eventually took
another ferry to Stockholm. We made our
way to Helsinki and stayed for the Summer
Olympics. Then we camped our way across
Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and
France. It was the best.
When we landed again in Montreal, I
had to make everyone drop Bob and me off
in Omaha, Nebraska. My dad owned a car
dealership, and we needed to move a car
from a dealer in Omaha back to Glendale. It
was a 1951 Mercury convertible. Bob and I
had a great time on that trip. When we got
back to California, we had an empty tank of
gas and about 25 cents in our pockets.
As for what I’ve been doing lately—well,
I live in the Sacramento area. We have a
couple of Tennessee walking horses, and
we’re thinking of getting a third so that I can
join the mounted patrol. I’m a retired police
officer, but I’ve done a lot of other stuff, from
being an aircraft mechanic to a trucker, to
being in the manufacturing industry. I raced
sailboats for 30 years and also was into
power boats. I had a business briefly that
trained people to go from sailing to power
boating—it was a bit of niche market! Look-

1953
STAN MORNER emailed, “I think the bus in
the background is the ‘Blue Beatle,’ which, at
one time, was driven by Fearless Farney, an
employee of Prep at the time. He was called
‘Fearless’ for his measured and regular approach to bus driving. How well I remember
the outdoor basketball court with its slippery
wood surface, the forgiving backboards, and
its abbreviated length, the bane of Harvard
Military Academy, Chadwick, and Black Foxe.
One day I set a school scoring record of 36
points playing against Harvard. They went on
to win the championship on their own court
in a tie-breaking game but could not beat
the Highlanders on the Highlanders’ home
court. No one beat us when they stepped
onto our outdoor trap. Yes, the parking lot
was the center of much social life. I took
much abuse because my first car was my
grandfather’s old ’47 four-door Chrysler with
‘Fluid Drive,’ hardly drag strip material. I was
squarer than square driving that huge bus. I
don’t suppose girls would have liked it either.
That is, if I could have gotten a date.”
1957
GRAHAM PHIPPS, and his wife, Carol,
enjoyed a road trip along the West Coast
and stopped over in Pasadena for brunch
with classmates JOHN BROOKS, RUSS
DECKER, and JOHN YINGLING. The
following day, he visited Flintridge Prep’s
campus for a tour and observed Biliana
Popova, Prep’s ceramics guru, teach eighth
graders cool techniques for molding clay
into monsters they first sketched out on
paper (below).

1959
GRAHAM SMITH shared, “Outdoor activities, family, and service as president of our
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship occupy
most of my time.”
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1965
BYRON COATES emailed to
say, “Life goes on here in the
Pacific Northwest. Bumped into
KEN FORD ’63 and his wife this
past year...Always fun to run into
a familiar face from Prep and
tell high school ‘war stories.’ In
my semi-retired state I continue
to enjoy skippering a corporate
commercial party boat here
in the Seattle area from time
to time when I’m not working
aboard a recreational yacht…My
best to all my classmates as we
move into those twilight years!”

Earn more. Get more.
And help Prep
with a gift annuity.
A charitable gift annuity can guarantee an income
stream for the rest of your life, offer tax benefits, a tax
deduction, and also support Flintridge Prep.
Gift annuities can be created with cash, securities,
or real estate. Payment rates* are based on age.
Rates for an Individual
Two Lives—Joint and Survivor
				
Age
Rate
Younger
Older
Rate
65
4.7%
65
66-68
4.3%
68
4.9%
68
72-75
4.6%
70
5.1%
70
72-74
4.7%
73
5.5%
73
78-80
5.1%
75
5.8%
75
79-81
5.3%
78
6.4%
78
80-81
5.6%
80
6.8%
80
83-84
6.0%
83
7.4%
83
85
6.5%
85
7.8%
85
88
7.1%
88
8.4%
88
88
7.6%

For more information, please call Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at 818.949.5524
or email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

