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“Climb the mountains...
the winds will blow their own
freshness into you, and the
storms their energy.”
John Muir

Calendar
FEBRUARy

April

ThuRs, February 10

Mon, April 04

Junior College Night,
Norris Auditorium
Tues, February 15

Caltech/JPL Day

ThuRS–Sat, February 17–19

Staged Reading Expo,
Miller Theater

Classes resume
4th Quarter begins
Thurs, Apr 7–9

Spring Play, Miller Theater
Fri, April 15

Junior and Senior Prom
Wed, April 20

Mon, February 21

Presidents’ Day Holiday

Spring Music Concert,
Norris Auditorium

Thurs, February 24

Fri, April 22

Alumni Reception in
Washington, DC

MARCH
Thurs–Fri, March 3–4

Prep Science Fair

“It’s not about how much you give.
It’s about being part of something special.”

Tues and Thurs,
March 8 and 10

Receptions for admitted
students

Your Annual Fund gift connects you with the ongoing life of the school,
and ensures that Flintridge Prep will continue to prepare
students for full, productive lives in college and beyond.

Good Friday (School Closed)
Thurs–Sat, April 28–30

Senior Play, Miller Theater
Thurs, April 28

Parents of Alumni Reception
for Classes 1991–2002

Mon, May 2

Golf Tournament

Spring Musical: The King
And I, Norris Auditorium

Wed, May 11

Mon, March 14

sat, may 14

No classes: faculty in-service

Masters Circle Dinner
Reunion Day

Tues, March 15

LA Day

SAT, March 19

BOLLYWOOD FEVER is spreading

Guests will enjoy a live and silent
auction, dinner, dancing, and
entertainment. Mohan and Geeta
Chandramohan will be honored with
the PREP Award (Parents Recognizing
Excellent Parents). Proceeds from
the Benefit will support the visual
and performing arts programs and
equipment. (See article, page 10.)

“Prep Goes Bollywood” Benefit
Globe Theatre, Universal
Studios
Fri, March 25

Join us at the “Prep Goes Bollywood” benefit
Saturday, March 19, 2011
Globe Theatre, Universal Studios

End of 3rd Quarter
Spring break begins

If you’re not a current family member and you would like an invitation,
please contact Lauri Wax or Sandy
Law. To place an ad in the Benefit
program, view the silent auction, or
donate a silent auction item, visit
2011benefit.flintridgeprep.org.
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From the Headmaster
Trees, Roots, and Deeds
Through the years, I’ve welcomed back to campus graduates from each of Flintridge
Prep’s eight decades. Anyone who has been gone for more than three years is
overwhelmed by the Ahmanson Plaza and Chandramohan Library. Those who
graduated prior to 1985 had no Norris Auditorium in their lives, and the alums from
before 1975 are looking for the old Administration building on Foothill and Crown.
Students from the earliest decades find a campus that has moved the academic
center from the lower to the upper campus. Nevertheless, they know they are home
as soon as they fix upon the familiar and reassuring constants that predate the
school’s founding: mountains and trees.
The trees are so vital to this campus that they have rightfully been the tails that have
wagged the architectural dog. Norris remains surrounded by pines and oaks. The
bridge to the Randall Building was designed to preserve an ancient oak. The steps in
Ahmanson Plaza, while dramatic and attractive, stem purely from an effort to resolve
elevation variables while protecting the expansive roots of signature pines.
The mountains are key to the school’s identity, daily reminding us of our location
at the edge of abiding nature as our backdrop, looking south to the cosmopolitan
twenty-first century. They are not an unmixed blessing to be sure, but Station Fires
and mudslides remind us of the fragility and preciousness of our lives. They frame the
school’s balance between forest and city, past and present, calm retreat and
restless energy.
Our latest addition of greenery is the Detoy Deodar in the heart of Ahmanson Plaza,
by which we all pass daily. Chuck Detoy ’42—alumnus, parent, grandparent, Board
Chair, mentor—passed away in 2005, but his legacy flourishes. Last month, the
students decorated the deodar for the holidays, and sometimes, they bring snow
from the mountains to place beneath it. The trees, the mountains, and the influence
of good people; some things at Flintridge Preparatory School never change.
Peter Bachmann
Headmaster

Postcards
from the
San Gabriels
Minds to match
our mountains

Graduate school took me to a flat,
foreign landscape when I was 23 years
old and for the better part of a decade,
my landscape was unobstructed by
mountains. Of course, there were practical problems raised by the facts of my
geography. My mother, herself a native
of the San Gabriel Valley, had taught me
as a child that I could always figure out
which way was north by looking at the
mountains.
	In Iowa, I had to find a different solution. To make my way around campus,
I devised a system based entirely upon
the proximity of a building to the Iowa
River. It worked well enough, but I never
really figured out which way was north.
Through my years in Iowa, and later in
Indiana, I always knew I was really home
when the plane descended through the
clouds and I saw light and mountains.

I had taken those mountains for granted
in my childhood. Now, I realize that
my mother taught me to make the San
Gabriel Mountains both a literal and a
metaphorical compass. Eventually, that
compass brought me home for good.
We’re pretty lucky where we are
at the corner of Foothill and Crown.
There’s a mountain road literally around
the corner. At the right moments, a
group of horseback riders is making
its way through Arroyo Seco Park.
Almost every window on the Prep
campus has a view of something green
and alive. Home games, JPD, and
reunions are attended by loyal fans
under a stunning vista.
When I consider life at Prep, I don’t
always think of the mountains. I think of
the students and teachers I knew then
and those who are here now, of the wit

Detoy Deodar, December 2010
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and grace with which people attack
problems and learn new things. I think
of my friends, my teachers, the things
I learned, and sometimes I even think
of the things I wish I had learned. But
I am aware of our clock tower, and
of the San Gabriels in the distance.
There’s something etched into
the DNA of the school that identifies
us physically and viscerally with these
unique surroundings. Those mountains
and that clock tower are for me, as
they are for many of you, enduring and
comforting images of the Flintridge
Prep experience. That’s why, when the
school underwent an effort to refresh
its publications, website, and logo, the
clock tower and San Gabriel Mountains remained integral to the design.
And that’s why this issue of PrepTalk
features stories of how this particular
place, nestled in the foothills of the San
Gabriel Mountains, has shaped us all.
Flintridge Prep is rich with stories.
Share yours with us and read additional
stories at preptalk.flintridgeprep.org.
Nicole Haims Trevor ’91
Director of Communications

Trailblazing
FOLLOWING THE PATH TO SUSTAINABILITY

In high school, John Onderdonk ’94 loaded up a
van most weekends with mountain bikes and Prep

classmates. Pat Martin, Brian Crumrine, Molly Cobleigh,
Brian Melinat, Chris McClure, Fritz Bottger, and Ben

Wullschlager ’96 loved to go on long rides, enjoying the San
Gabriel wilderness, the athletic challenge, and camaraderie. “People may not
appreciate what the backcountry of the San Gabriels is,” says John. “You can
really get lost there, in a good way. It was very appealing to us, the idea that we
could escape and spread our wings, but still be close to home.”

Brian Crumrine ’94, Rob Banning ’81,
Brian Melinat ’94, John Onderdonk ’94,
and Pat Martin ’94.
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Trail maps were supplied by soccer
coach Mr. Rob Banning ’81, who encouraged off-season biking to keep his players in condition. They steamed up and
down Brown Mountain, Red Box, Switzer,
and Mt. Lukins, and entered races as
a team at Big Bear and Snow Summit.
There were memorable adventures, like
encountering armed guards at a remote
marijuana field. The friends once ranged
so far off the trail that they barely made
it home by midnight.
Mostly, reports John, “It was great
to be outdoors with friends.” Ski trips to
Utah with faculty members Mr. Banning,
Mr. Glen Beattie, and Mr. Rob McLinn,
as well running up Crown Avenue on
the cross country team in the company

of the euphemism-spouting Mr. Mike
Mullins, kept John outdoors with friends
all year long during his years at Prep.
	In college, John blazed a trail at
the University of Oregon, following
“a gut feeling that there would be a way
to understand both the economic and
ecological sides of the argument” that
had yet to be labeled sustainability.
He double-majored in environmental
science and economics there, and
earned a Masters from UCSB in corporate environmental management.
Fellow riders are also pursuing
environmental careers, like Molly
Cobleigh Gildea, who is working on a
PhD in aquatic science in upstate New
York, and Brian Crumrine, program
manager for industrial energy efficiency
at Cascade Energy Engineering. Pat
Martin graduated from the USC School
of Architecture and is a LEED-certified
architect in Los Angeles; Brian Melinat,
who graduated from the McCombs
School of Business at the University
of Texas, works for Dell on product
recycling and product take-back.
John is now Caltech’s Manager
of Sustainable Programs. His job is to
reduce environmental impacts across
the board: energy, water, and waste. He
oversees projects like installing photovoltaic panels or helping architects build
green. He works with students, faculty,
and staff on simple behavioral changes,
like recycling and using water bottles.
“I don’t have to explain how carbon
dioxide acts as a greenhouse gas, or
convince them about global warming,”
John says. He also helps to develop
corporate partners for cutting-edge,
environmentally related Caltech programs like a new joint center for artificial
photosynthesis and the Resnick Institute
for Sustainable Energy.
“I call it the MacGyver job,” says
John. His charge is to dramatically
reduce the carbon footprint of Caltech,
with its high-tech labs and concomitant
high energy needs. “I’m really flying by
the seat of my pants,” he says. “There’s
no road map for sustainability—you just
bushwack it and make your own trail.”

Biomic Man: Joe Maggio
Biology students embrace living and
learning in the chaparral
“Last year I got a request to teach the sophomores more about the biome
we live in: the chaparral,” says biology teacher Mr. Joe Maggio. He decided to
let his students do the teaching—after all, they all have experiences living in or
near the foothills, and they all had insights to share with one another. But he
needed a framework, a baseline of understanding for the unit.
Mr. Maggio assigned his students to read a chapter from John McPhee’s
The Control of Nature. Breaking into small groups, students collaborated on
presentations about geology, flora, fire, rain, and debris flow. Each group
included actual accounts of living in the chaparral.
Jasper Ryden ’12 was part of a three-student team examining wildfires.
He says a lot of his friends in Sierra Madre have had to evacuate during fires
and floods, “and we came pretty close, too.” But living with the dangers of the
chaparral “is honestly something that just doesn’t really hit me as hard anymore
because it happens so often.
“The presentations gave me a lot of perspective on the measures that
people have taken to make sure that the fires don’t spread into populated
areas. It’s something that I’d always taken for granted, but it was interesting
when I realized just how ridiculous it is that the second most heavily populated
city in the US was settled in such a hazardous environment. The steps people
take in order to beat back nature are amazing.”
That breadth of understanding—putting everyday knowledge and experience into a scientific context—was just what Mr. Maggio was after. “The topic
was particularly relevant in light of the Station Fire, which we had experienced
just before the start of school, and the heavy rainfall we’ve had since. As
McPhee says, ’Chaparral consumes fire no less than fire consumes chaparral.’
Students came to understand what this actually means: chaparral plants
require fire in order to reproduce. The consequences of living in this scenically
beautiful, but potentially dangerous, biome, were brought home—pun
intended—to them.”

