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“Opportunities?
They are all around
us. . . There is power
lying latent everywhere waiting for
the observant eye
to discover it.”
— Orison Swett Marden

Announcing the Flintridge Prep
online community and mentorship forum!

my.FlintridgePrep.org
more details
on page 28

A unique community
for Prep Alums!
Maintain your personal profile
Make connections with and message
other alums
Join class year and local alumni groups
Become a mentor in your area
of expertise
Search for a mentor in a field
of interest
Search for alums based on name,
class year, location, profession,
or undergraduate, graduate, and
post-graduate institutions and majors
Provide lost alumni data
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September

November

Sunday, September 13
Back to School Senior Dinner
6:00 p.m.

Monday, November 2 –
Friday, November 6
9th Grade Trip

Monday, September 14
Book Day, Student Senate
Picnic, New Student
Orientation

Saturday, November 21
Junior Parent Dinner

Tuesday, September 15
First Day of Classes

Wednesday, November 25
Alumni in College:
Thanksgiving Open House
Early Dismissal 12:10 p.m.

Thursday, September 17
New Parents Party
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 26 –
Sunday, November 29
School Holiday: Thanksgiving

Self portrait by Taryn Orona ’09.

Tuesday, September 22
Family BBQ

December

Contents

Sunday, December 6
Perspective Student Open
House
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From the Headmaster
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Feature Story
Sustaining Spaces
Following the last two features on excellence and community,
PrepTalk now considers sustainability as it relates to the
recent enhancements made to Prep’s campus. These changes
are evidence of hard work as a community and the generosity
of donors, sustaining Prep's commitment to
the future. But here we also tell the personal stories of how
these spaces sustain us in ways both exciting and enduring.

8

Baccalaureate and Commencement Ceremonies

Wednesday, September 23
Picture Day
October
Monday, October 5 –
Friday, October 9
7th Grade Trip
Monday, October 12
School Holiday:
Columbus Day
Wednesday, October 14
Back to School Night
7:00 p.m.
Friday, October 16
Middle School
Homecoming Dance
Friday, October 23
High School
Homecoming Dance
Saturday, October 24
Varsity Football
Homecoming Game
Vs. Poly 7:00 p.m.

Friday, December 11 –
Saturday, December 12
Winter Play 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 15
Middle School
Sports Awards Potluck
Wednesday, December 16
Music Concert 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 18
Early Dismissal 12:10 p.m.
Alumni Sports Day
Sunday, December 27
Class of 1999
10-year Reunion
Class of 2004
5-year Reunion
6:00 p.m. Prep Campus
All-alumni Holiday Party
8:00 p.m. – midnight
Location TBD
January 2010
Monday, January 4
Classes resume

it’s easy: Donate online
SupportPrep.FlintridgePrep.org
Prep now accepts American Express and Discover,
as well as MasterCard and Visa.
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From the Headmaster
     “ All this had been planned and planted
a century and a half ago, so that, at about
this date, it might be seen in its maturity.”
— evelyn waugh, Brideshead Revisited

long term goal: “For generations to come,
each graduate will embody the skills, knowledge,
values, and inspiration of the school.”
— flintridge preparatory school strategic plan 2009

W

henever I walk the campus with alumni celebrating their 50th or 60th
reunions, they are amazed by the changes, noting that they recognize none
of the buildings. Invariably, they say, “I do know these trees.”
As on the grounds of Brideshead, the trees at Prep were planted to outlast
generations, like the school itself. As we emerge from a highly successful 75th
Anniversary Campaign, which has transformed the campus yet again, we look to
the next 75 years and beyond, as we attempt to sustain and prepare Flintridge
Prep for our grandchildren.
Over the past few years, we have focused on facilities enhancement. The
new library, classrooms, kitchen, offices, the remodeled gym, refurbished pool
and newly planted field add immeasurably to school life. Looking ahead, we
will continue to refine the current site, and remain opportunistic regarding
land acquisition. We are committed to faculty excellence and will match our
compensation package — currently the highest in Southern California —
with increasing professional development opportunities. During the difficult
times and the recovery to come, our financial aid program will assure an
optimally varied student body; and we will grow increasingly green as we explore
energy savings and alternatives to sustain the environment. To fuel these
needs, we will evolve into a true “culture of philanthropy,” as we imagine our
gifts benefiting generations to come.
In the Ethics, Aristotle asks: “Would we not, like archers who have a target
to aim at, be more likely to hit the proper mark?” As we plan, we lift our chins
a little higher, to imagine a Flintridge Prep of the 22nd century. We want to leave
the bicentennial generation of 2133 something to really celebrate.
Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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sustaining

spaces
by anne wullschlager

Over the past few years,
we have focused on
facilities enhancement,
and the new library,
classrooms, kitchen,
offices, the remodeled
gym, refurbished pool
and newly planted field
add immeasurably to
school life.
— peter bachmann

A

s the 2008-2009 school year came to a close, so did
the successful Anniversary Campaign, reaching beyond its
goal to raise $17 million. Well over 50% of these funds have
gone to facilities enhancement, and as Headmaster Bachmann noted in his letter, the past few years have seen dramatic changes to our campus. The Anniversary Campaign
combined with the New Horizons Campaign (1999 -2002),
have provided us with the Randall Performing Arts Center
and Chandramohan Library, the refurbished Crawford
Family Gymnasium, resurfaced Doane Lowery Swimming
Pool, and most recently a newly replanted Coach Jim Wood
Memorial Athletic Field. All greatly enhance the experience
of students, parents, teachers, and staff everyday.
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The Randall Performing Arts Center
From Finding to Flourishing
As the third article of a three part series
this feature reflects on sustainability, the
final value Peter Bachmann identified as
central to the strategic planning process
just completed. We ask the question, how
have the enhancement of facilities at Prep
sustained our students and influenced their
years afterwards. In what way has the new library opened up an opportunity that didn’t
previously exist? Why has a pool on campus
been so valuable? The concrete structures,
the rooms, the technology, and in the
words of Tom Fry, assistant football coach,
“the muscle,” is what lies underneath the
excellence our students achieve both
at Prep and when they move on. These
facilities are where they begin their own
stories; these facilities sustain them. And it
is thanks to our generous community, who
has imagined, given, and built them, that
we have the following stories to tell.

E

nglish and drama teacher Scott
Myers recalls his arrival at Prep in 1985,
the same year Norris Auditorium was
completed. Everyone was ecstatic. Peter
Bachmann had directed a production of
Guys and Dolls in the library the year before,
and was thrilled about the new venue.
The beautifully appointed space offered
so much potential, and with it began a new
phase for the school. Scott Myers said, “ at
that time performing arts barely existed
at Prep. There was no music, no dance”
and plays were performed in the library.
“Back then, it was difficult getting enough
students to try out for plays, and now
we are double casting.” Whereas Norris
Auditorium allowed performing arts to
take root, the addition of the Randall building in 2001 allowed its every expression,
in music, theater, and dance to flourish.
As this new space was created, Prep became attractive to professional performing
arts instructors ready to build outstanding
programs. Drama teacher Rob Lewis recalls
seeing the Randall Building for the first
time: “It physically showed me that there
was administrative and institutional support
for the performing arts . . . and the kids are

receiving the message that ‘I can be taken
seriously with my desire to do this’.”
That message reiterates Midge Kimble’s statement from PrepTalk’s last issue,
that “there are many places to belong here
. . . kids cross lines and have dynamic identities, . . . and there is an equal appreciation
of students’ differing interests and talents.”
The construction of the Randall building is
a large part of why we are able to make that
claim.
Antonio Harrison’s ’01 senior independent study project, a one-man show
performed in the Miller Black-box Theater,
punctuated just how multifaceted and
talented students at Prep are, but furthermore, how a space made all the difference
in discovering it.
Antonio was identified as “athlete” at
Prep, until the night he stepped out onto
Miller’s stage. By the way people who saw
him describe it, his performance marked
a tipping point at Prep. Peter Bachmann,
Scott Myers, and Sue Hodge all recall its
visceral power and their prior ignorance of
his talent. “There was a dimension to him
that no one knew about. It took us all by
surprise” (Sue Hodge).

Antonio had taken an introduction
to improvisation class taught by Gillian
Thomas that first semester. As an athlete,
who competed all three seasons, he did not
have the opportunity to explore the extracurricular theater productions. Energized
by the class, he chose to do an independent
study project of his own. He was responsible for all aspects of the production —
props, staging, music, and lighting. “I had
free range of what I wanted to do as long as
I followed my plan.”
He eventually wrote his play on a trip
to Palm Springs with friends from school.
He says it was the middle of the night, and
five characters came to life in a little under
two hours. He had his play. Those five
characters were the “inner monologue of
my daily life.” He wanted to get across the
idea that “we are all multiple characters
trying to have conversations with ourselves.” Through this character structure
“the performance dealt with what I saw in
my daily life, what I’ve seen being raised in
my family . . . I wanted people to really see
where I came from.”
It was a tour-de-force performance that
not only revealed a student’s incredible

unknown talent, but also his feelings about
identity, belonging, and who he wanted to
be as a man. “All of Prep was astonished
by the power and freshness of what he did
down there” (Scott Myers).
In considering why his show made
such an impact, both Antonio Harrison
and Scott Myers agreed on the importance
of the space. According to Antonio, the
space of Miller was “an integral part of
making it as good as it was. It is a close,
intimate venue. . . and my performance
set a precedent for what could be done in
there.” Scott Myers notes, “we get to do
things in Miller that can’t really be done in
Norris — small casts with a packed house.
It boosts the intensity of the experience for
audience and actors.”
Antonio may not have pursued acting,
but he certainly didn’t put away his need to
perform. He has worked for the Pasadena
Unified School District in a number of
capacities over the last few years, teaching
sophomore history and k-8th grade international cooking. He is currently working
on his PhD in Applied Behavioral Analysis
at the Chicago School in downtown Los
Angeles.

Beyond providing a very different
performance space, the Randall building
gives students the opportunity to work
independently and learn the entirety of the
production process. Rob Lewis feels confident that Miller Theater was a part of the
foundation empowering Landry Albright
’08, now a student at Emerson College, to
fully thrive in her pursuit of a professional
acting career.
During her senior year, like Antonio
Harrison ’01, Landry took on an independent study project. She directed her own
production, which according to Rob Lewis
“could not have happened if Randall hadn’t
been there. She had no idea the magnitude
of the role of directing to create a production.” As college student, “she is now
founding her own projects because she has
experience and confidence.”
This summer Landry received the
highly competitive intern position with The
Furious Theater Company at The Pasadena
Playhouse. She also has her sights set on
founding her own theater company in the
not-too-distant future. Rob Lewis believes
her experiences at Prep have greatly added
to Landry’s “willingness to venture outside
of the comfort zone of a known position.
And she is really running with it.”