* Rates in effect through December 31, 2013.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.
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1967
ED SINNOTT sold his landscaping business after 30-plus
years and has moved into the
food and wine event business, specifically the Sun Valley
Harvest Festival that takes place
in September. “I would love to
invite all Flintridge alumni to
visit Sun Valley, Idaho, during
the most beautiful time of the
year to indulge in quality food
and wine.”
1968
BILL ABELMANN is enjoying
retirement and being a grandpa
to his four grandchildren, with
more coming this year. “We
spend six months a year in
Honolulu, Hawaii, near our
eldest son and his family, with
the rest of the year in the San
Francisco Bay Area (Marin)
spending time with our other
two children and their families. I have been married to a
wonderful woman, who is my
best friend, for almost 37 years.
In 2012 my wife and I enjoyed
a trip to the Holy Land, including Israel, Jordan, and Egypt.
My fondest memories of Prep
remain the great teachers of
that era: Mr. Fasken, Smith, and
Rose.”
1973
ROBERT LUNDAHL “I graduated from Prep and a Student
Council position as director of
publications to USC Cinema and
onward to becoming an Emmy
Award-winning filmmaker and a
marketing, communications, and
public relations consultant. After

a long stint in San Francisco operating Robert Lundahl & Associates, LLC, I recently relocated
to Southern California. It’s been
a fascinating career so far, taking
me around the world several
times, shooting in China, India,
Brazil, and many other countries. What I like most about
it is telling stories that help
people and businesses succeed.
I have also created several PBS
documentaries on environmental topics. My current film, Who
Are My People?, is a one-hour
documentary on the build-out
of utility scale renewable energy
in the desert southwest and
the impacts to the environment
and to Native American culture.
There’s not another film on this
important topic to date, and I’m
qualifying distribution opportunities now. You can check it out
at whoaremypeople.com.”
1978
This November, ROBERT
PARKER (below) lectured at the
55th annual convention of the
College Music Society in San
Diego. This is the fourth time
Dr. Parker has lectured at a CMS
event and the second time he
has done so at a national convention. His topic was the early
days of orchestras providing the
accompaniment for silent movies. Dr. Parker was privileged
with access to a privately-held
collection of early silent-film orchestra music, and his research
into these essentially unknown

scores is among the first, if not
the only, such work in the field
of cinema music history. As well,
Dr. Parker attended the Texas
Music Educators Association
2013 conference this February
in San Antonio, Texas. His composition, Hodie, was performed
by the All-State Mixed Choir, accompanied by the University of
Houston Symphony Orchestra.
Visit robertparkermusic.com to
hear the recording.

brother, MIKE RICHARDS ’93,
was also in the South Carolina
wedding. Mike emceed the
reception, two weeks later at
Oakmont Country club, and
gave a speech that had all of the
guests laughing and crying! See
the happy couple below.

1983
NELSON GIBBS is vice president at Union Bank and as of
March is the Senior Manager of
IT Audit.
1984
PETER JONES has two teenage
kids (Emerald, 17, and Ethan, 14)
and tries every day to remind
them that they, in fact, do not
know everything about life! He
decided in March 2012 to check
off a bucket list item of running
his first marathon. Not only did
he survive this race, but also
he got hooked enough to run
more. He ran his third marathon,
the LA Marathon, on March 17.
His kids attend Sonoma Academy, which is like a Flintridge
Prep North. His wife, Martha, is
a co-founder of College-Fit, a
college counseling business.

1994
In July, JESSICA BORNFELD
married Michael Ward in a small
ceremony in Altadena (below).
“We are now a family of six
living only a couple of blocks
from Prep. The children attend
Paradise Canyon Elementary in
La Cañada, and we feel tremendously blessed to be in such a
wonderful school district. Having
four children between the ages
of 6 and 8 makes life exciting!
We are blessed with amazing
jobs and invest our time in Cub
Scouts, Girl Scouts, baseball,
softball, karate, choir, and
church. Our family’s true passion
is spending time together doing
activities we love, like hiking,
fishing, camping, backpacking,
and skiing. We send our best
wishes out to you and yours!”