Jack Purvis ’12 captured the essence of landscape using a Holga camera to
double expose 35mm film for a project in Advanced Photo with Mr. Tim Bradley.
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Girls’ Cross Country

Heading for the heights
Girls’ cross country team captain Joni
Chow ’11 says in an understatement,
“La Cañada has a lot of hills.” She
confesses, “My favorite run is Crown
Avenue, from Prep up to the golf
course. Yeah, it’s physically draining,
but it helps me become stronger,
especially mentally.”
	It was both mental and physical
strength that allowed this extremely
young group to place tenth at the CIF
State Cross Country Championships
in Fresno this fall. Five of the seven
runners were freshmen, and four had
never run distances before. “It was the
ultimate validation,” says Ms. Jillian
Riehl, who co-coaches the team with
Mr. Michael Roffina. “We saw that
what we are doing with workouts and
practices is working, for this season
and beyond.”
	Now in her third year at Prep,
teaching AP Statistics and Algebra 2,
Ms. Riehl brings a mathematician’s
precision to coaching. She also brings
fortitude: a soccer player in high
school, she took up running when a
college injury forced her out of the
game (though she still coaches Prep’s
girls’ JV soccer team). She’s entered
many road races since; the latest, the
6

San Diego Marathon, she characterizes
as “painful and awesome.” Ms. Riehl
runs most practices with the team.
“Practice bonds us,” she says. “Everyone feels the pain.”
	It’s that ideal balance of head
and heart that makes for a great cross
country coach, runner, team, and
season. Sticking it out through the
grueling practices and meets for five
months can hook some runners for life.
	It’s a personal best sort of sport;
the girls agree they like to re-visit a
workout to see how they’ve improved,
whether it’s pounding down the
Arroyo all the way to breakfast in
South Pasadena, or running the horse
trails near campus. Kate Kersting ’13
says, “Repeating a workout tells how
we’re improving, and teaches us
to push hard and not use up all our
energy.”
This team certainly doesn’t lack
for energy. With all that freshman
spirit, there was some silly stuff going
on in their shared cabins in Mammoth,
which they visit for a week’s conditioning in the summer. An Iron Chef
competition to encourage healthy
eating, judged by the coaches and
faculty booster Ms. Sylvie Andrews,

was a highlight, among moments
straight out of I Love Lucy (the girls
found out what happens when dishwashing liquid is put into an automatic
dishwasher by mistake).
But they did sit still for Mr. Roffina’s
legendary “gentleman talk,” where
he urges the girls to date nice guys.
He explains, “One of the many reasons
we run is that we hold certain values
like being disciplined and tough, and
we have high expectations. We want
the girls to honor themselves and
the team by hanging out with good
people. And there’s a whole line of
guys who’d like to get on my Gentleman List!”
Back at Prep, there are relentless
foothill drills: “Drive up, coast through,
then power down,” is the mantra for
success. “You’ve got to push when you
can see the crest, and keep pushing
till you are going downhill,” explains
Kate. The girls are urged to see each
new race or tough workout as an
opportunity to succeed. Riehl got
a taste of her own advice when the
team captain beat her on the dreaded
Old Mammoth run. “Joni knew I was
pushing as hard as I could, and it was
the pure joy in Joni’s running that was
exciting for me. I have to instill a competitive nature in the girls and if they
have to beat me to get there, great!”
	Riehl says freshmen like Sarah
Yoho ’14 may have only begun to
understand the nature of competition
by the last meet of their first year. The
girls have figured out that each race is
unique. But whether the track is hilly or
dry, muddy or flat, Riehl loves to watch
her Rebel runners, “like cheetahs
sighting an impala.” They cooperate,
stalk and overtake a rival on race day,
then settle in ahead and cross the finish line strongly.
As a coach, Ms. Riehl aims high:
“I’d like the girls to find a lifetime
sport, a mission.” At least one family
a season, according to the coaches,
says that participating on the team
has changed their daughter’s life. Says
Mr. Roffina, “The girls don’t grow up
as cross country runners, but running
cross country helps them grow up.”

Teacher
Joe Fasken
gave students
something to
look up to
While the Boy Scouts taught Larry
Mosher ’47 about the local mountains,
Prep history teacher Mr. Joe Fasken was
leading him to set his career sights on
the high ground.
“Joe (I always called him Mr.
Fasken, of course) drove the school bus
that I took,” Larry recounts, “and so we
had a daily conversation as well as class
time. Joe instilled in me a love of history
and its importance that I never forgot.
This certainly motivated my decision
to become a journalist and to look at
journalism as the beginning of history.
He also reinforced my values of honesty,
integrity, and a love of forthrightness
in approaching politics and our national
aspirations. His expectations for me
usually exceeded my performance,
which was as it should be!”
Larry confesses that “I look back
on my Flintridge days with a mixture of
nostalgia and angst: nostalgia because
they remain the most free days of my
youth, and angst because at the time I
was constantly worrying about measuring
up” to teachers like Mr. Theron Horning,
in English, or math teacher Mr. Carroll
Vaniman, “who was able to haul himself
up a long rope swing between lower
and upper campus.” School President
Mr. Doane Lowery “was always reminding us of our obligations to society
because we were so privileged to be
able to attend Flintridge! This constant

Larry Mosher ’47
reminder has remained deeply anchored
in my conscience, and contributed
largely to my ambition to ’find the truth’
as a reporter.”
Larry left a job on Wall Street
(“They all thought I was nuts!”) to go
into journalism. His first job was at a
weekly in New Jersey; from there, it
was a steady stream of reporting gigs,
from the Bergen Record, a daily, to the
New York World-Telegram and The Sun
within 18 months. After that, Larry went
overseas with the Copley News, “First
in Hong Kong, South Vietnam, Malaysia,
and Singapore, then in Beirut covering
the Arab world, where I also did radio
for NBC.”
When Larry returned to the States,
he moved to Washington, DC, to join
the Dow Jones weekly The National
Observer for its final decade. He shifted
to the National Journal, a weekly magazine on politics and government.
After 23 years in DC, Larry moved
to Paonia, CO (population 1,500) to edit
the High Country News in 1990. The
fortnightly paper covered the West’s
environment, which Larry had loved as a
boy growing up in the San Gabriel Valley
and visiting his grandparents in Colorado.
	Now living in Crested Butte, CO,
Larry still skis (downhill and cross country)
and hikes the Rockies. He brings highpowered speakers to town (see his class
notes, page 24) and serves on the board

of the High Country Citizens’ Alliance,
an environmental advocacy group. Looking back on his career, Larry says that his
favorite job over his long and eventful
life was with The National Observer.
“They would send you anywhere if they
liked your story idea! Totally straight,
totally incorruptible. Joe Fasken would
have been pleased.”
Top: Larry Mosher ’47 with daughter,
Honor, and granddaughter, Hallie Rose,
atop Paradise Divide, CO. Bottom:
Joe Fasken, Flintridge Prep history
teacher 1942–1968.

“Joe Fasken reinforced
my values of honesty,
integrity, and a love of
forthrightness.”
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Craftsman Revival

revival

Skillen House windows
provide a look at the
past, present, and future

See more historic Skillen House photos
at preptalk.flintridgeprep.org.
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For over 40 years, Skillen House was the
heart of Flintridge Preparatory School.
Named for the chiropractor who built
the big old home as his residence, later
selling his land to Mr. Doane Lowery for
the establishment of the school in 1933,
the house sat at the corner of what is
now Crown and Foothill (formerly Crown
and Michigan).
With its rugged boulder stone foundation and low-slung, “airplane style”
roof, the former estate house served
variously as dining room, dormitory,
school offices, classrooms, and meeting
rooms (often all at once). Skillen House
was a classic Craftsman bungalow, with
a low profile, a welcoming porch, and
shingle exterior. The house became an
icon of the school, perhaps because
it was sturdily built, a mixture of casual
and formal, and well-suited to its
environment, like the generations of
Flintridge students and faculty who
lived there, ate there, met, worked, and
studied there.
As La Cañada grew from sprawling
ranches to a post-war bedroom community (and Flintridge added mansions
here and there), Flintridge Prep also
became less woodsy and more developed. Boys no longer had to clear the
football gridiron of washed-down arroyo

stones before every game once the LA
County Flood Control Authority dug a
ditch through the field. Summer school
no longer included horsemanship; PE
stopped including archery and riflery.
The boarding program ceased in 1958.
The campus began to grow, with classrooms on the upper campus (the 20s
building in 1954; the 30s in 1962), the
gymnasium (1958), the 40s building, and
the Doane Lowery Pool (1965).
The school demolished “The
Doctor’s House” in 1975 in anticipation
of expanding its physical plant in the
early 1980s, creating Norris Auditorium
and new science and computer labs.
The Skillen House stained glass windows,
which once flanked the massive stone
fireplace, went up for auction at a school
fundraiser. John Plumb ’64 and Roy
Hanson Jr. ’52 engaged in a fierce bidding war, ultimately donating the windows to the school. They became part
of the western wall of the then-new
Jorgensen Library, framing a lush view
of treetops.
	In 2007, construction was completed on the Chandramohan Library,
which opened in time for Prep’s 75th
anniversary year. Alums from all generations missed the Skillen House windows,
and John Plumb remembered that they
had been put in storage. Wouldn’t it be
great to show them off somewhere in
the new library?
Members of Prep’s current administration (Director of Finance Ms. Kim
Kinder, Librarian Mrs. Susan Hodge, and
Art Department Chair Mr. Tim Bradley)
agreed. They contacted famed Judson
Studios, the Arroyo Seco stained glass
“go-to” firm for generations of Angelenos. Judson had produced some of the
finest stained glass in the early Arts and
Crafts movement centered in Pasadena,
and was the family business of the late
Walter Judson ’58. His son, David, now
runs the business, the fifth generation
of Judsons to take the reins (the firm
was founded in 1897 by Walter’s greatgrandfather, William).
Walter Judson was a football player
at Flintridge who also enjoyed Latin.
After he graduated from USC with an
English degree, he turned down a job
in a new-fangled area called computing

to return to the glass-making firm. “Dad
always talked about how well-educated
he was at Prep,” says David, who misses
his father’s input into design. “He was
knowledgeable, a real expert in stained
glass, iconography, the Bible,” David
recalls. “We never needed to look anything up in a book. We just asked Dad!”
Walter traveled to Europe nearly
every year, studying cathedrals and
old buildings, and lectured throughout
the US on the history and tradition of
stained glass. He led biannual trips to
England, calling them “Cathedral and
Pub Tours,” and would regale his party
with his extensive knowledge. David
remembers Judson Studios under his father as “crazy years, full of crazy people,
but my father always knew how to manage them and get the jobs done.”
Judson Studios re-leaded and
built new frames for the Skillen House
windows, and hung them vertically on a
high wall in the Chandramohan Library.
Lit from behind, the simple, elegant
windows so typical of the Craftsman era
glow with a patina well over 75 years in
the making. They gaze benignly down
on studious English majors (as well as
computer scientists, art historians, and
business majors) to be. Walter Judson,
a gentleman, a scholar, and a craftsman,
might not recognize the Prep campus
with all its physical changes over the
years. But we like to think he’d recognize those windows, and the dedication
of the students who work beneath them.

“We never needed to look
anything up in a book.
We just asked Dad!”
— David Judson talks about his
father, Walter Judson ’58 (below).