Chandramohan Library
For the Quiet
and the Connected

F

or those who remember the old
library, you can probably recall the battle
being fought on a daily basis — the neverending laughing and shushing, talking
and shushing, shushing and shushing, and
talking and laughing. That battle has finally
come to a very happy end.
After visiting numerous secondary
school libraries, English teacher Sarah
Cooper wrote, “Making a Library the Intellectual Heart of a School,” a consulting
report about how different school libraries
were built and what the librarians liked
about them. The findings included recommendations for lighting, seating, resources,
electronics, but most importantly was the
two-story layout — the first floor for socializing, and the second for silent study.
The natural rhythm between cloistering oneself away and seeking connection
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have found harmony in the new Chandramohan Library. And, in addition to the
new two-floor dynamic, the improvement
in resources (both electronic and print),
technology, storage, and display space, all
play important roles in the stories there are
to tell.
Librarian Sue Hodge explains, “we’ve
always been the cultural center of the
school, physically and otherwise.” But this
statement has found added meaning, as
they see virtually every student, everyday
now. “We are the bartenders of the school
and the kids belly up to tell us stuff . . .
also more kids are asking for books! They
are more engaged with us.” She loves the
new separation of space, saying, “while it is
quiet upstairs, the culture can prevail in the
downstairs.” And prevail it does.
While Norris Auditorium and Miller
Theater offer more formal settings for
performances to take place, the library
has become a performance venue unto
itself. Due to its “warmer environment and
acoustics,” Willie Plaschke ’09 and Asher
Butnik ’09 decided to record their senior
independent study projects there. Assisted
by Dr. Robert Parker and music teacher
Steve Hill, and with an audience of about
40 people, the students performed and recorded in late May. “It was a very personal
time,” recalls Mrs. Hodge.
The Yale University Baker’s Dozen a
cappella group also performed this year
as part of The Library Forum Series.
It was casual, fun, interactive, and it was
packed. Kids walking through the library
were drawn into watching — a lively and
surprising pause in the typical path of a
day. Similarly, alum Rmax Goodwin ’08

and Kyle Echen ’11, both professional
performers at the Magic Castle, would give
impromptu demonstrations. A crowd of
students would build, and a spontaneous
moment was made.
Conjured by a space that allows
for the natural flow of student life, interesting things can happen, and spontaneity
has risen to the surface as a key feature of
the library. Beyond the unexpected
performances, Sue Hodge says the same
spontaneous activity takes place in the
group study rooms. Senior leaders, (seniors
assigned to help younger students in a
particular class), come in to tutor and
“soon the table is full.” As students walk
by and see their classmates engaged and
working through material, they simply join
in. And in this way, she says, “group study

“The more heart and
commitment you can
show to each area; it
creates a vibrancy
and an openness and
a community”
— R. Lewis

rooms are community building.” They also
provide comfortable spaces to engage with
invited guests. When Timmy and Molly
from Club 21 came to visit this winter,
Leo Club members used the rooms to talk
with them. Since you can see them as you
walk through the first floor, other students
might take an interest in what is going on
and join.
Beyond safely housing some of the
extraordinary texts the library has been
given, such as Toby ’59 and Anne Westbrook’s donation of a valuable first edition
Huckleberry Finn, the display cases have
opened up opportunities for students to involve themselves with the library collection.
In April, Marissa Roy ’10 and the Arts Club
produced the upstairs display for national
poetry month. They chose all the materials
and created a spatial design. That same
month a poetry jam took place downstairs.
There was an audience of about 65, and
close to 20 students performed.
More and more teachers are incorporating the library resources into their
curriculums. In particular, Mrs. Hodge has
noticed a dramatic increase in the presence
of math classes using the library’s computer
lab — a space that is booked almost every
period. Jillian Riehl’s math classes use it to
research famous math figures in history,
Laura Berger’s science classes are learning how to use excel for their science fair
projects, and Ingrid Herskind’s history
classes are accessing historical newspapers
through the Pro Quest Database.
In addition to everything else it offers,
the Library also has a storage space for

students that physically represents what
is happening on campus on any given
day. The librarians humorously refer to it
as “the crock pot room.” From bake sale
items, student projects, helium tanks, and
toys for a toy drive, the room says it all.
What you ultimately understand when
you listen to what happens in the library,
is that a segregated organization of school
life has vanished, and another one has
emerged. Ironically, by creating two separate spaces, the Chandramohan Library
has engendered fluid convergences. It is
where clubs, curriculums, performances,
resources, art, cooking, laughing, thinking
can all intersect, not invading, not distracting, but amplifying, enhancing, and thriving — this is good.

Sport Facilities
Space to Play

L

ast summer The Crawford Family
Gymnasium was refurbished. This spring
the Doane Lowery Pool was resurfaced.
And this summer the Coach Jim Wood
Memorial Athletic Field was replanted.
Glowing green, it begs for a game to be
played.
The gym contains the longtime bones
of Prep’s past, but now has the shined up,
lined up, sheen of a brand new building.
This transformation is thanks to Jeff
Crawford ’86 and his parents, Gordie
and Dona. But Jeff would be quick to give

his thanks to Prep’s sports programs.
Playing Prep basketball provided him with
experiences and relationships that have
contributed to his deep and lasting connection to Flintridge. His continued friendship with Athletic Director Alex Rivera is
of particular importance to him. “One of
the main reasons I played basketball was
because he was the coach. It was such a
great experience.” He is also very grateful for the lifelong friendships with Skip
Bartow ’86, Pat Farrand ’86, and Tod Freer
’86. Jeff adds that through the Prep sports
experience, “my parents made valuable
friendships as well.”
Through his involvement in sports,
Jeff feels he gained certain life skills, such
as the benefit of working hard in a group
for a single goal. “Team sports translates
into real life — working with others in
careers and jobs.” To make those teams at
Prep stronger, the fans more comfortable,
and the coaches more able to lead, the
Crawfords helped replace the floor and
install new stands, add air-conditioning,
and improve the acoustics. It is a fabulous,
new facility now. Jeff shares, “we wanted to
give back to the school what the school had
given us . . . and enhance the experience for
all involved.”
Kelsey Merchant ’10, a rising senior on
the girls’ Varsity basketball team reports,
“the air conditioning plays a big factor.
It helps you practice, making you more
focused and prepared for your games.
There are no more dead-zones in the floor,
either. From a fan’s perspective the seating
is great. The old bleachers were wobbly and

hard to stand on. Now fans can cheer from
individual seats. Also, it looks more professional, which changes how you feel.” How
one feels on a team is of great importance,
as can be attested to by Jeff Crawford. He
wants others to know the same sense of
connection and fulfillment, and his family
is helping make it happen.
The Doane Lowery Pool, which received a fresh surface, has been an important campus feature for years. Originally
built in 1965, many Prep students have had
the opportunity to compete on their own
home turf. Sam Tyre ’00 spent the better part of his free time in high school in
that pool, as both a water polo player and
swimmer. He went on to play water polo for
Stanford University, winning two gold and
two silver NCAA trophies.
In speaking with Sam about the role
the pool played in his time at Prep and
his success at Stanford, he shared, “It is a
privilege to have your own pool. You don’t
have to split time or spend time driving.
And it is an intimidating place to come play
because of great home support, especially
against Poly and Chadwick. Having first
class facilities allowed me to compete and
added to my Prep experience. I made my
best friendships in that pool. And, I believe,
it allowed me to pursue water polo at the
college level.”
The new field is the next stop, but as
of yet we do not have a story to tell. It lays
waiting for the new school year. And you
can be sure that eventually, there will be
plenty to say.
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Baccalaureate
Accompanied by the Chamber Orches-

tra’s performance of Bach’s “Sleepers
Awake,” the Class of 2009 made their
procession down the aisles of Norris
Auditorium for their Baccalaureate
Ceremony on June 6. Participants took
the podium, including Headmaster Peter
Bachmann, students Leo Chick ’09, Ellen
Kim ’09, Shane Levy ’09, and Madison
Zeller ’09. Founder and former CEO
of American Reprographics, Mohan
Chandramohan, parent of Mika ’09, gave
the Baccalaureate address, guiding the
audience and graduates through a varied
and inspired profile of his work experience, beginning in the early 1980’s with
his first few years in the United States, to
his most recent endeavors.
Reflecting on his first job with an auto
parts retail chain, Mr. Chandramohan
discussed working his way from a minimum
wage labor job to the position of president

Mohan Chandramohan,
Baccalaureate speaker

and chief operating officer. He credits the
job with giving him a lasting foundation for
what he has accomplished since. “Working
for a smaller family-owned entrepreneurial
business exposed me early to every facet of
running a business. But the one area that
appealed to me most was the humanistic
aspect of the business. This allowed me to
grow in my understanding of how people
worked and what made them tick, and
helped me develop the skill sets necessary
to lead, motivate, and inspire. . .”
With these skills in place, Mr. Chandramohan left the auto parts company to
begin his own venture, a small reprographics company. Again, he felt that people
were the central asset of the company
and he was “hands on and fully engaged
with the people in the trenches — which
allowed [him] to directly communicate to
them a progressive vision of the future for
the company — one in which they could

all participate and prosper.” In those early
stages “people felt empowered and motivated, and were even having a lot of fun
helping grow the organization.”
The company grew dramatically,
becoming a national firm and eventually a
public company. With this change, a shift
in values also took place. The company
became less attentive to its many constituents, and became overwhelmingly focused
on the interests of the stockholders and
their earnings per share. Mr. Chandramohan remarked, “I found the lack of balance
between social good on the one hand and
the profit motive on the other extremely
disconcerting.” And so he stepped down
as CEO, and reoriented himself with a set
of goals reflecting his disappointment,
but also his inspiration to change business
culture.
As part of this next phase, he pursued
a degree at Oxford University, where he
was introduced to the concept of social
entrepreneurship — a theory that reflected
his own feelings about the need to adjust
business values. “Social entrepreneurs believe that a business can be very profitable,
while being socially proactive and responsible — not only in its day-to-day activities,
but also in the application of its profits
for the cause of social good. ‘Do good,
while doing well’ is the mantra.” Sighting
multiple companies that have struck this
balance, he illuminated the potential symbiotic relationship between business and
social betterment.
At the end of his address, Mr. Chandramohan emphasized the pivotal role
that the millennial generation has in reformulating business as usual. He pointed
out that this generation is described as
“the most educated, entrepreneurial, and
compassionate generation in the history
of the United States.” Mr. Chandramohan
hopes the graduates of the Class of 2009
will challenge themselves to live up to their
description — “to make our economic
system compassionate and responsive to
the needs of people at all levels of society,
and to the environment that supports those
societies.”
The address concluded with an earnest
congratulations to the class for all their
accomplishments. A litany, closing remarks,
and benediction were offered, and the
soon-to-be graduates processed out to an
awaiting dinner in the Ahmanson Plaza.
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Commencement
Commencement for the graduating class

of 2009 was held on Sunday, June 7, at the
Pasadena Civic Auditorium. The crowd
of family and friends was on its feet as
graduates processed down the aisles to Dr.
Robert Parker’s ’78 “The Noble Blue and
Grey” and took their seats on stage. Mikey
Geragos ’09 delivered an invocation, which
offered thanks to teachers and parents for
their guidance and support, and Headmaster Peter Bachmann welcomed the audience and set a tone of recognition for the
evening.
Chair of the Board of Trustees Jaynie
Studenmund reminisced about going
through last year’s “homestretch at Prep,”
listing the various events such as Senior
Horizons, senior breakfast, and the senior
class trip, which lead to “the crescendo of
commencement.” It is a truly magical time
for students as bonds of friendship are
fortified, and the future feels so close and
so far all at once. Mrs. Studenmund also reflected on how Prep has thrived regardless
of the difficult economic climate, identify-

ing two guiding principles she believes
have shepherded Prep. First she noted, at
Prep “balance matters.” The whole person
is valued, and hard work must be tempered
with an equal part of play and exploration.
The second principle is “Prep’s emphasis
on people, community, and relationships.”
With these values securely driving the
school, Prep is resilient to the uncertainty
of the times, and will be a place of life-long
belonging for the newest alums of the
graduating Class of 2009.
Before the presentation of awards,
elected Class Speaker James Vandeventer
’09 addressed the audience with reflections and some clever and generationappropriate remarks about the usefulness
of the internet in generating speech ideas.
James, however, did a perfectly fine job
discovering his own material. He said, “For
me, the markings on my path through Prep
are charted in the margins of my notebooks; the more scribbles on the borders,
the more an idea grabbed my attention. I
cannot, and we cannot, stop contemplating

big ideas and big questions.” In keeping
with big ideas, likely spawned from those
markings in his notebooks, James’ advice
to his classmates was as follows: “do not
do irreparable damage to this planet, our
home. Rise above and give when you could
take, heal when you could hurt, and take
action when you could remain idle.” These
words were also followed by a fair warning,
“and to those that have come before us, I
say: step aside! You don’t know who you’re
dealing with.”