1996
ALEXIS NEWMAN moved to
the New York office of Simpson
Gumpertz & Heger in February
and hit the ground running as
the company’s regional marketing specialist.
1997
MAUREEN HOLLAND shared,
“My husband Steve Satchell
and I welcomed our beautiful
daughter, Kerri Holland Satchell,
into the world on June 12,
2012 (below). We are over the
moon in love with our little girl!
I am already back at work as a
senior licensed psychologist
with the Los Angeles County
Department of Mental Health.
I am part of a specialized team
that provides crisis intervention, treatment, and support to
children, adolescents, and their
families when in crisis.”

1991
JEFFERSON STONE shared,
“Life is an adventure with two
boys. Aaron is 9 months and
Matthew is almost 2½ (below).”

1985
MARK GANGI and his wife,
Jeanne, welcomed Mila Grace
Gangi to their family on August
28, 2012 (below).

1988
Daniel Russell proposed to LISA
RICHARDS on 11/11/11, and
they married on Feb. 25, 2012.
DAWN WAYLAND WILSON
was her matron of honor. Lisa’s

1992
In January, the board of directors of the Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center
in Los Angeles appointed LESLIE
ITO as its new president and
CEO. Leslie was selected for this
role because of her ties to the
community and the JACCC, as
well as for her strong leadership
in the promotion of arts and
strengthening nonprofits. The
organization believes that Leslie
has the leadership skills and
passion to fulfill the JACCC’s
vision for the future.

JANET YAVROUIAN SOULTANIAN ’00, KELLY THOMAS ’00,
ANTHONY DEJOHNETTE ’97, MARK CHURUKIAN ’97, KRISTI
PATCHETT ’02, and VINCE DISTEFANO ’97 met for happy hour in
downtown LA.
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MARK LIM and Hanna
Kang Lim ’98 share, “We had
a wonderful addition to our
growing family. Zoe Catherine
Lim was born on Feb. 14, 2013
(below). Eight days later this
very picture was shown on
ABC’s The View, where we were
the guests of Mark Cuban!”
For more about the Lims, see
page 7.

2001
CHRISTOPHER COLE and his
wife, Mary, welcomed their
daughter, Beatrice Marie (below),
into the world on Aug. 24, 2012.
Weighing 8 lbs., 14 oz. “Bebe”
is doing great and keeping her
parents on their toes!

mentors welcome!
When you’re a mentor for a Prep student, everyone benefits!
Offer a summer internship
i Host a student for as short as a week
i Give a student a glimpse of your professional world
i Get help from enthusiastic students
Volunteer to be a career or college mentor
i Build a rewarding relationship with a Prep student
i Share your expertise
i Answer questions about your college or career
Please contact
Colleen Bissner, Co-Director of Alumni Relations
cbissner@flintridgeprep.org
telephone 818.949.5523

Class Notes wanted

1998
JENNY HUFFMAN MUELLER
and her husband, Mike, welcomed the birth of their first
child, Jacob Thomas (Jake) on
Feb. 11, 2013, in Austin, Texas.
Jake weighed in at 8 lbs., 6 oz.
and was 19 inches long (below).
He is the first grandchild on
both sides of the family and is
getting lots of attention! Mom
and dad are doing well and are
enjoying being parents.

Submit Class notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or
by phone, 818.949.5526. Email digital images (JPEG or TIF
file format, 300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo
prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos
may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages,
depending on image quality and space availability.
Please contact
Jacqueline Epley Tegart ’97, Co-Director of Alumni Relations
alumni@flintridgeprep.org
telephone 818.949.5526

Stay connected
Flintridge Preparatory School
4543 Crown Avenue
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
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2000
BRIAN PRAMOV has won the
Batch 100 homebrew contest
held by The Bruery in Anaheim,
Calif. He shares, “It’s not my real
job but more my hobby.” He will
get to travel to Anaheim to brew
his recipe with the staff on the
brew house’s system. As well,
the brewery will enter his recipe
into the Great American Beer
festival, the largest American
beer competition that set the
Guinness Book’s world record
for having the most beers on tap
at one time. The Bruery will also
distribute his beer across the
country.