Dan Clements ’67

Because it’s there
The website of Dan Clements ‘67
identifies him as “an adventurer
with a deep appreciation and
respect for the world’s natural
wonders and life in its many
varied forms.” Dan grew up in
an eclectic household, with a
grandmother who spoke Spanish, and a physicist grandfather.
His father had a PhD in zoology,
and was both a business owner
and one of the top birders in the
world. His mother trained docents at the LA Zoo, and came in
on Saturdays to help students in
Flintridge Prep’s dissection class.
With his parents and
brother, Bob ’69, Dan skied,
climbed, and hiked all over North
and South America, including
summiting Mt. Rainier at age 10.
Though he says that the San Gabriel back country “never seemed as terribly
wild as the Sierras or the Wasatch,” Dan recalls skiing at Mt. Waterman in a
blinding blizzard, where the chairlift derailed. The entire family were regulars
at Big Bear, Kratka Ridge, Mt. Waterman, and Mammoth, and with his father,
Dan took ski mountaineering trips to places like Shasta, Mt. Hood, and the
June–Mammoth and Alta–Park City routes.
At Flintridge Prep, Dan earned 14 varsity letters, graduating in 1967 with a
generation of fellow seekers. He remembers the richness of a curriculum where
he could study two languages and investigate the interrelatedness of the
world. “When you saw a major shift in art, say, you knew the context in history
and literature. It was great preparation for college.”
A geology and comparative lit major at the University of Puget Sound,
Dan then earned an MBA in international finance. His career in computer
systems allowed him to keep climbing, skiing, and adventuring all over the
world with his family. He added first ascents (Yosemite, University Peak in the
Sierras, and peaks in the Cordillera Blanca in the Andes chain) to a staggering list of accomplishments including scuba diver, underwater photographer,
author, and exhibitor. He’s been taking photos for 50 years all over the world,
melding documentary and art, and is equally at home in the Italian Alps with
a great bottle of wine or communing with first nations peoples in the Andes.
“What I really appreciate is the beauty and diversity of wildlife, geology, and
weather,” he says.“God does good work.”
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On/Off Campus
Prep’s new trustees
Carol J. Ramsey

has spent her career in
the fields of education
and philanthropy. A
graduate of Connecticut College, she has
been an administrator
at Bowdoin College,
Vassar College, A Better Chance (an
organization working to place talented
minority students in independent schools),
and The Council for Advancement and
Support of Education. From 1990–94,
Carol was Head of the Wilmington (DE)
Friends School, moving to the James
Irvine Foundation as Program Director of
Children, Youth, and Families. She spent
nine years as Director of Corporate
Contributions with the Raytheon Company.
During her tenure there, she oversaw the
company’s corporate and employee giving
programs, and originated the company’s
concept for a national middle school math
initiative, MathMovesU. In 2007, Carol
formed her own consultancy, GrantmakerPro, through which she advocates for
high performing charter schools in South
Los Angeles. She joined the staff of the
Entertainment Industry Foundation in
2009 as Vice President for Programs. Ms.
Ramsey, a resident of Redondo Beach,
has held trusteeships at her alma maters,
Connecticut College and Northfield

Mount Hermon, and is the winner of her
high school’s highest honor given for
service to the school. Her other board
positions have included the Thacher
School and the Buckley School, the Grand
Opera House in Wilmington, DE, the
North Carolina Outward Bound School;
and the National Conference of Christians
and Jews in San Francisco.
Rob Case is president

of Nestlé Beverage
Division, responsible
for overseeing the
company’s entire
beverage operation
in the United States.
His 24-year tenure
at Nestlé has encompassed a variety of
marketing, product, and packaging innovations. He received his MBA in marketing and finance from the University of
Chicago, and earned a BA in economics
and international relations at Claremont
Men’s College. He is on the board of the
Pasadena Independent Schools Foundation and the Healthy Weight Commitment,
and has served on the boards of the Young
Presidents Organization and the National
Coffee Association. Mr. Case, a Dodger
fan, scuba diver, and tennis player, lives in
Altadena with his wife Jeanne and his children, Robbie, Maddie ’14, and Sammy ’16.

Prep gets ready to “Go Bollywood”
Flintridge Prep is pleased to be at the center of a year of celebration—a celebration
of the visual and performing arts, a celebration of the flavors, sights, and sounds of
Bollywood, and a celebration of the leadership of Geeta and Mohan Chandramohan.
In November, a casual cocktail party on campus got people into the Bollywood spirit.
In the words of student Raquel Olvera ’11, “The campus was transformed into an exotic
Indian oasis with billowing pink canopies and tangerine-colored lanterns.”
The festivities will culminate at the “Prep Goes Bollywood” benefit at the Globe
Theatre on March 19, 2011. If you’re not a current parent and would like to receive an
invitation to the “Prep Goes Bollywood” benefit, please contact Lauri Wax or Sandy Law.
To view or donate to the silent auction, or to advertise in the benefit program, visit
www.flintridgeprep.org/2011_bollywood_benefit.aspx. Flintridge Preparatory School
thanks the Benefit Committee, particularly its chairs, Lauri Wax and Sandy Law, for their
commitment. See inside cover for more details.
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In memoriam

Stephen J. Cannell ’60: guide, friend, optimist

In memoriam

L. Boyd Higgins
L. Boyd Higgins, a former Flintridge
Preparatory School trustee and
parent of Judson Higgins ’76 and
Paul Higgins ’78, passed away
peacefully on October 15, 2010.
Born in 1927, Boyd Higgins grew
up in Indianapolis, graduated from
Harvard, and earned an MBA in
business. He started his career as a
commercial real estate salesman for
The Seeley Company of Los Angeles
in 1964, and rose to become president of the company, retiring as
Chairman Emeritus. He served on
a number of boards including the
Hillside Home for Children in Pasadena, The Boys and Girls Club, and
Orthopedic Hospital Los Angeles.
Boyd was the chair of Prep’s
Board of Trustees in 1975, while
the decision to go coed was being
made; he returned to the board in
1984–1990. “He was a very calm and
cool person, a good strong leader,”
remembers fellow Prep board
member Ed Bulmahn ’49. ”We made
a lot of hard decisions and he was
a good guy at handling a crisis.”
	Headmaster Peter Bachmann
says, “Boyd helped save the school
in the 1970s, helped it grow in the
1980s, and in the new millennium, he
helped Prep flourish at new levels.”
Mr. and Mrs. Higgins were
honored at Prep’s Masters Circle
Dinner in 1979; he was a founding
member of the Lowery Society and
a contributor to Prep’s Capital
Campaign, “Our Heritage, Our
Future.” L. Boyd Higgins is survived
by his two sons and Paul’s wife Tracy;
Mrs. Higgins died in 2006.

Alumni from all over the world were
saddened to hear of the passing of
Flintridge Prep alumnus, past parent,
current grand-parent and former trustee
Stephen J. Cannell ’60, who gained
fame as the creator of the “A-Team”
and the “Rockford Files.”
	Hong Kong resident Bill Stork ’58
sent a clipping from the South China
Morning Post noting Steve’s passing
and wrote, “Steve was super talented,
generous, loyal. He will be missed.”
Bob Lamson ’60, grandson of
school founder Mr. Doane Lowery,
reminisced about the classmates’ longstanding friendship and wrote that
his grandfather “thought the world
of Steve.”
Jack Davies ’82 remembered Steve
from a career day at Prep and wrote,
“Thirty-odd years later, he’s the only
speaker I remember and I remember
what he said, which says something
about his ability to communicate.”
Steve was a beloved member of
the close-knit Class of 1960. A lightningquick tailback who made 47 touchdowns
in two years, Steve was a popular guy
with a gift for friendship and looking
on life’s positive side. He was a terrible
speller, had horrible handwriting, and
often could not finish a test due to his
undiagnosed dyslexia. But under his
senior photo in Prep’s yearbook, the
LOG, Steve wrote “author.”
“Prep accepted me, warts and all,
and the warts were on me, not them,”
said Cannell in a Spring 2008 PrepTalk
alumni profile. Ironically, he attributed
his early academic failures to helping
him along the road to success. “Young
writers, my contemporaries, would get a
bad review, and they’d shrivel up. To me
it was just another D-minus,” he said.
Despite his lack of academic
success, Steve went on to do great

things. He created or co-created nearly
40 television series, including 21 Jump
Street, Silk Stalkings, and Baretta. By
his own estimation, he wrote over 450
episodes and produced or executive
produced over 1,500 episodes.
He was also the author of more than
a dozen novels, including the Shane
Scully police series. He won an Emmy,
two Writers Guild awards, and two
Edgar Award nominations. He appeared
as an actor in movies and TV, was a
producer of the recent A-Team movie,
and is the only Prep alumnus (so far) to
have a star on the Hollywood Boulevard
Walk of Fame.
Steve always remained a supporter
of Flintridge Prep. He was a consummate
Prep football fan, spoke at Baccalaureate,
and participated in many school events;
his family established the Cannell
Family Teaching Chair, an endowed
chair that has been held since 2002 by
history teacher Mr. Mike Mullins. He
served two terms on the school’s Board
of Trustees, from 1987–1990 and again
from 1998–2004.
When he heard of Steve’s death,
Temple City High School math teacher
John Howard ’84 wrote, “I often use
Steve’s life story, Prep experiences,
and work samples to inspire my own
students as I push them to know no
bounds. This is one of those moments
where I find myself watery eyed and
grinning simultaneously knowing that
those of us with faith must be asking
the same question, ’Steve, what stories
of divine and epic proportions will you
be writing for your new audience?’
I will miss him.”
	Headmaster Peter Bachmann says
Steve was always ready with a “yes,”
whether it was a request to speak to a
faculty group about writing, or to break
his iron-clad rule about writing every
morning in order to attend a 7:30 a.m.
board meeting. “At his 50th reunion,

Steve Cannell '60 in his Prep
letterman jacket.
I could hear his big baritone laugh all
weekend. He was so warm and selfdeprecating, a master storyteller, of
course. He was really grounded. I think
he always knew what his passions were,
what he was capable of, and what he
could do. He was an immensely busy
guy, but he always made you feel like
he had all the time in the world when
he was with you. He was an incredible
friend to Prep, generous with his time,
spirit, and talent.”
Steve Cannell leaves his wife
of 46 years, Marcia; son Cody ’02 and
daughters Chelsea Cannell and
Tawnia McKiernan ’87, and grandchildren Brenden McKiernan ’14, Katie
McKiernan ’16, and Gracie McKiernan.
Steve passed away at home in
Pasadena on September 30, 2010,
of melanoma.

“…under his senior
photo, Steve wrote
author.”
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Professional
development
connects faculty

Prep’s Race for Research team numbered more than 50.

Sunday in the park and elsewhere
Prep students pound pavement for good causes
On Sunday, November 7, Flintridge
Preparatory School students participated
in three separate fundraisers benefitting
medical research, the drive to eradicate
hunger, and support for individuals
with Down syndrome.
About 30 Prep students raised over
$3,000 at this year’s CROP Hunger Walk in
Altadena. The 5K route was chosen
to dramatize for participants how far many
people in the world must walk each day
for drinking water. Arash Zadeh ’12 was
impressed by the huge crowd of over
500 participants; Kate Abe-Ridgway ’14
said that it was a fun way to help the
community with friends. Max Bork ’13
agreed that it was fun, “but you were
doing something useful. I was really tired
at the end, and I was glad I didn’t have to
walk that far for water every day!” Prep
has fielded walkers for over 20 years,
according to Latin teacher Mr. Mark Baker,
who also set up entertainment—Prep
musicians playing classical guitar and jazz.
At Pasadena’s Central Park, members
of Prep’s Leo Club hosted their third

“Together is Better” walk-a-thon to raise
funds for Club 21, a southern California
organization that provides a learning
and resource center for individuals with
Down syndrome. Ten independent schools
participated, raising over $26,000, and
Prep’s Leo Club took home a trophy for
raising the most money as a school team.
Abbey Deckop ’11 points out that for
many students, Club 21 is a year-round
endeavor: “They volunteer in the summer
and after school programs, and recall
their experiences as truly life-changing
moments.”
Meanwhile, in Playa del Rey, more
than 50 students, teachers, faculty,
friends, and family from the Prep community participated in the Third Annual
Heroes of Hope Race for Research to
End Brain Cancer. The Race for Research
is a nationwide event, and this is the
second year that Team Flintridge Prep
participated. The team raced in honor
of Tom Fry, who passed away in 2009,
and served Prep as a teacher and coach
for over 25 years.