Daniel Beldy, Class President

Class of 2009
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The ceremony continued with the
presentation of Awards and Honors.
(Please see page 11.) Among them was
the Parents Association Teaching Award
presented to science teacher Glen Beattie; Senior Class President Daniel Beldy
’09 honored art history teacher Vanessa
Walker-Oakes with the Class of 2009 Award.
Beldy also announced the senior class gift
of new sound and light equipment for
Norris Auditorium.
Nitya Rajeshuni ’09 then gave her valedictory address, reminding the members of
her class that “we are all strong, intelligent,
and wonderful human beings, a collection of unique, yet all beautiful souls. We,
the Class of 2009, have the ability to affect
change and reap wonders.” With these
sentiments still ringing, each graduate
was presented with their diploma. Then
handshakes and hugs were shared with
Headmaster Bachmann, and when all were
awarded, the class was given their farewell
and the up-beat trailing off Bachmann
“good-bye,” which doesn’t end these graduates’ relationship with Prep, but starts them
on their new one as alums in the Flintridge
community.
After exiting the auditorium between
the rows of applauding faculty, the grads
made their way into the plaza, which
quickly turned into a celebratory frenzy as
friends and family found their graduates.
Adorning them with leis, bouquets, and
balloons, pictures were taken before they
departed for their grad-night aboard an allnight cruise, and their last night together
as one group. Congratulations!

Take Note
Honors and Awards
at Commencement
Valedictorian
Nitya Rajeshuni

Founders Trophy
Nitya Rajeshuni
Benton Memorial Award
Sarah Waliany
American Legion Award
Erik Bogaard, Crystal Bong

Salutatorian
Michelle Bigony

Parents Association Scholarships
Joel Bryant, Effie Yang

Class Speaker
James Vandeventer
Cum Laude Society
Elected in Junior Year
Michelle Bigony
Leo Chick
Shane Levy
Nitya Rajeshuni
Jasleen Singh
Sarah Waliany
Kyle Wass
Michael Wolf
Christina Yu
Madison Zeller
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Elected in Senior Year
Victoria Ballagh
Hannah Edwards
Samuel Fishman
Aaron Fried
Daniel Ichwan
Jeffrey Nieh
Andrew Osheroff
Nathaniel Tan
James Vandeventer
Joseph Yi

California Scholarship Federation
Novitiate Status
Fuad Beshir, Joel Bryant, Teny Rose Geragos,
Katherine Leavens
Bronze Status
Edward Chan, Michael Geragos, Arash Jafarnia,
Sona Kazangian, Ashley Kimery, William
McHenry, Andrea Shea, Michael Stanton, John
Thomas Treadwell, Conner Verreaux
Silver Status
Victoria Ballagh, Daniel Beldy, Gabriel Brighty,
Ambika Chandramohan, Hitomi Heap-Baldwin,
Stephen Leech, Erin Loadvine, Jacqueline Reyes,
Yasmin Saudi, Sara Tappin, Brandon Taylor,
Gavin Thomson
Sealbearers
Shannon Adelman, Alexandra Baptiste, Catherine Beck, Michelle Bigony, Erik Bogaard,
Crystal Bong, Samuel Buck, Asher Butnik, Kyle
Carpenter, Katie Chen, Leo Chick, Michael
Cooper, Hannah Edwards, Nicole Elby, Samuel
Fishman, Aaron Fried, Michael Graff, Alexander
Hurrell, Daniel Ichwan, Carina Jette, Arthur
Kang, Lydia Kay, Alina Khodadian, Ellen Kim,
Gina Kim, Kathryn Krulisky, Sarah Krupczak,
Shane Levy, James Lyon, Alexander Maltun,
Morgan Marmaro, Kristen McAleenan, Erin
McDonnell, Charlotte Milinovich, Lauren Miller,
Jeffrey Nieh, Taryn Orona, Karina Ortiz, Andrew
Osheroff, William Plaschke, Alexandra Prescott,
Nitya Rajeshuni, Yuko Shimada, Mark Sinclair,
Jasleen Singh, Alec Storrie-Lombardi, Sally
Suzuki, Nathaniel Tan, Shannon Thomas, Sarah
Turchan, James Vandeventer, Sarah Waliany, Kyle
Wass, Rebecca Wee, Paul Weitekamp, Induni
Wickramasinghe, Michael Wolf, Dylan Yamamoto, Effie Yang, Joseph Yi, Christina Yu, Anne
Zaro, Madison Zeller, Christine Zhang

Upper School Athlete of the Year
Award
Joel Bryant
Department Awards
English – Dylan Yamamoto
Foreign Language
French – Morgan Marmaro
Spanish – Karina Ortiz
Latin – Alexander Maltun
		
History – Shane Levy
Mathematics
– Joseph Yi
		
Science – Sarah Waliany
Computer Science – Asher Butnik
Fine Arts
Performing Arts – William Plaschke
Visual Arts – Madison Zeller
Rhode Island School of Design – Alexandra
Prescott
Special Recognition
Class of 2009 Officers
Commissioner General – Michael Geragos
Assistant Commissioner General – Erik Bogaard
Commissioner of Projects – Stephen Leech
Class President – Daniel Beldy
Vice President – Gina Kim
Secretary – Yuko Shimada
Treasurer – Nathaniel Tan
National Merit Awards
National Merit Letter of Commendation
Victoria Ballagh, Catherine Beck, Crystal Bong,
Asher Butnik, Aaron Fried, Daniel Ichwan,
Shane Levy, James Lyon, Alexander Maltun,
Lauren Miller, Jeffrey Nieh, William Plaschke,
Jasleen Singh, Sally Suzuki, Sara Tappin, Shannon Thomas, Gavin Thomson, Sarah Turchan,
Jared Wernick, Effie Yang, Joseph Yi
National Merit Finalists
Shannon Adelman, Michelle Bigony, Leo Chick,
Michael Cooper, Hannah Edwards, Samuel
Fishman, Maguire Haigh, Gina Kim, Andrew
Osheroff, Nitya Rajeshuni, Yuko Shimada, James
Vandeventer, Sarah Waliany, Kyle Wass, Michael
Wolf, Dylan Yamamoto, Christina Yu, Madison
Zeller
National Merit $2500 Scholarship
Michelle Bigony, Nitya Rajeshuni

Valedictorian Nitya Rajeshuni receives the
Founders Trophy
National Achievement
Scholarship Program
Achieved Participant Status
Alexandra Baptiste
Achieved Finalist Status
Kyle Carpenter, Yasmin Saudi
$2500 Scholarship Award
Kyle Carpenter
College Board National Hispanic
Recognition Program
Gustavo Herrera
Taryn Orona
Karina Ortiz
Dylan Yamamoto
Bank of America
Achievement Awards
The Bank of America presents certificates for
achievement in specific fields of study.
			
English – Leo Chick
History – Michelle Bigony
French – Yuko Shimada
Spanish – Lauren Miller
Latin – Michael Wolf
Science – Jeffrey Nieh
Mathematics – Nitya Rajeshuni
Computer Science – Andrew Osheroff
Vocal Music – Asher Butnik
Instrumental Music –
Classical – Carina Jette
Jazz – Daniel Ichwan
Drama – Erin McDonnell
Ceramics – Sarah Krupczak
Photography – Catherine Beck
Merit Scholarships
Students receiving scholarships from universities or colleges, businesses, or philanthropic
organizations.
Alexandra Baptiste, Michelle Bigony, Asher
Butnik, Leo Chick, Michael Cooper, Adriana
Duarte, Nicole Elby, Daniel Ichwan, Ellen
Kim, Katherine Leavens, Shane Levy, William
Plaschke, Alexandra Prescott, Nitya Rajeshuni,
Sally Suzuki, Shannon Thomas, Gavin Thomson,
Sarah Turchan, Sarah Waliany, Jared Wernick,
Christina Yu
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TAKE NOTE

2

1

4

3

(1) Katharine Schwab ’11, Jackson McHenry ’11, Peter Vaughn; (2) Edmund Chow ’10, Alex Rivera; (3) Jessica Gerard ’10, Peter
Vaughn; and (4) Conor Dubin ’10, Alex Blecksmith ’97.

Upper School Awards
Fathers Club Pursuit
of Excellence Award
9th: Eilene Anderson ’12
10th: Lauren Guarino ’11
11th: Katherine Bork ’10

Department Awards

Amherst Book Prize

English

Jackson McHenry ’11
Katharine Schwab ’11

Occidental College
Book Award

Jessica Gerard ’10

Harvard Book Award

Athletics
Female – Brooke Elby ’11
Male – Edmund Chow ’10

Sophomore Award

Katharine Schwab ’11
Brown Book Award

Meray Mankerian ’10
NCTE Writing Award Nominee

Carolyn Jeffries ’10

Carolyn Jeffries ’10

Fine Arts

Princeton Book Award

Visual Arts
Sophomore – Lenea Sims ’11
Junior – Ben Slyngstad ’10

Olivia Ouyang ’10

Student Leadership
Award

Performing Arts
Sophomore – Akie Jette ’11
Junior – Katherine Bork ’10

J.P. Blecksmith ’99
Memorial Award

History

Michael Geragos ’09

Conor Dubin ’10

Sophomore Award

Maria Yu ’11

Dartmouth Book Award

Dorothy Silverman ’10

Faculty Awards
Mathematics
Sophomore Award

Kyle Eschen ’11

Class of 1987
Teaching Award

Rob Lewis

Yee Sui King Tom Award

Detoy Award

Kanenori Okamoto ’10

Thomas Fry

Science

PARENTS ASSOCIATION
TEACHING Award

Prep Science Fair
Best of Fair: Sarah Waliany ’09
1st Place: Dorothy Silverman ’10
2nd: Nitya Rajeshuni ’09
3rd: Daniel O’Leary ’10