2004
GEMIA TAYLOR and TIMOTHY MERCER are now happily
engaged. The couple (below)
met at Flintridge in ninth grade
and have been together ever
since their senior prom. After
Tim earned his master’s degree
from USC in engineering and
Gemia finished law school at
Loyola Marymount, the two
were ready to take the next big
step. A Christmas-time proposal
will lead to a lifetime of happiness, and the couple plans to be
married by mid-fall!

beautiful ceremony. Again, I
am so thankful to Prep for the
lifelong friendships it afforded
me.”
JUSTIN FU is biking from
San Francisco to Los Angeles
on the AIDS/LifeCycle ride in
early June. “I’ll be riding 545
miles over seven days to raise
money for the San Francisco
AIDS Foundation. If anyone is
interested in supporting the
cause, please visit tofighthiv.org/
goto/justinfu.

BROOKS KIRCHHEIMER
is now the general manager of
Zoom Restaurant in Park City,
Utah. Zoom is part of the Sundance Resort Company.
KATIE VANE is living in
Mammoth Lakes, working
as a journalist for The Sheet
newspaper. Her short story,
After School, was published in
Prospect Park Books’ Literary
Pasadena: The Fiction Edition
in April.
2005
MARAL BEYZAEI graduates
from Loyola New Orleans
College of Law with a JD degree
on May 11, 2013. She aspires to
practice immigration law and to
conduct family mediations once
she (hopefully) passes the bar
this summer!
	PREETI UPADHYAYA completed her master’s in journalism
from Northwestern University’s
Medill School of Journalism in
August and went on to cover
the 2012 Olympic Games in London at Dow Jones MarketWatch
during the summer. She is now
the technology reporter at the
Silicon Valley Business Journal
based out of San Jose, Calif.
Follow her for the latest tech
news on Twitter @SVBizPreeti.
2006
BRENDAN BROWN (below)
is “teaching via computer at a
kid’s camp in Peace Corps
Paraguay.”

HAYLEY SWANTEK emailed
to say, “I just wanted to share
that JASMINE YASAR got
married on March 9, 2013, in
St. Louis, Mo., and is now Mrs.
Patrick McCormick! If it weren’t
for Prep, I never would have met
Jasmine, and her lifelong friendship has meant the world to me.
I was lucky enough to be her
maid of honor, and many other
Prep alumni attended her wedding including: JAIMIE PARK,
MICHELLE LAMONT, KATE
YANDELL, SIMONE FRIED, and
SHARON DONALDSON, as
well as former Prep student, and
my sister, TAYLOR SWANTEK
’10. After graduating from law
school this spring, Jasmine will
be joining a prominent law
firm based in St. Louis, and I
know she is looking forward to
balancing her new career with
married life. Above is a picture
of Jasmine, Jaimie, and me
at the church shortly after the

2007
In December, SARA HOLLAR
and AUSTIN BELL ’08 got
engaged.
BRIAN LEE shared, “I’m
currently in my second year at
UC San Francisco Dental School.
This past summer I took Part I
of the dental boards, as well as
the USMLE Step Is for an oral
and maxillofacial surgery residency. I’ll start seeing patients
next summer! Thanks to Prep
for making this happen. From
the college counselors, Mrs.
Jamison and Hartigan, my
teachers (especially my science
ones, such as Mr. Brandon,
who helped me get top scores
in physics in college), to my
coaches in sports (I ended up
starting in Division I rugby in
college)...I can’t thank you all
enough for the foundation that
you have given me for life. Some
of my best times were definitely
at Prep. Go Rebels!”
JEFF WAGNER is doing research in a molecular modeling
lab at City of Hope and hopes
to begin a PhD program next
year.