In December, the Flintridge Singers caroled at Solheim Lutheran Home in Eagle Rock.
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Amid the hum of Xerox machines, Prep’s
Faculty Room takes on the characteristics
of a busy train depot where all the
passengers know each other extremely
well. The conversations rarely last more
than a couple of minutes, but they are
almost never superficial.
Passing compliments show a great
deal of care for the craft of teaching,
as well as an interest in current events and
a genuine sense of intellectual curiosity.
Informal cross-departmental discussions
are common. A math teacher is overheard
saying to a history teacher, “Your students
did an amazing presentation yesterday!”
A history teacher mentions to an English
department colleague, “I’ve got a speaker
coming to my class next week who you
might find interesting.” What these conversations hint at is a sense of collaboration and camaraderie between teachers, a
natural result of their genuine friendships,
mentoring relationships, and ongoing
professional development projects.
	Of course, professional development
comes in many forms. Whether faculty
members talk to each other formally or
informally, attend conferences and classes,
or read a paradigm-shifting book, the
effect is usually the same, says Ms. Sarah
Cooper, Director of Faculty Development.
“You know it when you see it. It’s the
spark that reinvigorates a teacher. It’s the
idea that a teacher can’t get out of his
or her head.”
Professional development is also
about making connections within and
throughout our community. For example,
a math teacher, upon observing an art
teacher, reflected, “We’re both introducing skills and giving students an opportunity to practice those skills.” An English
teacher watched a math teacher instruct
the same group of students and picked up
tips on classroom management.
Teachers are encouraged to find
professional development opportunities
and have access to endowment funds to
pursue projects and attend courses. A
sampling of professional development
projects from Summer 2010 can be found
at preptalk.flintridgeprep.org.

NEW TEACHERS JOIN PREP FACULTY
Lisa Bierman ’03 is a new
member of the Performing Arts faculty,
teaching drama classes, directing
student productions, and providing tech
support. “Being back is unexpected
and lovely,” she says, “because I
had such a great time at Prep and am
so enthusiastic about the school’s
philosophy and educational style.”
Ms. Bierman earned her BFA from
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts.
As a Prep student, she focused on drama, debate, and service
clubs; now she spends her free time performing. She belongs
to a clown troupe called “Everybody Nose,” works in longform
improvisation, and is a member of the Amhisa Collective theater
company.

Pradip Chandrasoma joins
the faculty fulltime this year to teach
8th grade science and 12th grade
physics. Born and raised in Pasadena, he
has a BS from Stanford University. When
Stanford football season is over, Mr.
Chandrasoma sings and writes music; he
says he plays guitar, piano, "bass (badly)
and drums (borderline criminally)."

Antonio Harrison ’01 returns
to Prep as a faculty member and coach
of several sports, including serving
as head coach of varsity football. Mr.
Harrison received his BA from Grinnell
College, an MA in Applied Behavior
Analysis from The Chicago School, and
is working towards his PhD, in addition
to parenting an 18-month-old-son. He
says, “It feels great to be back at a place
that feels like home. I’m still getting
comfortable with my former teachers now being colleagues, but
they have helped make my transition seamless.”
Tyke O’Brien comes to the Prep
faculty from the Archer School for Girls,
where she taught English. She will teach
9th and 12th grade English. Dr. O’Brien
received her BA from UCLA, her MA
in English from Loyola Marymount, and
a PhD in English from the University
of Bristol.
A certified yoga instructor, she
splits her free time among rehabbing
old houses, taking road trips to the
desert and Big Sur, and walking with her toddler son, Monty, and
his friends, Elmo and Curious George.

Golf Tournament links teachers with supporters
John Plumb ’64 knows Prep from the

Prep. His attendance at the annual Golf

inside out, having been a student, his-

Tournament is virtually guaran-teed (get

tory teacher, administrator, and coach.

it?), especially since the proceeds go to

He served the school from 1968–1990,

his fund.

and in gratitude for his service, the

coach and consummate MC of the

Plumb ’64 Endowment Fund, which sup-

tournament, says, “They keep letting

ports professional growth opportunities

me come back, and I always end up

for faculty and staff.

having a lot of fun catching up with old

“What does professional developJohn Plumb ’64 (left) with Giovanni
Boschetti ’90 and his sons Nicholas
and Alexander.

Bob Loughrie, long-time golf

alumni association established the John

friends.” This year, the tournament will

ment mean to teachers? It means

be held on Monday, May 2, 2011.

everything. I can’t imagine this campus

(See inside back cover.)

without it,” said teacher and Director

So support John Plumb, class of

of Faculty Development Ms. Sarah

“sixty-fore”—and support Prep’s

Cooper. Funds like the John Plumb

teachers at the same time—on this very

fund are essential to Prep’s community

special day. See you at the links!

spirit and have a real and direct impact
on the daily life of the school. John is
as passionate about golf as he is about

SAVE THE DATE!
MAY 2, 2011
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around campus
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Prep’s Fall speakers include Pulitzer Prize winning journalist

3

5

[1] Prep hosted St. Bede’s for the Great
Shakeout drill in November; both schools
assembled on the Coach Jim Wood
Memorial Athletic Field. [2] Santa (also
known as Jordy Manker ’11) visited Prep
before winter break. [3] Rose Princess
Jessica Montoya ’11 takes a musical
breather. [4] The Junior Class Powder
Puff football team played at Homecoming.
[5] Seventh grade Homecoming courtiers
Robbie Leslie, Jack Van Scoter, Maddie
Weirick, and Jenna Colliflower.

Prep’s student body assembled in
Norris Auditorium in October to
welcome Pulitzer Prize winning reporter Sonia Nazario, whose series on
immigration for the Los Angeles Times
was collected into a book. Enrique’s
Journey chronicles the struggles of a
young boy from Nicaragua who faces
long odds on his journey to the US to
find his mother.
Parent Salam Al-Marayati, the
Executive Director of the Muslim Public
Affairs Council, spoke to two sections of
Prep’s ninth grade history class. Invited
by Director of Human Development
and history teacher Mr. Michael Roffina,
himself a Presbyterian minister, Mr. AlMarayati gave students an overview of
the Islamic faith and its basic tenets. He
pointed out that the three Abrahamic
faiths—Islam, Judaism, and Christianity—share stories, beliefs, and values.
He told students that, in his view, ”Just
as race relations were fundamental to
the course of events of the Twentieth
Century, relations among religions
will predominate in the Twenty-First
Century.” (See photo on back cover.)

Author and poet David T. Greenberg
visited Prep in September. He led a
seventh grade writing workshop and
presented a moving multimedia presentation to the eighth grade class, who
were reading his book (A Tugging String:
A Novel About Growing Up in the Civil
Rights Era). His presentation had students
on the edge of their seats. He ended with
this advice, which proved to be a common
theme for all three speakers: “When you
see injustice, do not be silent. You must
speak out.”

Above: Headmaster Bachmann with
Pulitzer Prize winner Sonia Nazario
Below: David T. Greenberg

For more activities, please visit
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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Class bonding

They’re honored
Left: Cum Laude
Society members (top,
l-r): seniors Lisa Yun,
Elise Partos, Katharine
Schwab, Kelly Wang,
Kyle Eschen, Jackson
McHenry; (bottom, l-r):
Naomi Hatanaka, Maria
Yu, Lauren Guarino,
and Shelly Kim.
Right: Jason Bunn ‘11
was named Athletic
Council on Leadership
Student of the Year.

Fall fun

3

4

1
2

[1] Juniors Celine Ang,
Sarah Rademacher, and
Mary Lazier at Book Day.
[2] Sarah Yoho ’14 and
friends stick together at
Book Day. [3] Parents
George Orloff and Tim
Ridgway sell raffle tickets
at the Family Barbecue.
[4] Arash Zadeh ’13
as DJ deadmau5 for
Halloween festivities.

S e v e n t h a n d Ni n t h Gra d e Tr i p s

Coming together in the
great outdoors
Prep’s Class of 2016 boarded buses for Big
Bear in October for five days of bonding with canoes, s’mores, and each other.
Rock climbing, hiking, and exploring the
outdoors helped cement new friendships
among Prep’s youngest students. Reflecting on his experience, Aldridge Khin ’16
says, “I went from knowing four kids in my
class to knowing 20.” Sitting at a lunch
table crowded with rambunctious seventh
graders, he says, “Now we’re all friends!”
The ninth graders went on their own
week-long class trip after completing the
first quarter of school work. Heading to
Catalina Island to kayak, snorkel, and hike,
the goal of the trip was to unite the class,
half of whom have been at Prep since
middle school. Faculty and Peer Counselors from the senior class help entering
freshmen to embrace what it means to
be in high school—academically, personally, and socially. “Though the hiking was
torture,” laughs Teddy Willard ’14, “It’s a
pretty good way to make friends—you are
all in it together, and it connects you with
your peers.” See class trip slideshows at
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org.

Above: The Class of 2016 at Big Bear. Below: The Class of 2014 on Catalina Island.

El e v e n t h Gra d e

Live from Flintridge Prep, it’s JPD!
This fall, the Junior Parent Dinner moved back to campus,
taking over the Chandramohan Library, taking cover in
a tented Ahmanson Plaza for dinner, and culminating in a
rousing “Saturday Night Live” variety show in Norris
Auditorium. Parents were treated to a dazzling evening that
showcased a junior class jazz combo, Prep’s catering served
by students, and a juniors’ art show. The Class of 2012,
led by 16 head chairs and organized overall by librarian
Mrs. Reggie Ursettie, not only raised money for the JuniorSenior Prom, but also made a charitable gift to Pasadena’s
Young & Healthy.
For more activities, please visit
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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Spotlight
D ra m a

The Cinderella Waltz

D ra m a

The Diary of Anne Frank

A madcap mashup stuffed with word-

play, hijinks, and general craziness, The
Cinderella Waltz, written by Don Nigro,
was the first production directed by new
drama teacher Lisa Bierman ’03 (see page
13). An energetic nine-member cast took
on stock characters, with a twist, in this
outrageous fairy tale. Sarcastic dreamer
Rosey Snow (Mary Clare Plaschke ’13),
who longs for a ticket to the Prince’s ball—
and a ticket out of her miserable life—contends with her evil stepmother, whose gift
for malapropisms is equaled by her skill as
an axe-murderess (Maddie Jones ’12); an
absent-minded father who often misplaces
his trousers (Nick Ottaviano ’13); and mean
stepsisters, one who channels a ditsy
Valley girl, and the other, a gloomy Goth
(Callan Gies ’13 and Julia Morse ’12). A
fairy godmother who drinks a little (Katie
Eiler ’12) and a village idiot (Josh Haug ’13)
help Rosey figure out that dreams, once
acknowledged, can come true. Zach
Myers ’12 as the Prince and John Henry
Kurtz ’13 as his troll also performed in the
three standing-room-only shows in Miller
Theater. Said Ms. Bierman: “It was incredibly fun, the students all did spectacularly
with their parts and fearlessly leapt into
some of the silliest roles imaginable. I can’t
wait to get started on my next show!”

The cast of The Cinderella Waltz

Prep students from seventh through ninth grades, under

Pre p’s W i n t e r m u s i c c o n c e r t

Winter Wonderjam

The Winter Concert showcased the breadth of musical talent

Dramatic tension in The Crucible, above, and the cast, below.
D ra m a

in the Prep community. The orchestra played beautiful traditional
symphonic masterpieces as well as modern renditions of Christmas songs. The Flintridge Singers sang a variety of Christmas and
Hanukkah music with a whimsical flair. Solos by Alex Holden ’11,
Josue Hernandez ’12, and Shelby Wax ’12, along with a Hawaiian
carol by eighth grade singers (with Ryan Loui ’11 on ukulele)
showed just how wide a range the Prep choristers have. Likewise,
the school’s two jazz bands outdid themselves. Displaying a range
of talents and a deep fluency in percussion, horns, and guitar, each
member of the band jammed and soloed like they were straight
off the set of “Glee.”
Flintridge Prep thanks John Brown ’81 for his donation of
a new flexible stage assembly, which has been a boon to the
performing arts department, enhancing performances in Norris
Auditorium and Miller Theater. Because it’s lightweight and
maneuverable, the assembly has also been used outside at events
like the Family Barbecue, where it made its debut in September.