Glen Beattie

CLASS OF 2009 AWARD

Vanessa Walker-Oakes

Sophomore Award

Jackson McHenry ’11
Bausch & Lomb Award

Kanenori Okamoto ’10
Rensselaer Award

Daniel O’Leary ’10
Community Service Awards
9th: Jack Purvis ’12
10th: Brooke Elby ’11
11th: Emily Law ’10

Cara Lowe ’10

Tom Fry
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Faculty Math Awards
Pre-Algebra, 7th Grade

Lauren Slowskei ’14
Algebra, 8th

Chandler Harris ’13
Faculty Science Awards
Life Science, 7th Grade: Connor O’Malley ’14
Earth Science, 8th: Arabella Arabejo ’13
Fine Arts Awards
Visual Arts
Outstanding in Achievement, 7th Grade

Acacia Redding ’14

Drawing and painting
8th Grade: Eleanor Hancock ’13
Ceramics
8th Grade: Caroline Hedrick ’13

Class of 2013: 8th Grade Promotion

Foreign Language Awards
John W. Neupauer Award in Latin

Middle School Awards

Community Service Recognition

Honor Student of the Year

Graeme Cranston-Cuebas, Maya Okamoto,
Arin Phillips

Faculty Award in French

Joanne Jang ’13
Runners up

8th Grade Class

Faculty Award in Spanish

Arabella Arabejo ’13, Lauren Slowskei ’14
Parent Association
Pursuit of Excellence Awards
7th Grade (sponsored by the Parents Association):

Christine Kazanchian ’14

8th Grade (sponsored by the Fathers Club):

Joanne Jang ’13, Isaac Yamamoto ’13

7th Grade Class

McKay Anderson, Katherine Bogaard,
Samuel Boutin, Madeline Case, Whitney
Cohen, Casey Cousineau, Samantha Davies,
Jennifer Gee, Callan Gies, Chandler Harris,
Caroline Hedrick. Joanne Jang, Kera Johnson, Kaelin King, Lindsay Leisure, Michael
Leslie, Manuel Perez, Mary Clare Plaschke,
Austin Roy, Shalini Sutharshana, Kinsey
Thompson

Outstanding Citizen Award

Casey Cousineau ’13

Good Citizenship Award
7th Grade Class

Chadd Cosse ’13

Timothy Jones ’13

Samantha Davies ’13
Performing Arts
7th Grade
Vocal Music

Graeme Cranston-Cuebas ’14
Dance

Kathryn Abe-Ridgway ’14
Jarren Heidelberg ’14
Drama

Galey Caverly ’14

Lara Edwards, Evan Grobar, Marilyn Haigh,
Shaneli Jain, Christine Kazanchian, Rachel
Lee, Maya Okamoto, Connor O’Malley,
Arin Phillips, Acacia Redding, Lauren
Slowskei, Ellie-Jan Taw, Ethan Vandeventer

8th Grade
Vocal Music

8th Grade Class

Joanne Jang ’13

Hayley Carter, Whitney Cohen, Chadd
Cosse, Casey Cousineau, Samantha Davies,
Jennifer Gee, Callan Gies, Chandler Harris, Caroline Hedrick, Joanne Jang, Kaelin
King, Lindsay Leisure, Danielle Lincoln,
Bryn McFadden, Wai-Wai Ng, Marisa Wang,
Isaac Yamamoto
Department Awards

Isaac Yamamoto ’13
Mary Clare Plaschke ’13
Instrumental Music
Dance

Brian Khin ’13, Danielle Lincoln ’13
Drama

Austin Roy ’13
Physical Education Awards

Kaelin King ’13, Manuel Perez ’13
Writing and Literature Awards
Creative Writing, 7th Grade

Athletics Award
Athletes of the year:
Girl – Casey Cousineau ’13
Boy – Chadd Cosse ’13

Karlsen Termini ’13

Faculty History Awards
7th Grade: Christine Kazanchian ’14
8th Grade: John Bouchard ’13

Juliana Clark ’14, Arin Phillips ’14
Literature, 7th Grade

Tyler Crissman ’14
Writing and English Awards, 8th Grade

Hayley Carter ’13, Callan Gies ’13
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On&Off Campus
Senior Celebration

Senior Horizons

Flintridge Prep seniors spent March 26 and 27 at Prep’s
annual Senior Horizons program designed to help students
consider the changes and opportunities they will experience
at college. Thursday’s program held at Descanso Gardens
included multiple small group sessions. One of the sessions
was led by Prep alums Reed Bradley ’08, Pamon Forouhar
’07, and Andria Montoya ’07. Seniors were able to ask questions and engage in an array of topics, from how to connect
with professors to dealing with tough roommate situations.
Friday morning, after a continental breakfast on campus,
buses transported the seniors to the Jonathon Club downtown, where Prep alums and Prep parents representing nine
professions engaged with the students. They spoke about
the educational process of entering certain careers and what
one can expect of the experience. A luncheon followed, with
remarks from Edward Blecksmith, who graciously arranged
Prep’s use of the Jonathon Club, and an inspiring keynote
speech by former Prep parent, John Heil. The two-day seminar shared a wealth of knowledge and advice, and set the
end of the year festivities into motion.

Top: Leo Chick, Madison Zeller, Connor Verreaux
Bottom: Reed Bradley ’08, Andria Montoya ’07, Peter Bachmann
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College Destinations
Shannon Adelman
Cornell University

Michael Geragos
University of Southern California

James Lyon
University of California, Berkeley

Alec Storrie-Lombardi
Harvey Mudd College

Victoria Ballagh
University of Virginia

Teny Geragos
New York University

Alexander Maltun
Pitzer College

Sally Suzuki
New York University

Alexandra Baptiste
Princeton University

Michael Graff
University of Texas, Austin

Morgan Marmaro
Barnard College

Nathaniel Tan
Northwestern University

Catherine Beck
University of California,
Santa Barbara

Maguire Haigh
University of Colorado at Boulder

Kristen McAleenan
Connecticut College

Sara Tappin
New York University

Hitomi Heap-Baldwin
Pasadena City College

Erin McDonnell
Clemson University

Brandon Taylor
University of Southern California

Gustavo Herrera
Boston University

William McHenry
Linfield College

Shannon Thomas
Santa Clara University

Michelle Bigony
University of Pennsylvania

Patrick Hilson
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University

Charlotte Milinovich
University of California,
Santa Barbara

Gavin Thomson
Southern Methodist University

Erik Bogaard
Boston University

Alexander Hurrell
George Washington University

Lauren Miller
University of Southern California

Crystal Bong
Harvey Mudd College

Daniel J. Ichwan
University of California,
Los Angeles

Stephen Morse
Hamilton College

Daniel Beldy
University of Miami
Fuad Beshir
University of California, Riverside

Gabriel Brighty
University of Washington
Joel Bryant II
Arizona State University
Samuel Buck
University of California,
Santa Barbara
Asher Butnik
Oberlin College
Kyle Carpenter
California Institute of Technology
Edward Chan
University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign

Arash Jafarnia
University of California, Riverside
Carina Jette
University of California,
Santa Barbara
Arthur Kang
Boston College
Lydia Kay
Trinity College
Sona Kazangian
University of California, Riverside
Jamila Kerr
George Washington University

Ambika Chandramohan
University of San Francisco

Alina Khodadian
University of California, San Diego

Katie Chen
Northwestern University

Ellen Kim	
University of California, Berkeley

Leo Chick
University of California, Berkeley

Gina Kim	
University of California, Berkeley

Michael Cooper
University of Southern California

Ashley Kimery
Vanderbilt University

Cary Cousineau
California State University,
San Marcos

Kathryn Krulisky
Tulane University

Adriana Duarte
Marymount Manhattan College
Hannah Edwards
University of California, Berkeley
Nicole Elby
Sacred Heart University
Samuel Fishman
University of California, Berkeley
Aaron Fried
Boston College

Sarah Krupczak
University of Southern California
Katherine Leavens
University of Redlands
Stephen Leech III
Emory University
Shane Levy
Macalester College
Erin Loadvine
University of Southern California

Jeffrey Nieh
University of California, Berkeley
Justin Ogunji
Hampton University
Taryn Orona
Beloit College
Karina Ortiz
California State University, Pomona
Andrew Osheroff
University of California, Berkeley
William Plaschke
Kenyon College
Alexandra Prescott
George Washington University
Georgia Raines
Southern Methodist University
Nitya Rajeshuni
Stanford University
Jacqueline Reyes
University of Southern California
Adam Ross
University of San Francisco
Yasmin Saudi
New York University
Andrea Shea
Emerson College
Yuko Shimada
Georgetown University
Mark Sinclair
Santa Clara University
Jasleen Singh
University of California, Berkeley
Michael Stanton
Boston University

John Thomas Treadwell
Skidmore College
Sarah Turchan
Southern Methodist University
James Vandeventer
Georgetown University
Conner Verreaux
University of Colorado at Boulder
Sarah Waliany
University of Southern California
Kyle Wass
Princeton University
Rebecca Wee
University of California,
Los Angeles
Paul Weitekamp
University of California,
Santa Barbara
Jared Wernick
New York University
Induni Wickramasinghe
University of California, San Diego
Michael Wolf
Swarthmore College
Dylan Yamamoto
University of Chicago
Effie Yang
Northwestern University
Joseph Yi
Dartmouth College
Christina Yu
University of California,
Los Angeles
Anne Zaro
Vanderbilt University
Madison Zeller
University of California, Berkeley
Christine Zhang
University of Southern California

Spotlight
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Senior Play

One More Time

T

his year’s Senior Play, Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit, performed to full houses in the Miller Theater April 28 and
29. Coward’s classic comedy, which first took the stage in
1941, has since become one of the English theater’s most
enduring works. This “improbable farce” revolves around
a novelist, Charles Condomine (Jared Wernick ’09), who
invites local eccentric medium Madame Arcati (Karina
Ortiz ’09) to hold a séance, intending to research ideas
for a novel. Much to Charles’ astonishment, the séance
inadvertently conjures the ghost of his late wife Elvira
(Hannah Edwards ’09) — a most unwelcome guest,
particularly for Charles’s current wife Ruth (Shannon
Thomas ’09). Rounding out Prep’s cast were Yuko
Shimada ’09, Michael Wolf ’09, and Effie Yang ’09. Prep
teacher Scott Myers directed the production, aided by
Assistant Director Michael Graff ’09.

Spring Music Concert

S p r i n g D a n c e a n d C h o re o g r a p h y C o n c e r t

Waking Tunes

Prep Experienced

L

Held on May 20 in Norris Auditorium,

ed by Choral Director Steve Hill and
Instrumental Music Conductor Jon Murray,
the annual Spring Music Concert filled
Norris Auditorium the evening of April 22.
Close to 100 students performed, and a full
house enjoyed each vocal and instrumental
piece as they warmed the spring night.

the Spring Dance Performance featured
students in grades 7-12 with 75 accomplished dancers, the Flintridge Singers, and
one incredible Korean drummer. Dance
routines were interpretations of “The Prep
Experience,” and were preceded by short
readings identifying the particular experience being represented. Some of the
routines needed no explanation, including
“Middle School Dance” and “P.E. class at
Prep” — both eliciting laughter from the
familiar audience. “Right/Left Brain,” one

of the more abstract routines, was choreographed by dance teacher Hilary Thomas
and performed by the intermediate
dancers, with an introduction by English
teacher Sarah Cooper. And the possible
crowd favorite, “Young Love,” showcased
Joseph Yi’s ’09 mad (meaning great)
choreography skills. The evening ended in
an explosive “Tribute to Musical Theater”
involving a medley of moments from the
recently performed musical, The Music
Man. The whole show was unceasingly
entertaining, witty, sensitive, and dynamic.