2008
In December, AUSTIN BELL
and SARA HOLLAR ’07 got
engaged.
ISABELLA LORES-CHAVEZ
moved to New York City in
June, after graduating from
Yale, to start a six-month job at
the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. During her time at the Met,
Isabella curated a small exhibition of drawings from the Robert
Lehman Collection. She was
given free rein of the project,
from selecting the 14 drawings
to writing the wall text describing each piece. The exhibition,
called Dutch and French Drawings from the Robert Lehman
Collection, was on view at the
Met until April 28, 2013.
2010
La Verne women’s basketball
standout MEGAN MUSASHI
was named the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference Female Athlete of
the Week in December after
posting a career-high 28 points
in a game against Trinity.
KATHLEEN SHEEHY
(below) is studying abroad at
the University College Dublin
in Dublin, Ireland, this semester. The photo below was taken
in Howth, which can be reached
by taking a train out of the city.

in memoriam
ANDY CHEN is currently
traveling in Kenya and Uganda,
where he is conducting ethnographic and design research for
a project for a non-profit that
uses evidence-based research
to establish safe food and water
programs in developing countries.

John E. McCarthy died on December 28, 2012. He earned a Bronze
Star for his service in the Army during World War II and graduated
from UC Berkeley in 1949. McCarthy moved to Pasadena in 1959 to
become Executive Vice President and General Manager of the
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce before working at Flintridge Prep
as Director of Finance from 1979 until 1988.
A 40-year member of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses and
President of the Kiwanis Club, McCarthy retired to Olympia,
Washington, where he was active in local organizations. He is survived
by his wife of 64 years, Jean, a sister, two children, and three grandchildren.
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Become a member
of the Lowery Society
Flintridge Preparatory School established the
Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize
individuals who remember the school in their
estate plans or through other deferred giving
arrangements.

Doane M. Lowery
Founder and First President
Flintridge Preparatory School

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy

PrepTalk is published for the alumni, friends,
current and past parents, faculty, and staff of
Flintridge Preparatory School.
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Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
Peter Vaughn, Assistant Headmaster
Midge Kimble, Dean of Students
Sarah Cooper, Dean of Faculty
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and commitment to excellence and student
development. Individuals who take the step to
include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans will be
honored as members of the Lowery Society.

Please send all correspondence to
Flintridge Preparatory School
4543 Crown Avenue
La Cañada Flintridge, California 91011
Phone: 818.790.7737
Fax: 818.790.7406
E-mail: PrepTalk@flintridgeprep.org

To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep,
please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

Chevy on the levee?
Ford in the fjord?

Time to take the T-bird away?
Prep Loves Vehicle Donations…
through Cars 4 Causes!
70 %
26 %
		
4%

of the sale price goes to Flintridge Prep
of the sale price goes to kids’ charities
supported by Cars 4 Causes
of the sale price goes for service fees to Cars 4 Causes

100 % of the sale price is tax deductible* by YOU
Flintridge Preparatory School offers a rigorous, moral,
and intimate learning environment, nurturing in its
students the skills, knowledge, values, and inspiration
essential to a rewarding college experience, a lifelong
embrace of education, a devotion to community, and
a full and responsible life.

Help the students at Flintridge Prep and, in the process,
kids in programs supported by Cars 4 Causes.
It’s a win-win! Go to www.cars4causes.net and be sure
to indicate Flintridge Preparatory School in the
“designate additional charity” window.

For details, please go to: www.cars4causes.net
PrepTalk is printed on paper which
includes post consumer fiber.

preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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*You will receive a receipt from Cars 4 Causes. Transactions over $500
will be receipted with a 1098C tax form; if the transaction is less than $500
you will receive an acknowledgement letter.
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