The Crucible

The Crucible is set in 1692, during the

time of the Salem witch trials. Playwright
Arthur Miller created a tense drama where
accusations of witchcraft expose deep
rifts among the Puritan residents. With the
community in the grip of fear, intolerance
and hysteria, mass paranoia perverts the
principles of “innocent until proven guilty”
as women and men fight for their reputations, their honor, and ultimately, their
lives. This classic of the American theater
premiered on Broadway during the height
of the House Unamerican Activities Committee investigations, inviting comparisons
to American life in the mid-1950s.
The Crucible marked the 50th production for Flintridge Prep by director
and English teacher Mr. Scott Myers.
“The play is about us,” Myers wrote in

his director’s notes, “without reference to
specific historical markers. It explores evil
as a mundane presence in our lives. The
Puritans believe that their neighbors have
sold their souls to Satan, just as Arthur
Miller’s contemporaries feared that Communist sympathizers jeopardized American
institutions and values. His play shows
that humans don’t need help from malign
supernatural beings or political systems to
generate evil; we ’sell our soul’ by betraying our sacred obligations to others. In
The Crucible justice miscarries because of
private moral lapses; that is, none of us is
pure in heart. We achieve redemption, and
save the social order, only by transcending our private evils and recognizing our
mutual responsibility to create the world in
which we want to live.”

Comedy Sportz

For the third Comedy Sportz match of 2010–11, alumni in town
for the holidays took on the student team. Katie Eiler ’12, front,
gave a great effort with (l–r) Evan Grobar ’14, Jeff DeFond ’10,
Jack McLaughlin ’10, Kevin Flynn ’10, Josh Haug ’13, and Charlie
Kennedy ’10. With a score of 37–27, the alums had the last laugh.

the direction of Mr. Rob Lewis, presented The Diary of Anne
Frank during the week of Hanukkah.
Spread across the length of the Miller Theater with the
audience seated almost within the players’ space, the set
evoked the claustrophobia of the hidden Annex where Anne
lived with her family, the Van Daans (Bailey Thompson ’15,
Evan Grobar ’14, and Anton Verbinski ’14) and Mr. Dussel
(William Vose ’14). The group endured absolute confinement
for years, eluding the Nazi occupiers of Holland with the
help of Miep Gies (Lauren Jacobs ’14) and Mr. Kraler
(William Bremer ’14). Thea Goddard ’14 and Sarah Gilman ’14
were double cast as Anne Frank. Margot Frank was played
at alternate performances by Galey Caverly ’14 and Erin
Dennis ’14. Mrs. Frank was portrayed by both Kate Kennedy ’14
and Alexis Gordon ’16.
Phrases from Anne Frank’s original diary, selected by
Mr. Lewis, were projected on all four walls of the theater,
enveloping the audience in the words and thoughts of a
teenage victim of the Holocaust who wrote, “Despite everything, I believe people are really good at heart.” For Thea
Goddard, the key to Anne’s nature was her diary entry “The
final forming of a person’s character lies in their own hands.”
Sarah Gilman says she cried when she saw Thea perform
their shared role; when she saw the words “I wish to go
on living after my death,” projected on the wall of the theatre,
she realized, “Anne really did do that—she did become
famous. She’ll be remembered forever, and she’s a role
model for us all.”

“Yours, Anne:” One of two casts of The Diary of Anne Frank.

For more photos, please visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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Replay

CROSS COUNTRY
LEAGUE CHAMPS!
Boys’ Varsity: The 2010 boys’ cross country
season was highlighted by the Rebels
regaining the League title, which they had
lost in 2009 after 18 straight winning years.
The Rebels were fueled to go after the
title this year and they won—by a single
point—over Chadwick. The win amplified
the concept that “every runner counts” as
the 6th and 7th Rebel runners displaced
the Chadwick number 5 in order to win the
race. Led by Jason Bunn ’11 (MVP), Jesse
Redding ’11 (Commitment to Excellence
award), and Taylor Beith ’11, the Rebels
continued their success by placing 3rd at
the Southern Section CIF Finals and 4th in
the State Championship. Eli Weinstein ’12
was named Outstanding Performer at
CIF Finals.
Boys’ Junior Varsity: The Junior Varsity
team, led by newcomer and MVP Casey
Thompson ’12, won their 19th straight
League title by dominating the competition with a near perfect score of 19. Jigar
Patel ’11 took home the Outstanding
Performance in League Finals plaque with
Alan Yoho ’14 winning the Newcomer
award. We are looking forward to another
great season in 2011.

20

Girls’ Varsity and Junior Varsity: One of the
most important elements to good cross
country racing is that you should never
look back; what’s important is what is
ahead. The 31 girls on the cross country
team “raced up” all season long. From the
beginning workouts in early July to the
State Championship in November, the
team focused on working hard, racing
well, and bonding. With the arrival of 11
freshmen and 5 upper classmen, there was
new energy which pervaded the whole
program. The Junior Varsity was 3rd
in League. The Varsity finished 3rd at
League Finals, 2nd at CIF Prelims, 6th
at CIF Finals, and 10th at the State
Championships.
Special kudos go to MVP Kaitlyn
Kelleher ’13; Most Improved Runners,
Shaneli Jain ’14 and Audrey Levy ’14; and
Coaches’ Award winner and team captain
Joni Chow ’11. The Varsity team that went
to State consisted of Kaitlyn Kelleher,
Sarah Yoho ’14, Kate Evans ’14, Audrey
Levy, Galey Caverly ’14, Marisa Wang ’13,
Nikhita Poole ’12, Cassie Redding ’14, and
Kate Kennedy ’14. With 6 freshmen,
2 sophomores, and 1 junior as the core
of next year’s team, they all look forward
to “racing up” again. (See feature article,
page 6.)

Middle School: The cross country team
participated at the Mt. Sac invitational in
October and had a great showing in the
meet, which included over 100 schools.
Medal winners included Jack Van Scoter
’16 with a time of 13:12 in 9th place, Ronni
Cuccia ’15 with a time of 14:49, placing
8th; Ashley Lara ’15, who placed 13th with
a time of 15:42, and Alex Orloff ’15 with a
time of 13:09, placing 12th.

and Kurt Kozacik ’13 (JV Offensive Players
of the Year), the Rebels JV team had a
fantastic season.
The Varsity team started with a
tremendous first half of the season. Their
hard work and dedication was greatly
appreciated. Standouts include Kyle
McDonald ’11, who won the Dan Lewis
Award for Leadership as well as being
named for Prep All League second team
(offense), and Lucas Kim ’12, who won the
Tom Fry Coaches’ Award. Eric Kazangian
’11 and Jordan Whaley ’11 were named to
the Prep All League first team (defense).
Chadd Cosse ’13 was named to the second team (defense).
The Rebels won their final 2 games in
league play. Coach Harrison states, “The
boys worked harder than I ever imagined
and earned a ton of respect. I know things
didn’t turn out the way we wanted them
to, but everyone had a great time, played
hard, and built great relationships.”
8th Grade: The 8th grade football team had
a record of 3-3 this season, which put them
in 4th place and qualified them for the
playoffs. The boys put on a great battle in
the semifinal game vs. Poly, but came up
short 0-6. Named Defensive Player of the
Year was Chris Brummett ’15; Offensive
Player of the Year was Riley Jones ’15; Tim
Bates ’15 was MVP.

Laid back tennis player, Kira Lee ’12,
has 60-match winning streak
If you know a little about Kira Lee ’12 before you meet her, you might be intimidated by her. But the second you sit down with her, any illusions you might have about
her based on her awesome tennis record (a 60-match winning streak this season
with her only loss in the third round of the CIF tournament) quickly disappear. Kira’s
a diminutive girl with a warm personality and an easy-going laugh. Her superstar
stats never came up with her teammates and she’s not even sure it was an issue
to her opponents. Being loose and confident is a huge advantage in tennis. She
doesn’t have room for nerves, so the natural solution is to forget about the statisticians and play hard.
Some facts about Kira: Although she loves tennis, she enjoys being a student
and particularly enjoys chemistry. “Dr. Wahi is such a great teacher,” she enthuses.
Also, she started playing tennis at the age of four. She plays year-round, attending tournaments with her coach father when she’s not playing for the Rebels tennis
team. Kira plays tennis for the best reason of all—because she loves it. She says,
“Not only is it a great way to make friends, but it’s a great way to relieve stress.”
She credits her success to her consistency on the court and her ability to “get
to the ball.” But when it comes to her winning streak or future successes, she’s
pretty laid back. In fact, Kira says she really didn’t even know for sure that she had
gone all season without a loss until
the post-season, when she got to CIF.
Kira had a great tennis season
her sophomore year, and an even
better one this year; she was named
the 2010 All-Area Girls’ Tennis Singles
Player of the Year. What does 2011
hold? And will she play tennis in
college? Kira hasn’t really thought
about it: “I don’t count victories.
I just take it one match at a time.”

FOOTBALL
Boys’ Varsity and Junior Varsity: The Rebels
football program had a complete overhaul this year at both the JV and Varsity
levels. Head Coach Antonio Harrison ’01 is
building a program of discipline, ownership, dedication, and accountability. Both
teams began their season in January 2010,
starting with early morning weight room
sessions and conditioning throughout the
school year and into the summer.
During summer, the boys had a great
run of 25 passing league games in which
they competed against and beat many
programs in higher divisions. They rode
high hopes and a strong momentum into
season play. For the JV boys, that momentum led them to a 6-3 record (4-1 record in
league play). With the help of Stefan Smith
’14 (named JV MVP), Clayton Weirick ’13,

7th Grade: The 7th grade football team
went undefeated with a record of 3-0. Bad
weather caused the short but undeniably
victorious season, so bring on the rain!
MVP was Andrew Tsangeos ’16; Hamilton
Evans ’16 was named Defensive Player of
the Year, and Offensive Player of the Year
was Wesley Thu ’16.

TENNIS
Girls’ Varsity: Coach Ron Catano, now in his
second year coaching girls’ tennis, says he
knew on the first day of practice that the
team had the potential to be very successful. And he was right. The team went 6-4
in league (15-5 overall), and made the CIF
playoffs.
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The tennis team’s most difficult hurdle
was playing against a tough Chadwick
team that was a CIF finalist last year, and
has never been beaten by Prep in girls’
tennis. Against such a tough opponent,
the Prep girls played exceptionally well,
tying twice before losing in a tie-breaker.
The most amazing win was the 2nd
match of the CIF playoffs. The team qualified as a wildcard entry and faced Mission
Viejo High School, the first place team in
its league. The Prep girls stepped up to
the challenge with a 10-8 win.
Kira Lee’12, the top singles player,
had her best season ever. Kira went undefeated all season and then continued to
be undefeated in the CIF team playoffs
for a total winning streak of 60 matches
(see previous page). Jenise Vargas ’13, the
team’s number 2 player, lost only 3 sets all
season. Prep’s top doubles team was Abby
Letts ’13 and Young-In Kim’13. Without
these outstanding players, the team would
not have had the success it did.
	Next season looks promising. Even
though the team is losing 8 seniors, the
remaining players have gained the experience and confidence that will help them.
Girls’ Junior Varsity: The Girls’ JV tennis
team had a great season with a consistent
lineup that helped them claim a winning
record this year. Many of the players
improved dramatically throughout the
season, thanks to an emphasis on drills
and doubles matches during practice.
The girls also focused on serves.
According to Coach Michael Guice,
“The team began well and kept the momentum strong throughout the duration
of the season. The highlight of the season
was defeating Chadwick. Our toughest
competitor was Westridge, but we are
confident we can take them next year!”

Middle School Tennis: The co-ed middle
school tennis team had some exciting
matches with every player contributing
to a record of 5 wins, 2 losses and 1 tie.
With 8 players returning next season,
Coach Park Cockerill is looking forward to
another winning season. Most Valuable
Player awards went to Reilly Dalleska ’15
(doubles), Alex Khalsa ’15 (doubles), and
Alex Orloff ’15 (singles). Most Improved
Girl was Nanita Balagopal ’16, and Most
Improved Boy was David Arcia ’16.