Replay
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Baseball
Boys’ Varsity. The Prep Varsity baseball
season concluded on May 19 with a CIF
playoff loss at Kern Valley. The Rebels
(12-10, 6-6 in League) returned to the
postseason for the first time since 2006.
Six Rebel starters were named to the
All-Prep League Team. First team included
Aaron Fried ’09, Connor McCann ’10, and
Ben Slyngstad ’10. Kyle McDonald ’11
and Royce Park ’12 were second-team
honorees.
In losing only two graduating seniors,
Coach Cook has high expectations for
next year’s team. The annual baseball
camp and summer teams are expected to
provide the incoming players, and returning players alike, plenty of opportunity to
improve their skills. Next year's schedule
includes the preseason Southern California
Invitational Tournament, Mayfair (DII),
and a spring break trip to San Luis Obispo
with games against Mission Prep (San Luis
Obispo) and Washington Union (Fresno,
CIF Central Section DIV Champions).

MIDDLE SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS WINDuP

(l) 7th Grade Boys’ Basketball; (r) 8th Grade
Boys’ Basketball

(l) 7th Grade Girls’ Soccer (r) 8th Grade Girls’ Soccer
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SOFTBALL
Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ Varsity softball team
played with tremendous heart and talent,
which was evident in all their games. Head
Coach Julie Jaime was assisted by coaches
Jo French and Joe Maggio. Victories were
earned through efforts made by the entire
team as each of the 16 players made significant contributions throughout the season.
A “winning attitude,” as described by Coach
French, and their excellent hitting were
the team’s strengths.
They finished 8-4 in League, tied for
second place and were just one run away
from first place. Their overall record was
11-10 (including their wild card playoff
loss). Hard work paid off as the Rebels
returned to the play-offs for the second
year in a row and gave their all against
Woodcrest Christian of Riverside. Lydia
Kay ’09 and Emma Vine ‘10 earned first
team All-League honors and Alina Khodadian ’09, Denise van der Goot ’11, and
Stephanie Bathke ’12 earned second team
All- League. Lydia Kay, a leader in many
offensive categories, was the team’s Most
Valuable Player and Annie Zaro ’09 was
named the Most Inspirational Player. The
Coaches Award went to Shannon Adelman
’09 and the Most Improved Player was
Sydney Golombek ’11.
The five senior leaders who have set a
solid foundation for the softball program
will be missed, but many experienced and
talented players will return next year as
they continue to strive with high expectations for the Prep League title. Coach Julie
Jaime wishes to extend her gratitude for
the support the community offered to the
softball program this season.

Golf

Varsity Golf coached by Michael Roffina and
Bob Loughrie had a strong year and we’ll
see many returning players next season.
Middle School. Coach Garrett Ohara remarked that the middle school golf team
“had a fine season, with improvement
shown on the driving range and with lower
scores on the course.” Prep finished in
fourth place out of seven schools that
participated in the League tournament
held at the Altadena Golf Course.
Of the 37 individuals participating,
Jack Bouchard ’13, the defending
champion, finished in second place,
carding a 2 over par score of 37. Tim Jones
’13 finished with a tie for 10th. Other
participants included Chadd Cosse ’13,
Alex Blaine ’14, and Keziah Kim ’14.
Bouchard was named Most Valuable Player
of the team, and Jones received the
Coaches Award.

Swimming
Boys Varsity. After a very tough season for
the boys’ swim team, the finals proved to be
worth the wait. The team pulled together
in some phenomenal races in the League

finals and pulled out a third-place finish in
League. James Vandeventer ’09 earned a
bronze medal in the 100-yard freestyle with
a 53.72. Stephen Leech ’09 also received a
bronze medal for his performance in the
500-yard free-style with a time of 5:22.94.
He dropped 20 seconds from his previous
best. Leech and Vandeventer joined Garrett Wax ’10 and Jacob Steenwyk ’11 in the
200-yard freestyle relay, in which they won
the bronze medal (1:39.15). The Coaches
Award went to Garrett Wax and Most Improved went to Jacob Steenwyk.
Girls’ Varsity. The girls’ swim team finished
in sixth place, while having fun and showing steady improvement over the course of
the season. Kristin Brisbois ’11 stood out
once again with 1:08.87 in the 100-meter
butterfly, earning her a bronze medal.
Brisbois won the Most Valuable Player
Award and Isabella Weiss ’11 earned the
Most Improved Award. Coach Keenan
Fergusen was pleased to see the team
finish strong.
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TENNIS
LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ tennis team had their best season in 70 years, clinching its
first League title since 1939. First-year coach Ron Catano said he was surprised at
the three wins from a team that never played together before. Krishan Sutharshana
’10 and David Chou ’11 teamed up for the first time and performed at a remarkable
level. They contributed greatly to the team’s success in a key match on May 1st against
Webb, 10-8, with Jonathan Kim ’10 and John Lee ’10 clinching the victory at the
end. The strongest team, consisting of Eric Kazangian ’11 and Kent Byun ’11, played
exceptionally well as they have consistently done over the season. The lone singles
victory came from Alex Wood ’11, who was the season-long anchor and the team’s
coveted #1 singles player. The team lost their final match against Webb, in which they
were missing Sutharshana. They are hopeful that this strong season will mark the
beginning of a new winning tradition.

Track and Field
Varsity. The Rebel track and field teams
enjoyed an exciting and successful season. Although the team was young, they
competed courageously and set a strong
foundation for next year.
An exceptional run by Dot Silverman ’10 was one of the highlights of the
season. Dot made it to the C.I.F. Southern
Section Finals in both the 1600 and 800
meters, and she set school records in both
the 1600 and the 3200 meters. Brooke
Elby ’11 won the 400 meters and the high
jump in League, setting a school record in
the high jump. Other League champions
included Stephanie Bathke ’12 in both the
100 and 200 meters, and Tyler Shum ’12 in
both the boys’ 100 and 200 meters. Coach
Kenny Fisher was proud of the outstanding
performances during the season and appreciated the hard work and dedication to
the program by both athletes and parents.
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replay

Volleyball
Boys’ Varsity. The boys’ Varsity volleyball
team had an exceptional season this year.
They finished second in Prep League
before moving on to the semifinals for the
second time in three seasons. The Rebels
had an impressive win-loss record of 20-6,
which was the most wins ever by a Prep
volleyball team. This feat was unexpected,
considering they lost several key players
in 2008. After making it to the Division V
semifinals, they lost to St. Margaret’s
Academy, the tournament’s number one
seeded team.
With 683 kills over the past two seasons, 178 digs, 52 aces, and a mean jumpserve, Gavin Thomson ’09 was a standout
player, who was named All-Prep League
first team for the second year in a row and
earned All-CIF Southern Section Division V
first-team honors. Of the six players named
All-area first team, four were from Prep:
Thomson, Edmund Chow ’10, Kenyatta
Smith ’11, and Stephen Morse ’09. JT
Treadwell ’09 was named to All-area second
team. Coach Sean Beattie’s tactics of giving
returning athletes new roles was important
to the success of the team. He was deservedly named Coach of the Year.

Prep Golf Tournament

Once again, the Jaguar XF from

Rusnak of Pasadena, adorned the annual Flintridge Golf Tournament held
at the La Cañada Country Club on May
4, but unfortunately no one drove it
home. Although the hole-in-one prize
remained out of reach, players enjoyed a full day in support of the John
Plumb ’64 Endowment Fund for faculty
enrichment programs. Beginning with
a BBQ lunch, the day unfolded with a
putting contest and shotgun start, and
then wound down with a steak dinner
and prizes. The first place foursome included Bill Fitzbush, Garrett Ohara ’84,
Jeff Crawford ’86, and Todd Walkett;
and alum John Brown ’81 won the putting contest.

Boys’ JV . A competitive season proved to
be rewarding for the boys’ JV volleyball
team. They finished the season with 7 wins
and 5 losses and reigned as the La Cañada
Tournament Champions. They walked away
with the trophy by beating the other teams
in straight matches (no losses).
Coach Chris Mendoza observed the
team put forth their best effort when
they were on the court. Being able to pull
together at pivotal points in the match
contributed to the team’s success. Michael
Ellis ’12 and Andy Davis ’10 received
tournament awards from the La Cañada
Tournament and Alex Bates ’11 was the
tournament’s Most Valuable Player. Davis
and Bates were also Co-Most Valuable
Players for the entire season.
— by Celeste McMillin

Alumni Profile
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Of Gratitude and Giving
Jim Notley ’88
Although busy as a father,
quickly growing girls, Jim is
husband, and businessman,
more aware of it now than
Jim Notley ’88 has never
ever. As admittance to the
taken much time away from
best schools feels increasingly
the Prep community. Gradurestricted, Jim’s commitment
ating in 1988, he returned
to educational access has
six years later to establish the
been unyielding. The estabNotley Scholarship Fund, prolishment of the Notley Founviding tuition assistance for
dation to provide need-based
students in need, and in 1999
tuition scholarships, marked
he joined the Board of Trustthe Notley’s dedication to
ees, completing his tenure in
the opportunity of education
2005. He is inspired by the
— one informed by a family
changes that have taken place
history of educational give
since his time as a student,
and take.
and feels that Flintridge Prep
According to Jim, “my
“has truly evolved under the
father, having no financial
Jim Notley ’88 with his mother, Gretchen and wife, Sherri as they were honored
direction of Peter Bachmann.”
resources, applied for a
at the Master’s Circle Dinner in 2007.
Through these multiple
scholarship all on his own,
lenses, Jim has witnessed the
and was awarded full tuition
throughout the country. However, Jim
school’s growth, and with his foundation
at Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital School in
stays closely tied to the Pasadena area,
ensures that a broader range of students
Bristol, England. As an adult, his experiliving in San Marino with his wife, Sherri,
have access to the extraordinary experience inspired him to start a fund for
and his two daughters, Ashlee (3) and
ences Prep provides.
education.” Jim notes that “the model of
Jamie (5). His mother, Gretchen Notley,
When asked about his experience
my father working to give back to a comalso lives in San Marino, and is deeply
as a student at Prep, Jim responded with
invested in the work of the Notley Founda- munity — to give back for things he had
a quick wry smile, “it was, and is, a fun
received” has made an important and lasttion and Flintridge Prep.
place.” The wry part of that smile might be
ing impression on him. Jim expands this
Beyond good leadership, smart
thanks to Bob Loughrie, who arrived Jim’s
cycle of giving through the Notley Foundateachers, and inspiring golf coaches, Jim is
junior year and retired from teaching histion that he and his mother, Gretchen,
particularly grateful for the friendships he
tory in 2008 but continues to coach golf.
have created. While providing for students
developed as a student. He is still closely
His obsessive love for the game was contaconnected to classmates Charles Ashton ’88, at Prep, the foundation also continues to
gious, and perhaps slightly mischievous, as
provide funding for students at Queen
Bob Stevenson ’88, and Frank Balle ’88.
Jim recalls, “Mr. Loughrie always figured
Elizabeth’s Hospital School in England.
In fact, Jim’s daughters are now in school
out a way to get us out of school early.”
Jim credits Prep as “very supportive of
with Frank’s children at Clairbourn in San
Getting as much time on the fairways and
funding individuals.” He feels the philoGabriel.
greens was the goal. Unfortunately Jim no
sophy of financial aid at Prep is that it not
As Jim looks ahead at the educational
longer has Mr. Loughrie finagling to get
only benefits the student funded, but it “also
roadmap he must chart for his daughters,
him extra playing time, but warmly traces
truly benefits the whole school.” Through
he is a bit daunted by the increasing
his love for the game back to Bob Loughtheir foundation, and devotion to the Prep
need for good schools for more children.
rie and playing for Prep.
community, the Notleys enact sustainJim understands the impact of where one
Shortly after graduating with a politiability. One generation doing what it can
grows into a young adult, acknowledging,
cal science degree from UC Santa Barbara, “I became who I am through my education to ensure the future of the next. The first
Jim started a job with PMG Real Estate.
Notley scholar graduated in 2000 and the
at Prep . . . it is where I really learned what
Becoming partner rather quickly, he
12th will arrive in 2010. Twelve lives have
it means to be a good person.”
eventually took over when the senior partbeen changed, enhanced, challenged, and
Anxiety about the competitiveness of
ner retired. Now called Beacon Property
prepared. Who knows which one of them
admissions and the rising cost of educaManagement, Inc., Jim’s company has
tion is not an uncommon feeling, especially will return and provide for the next?
grown to manage over 8,000 apartments
— Anne Wullschlager
in the Los Angeles area. As a father of two
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1949

Robin Baldwin is retired and
lives with his wife, Patty (Anokia
’49 grad) in Fresno. They have
four grown sons, four lovely
daughters-in-law, and six wonderful grandchildren. Robin is getting
over some minor surgery from
which he got a staff infection, laying him up for two months. He is
feeling much better now. They do
not have any trips planned due
to health reasons, but Patty stays
busy in her rose garden.

1950

60th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

1955

55th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

1956

Warren Fix and Ben Jackson hosted Jerry Garrett
for lunch at Big Canyon Country
Club in Newport Beach. Jerry was
visiting his family and receiving
a lifetime honor award from the
Tuna Club.

1958

On December 27, Dave Stuerwald and his wife, Carol, were
blessed with another grandchild
(see below). “She came early at
4.5 pounds but was so healthy
that she was sent home the next
day. She now is over 10 pounds
and is doing great at catching up
with all the checkpoints. Kyleigh
Sage Stuerwald is a special blessing for us because she is the only
grandchild we live close to. She
will be so spoiled!”

1958

1959 & 1960

50th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
October 9-10, 2009

1960

Prior to launching K2 Communications nearly 10 years ago, Bob
Kresser was agency principal
of one of the West Coast’s largest independent ad agencies,
Kresser/Craig. He sold the agency
to produce high quality television programming and eventually
brought this quality to the huge
screen. It is with this background
that he introduced the first
independent integrated production, distribution, and marketing “one stop shop” for Giant
Screen films. Bob is now CEO
of K2 Communications (www.
k2communications.com), which
operates as an IMAX® format
film studio, handling funding, production oversight, distribution,
and marketing for IMAX® format
theatrical releases. Two of his
three sons work in the business
with him. “I’ve been married for
41 years; have three married sons,
and four grandchildren. We have
three films currently in production, so it doesn’t look like I’ll be
retiring soon.”

1964

John McEntyre lives with his
wife, Marilyn, in Oakland. John
(pictured below) is volunteering
at a local church and taking jazz
piano lessons. “Marilyn continues
to write and will be teaching at
U.C. and Mills. My son Jordan
is getting married in August ’09
and works as a public defender
in New Orleans. My son Jared is
teaching high school biology
in Ventura, and was married
July 2008 to Mara from Guemes
Island, WA. Shona lives in L.A.
and, having worked for three
and a half years with Katz Clear
Channel, is seeking employment

1964

Listen up!
Here’s how IRA rollovers
are done.
If you are age 70 1/2 or older —
you can make a tax-free
charitable gift from your IRA
to Prep.
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 permits
taxpayers age 701/2+ to make direct distributions
from a traditional or Roth IRA to a non-profit
organization, such as Flintridge Prep, while excluding the distribution from their gross income. The
law was extended this past October and is in effect
through December 31, 2009. The maximum distribution allowed is $100,000 per taxpayer per year.
Please consider making a charitable IRA
rollover to Prep. Consult your tax advisor about
how a charitable gift from your IRA will impact
you. Your gift can make a difference to Flintridge
Prep and make a difference in your taxes!
For more information about a charitable
IRA rollover or other ways to help secure Prep’s
future, please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of
Development, at (818) 949-5524 or by email:
yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

1967

1965

45th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

After serving this past academic
year as the interim head men's
and women's swim coach at
Pomona-Pitzer Colleges, Bruce
Brown was appointed to the
full-time position. “Best regards
to the Prep family!”
Byron Coates emailed
to say, “Life in the Pacific NW
continues to agree with me. The
air is clean, the streams clear running, and the forest comes right
down to the waters edge. My
yacht delivery business is proving
to be a great retirement career.
Like everything else, business is
down with the economy but there
are still some jobs out there. I
brought a yacht back from La Paz,
Mexico to San Francisco this past
February. When I'm in town
I have a part time job ‘driving’

1965

n

in the music industry. We have
five grandsons in Sacramento.
Glad to hear from any Prep folk.
Still thankful for my great education at Prep.”

n

Interest rates keep going down.

world and sharing it with others.
“It is much easier to tell who the
real sharks and predators are!
The photo above is of a 3,000
pound, 14 foot long manta I took
on a night dive off of Kona. It was
feeding on plankton in front of
my strobes and gently brushing
my head as it passed over.”

1969

Charlie Adolphe has been
living in San Diego with his wife,
Barbara, for 30 years enjoying
ocean sports and time with his
family (pictured below). He is
a Director with Cushman and
Wakefield Commercial Real
Estate. He shares, “My wife is a
CPA, surfer, runner, belly-dancer.
Daughter Christine is at Cal State
University Long Beach and is an
aspiring model. Son Chaz is at
Miramar College, and is a future
sportscaster.”

Don’t let your income dwindle. . .
earn more with a charitable gift annuity
with Flintridge Prep!
A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the
rest of your life, offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and
also support Flintridge Prep. Gift annuities can be created
with cash, securities or real estate. Payment rates are
based on age. Below are a few examples of our guaranteed annual payment rates:
Rates for an Individual
	Two Lives – Joint and Survivor
				
Age
Rate
Younger
Older
Rate
65
5.3%
65
66-70
5.0%
68
5.5%
68
71-74
5.2%
70
5.7%
70
72-75
5.3%
73
6.0%
73
77-79
5.6%
75
6.3%
75
80-81
5.8%
78
6.7%
78
80-81
6.0%
80
7.1%
80
85-86
6.5%
83
7.7%
83
85-86
6.8%
85
8.1%
85
88
7.3%
88
9.8%
88
88
7.7%

For more information, please contact Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at (818) 949-5524
or by email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.
a party boat on the Seattle waterfront. It is fun! Folks are generally
in a happy mood and only
occasionally do I have to deal
with rowdy passengers!”

1967

Dan Clements and his wife,
Karen, have been enjoying a
good deal of international travel
— much of it associated with
underwater digital photography.
His book Critters, Creatures, and
Kelp was published in February.
Their next major trip will be in
October to the Musandam Reef
area in Oman on the Straits of
Hormutz. There they will conduct
a study to help determine the viability of establishing an underwater national marine park. Dan
still takes occasional corporate
financial consulting assignments,
but is really enjoying diving and
photographing our underwater

1969
Bill Monning is serving
his first term in the California
State Assembly and has been
appointed Chair of the Labor and
Employment Committee. He also
sits on Judiciary, Budget, Environment and Toxics, and the Joint
Legislative Audit Committees. Bill
describes his first five months as
“trial by fire” amidst the state’s
budget crisis and unprecedented economic recession. Bill’s
daughter Laura will be married in
September and recently passed
the California State Bar exam.
Daughter Alexandra is working in
San Francisco with a start-up IT
company and remains active as a
consultant for Indie Music bands.

1970

40th

reunion

1974

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

Jamie Casselman says “Hello,
hello to all!! Alive and well in
Texas!! Living in the heart of
Texas, Austin TX!! Live music,
BBQ, and some of the best wine
in the world. Would love to hear
from anyone, have hit up a few
of the class of ’74 thru facebook!
Wazzzzzzzzzzup!”
Ted Chester and his wife,
Karen, live in the Linda Vista area
of Pasadena. His oldest, Kristen
CHESTER ’03, “graduated from
Vanderbilt in 2007, and now works
for an auto marketing firm in Marina Del Rey. My son, Teddy, age

21, is a musician. He attended
Berklee College in Boston and
is now at LA Music Academy in
Pasadena. It’s pretty interesting
that he likes all the old music we
used to play in the senior room.
My youngest, Natalie ’12, is
a freshman at Prep. She has a
lot more homework than we
ever did. I am still practicing law
(mainly water rights law). Karen
remains active as a partner at
the law firm of Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher. I understand that some
of my classmates use Facebook.
I signed up recently and I hope
others will do so as well as a
means of keeping in touch.”
John Lodwick has remained in contact with Marc
Reeder since Prep — “mostly
noticing how the aging process

23
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Six of the thirteen members of

1954

the Class of ’54 met at Earle
Jorgensen’s Ranch in late June
to celebrate their 55th Reunion.
They all had a nice relaxing
weekend, picking up from where
they left off the last time they
met, which was for their 50th
Reunion. Those who attended
were (l-r) Norm Bassett, Bob
Carpenter, Tom Martin, Pete
Adams, Jim Miller, and Earle
Jorgensen. They are all looking

forward to the next time they
get together.

works. My wife, Alice, and I have
two sons in college, ages 21 and
19. I have gone semi-retired after
30 years as a Certified Financial
Planner for a firm in Tustin and
am now enjoying being a charter
boat captain out of Dana Point
Harbor. If anyone wants a freebie
sailing adventure, let me know
(any reason is a good reason to
be out on the water).”
Dik McLellan moved to
Taiwan 25 years ago and decided
to stay. He has been married for
20 years and has two sons. He
has worked in various technology
companies in international marketing and as product manager.
For a couple of years he ran a
restaurant, but found that the
food business is a tough business
in any country, so he returned to
technology.
Jim Thompsen shared,
“It was awesome to exchange
emails with a lot of the class of
'74 (I'm at thompsen@ymail.com).
We caught up on the past 35
years. My short story is I still work
as a chemist with ConocoPhillips
in R&D. I'm still married to Carol
and we have two daughters,

55th Reunion

Rebekah and Rachel, who are
close to finishing college and
high school, respectively. I still
drive a pickup. I just started
to golf and bowl so some day
when I retire I won't go crazy!”