VOLLEYBALL
Girls’ Varsity: The girls’ varsity volleyball
team had a very solid year in a very tough
league (the top 3 teams went to the CIF
semi-finals). The Prep team finished the
year with a 9-10 record, ending in 5th
place. As a team, the girls relied on a
strong defense to pull through many
games. As a result, they had nearly 1,100
digs this season—more than any other
team that Sean Beattie has ever coached.
The key that kept the girls in the
game this season was hard work. ”Everyone played competitively and with a ton
of heart,” reports Beattie. “They worked
110 percent, both as individuals and as
a team.”
The best match of the season was
a tough game against Mayfield Senior
School. The Prep girls lost the match in
4 games, but they really showed their stuff,
putting up a great fight against one of
the top ranked teams in CIF.
Coach Beattie says, “I was very
proud of my team and especially of our 7
seniors, who gave their all in every match.”
Two girls were named to the All-League
teams this year. Outside Charlotte Kay ’11
was named to the second team, while
setter Casey Meurer ’11 was named to
the first team.
Girls’ Junior Varsity: The girls’ JV volleyball
team played hard all year, finishing with
a record of 12-7. The team started out
on fire, winning 9 of their first 12 games
and beating some very big schools in the
process. Co-MVPs Bryn McFadden ’13
and Gwen Anderson ’13 carried the
offense. The team played strong defense
as a whole. The 2 strongest games were
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Basketball

against Chadwick. “Though we came out
on the losing end of both matches, the
girls played hard and never gave up, and
that’s all a coach can ask for,” says Coach
Sean Beattie. “Bryn led the team in both
kills and passing for the year and was
moved up to play on varsity 3 times. Gwen
was 2nd on the team in kills and often had
a good hit in every game which would
spark the team and get them on a run. We
are looking for both of these girls to be a
big part of our Varsity program next year.”
Girls’ Middle School: With over 32 girls
signed up it was an exciting season. Three
teams assured maximum participation
and playing time, and the teams saw lots
of improvement at all levels. Coach Julie
Jaime reports, “Our greatest victory came
in our very last game against Westridge.
Erin Kim ’15 and Ally Graves ’15 led the
A team in serving and passing. Nora
Futtner ’16 and Jenna Colliflower ’16
were standouts on the B team and Erika
Winter ’16 and Nanita Balagopal ’16 led
our C team in serves and bumping. It was
a fun season and we are looking forward
to next year!”

Water Polo
Boys’ Varsity: What a season it was for the
boys’ Varsity Water Polo Team! Thanks to
a positive attitude and renewed energy in
the program, this rebuilding year hinted
that bright days could be in the immediate
future for the Rebels. Playing in the highly
competitive Prep League (the last 2 league

champions have gone on to CIF finals) the
Rebels were not daunted by the competition. They consistently played lock-down
defense while establishing an aggressive
counterattack and efficient set offense.
Judging from the vibe within the program,
the entire season was enjoyable. Here are
a few highlights.
After losing 2 games on the first day
of the highly competitive Malibu Tournament in late September, the Rebels ran the
table on the second day, winning 2 games
and finishing 7th in the tournament. Riding
the momentum from Malibu, the Rebels
were a single win away from a .500 record
in late September before a close loss to
Arcadia High School.
The Columbus Day weekend was a
business trip for the Rebels as we packed
in the luxury bus (thanks, Mr. Rivera) and
took care of business at the Cate School,
outside of Santa Barbara. The ride home
wasn’t too bad either, thanks to In-N-Out.
After 2 ½ years without a Prep League
win, it seemed that the rowdy Rebels fans
would witness a league victory as the
Rebels hung with defending CIF Champion
Webb until literally the final minute, before
losing 10-11.
The Varsity team made a commitment
to work together as a group of players
who each bring something different to
the pool. Ethan Vandeventer ’14 (MVP),
Donnie Duckworth ’14, and Alex Blaine ’14,
as well as Brian Khin ’13 (Most Improved),
bring young talent to an exciting team.
Leadership came from three captains:
Kellan Rohde ’12, Patrick Hickey ’12

(who also won the Coaches’ Award), and
Jack Purvis ’12. Inspiration and positive
contributions came from the seniors:
Max Palazzo ’11, Brandon Wen ’11, and
Ryan Loui ’11, who nurtured a wave of new
players throughout the season.
Boys’ Junior Varsity: There is nothing quite
as threatening to an opponent as a team
that doesn’t know how good it is. With a
blistering counterattack and a carefree
attitude, the Rebels scored early and
often, sending a message to the competition: “This team is for real!” Initially, the
JV Rebels rolled through the competition,
compiling a 7-2 record through the first
half of the season. As other teams adjusted to our strengths and we wrestled with
injuries, the Rebels finished the second
half of the season at a respectable 3-4.
For the first time in several years, the
JV boys finished with an overall winning
record and a winning Prep League record
(they finished 10-6 overall and 6-4 in
league). Given the relative youth and tremendous talent of this team, its members
will, no doubt, be counted upon to make
steady contributions at the Varsity level in
the near future. It is worth noting that in
addition to raising the level of competition
in the pool, you would be hard pressed
to find a more enjoyable group of fellas,
including fabulous freshmen: Jamie
Walker ’14, Steven Bruno ’14, Bryce
Delgado ’14 (Coaches’ Award), Anton
Verbinski ’14, Carlo Sivilotti ’14 (MVP),
Kevin Cheng ’14, William Newman ’14, and
Connor O’Malley ’14; and our sensational
sophs, Max Bork ’13 (Most Improved),
Joseph Bettman ’13, and Arash Zadeh’13.

Girls’ Middle School: Prep’s girls’ middle
school basketball had a very exciting
season. The 8th grade girls averaged more
than 25 points and were competitive in
every game. Three losses came by less
than 4 points and/or at the buzzer; 1 game
went into overtime. We fell 1 win short of
participating in the tournament this year.
Erin Kim ’15 was our lead scorer and
Trishta Dordi ’15 and Ronni Cuccia ’15
were also great contributors, both defensively and offensively.
The 7th grade team was 3 points away
from a perfect season, and went undefeated (7-0) in league play. They averaged
more than 30 points a game. Tala Ismil ’16
was the leading scorer and defensive
player. Naomi Berhane ’16 and Sharon
Chow ’16 were also key components of the
team. The girls played hard and are looking forward to a successful year in 2011.

EQUESTRIAN
On October 2, 2010, Claire Shaffer ’14
represented Flintridge Preparatory School
in the first horse show of the year held by
the Saddleseat & Western School League
of Greater Los Angeles. Claire participated
in 2 classes, Freshman Saddleseat Equitation and Freshman Saddleseat Horsemanship, earning the second place red ribbon
in both classes. Her participation netted
Prep 24 points.

For a list of sports awards, please visit
preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
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Alumni News
1938

Just an update from JOHN
PARTRIDGE, “a surviving
member of the class of 1938. I
practiced medicine in the San
Francisco Bay area for ten years,
then two in the Navy, and then 46
years in Portland, OR. I am a widower of three years and still live
in our mortgage-free home, play
what some might call tennis, and
manage to enjoy my five children,
with whom I am in close touch. I
have been very much interested
in single-payer universal health
care, for which I have worked for
the past 20 years. Keeps me off
the streets.”

ings every month held by the
High Country Citizens’ Alliance,
our environmental organization.
And I continue to bring sometimes outrageous speakers to our
valley every summer for the Public
Policy Forum of Crested Butte.
I think I can say that Ted Turner
is a little outrageous, at least
sometimes, and that Sandra Day
O’Connor outraged some when
she stonewalled every question about the Supreme Court’s
decision concerning the Florida
presidential re-count! And probably some of our Republicans
didn’t like Ambassador Joseph
Wilson, who blew the whistle on

the Bush Administration’s attempt
to nail Iraq’s Saddam Hussein
over the Nigerian yellowcake
nonsense! So life continues to
be, to say the least, interesting,
and sometimes more than that. I
refer to my recent sailing experience in the South Pacific, where
I joined friends on their 48-foot
catamaran. We had just sailed
from the Fiji Islands to Vanuatu,
450 miles to the west. As soon as
we dropped anchor, out came a
dugout to ask us to join a search
and rescue effort for 12 adults
and a baby on a fishing boat that
had capsized the day before. We
pulled anchor immediately and

managed to find the overturned
ponga and one man lying on it.
A few hours later we found two
more men in the water, tied to
each other, almost overcome. It
was a heart-wrenching experience. Unfortunately, the baby and
her mother didn’t make it. So,
to all of you younger grads I say
keep going—life begins at 80!”
Larry remembers Joe Fasken in
the feature story on page 7.

1951

60th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

1941

70th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

1946

65th

reunion

1947

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

JOHN DUCKETT is “still around. I
lived in Tiburon, CA, for 38 years,
had my business in Sausalito,
and retired in Carson City, NV,
but spend a lot of time in Cabo
and Montreal, Canada. I received
my BS in engineering from Cal
Berkeley and started Barrier
Systems, Inc. with two partners.
We added 35 shareholders over
time and grew to $35 million in
sales, then sold the company in
2005. I love boats and swimming,
but mostly love my wife, Jean, to
whom I have been married for
54 years. We have two sons, one
granddaughter, one grandson,
and one great granddaughter.
Life is great!”
LARRY MOSHER celebrated
his 81st birthday last July. “And I
thought I was only a little over 50!
What’s going on here? What’s a
guy from the Class of ’47 doing
still hiking the upper Rocky
Mountains, skiing (that’s downhill
as well as cross-country), and
generally acting foolish? My life in
Crested Butte, CO, is still a kick.
I continue to attend board meet-
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Sign on the
dotted line.
Dr. Dickinson
would want
you to.
Rollover an IRA to Flintridge Prep; it’s tax free!*
The President recently signed a two-year extension of the IRA Charitable
Rollover. The law reinstates the IRA Charitable Rollover for 2010 and extends
it through 2011. An IRA Charitable Rollover gift can go towards satisfying the
taxpayer’s minimum distribution requirement.
Please consider making an IRA Charitable Rollover to Flintridge. Your
gift can make a difference to the school and make a difference in your taxes!*
The new expiration date for the Charitable Rollover is December 31, 2011.
For more information about an IRA Charitable Rollover or other ways to
help secure Flintridge’s future, please call Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or email yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
* Please consult your tax advisor about how a charitable gift
from your IRA will impact you.

1953

STAN MORNER swam the butterfly leg of a men’s 400-yard medley
relay team in the 75-79 age group
for Walnut Creek Masters Swim
Team, setting a national record.
He has been swimming for the
Walnut Creek Masters for the last
27 years. At Flintridge in 1953,
Stan made All-American ranking
in the same relay event swimming
the 100-yard butterfly. He has
made All-American as a masters
swimmer and has won three national age group championships,
one in the 50-meter butterfly.

conversations. We discovered
we had the mutual friend at last
year’s reunion. The photo (below)
is of granddaughter Audrey and
me in Denver with my Cessna
150. I flew it to San Luis Obispo
for a family gathering in July. On
the way home, I ’turned left at
Albuquerque’ to go to Denver
to be with Audrey for ten days.
Great times. STEVE CANNELL’S
passing has left a huge hole in
our collective heart.” See remembrances of Steve on page 11.
1960

1955

JOHN BERGER, through The
H.N. & Frances C. Berger Foundation, donated a new wroughtiron fence for the lower campus
parking lot. The old chain link
fence was 40 years old, discolored, dented, and bowed. The
new fence improves aesthetics,
increases security, and provides a
uniform look to the perimeter of
the campus—particularly along
Foothill Boulevard, La Cañada’s
main thoroughfare and the side
of the school most visible to the
public.

1956

55th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

1958

As a representative of Yale, BILL
STORK recently attended the
inauguration of the new President
of USC. (See below.)