1975

35th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

Bob Keilholtz retired last year
from the fire department after
working there for 30 years. “I am
now spending most of my time
flying my helicopter with my wife
and our yellow and black labs.
Retirement is a good thing!”

1978

Bruce Caulk is directing a
feature film at Universal this summer. The film, tentatively titled
Restoration, is a white collar crime
drama based on the life of Barry
Minkow, who committed financial
fraud in the 80’s through his carpet cleaning company ZZZZ Best,
Inc. He served seven years of hard
time and came out a pastor who
now works undercover with the
feds. His redemptive efforts have

recovered over 1.5 billion dollars
in victims’ losses. Look for it to be
released in the summer of 2010.
Robert Parker, who has
been providing music for Prep
commencements since 1973, is
now providing music for commencement at his other alma
mater, Yale University. Robert was
the initial recipient of the Yale
Band’s Robert Flanagan Commissioning Endowment, and the
work he created (titled “Sicut
Incipiat,” Latin for “Thus, let it
begin”) now accompanies the
University’s commencement processional. Robert also provided
music for Pomona College this
year, orchestrating the college’s
fall musical (which also featured
behind-the-scenes “theater tech”
contributions from another prep
alum, Evan Hemsley ’08). And
earlier this spring, three of his
brass-and-organ compositions,
one of which was heard during
the recessional at this year’s Prep
commencement at the Pasadena
Civic, were accepted for publication by GIA, a major national
publisher of sacred music.

1979

Michael Ferris has co-written
two motion pictures that open
later this year — Terminator Salvation with Christian Bale in May,
and Surrogates with Bruce Willis
in September. He is presently
living in Beverly Hills with his wife,
Jennifer, who works as a therapist,
and their three children.
Greg Mann and his wife,
Sloane, provide creative direction,
marketing strategy, and graphic
design for clients in The Entertainment Industry and in Silicon
Valley. “We've had our own studio
for the past 16 years. My wife and
I are 7/8 of the way done building
our own house—much of which
we designed. It's taken about
five years so far, but we've done
everything from designing and
building cabinetry, to doing all
of the electrical, plumbing, tiling,
and flooring ourselves. When
we're not doing either of those
two things, we collect and drink
wine.”

1980

30th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010
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1982

Ron Burr and his wife, Trish
Anderson Burr ’83, are
living in Agoura, CA with their
two boys, Greg, 13 and Garrett,
10. Greg and Garrett attend
Viewpoint School in Calabasas.
Trish spends time caring for her
horses and doing charity work,
and Ron is currently Executive
Vice President of Technology at
LRN Corporation. Trisha’s sister,
Avery Anderson Wilson,
now lives in Colorado Springs,
CO with her husband Jeff, where
she works for Kaiser Permanente.
Her son, Eric, is attending the Air
Force Academy and her daughter,
Natalie, is graduating high school
this May.

Mexico City with their children,
Diego and Joaquin, age four,
Isabel, age seven, and Rodrigo,
Jr., age nine. “I hope to reconnect
with some of my old friends. I am
on Facebook under my maiden
name- Julia Schreiner and would
love to hear from you!”
Art Kawaguchi (pictured
below) is still racing!

1985

Susie Kwon Kim’s twin
boys, Ryan and Eric, will be attending Prep in the fall of 2009!
They will be in the class of 2013.
“We are all excited!”
Nicky Liem McClintock
visited Phoenix, where her best
friend, Amy Ning Rimkus and
her new baby Ethan live. Nicky
and Amy were both looking forward to the reunion.
Susan Knoeppel Myers
and her mom Janet celebrate
continent #7 — Antarctica on
January 2, 2008! (See below.)

1989

1983

Trish Anderson Burr and
her husband, Ron Burr ’82, live
in Agoura, CA. See note under
1982.
Lee Walmsley is enjoying life
in Santa Barbara. He was recently
a speaker at the Santa Barbara’s
Tea Fire Forum, giving advice on
using landscape to thwart wildfire.
He is a council member of the US
Green Building Council (USGBC)
and recently completed a LEED
Platinum rated building (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) thru the USGBC’s
rating system. The Santa Barbara
building is home to an Investment company founded by Paul
Orfalea (founder of Kinko’s), and
is one of the most energy and
water efficient buildings in the
state. Lee is also a LEED trainer
for professionals working toward
accreditation. His current projects
are the new healing gardens at
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa, courtyards
at Cal State University Channel
Islands, and numerous estates.

1984

Dave Afinowicz “hopes all
is well!”

1985

25th

reunion

Julie Schreiner RamosCardenas and her husband,
Rodrigo, will be moving back
to California this summer from

1992

Danielle Barr Perrigue
and her husband, Matthew, are
pleased to announce the birth of
their son, Mason William Perrigue
(pictured below). Mason was born
on October 15, 2008. “He is keeping us busy but we are so smitten
with him.”

1992

1988

Nick Shectman started a new
job May 11 — “I'm employee
number five at a startup called
VoltDB, doing high-performance
database design. The commute is
16 miles each way and so far I've
biked here almost every day.”

1989

Adam Aberman returned to
Los Angeles four years ago after
living on the East Coast for the
better part of 15 years, where
he started two companies in
New York City (non-profit www.
icouldbe.org and for-profit). He
is currently working and consulting for non-profits. Outside of
work, Adam enjoys spending
time with his lovely wife, Karlene,
his fantastic daughter, Phoenix
(almost three), his newborn son,
King, (below) and his meaty dog,
Sausage, as well as doing yard
work and oil painting at his home
in the West Adams district of Los
Angeles.

1989
SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

Michael. He was born on May
8th and weighed seven pounds,
five ounces. His two older sisters,
Caitlin and Annika, are also very
happy to meet their new little
brother!
In March, Matt Bogaard
retired from 14 years of police
work and took a job with Dreamworks Animation in Glendale as
Director of Corporate Security.

Karin Berger Stellar
became Partner at Morris &
Berger, an executive search firm
specializing in nonprofit search,
about two years ago. Sean and
Karin will be celebrating their
9th anniversary in May. Karin’s
two daughters, Sofia and Emma,
attend Chandler and are in 2nd
grade and Kindergarten, and
Emma’s classmates include the
daughters of Garrett Calhoun
and Amy Wier Hotmer, both
class of ’89.

1990

20th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

John Wallace and his wife,
Helene, are proud to welcome
home the newest addition (see
below) to their family, William

1990

In May, Jennifer Rubardt
Barberie and Erica Toffel
Phail (pictured below) ran into
each other at an event for the
USC/Norris Comprehensive Research Center, which was hosted
by Erica’s parents, Paul and
Beverly Toffel, at their home in La
Cañada. The two had attended
various reunions since graduation, but quickly realized that they
hadn’t actually seen each other
since 1992!

1992

26
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Prep Alumni
Celebrate
Reunion Day!

1948
1949

On a beautiful spring day in April,
alumni from classes 1948, 1949,
1964, 1969, 1979, 1984, 1989,
and 1994 gathered on campus to
celebrate their reunions. During
the reception, alums were treated
to entertainment from a string
band made up of current students
and led by faculty member Jon
Murray. Classes 1948 and 1949,
celebrating their 60th Reunion,
marveled at the dramatic changes

1969

on campus since they graduated
from the school. Celebrating their
20th reunion, the class of 1989
revisted their "Nefarious Senior
Predictions" with the help of John
Lindsey, reprising his role of Junior
Parent Dinner MC. The enthusiasm amongst each class was contagious as they all had a genuine
interest in catching up with one
another. Many thanks to all who
volunteered their help with the
event.

1979
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1984

Photos by Nick Boswell

1994

1989

Reunion Day 2009
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1993

Last year, Natasha Neumann
was selected as the top teacher
at Longden Elementary School,
where she is the fifth grade bilingual Spanish teacher and serves
as the liaison between the school
and the larger Spanish-speaking
community. In addition to this
honor, Natasha was selected as
the Temple City Unified School
District Teacher of the Year for her
outstanding service to students
and staff. She was recognized
at a countywide recognition
luncheon and awards ceremony
last September.

1994

Announcing the Flintridge Prep
online community and mentorship forum!

my.FlintridgePrep.org

Caskey Dickson has recently taken a job as a Computer
Programmer for Symantec. His
most recent project is Norton
Online Family. There are now four
children in their family: Lainy Ann,
age six, Connor, age four, William,
age two, and Alexander, nine
months. Caskey and Leslie are
enjoying living in La Crescenta
and raising children in their
hometown. (See below.)

1994

1997

Flintridge Prep has always been about close relationships. We hope our online community will help
continue these relationships and offer a place
where new ones can begin. Use my.flintridgeprep.
org to connect with alums, seek mentorship in a
field of interest, or join a local alumni group.
A unique entry code, provided to you via email or
mail, is required to initially sign into the community. If you did not receive your code, please contact
the Office of Alumni Relations at 818.949.5526.
For more information about the features and
benefits of this community, please see the inside
cover of this magazine.

1995

15th

reunion

1996

nally return home to Los Angeles
for a brief respite in mid-November before their headlining show
at the Walt Disney Concert Hall
accompanied by the Los Angeles
Philharmonic on December 4.
New videos have been shot and
can be viewed on their website.
Ben Wullschlager and
his wife, Blair (see below), are
living in Denver, Colorado. Ben is
a project manager for W.E. O’Neil
and Blair works for Morgan Stanley Smith Barney as a financial
advisor. Recently taking up road
biking, Ben just completed the
MS 150, riding from Denver to
Fort Collins and back. This July
they returned to Pasadena to visit
family and friends.

SAVE THE DATE
April 24, 2010

Erika Brenner recently graduated from the Chapman School
of Law and will be taking the bar
exam this summer.
	Steven Chen is now on tour
for the next four months with his
band The Airborne Toxic Event.
Korea, Slovakia, Australia, and
Germany are some of the places
where they will be performing.
Traveling to a new country almost
every two to three days, they fi-

Kristina Badalian married
James Cowden in St. Michaels,
Maryland on June 27, 2009. Her
sister, Anna ’08, her brother
SARO ’02, and Prep alums Irene
Tollinger DRATVER '96 and
Maureen Holland were in
the bridal party. Other Prep alums
Bernie Nazari and Damien
Schultz were also in attendance.
Royal Forcell emailed
to say, “It's hard to believe it has
been so long since high school.
I just got back from a cruise to
Mexico. I had a great trip and
plan on going again later this
summer. After weathering the
residential mortgage storm, my
company Open Equity Corp now
has a commercial real estate
lending division, RJFFunding, that
specializes in bridge financing.
This has been doing very well.
Hope all is well. I can be reached
at rjffunding@gmail.com.”
Corinne Tang Taylor and
her husband, Daniel, are pleased
to announce that they will be
adding to their family — baby
number two will be due around
December 30!

29

Bryan Denton (pictured
below) is a photojournalist, and
has been based in Beirut for
the last two and a half years.
He has been a contributing
photographer for the New York
Times since 2005, and he focuses
primarily on covering conflict and
social issues. His work has also
appeared in TIME Magazine,
Newsweek, The Times of London,
and Le Figaro among others. “I
hope everyone at Prep is well!”

2001
2000 & 2002

1998

Flora Pappas moved to Phoenix last November and is living in
Ahwatukee. “It was already 104
degrees here in May and we are
getting ready for the scary hot
summer!”

1999

10th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
December 27, 2009

AmIE S graduated from
USC with a MBA on May 15 and
started working at Amgen in
Thousand Oaks as a Human
Capital Manager. “My health has
been holding up relatively well —
I was in the hospital with a Cystic
Fibrosis exacerbation in January,
and I dealt with a subsequent
Deep Vein Thrombosis in
February from the IV line. But
I've been staying out of trouble
since then. : )”

2000

Alex Swope graduated in May
from Western University of Health
Sciences College of Veterinary
Medicine with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree. She will
be staying in Southern California
for an internship in small animal
medicine and applying for a
residency in small animal clinical
oncology this winter.
Sam Tyre graduated from
Loyola Law School May 17, the
same day that his brother, Tony
’02 graduated from Southwestern
Law School. Dad and Mom had to
split up to attend separate graduation ceremonies. Both Sam and
Tony will be spending the sum-

of Art University in San Francisco
with a BFA Degree in Motion
Picture and Television. “I am currently working in several fields.
I am the sound engineer for a
national internet radio talk show
called ‘The X-Connection’ on
Kyou.com every Sunday night at
8 PM Pacific. I am also the Food
and Beverage correspondent for
VidSF.com. They are an internet
news site that concentrates on
hyper-local stories for San Francisco residents. I will have several
stories up soon, and I am the on
camera reporter for them.” (See
below.)

mer preparing for the California
Bar Exam, and Sam plans on
joining his uncle’s law firm as a
criminal defense attorney. (See
above.)

2001

Chris Cole and Dave Poehler traveled to New Orleans in
April to attend the 40th Annual
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival. While there, they met
up with Kurt Hofer ’04, who
is currently a graduate student
at Tulane. “We had a great time
sampling the local music and
cuisine.” (See below, l-r, Dave
Poehler, Chris Cole, and Kurt
Hofer.)

2001

2002
	In October, Kelly Patchett
will be marrying her college
sweetheart, Tony, in Sacramento.
Tony is starting a career as a
Judge Advocate in the Army JAG
Corps, and Kelly is going back to
school to get her nursing degree.
Their dog, cat, and horse will all
pack up and move to Fort Mead,
Maryland after the wedding.

2002

Joseph Lee and Eric Chen
recently attended the graduation ceremony for April Ho ’03.
(Please see picture under 2003.)
Adam Mansfield graduated in May from the Academy

Tony Tyre recently graduated from Southwestern Law
School the same day that his
brother, Sam ’00 graduated from
Loyola Law School. Tony will be
spending his summer preparing
for the California Bar Exam and is
planning on pursuing a career in
Estate and Trust Planning and
Administration. (See picture top
left.)

2003

It’s easy.

donate online
supportprep.flintridgeprep.org
Prep now accepts American Express and Discover,
as well as MasterCard and Visa.

Chris Corradini (below)
shares, “Prep is still a big part
of my life. I am lucky enough to
still be in contact with all of my
high school friends. We may not

2003
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Class of 1999

10-year reunion
& Class of 2004

5-year reunion
Sunday, December 27, 2009
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Flintridge Preparatory School

UPCOMING ALUMNI ACTIVITIES

To help organize your class reunion,
contact Jacqueline Epley, Director
of Alumni Relations, at jepley@
flintridgeprep.org or 818-949-5526.

Classes of
1959 and 1960

ALL-ALUMNI

Classes of 2005–2008

Parents of Alumni
50th Reunion Reception

HOLIDAY PARTY
sunday, December 27, 2009
8:00 p.m. – midnight
Location TBD
All class years are welcome.

OCTOBER 9 & 10, 2009
Location TBD

Thursday, October 29, 2009
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Flintridge Preparatory School

Class of 2009

Parents of Alumni
Reception

ALUMNI IN COLLEGE

HOMECOMING

Alumni
Sports Day

Visit Prep at

Friday, December 18, 2009
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. at the Prep
Athletic Facilities

alumni.
flintridgeprep.org

Thursday, October 22, 2009
6:00–7:30 p.m.
Flintridge Preparatory School

Saturday, October 24, 2009
Alumni Tailgate Party followed by
7:00 p.m. Varsity Football vs. Poly
at La Cañada High School

Thanksgiving
Open House

Wednesday, November 25, 2009
9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Flintridge Preparatory School
Jorgensen Living Room and Patio

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or by phone, 818.949.5526.
You may also use the online Alumni Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline Epley,
Director of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 4543 Crown Avenue,
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406. Email digital images (JPEG or TIF file
format, 300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni
Relations. News and photos may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages,
depending on image quality and space availability.

Prep

Reunion Day
SATURDAY, APRiL 24, 2010
Classes of ’50, ’55, ’65, ’70, ’75, ’80,
’85, ’90, and ’95
If you would like to help organize
your class reunion, please contact
Jacqueline Epley, Director of Alumni
Relations, at jepley@flintridgeprep.org
or 818-949-5526

www.flintridgeprep.org
Alumni Homepage

Check out the alumni webpages for
alumni news and profiles, photographs,
and a calendar of events. Pictures
from past events can be viewed on
our Alumni Gallery page (click Alumni
> Photo Gallery), or on our Facebook
page, alumni.flintridgeprep.org/facebook.

31

see each other all of the time,
because of where we are living,
but whether it is a phone call or
planning a weekend trip somewhere, we all stay in touch. Just
three days prior to the Orange
County Alumni Reception, seven
of us that were all in town met
up and went out for the evening.
The scary thing is, nothing has
changed. That can be analyzed
in many different ways, but to
me it is simply comfort and it is
something that I have learned
not to take for granted. After
graduating in 2007 from USC I
went abroad for five weeks with
Seth Horwitz and a couple
of fraternity brothers visiting 12
countries in Europe and living on
trains. Once we had gotten out
and seen the world, it was time to
settle down and I have done that
by working as a project manager
and estimator for our family construction company. We do commercial flooring and specialize
in Terrazzo, working on projects
across the country for sports
arenas, casinos, and hospitals to
name a few. It is great to have
found something that I truly love
doing, because everyday I learn
something new and not one day
is ever the same. I am currently
living in Newport Beach right
near Armen Aghajani, so if
anyone is ever in the area, you
are more than welcome to look
me up. I look forward to the next
reunion. Thank you for putting
them on.”
April Ho (pictured below)
recently graduated with her JD
from Loyola Law School, with first
honors in criminal procedure.
While at Loyola, she served on
the Entertainment Law Review. In
September, she will be pursuing
her legal career in Hong Kong.
Classmates Kathy Rhee, Alex
Chao, and Jamie Henricks
attended April’s graduation

ceremony along with other Prep
alums Joseph Lee ’02, and
Eric Chen ’02.
	Starting next fall, Zach
Newman will be attending UC
Berkeley's graduate program for
Molecular and Cellular Biology.
	After a year hiatus from
academia, Joanna Tice will
be starting a PhD program in
Political Science (focusing on
political theory, immigration and
environmental policy) at the City
University of New York Graduate
Center. “After presenting articles
at two academic conferences last
year (one in New Jersey and one
in Melbourne, Australia) I decided to buckle down and apply to
grad school. I'm blown away that
CUNY has awarded me five years
of funding, so I can get started
right away and afford to eat too!
In preparation for plastering
my nose to the grindstone, I've
planned a summer of fun reading, hiking, and relaxation to be
spent in Connecticut and Alaska.
Currently living in Harlem, I've
become a complete bike snob
— my year-round bike commute
to work can be chilly in January,
but in May the Hudson is beautiful at 8 am. If Prep folk are ever in
or around NYC, you always have
a couch at my place!”

2004

5th

reunion

Maral Beyzaei graduated
from Villanova University in May
with a BA in Psychology. She
has decided to take a year off
to work before attending law
school in the fall of 2010. She
will be living in New Orleans

certain I want to be a pilot. Then
I will be working basic training
at the Academy for the class of
2013 getting them ready to be
accepted into the cadet wing.
Things are going really well here,
I'm learning a lot and working
hard. ”
	After finishing two successful
years at Duke, Bill Barlow
has taken two years off to serve
a mission in Stockholm Sweden
for the LDS church. He is learning
Swedish at the Mission Training
Center in Provo, Utah and will be
leaving for Sweden July 13. He
will then return to Duke to finish
his studies.

2007

Katie Barber (pictured below)
just finished up her sophomore
year at the Air Force Academy.
Her sister, Krissy Barber ’08,
joined the Academy this year
also. “It's been amazing sharing
this experience with her. Here is a
picture of me flying a glider over
the Academy in a flight program
called soaring. This summer I
will be stationed at Tyndall Air
Force base in Florida, where I will
follow officers around and try to
learn what makes a good officer
and what job I want to do in the
Air Force, although I'm fairly

Kurt Hofer is attending graduate school at Tulane University
in New Orleans. He recently ran
into Chris Cole ’01 and Dave
Poehler ’01 who were there
for the 40th Annual New Orleans
Jazz and Heritage Festival. (See
picture from 2001.)
Ben Teitelbaum recently
returned from Barcelona, Spain
and is heading back to summer
camp for the 18th year, now as
Athletic Director.

2005

2003

SAVE THE DATE
December 27, 2009

where she will be working with
the Gulf Restoration Network, an
environmental advocacy group, in
the effort to protect deteriorating
wetlands (a.k.a natural hurricane
protection) of the gulf coast.
She wishes everyone at Prep the
best and is keeping Mr. Fry in her
thoughts and prayers.
	University of Chicago senior
first baseman, Scott Hofer,
was named University Athletic
Association Athlete of the week
for his excellent batting average
of .417 and twelve RBI’s. This is
the second time he has been
awarded this honor.
Lauren Vernon completed her BA in English with Honors
from UC Santa Barbara, and will
be attending the University of
Sydney in Australia to pursue a
MA in Media Practice.

2008

Katie Barber ’07 shares that
her sister, Krissy is doing Combat Survival Training this summer,
where she has to learn to live in
the woods and survive off what
she can catch. It's a three-week
capture evasion course. Most
people lose about 20 pounds,
because you obviously eat very
little. The course also includes
resistance training, simulating
capture, and preparing you to
be both mentally and physically strong. The picture is of the
Barber sisters in blues from the
acceptance parade after Krissy
finished her basic training. The
basics have earned their shoulder
boards. Upperclassmen put on
their shoulder boards then salute
them, thereby symbolizing their
acceptance into the cadet wing.
(See sisters above.)

In Memoriam
JULIA E Scotton, mother of Prep alum T.C. Scotton ’04,
passed away April 21. Her service was held at 1st AME Church
in Pasadena. She is survived by her loving husband, Dr. Thomas
Scotton, and her children Charys, T.C., and Zachary. She will be
missed by many friends and family.
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i nclude prep i n your es tat e p l a n

Become a founding member
of the Lowery Society!
Flintridge Preparatory School established the
Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize
individuals who remember the school in their estate
plans or through other deferred giving arrangements.
Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy and
commitment to excellence and student development.
Individuals who take the step to include Flintridge Prep
in their estate plans will be honored as members of the
Lowery Society.
To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep,
please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
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