1958

1960

FRANK OLSON shared, “In
October, Ann and I attended a
memorial service in Lexington,
KY, for a friend who was also BOB
LAMSON’S roommate for three
years at Yale. Bob came to the
service; he and I enjoyed several

1961

50th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

After 40+ years practicing law,
39 with Los Angeles County
Counsel, and the last five years
as the County Counsel, RAY
FORTNER retired in March
2009. “I’m thoroughly enjoying
travelling the world with my wife,
Paula (founder and owner of Main
Street Travel of Seal Beach and
partner in Junction Africa), watching our four grandchildren grow,
visiting our daughters and their
husbands, and struggling with
my golf game. The photo (below)
is from our recent Singapore to
Dubai cruise. We took a long bus
ride to see Borobudur on Java on
a shore excursion from our ship
sailing from Bangkok to Sydney.
My best years of education were
my four years at Prep!”

in his own words

Larry LAnsburgh ’61

A

fter graduating, I went to
Pomona College, where I majored
in sociology and graduated in
1965. With the draft gobbling up
guys like me and sending us to
Vietnam, I went to Air Force Officer
Training School, reasoning that
Air Force officers didn’t have to
carry rifles through rice paddies. The Air Force quickly sent Second
Lieutenant Lansburgh to jungle warfare school. After learning how
to skulk through the underbrush and be proficient with several
different weapons, I received my orders—a year’s duty at a remote
radar site in Alaska. I never saw Southeast Asia.
After the Air Force, Captain Lansburgh (USAF, Retired) rode a
motorcycle from England to Yugoslavia, and then came back to
California to study photography at Brooks Institute in Santa
Barbara. Then I spent quite a few years in San Francisco, working
as an independent filmmaker and getting an Academy Award
nomination and an Emmy.
	In 1992, I moved to Nevada City, CA (population 3,000), and
married Sarah Jane Harper (Westridge class of 1962), whom I had
first met at a Flintridge-Westridge dance in my senior year.
My latest film project is a documentary I shot in an isolated and
pristine part of the Amazon rain forest in southeastern Ecuador.
During filming, I found myself on a remote river in a canoe with
several young indigenous men who were wearing red face paint
and feathered headdresses. They didn’t speak English, and I didn’t
speak their language, Achuar. But all of us could speak Spanish.
When they asked me how I had learned Spanish, I spent quite
a while telling them about one of the great teachers in my life, the
late Phil Acosta of Flintridge.
My classmates will not be surprised to learn that after my time
at Flintridge, my life was still filled with mistakes, errors of
judgment, and more embarrassing incidents than I can count, but
I won't mention those here. I’m now devoting much of my time
to speaking on college campuses around the country about the
Achuar people of Ecuador, and how they have managed to keep
the oil companies out of their pristine corner of the Amazon
rain forest.
For more information, please visit www.AmazonSpeaker.com,
my website, or email me at LMLansburgh@sbcglobal.net.

1961

TONY ACKER was in manufacturing for 25 years focusing
primarily in aerospace and defense, working in varied product
areas such as F-5 aircraft, Swiss
Co-Production/Offset Program.
He left manufacturing and went
into acting and has been a SAG
Member since 1994. He has had
a few screen credits, including

one reoccurring role on Disney’s
The Suite Life of Zack and Cody as
Norman the Doorman. He has also
been in several print and photo
advertisements for products such
as Stella Artois, Levi’s, McDonald’s,
and also several commercials,
including Chick-fil-A and Mars
Candies (which was filmed on location in South Africa).
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Gift annuity rates are up!

While interest rates are down,
earn more with a charitable gift annuity
with Flintridge Prep!
A gift annuity can guarantee an income stream for the rest of your life,
offer tax benefits, a tax deduction, and also support Flintridge Prep.
Gift annuities can be created with cash,
securities or real estate. Payment rates are based on age. Below are a few
examples of our guaranteed annual payment rates*:
Rates for an Individual
Two Lives—Joint and Survivor
				
Age
Rate
Younger
Older
Rate
65
5.5%
65
65-67
5.1%
68
5.7%
68
69-72
5.3%
NEW
70
5.8%
70
70-73
5.4%
HIGHER
73
6.1%
73
79-81
5.8%
RATES!
75
6.4%
75
79-80
5.9%
78
6.8%
78
79-80
6.1%
80
7.2%
80
85-86
6.6%
83
7.7%
83
85
6.9%
85
8.1%
85
88
7.4%
88
8.9%
88
88
7.8%

For more information, please call Yuki Jimbo,
Director of Development at 818.949.5524
or email: yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.
* Rates in effect through June 30, 2011.
Rates are set by the American Council on Gift Annuities.

1964

See John Plumb on page 13.

1965

BRUCE BROWN shared, “I
decided that I’m much better at
lawn bowling than coaching, so
I retired for the fourth time from
my head swimming coach position at Pomona-Pitzer. It became
too much like a job, and who
needs that?”
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1966 & 1967

45th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
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1968

1968

JIM WELCH continues with organ
concerts around the country. His
2010 performances included Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo in January; Aspen, CO, in February; and
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, San
Francisco, in June as part of San
Francisco Opera’s Wagner Ring
Cycle. His concert schedule is
always available on his website,
www.welchorganist.com. Jim is
currently writing a biography of
Richard Purvis, late organist of
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.
Pictured in photo above is Jim’s
family, Nicholas (12), Jim, Deanne,
and Jameson (11), at Yellowstone
National Park.

BILL MONNING currently
represents the 27th A.D. in the
California State Assembly. He
serves as Chair of the Assembly
Health Committee and sits on
the Judiciary, Environment, and
Toxics, Labor & Employment,
Joint Legislative Audit, and Arts,
Entertainment, Sports, Tourism,
and Internet Media Committees.
Bill represents parts of Monterey,
Santa Cruz, and Santa Clara counties. Bill and his wife, Dr. Dana
Kent, live in Carmel, California.
Their daughters, Laura and
Alexandra, are pursuing fulfilling
careers in San Francisco and Los
Angeles, respectively.

1971 & 1972

40th

Adventurer DAN CLEMENTS
recounts some peak experiences
in the article on page 9.

1972

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

JEFF BAYLESS is “Still living the
good life in Banks, OR, which is
20 miles west of Portland. I have
been happily married 35 years to
Jenny and we have five children
and two grandchildren. Four of
our children are college gradu-

1978

ROBERT PARKER had quite
a colorful 2010. He was the
kick-off presenter at a conference on “Magic and Meaning,”
a magician’s conference held in
Henderson, NV, where he shared
the stage with college presidents,
current and former university
faculty, and multiple-internationalaward-winning magicians. He
composed the festival anthem for
the 100th anniversary service at
Oneonta Congregational Church,
and won a commission from a
church in New Jersey to compose
an anthem for chorus, brass, and
handbells for Christmas. Keep up
with Robert’s musical adventures
at www.robertparkermusic.com.

1981 & 1982

30th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

1972

1981

1969

reunion

1967

ates and the fifth is still attending. We have a small three-acre
mini farm with a llama, sheep,
chickens, and a large garden. We
are in the center of Oregon wine
country if anyone wants to visit
and get the home tour. Jenny
and I play competitive tennis and
I surf at least once a week on the
Oregon coast.”
CASEY MANGAN shared,
“The picture (below) is of my son,
wife, and family (sister-in-law,
brother-in-law, and nephew) after
my son, Patrick, came in fifth in a
conference cross country meet,
with a time of 16:34 for three
miles. He is a senior at Barrington
High School in Illinois. He is
looking at Lawrence University,
Illinois Wesleyan, and American
University for next year, and is
considering running track and
cross country in college.”

STEVEN OPPENHEIM
recently became the Practice
Director at the Institute for Palliative Medicine in San Diego and
enjoys clinical practice, teaching, research, and administrative
direction of the practice group.
“I continue to pursue my passion
for world travel and wish I could
attend the reunion, but will be in
Asia at that time.”

SCOTT ALLEN emailed, “I can’t
believe that my oldest is now in
high school and that our 30-year
class reunion is in a few months!
Yikes! All is well here in Fullerton.
I’m spending time as a Scout
leader and trying to keep up with
the boys’ busy schedules. Life is
good! Here’s a picture (below) of
our family up at May Lake, Yosemite, on June 20, 2010. The lake
was still frozen and under several
feet of snow.”
1981

1976 & 1977

35th

reunion

1976

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

JOHN MOHL has been at True
Religion Brand Jeans for the
past three years. His older daughter, Stephanie, is a freshman at
Denison University in Ohio and
her sister, Jenna, is a senior at
Upland High School.

KIP FREYTAG shared, “The
year 2010 was one of records. We
went to Florida in January for a
’winter’ break from the snows and
cold of Northern California, and
ended up in the coldest temperatures in 40 years! We spent the
week running from ride to ride in
Disney World just to keep dry and
somewhat warm! Then I went to
Europe for a family 25th wed-

ding anniversary, where the May
weather was cold, windy, rainy,
and grey—the coldest May since
1941. I still ended up enjoying my
travels and taking over 500 photos of Berlin, Dresden, Prague,
and Nuremberg (even if the
majority of them are dark). Then,
expecting warm weather, we took
a three-week camping trip in
Oregon. Ah, another record cold
month! They hadn’t had such
cold temperatures in June for 30
years. It was somewhat drier than
in Europe in May, but for our hiking, we had an elevation limit of
around 5,200 feet, as any higher
got our trails snowed out. Oh
well, we enjoyed visiting college
friends, spending a week in the
Bend area, and went to Ashland
for a Shakespeare play. Otherwise, we took it easy this summer
with just long weekend trips.
Hope everyone else had a warm
and sunny summer!”

1982

DON SCHULZ emailed, “Well,
it’s been an odd last couple of
years. My home-based drum making business suffered a major hit
from the ’Great Recession.’ This,
combined with some unscrupulous businessmen in the real
estate market and major medical
bills for my wife, caused the loss
of our home of 15 years and a
filing for bankruptcy protection.
Yet somehow we bounced into
an even nicer home in the same
area. The business is taking a
new, more interesting turn, which
may not be as lucrative, but looks
to be infinitely more fulfilling in
the long run. Things aren’t easy
yet, but they’re easier, and we’re
hanging in there when many are
finding themselves homeless or
couch surfing. Thank heavens
Pam’s been in the same business
for almost 10 years now and it
shows no sign of slowing. In fact,
her line of work is actually beginning to show signs of benefit
from the recession. I’ve reconnected with some classmates on
Facebook, and it’s nice to see that
a few of us are still out there and
doing well. Still trying to reach
SUSAN ANDERSON and GREG
MAATZ.”

1983

NELSON GIBBS and his wife recently repatriated to Los Angeles
from Hyderabad, India, after living there for two years. “I was on
a long-term rotation for Deloitte
(the company I work for) to help
build our offshore integrated
resource teams and internal audit
practice. We really enjoyed our
time there, and the traffic here
doesn’t seem so bad anymore!”

1984

GARRETT OHARA reports that
daughter Kate, age 7, loves being
a second grader at St. Mark’s.
Garrett is looking forward to
joining Prep’s golf coach BOB
LOUGHRIE at the annual Golf
Tournament in May (for more
information see page 13 and the
inside back cover).

1986

25th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

MEGAN SCHUMACHER
BROWNE and her husband,
Michael, have three kids who
keep them motivated and active.
“Our son Ryan is in seventh grade
at Mayfield Junior School. He is a
member of the Colburn Children’s
Choir and is also working towards
becoming an Eagle Scout. Our
twins, Lindsay and Kevin, are in
third grade at separate schools.
Lindsay also attends Mayfield
Junior and is active in soccer and
scouts and has become quite the
accomplished artist. Kevin travels
to Buena Park to go to Speech
and Language Development
School for kids with differing
abilities. With their help we are
kicking his autism in the butt! He
is doing so well! I work part time
as a property manager and my
husband is the principal architect
on Cars Land at Disney’s California Adventure.”
TOM GILLESPIE said, “Hi
Guys! I am a professor in the Department of Geography at UCLA.
I do research on the distribution
of tropical plants and satellite
imagery. Stop by if you are on the
UCLA campus!”

1988

STEVE BATTAGLIA and his wife,
Una, had their fourth child in
April—their third boy in a row
after a daughter, who came first!
JULIE BENNIARDI GUNARA
is an interior designer and recently won a 2010 Hospitality Design
Award for creative achievement
and design in the fine dining
category for the restaurant Table
8 in Jakarta, Indonesia.
STEVE REA started a new
company called The Reserve
Group (www.TheReserveGroup.
com). “We provide acquisitions
and management for ultrapremium vineyards, wineries and
estates. We have put together a
team of experts who have experience growing and making wines
that have received as high as a
100-point score from wine critic
Robert Parker. They will help
clients develop their own distinctive brand. The second branch of
The Reserve Group will be compiling these brands, along with
some select, small-production
exceptional wines, and carrying
out international distribution. It’s
an exciting new venture that is
being very well received.”

1989

MATT HOLLINGSWORTH is
living in San Francisco with his
wife Yuka and son Toki Thomas
Hollingsworth, who was born
January 24, 2010 (see below).
Matt is a furniture designer for
Coalesse; his wife is a freelance
illustrator, working mostly with the
Old Navy graphic t-shirt department. Matt recently celebrated
the birthday of KIM THOMPSON
’88 with a bunch of Prep buddies including MICHAEL ABBEY,
KAREN SAVAGE MARTIN, and
MONIQUE HARRIS McCORD.
Matt also keeps in touch regularly
with ADAM ABERMAN, DENISE
OBRERO, and MARC WISOT.
1989
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Thanksgiving Open House
1989

Prep’s newest alumni returned to campus to compare
notes at the annual Alumni in College Reception on the
day before Thanksgiving. Hugs and shouts of recognition accompanied pastries and coffee as faculty and staff
stopped by to check on their former students and the
alums fanned out across the campus to reconnect with
friends. Bioengineering majors greeted drama majors,
football players mingled with football mascots, and all
embraced the many undecideds.
[1] Christine Bathke ’10, Kelsey Merchant ’10, Chris Ellis ’10,
and Natalie Weinstein ’10; [2] Dyllan Fernandez ’10, Deanna
Watson ’10, and Art Stetson; [3] Alice Gammill ’10, Jill
Marucut ’10, Chris Ellis ’10, and Kate Bork ’10; and [4] Josh
Lev ’10, Megan Musashi ’10, and Olivia Ouyang ’10.

1

3

2

4

Alumni Sports Day

1

2

3

Athletes always come ready to play—rain or
shine! At least they did at Alumni Sports Day
on Friday, December 17. Despite cold, wet
conditions, alumni played spirited games
of soccer, water polo, and girls’ and boys’
basketball. Alumni brought their A game in
soccer (3-2) and water polo (20-10), beating
the varsity teams. But in basketball, the score
was much closer. The ladies traded points
through the entire matchup, with the alumni
finally squeaking by with a 35-32 victory,
which included a half court shot by Deanna
Watson ’10 at the buzzer for half time. The
boys’ Varsity basketball team had a more
decisive victory against alumni, beating them
102-89, although the alumni were within 7
points of a victory at one point late in the
game. Between games and during halftimes,
alumni caught up with each other and with
their old coaches. Some alumni wouldn’t miss
a chance to come out and at least watch the
competitions, but other graduates are recent
converts. One young alum was overheard
saying, "I haven’t been back since graduation, but I’m ready to play!"
[1] Alumni soccer team; [2] alumni girls’
basketball team; [3] alumni water polo team;
and [4] alumni boys’ basketball. Also see
John Plumb ’64 and Giovanni Boschetti ’90
on page 13.

4
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1991

Join us on Facebook and visit
alumni.flintridgeprep.org to see
pictures of recent alumni events.

CYNTHIA VERGON
ROSENACKER lives in France
where she met up with Prep’s
French teacher Jacki WilliamsJones at the Brevent and Planpraz area in the Chamonix Valley.
(See above, left.)

1990

On September 16, 2010, at 9:00
sharp, DAMON ALDRICH and his
wife, Shelley, welcomed Reagan
Elizabeth, weighing 6 lbs., 6 oz.
Mom and baby are doing very
well, and Reagan’s 4-year-old sister, Autumn, is already protective
of “her baby.” (See below, left.)

1991

20th

reunion

SAVE THE DATE
May 14, 2011

DARRICK HEARN shared, “After
my restaurant’s location in Pasadena closed down, I relocated
with the company to one of our
San Diego branches and became
a managing partner at the Old
Town San Diego store. I love it at
the beach!”
JOANNE DOYLE PAULEY
emailed to say that “All is well in
Santa Monica. Our three kids are
growing up like crazy. This winter
they will be seven, five, and four!
Our eldest is in first grade and
the other two are close behind
in preschool. Above (center) is
1990

a picture of Truman, Channing,
and Gibson on their first day of
school. Also, I am happy to report
that my brother, BILL DOYLE, JR.
’98 is getting married this spring
in San Francisco! I hope everyone
is great!”
JEFFERSON STONE is
excited to announce the birth of
Matthew Turk Stone (see below,
center). He was born on Saturday,
September 4, 2010, has a shock
of red hair, and weighed in at 6
lbs. even. Mom and Dad are both
thrilled and totally exhausted!
PAM WOOD WOODARD
and her husband recently moved
to England, where he is working
as a flight doctor at RAF Lakenheath. They will be there for
three to four years, and plan to
do as much traveling as possible
around England. Unfortunately,
they won’t be able to make it
back to the reunion.

1992

JENNIFER RUBARDT BARBERIE
and her husband, Corey, welcomed their daughter, Caroline
Elizabeth, on August 10, 2010.
(See below, right.)
GENAH MURPHY BURDITT
is living in Northwest CO in the
small mountain town of Steamboat Springs with her husband,
Matt, an entrepreneur. Their son,
Catcher, is 5 and they have twin
daughters, Briar and Tamsyn,
1991

born three months early, on
Genah’s 35th birthday (09/09/09).
After university at UCSB and
a stint as a “ski bum” in Lake
Tahoe, Genah and Matt began
their “grown up” life in Colorado.
Matt is a corporate ingénue and
entrepreneur; Genah as an educational program director/curator
at Denver Museum of Nature &
Science. The Burditts relocated
to Steamboat Springs in 2007 in
order to grow and raise their family in a small town with abundant
recreational opportunities. Matt
and Genah recently opened a
sports consignment business
while maintaining Matt’s pursuits
in real estate and Genah’s in
children’s and science education
and writing. As of August 2010
everyone in the Burditt family
was happy and healthy, eagerly
anticipating Catcher attending
kindergarten and the growth and
development of their twin girls
and new business venture.

1993

SARA ANJARGOLIAN is touring
with her new book of photography, How We Live: Life on the
Margins in Armenia. The book
tells the story of nine families
struggling with poverty and living
along society’s edges. Sara lived
in Armenia from 2002 to 2004
while completing a Fulbright
scholarship. She returned to
1992

Armenia in 2009 to complete this
project. (See photo above, right.)
Sara is an attorney and a documentary photographer. Her work
focuses on visual storytelling and
humanitarian projects that seek
to drive social change. Visit www.
SaraAnjargolian.com.
ALINA DER SARKISSIAN has
turned her hobby of travel and
photography into a charitable
business to help a special cause.
She recently launched her business, Follow My Eyes, where she
makes framed prints and photo
cards with inspirational quotes.
Her goal is to partner with galleries and health care professionals
to promote her art work. Follow
My Eyes is dedicated to giving
back to eye care projects in
developing countries to provide
medical care for visually impaired
children and adults. Her products
are currently available at cafes in
Pasadena. Visit www.followmyeyes.org. She would love to hear
from you.
After many years working
on Internet media and journalism projects for non-profits and
research organizations (including
helping to organize a Congressional hearing on NAFTA, and
a project named #9 on Project
Censored’s top stories for 2009),
MICHAEL MANOOCHEHRI took
almost half a year off to backpack from London to Hong Kong
(mostly) by bus and train. He then
earned a master’s degree in information management and systems
from UC Berkeley’s School of
Information, along with a certificate in the management of
technology from the Haas School
of Business, in May 2010. During
school, he participated in several academic research projects,
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Double Up
with a matching gift!
Corporate matching gifts can boost the power of your donation.
Check with your employer about a company matching program or
contact Donna Merchant at dmerchant@flintridgeprep.org.

including spending a summer
in Uganda working on a project
sponsored by the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation. He also spent
some time working at a technology startup in San Francisco, and
exhibited a project at the 2009
Bay Area Maker Faire. Michael
recently moved from Berkeley
to San Francisco, and now works
for Google as an engineer in the
Developer Relations department,
supporting Google Apps and
cloud computing tools.

years as a Project Manager in
Corporate Engineering (a fancy
name for IT). “This past summer,
I brought my two boys to Prep
for their first time ever and we all
loved the campus. (See below.)
They were very intrigued to know
where I went to school. We are
expecting a baby girl on January
19, 2011, but before she comes,
I planned a short December
NBA road trip with SAM
AHMADPOUR.”

1994

WENDY LYNN WINET BOYD
and her husband, Ally, were
delighted to welcome their first
child, Elijah Stephen Boyd, into
the world on September 15, 2010.
The little rascal (whose middle
name is after Wendy’s grandfather
Stephen, whom many at Prep
knew) showed up four and a half
weeks early, but he and mommy
were home in five days. He is
doing well and eating voraciously! (See below.)
1994

JOHN ONDERDONK,
Caltech’s Director of Sustainable
Programs, is part of a group of
classmates who are riding a trail
less traveled; see the the article
on page 4. John was featured in a
page one article of the Pasadena
Star News in November.

1995

MARK LOUIE is living in Santa
Clara within a few miles of his
brother, MIKE ’98, and sister,
EMILY ’99, and has been working for Google for the past five
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1995

1997

ALEX BLECKSMITH attended the
wedding of LAURA PRICKETT
’02 on October 23 in Pasadena.
See picture under 2002.
JACQUELINE EPLEY married
Theodore Tegart at the Pasadena
Museum of California Art on
October 16, 2010. REV. Michael
Roffina performed the ceremony, ANNE WULLSCHLAGER
provided a reading, and KARIN
MUSHEGAIN sang for the first
dance. Other Prep alumni in
attendance included MICHELLE
HEESEMAN ALTMAN, WHITNEY
RAILSBACK HRDLICKA ’98,
LORIG MUSHEGAIN ’92,
LAUREN O’BYRNE ’99, and
ANDREW WILSON. (See below.)
1997

Jacqueline and Ted, who met
while playing coed softball, traveled to Costa Rica over the New
Year for their honeymoon. They
are living in Bungalow Heaven
with two German shorthaired
pointers, Abbie and Freddie,
who are named for characters
from Young Frankenstein.
MICHELLE HEESEMAN
married Eric Altman at the City
Club in San Francisco on September 5, 2010. Michelle’s sister,
NICOLE HEESEMAN HERCZ
’91, was matron of honor, and
KARIN MUSHEGAIN, Michelle’s
“best friend since the first day
of seventh grade” and bridesmaid, sang during the ceremony.
Prep alums CARA GARDNER
BATES ’96, SYLVIA ANJARGOLIAN KOTIKIAN, ANDREA
MANDELLA, and JACQUELINE
EPLEY TEGART also attended.
Michelle and Eric met at the San
Jose Airport and share a love
of Stanford—the Stanford Band
performed at their wedding and
the groom, the former drum
major, conducted! The couple
(see below) honeymooned at
Oktoberfest in Munich, then
Prague, Berlin, Amsterdam, and
the Rhine River Valley.
1997

NOEL AGOSTON LOPEZFREEMAN and her husband,
Roberto, are excited to share
the birth of their son, Joaquin
Roberto Lopez-Freeman, born on
September 13, 2010 (see below).
He weighed 5 lbs., 12 oz. and
measured 19 inches. Following
the birth of their son, Noel left her
position as director of children’s
intensive mental health services
and is excited to stay at home
full-time. They continue to live
in Cincinnati while her husband
finishes his residency in emergency medicine.

Rex. Walking with Dinosaurs was
the fourth-highest grossing tour
of 2009, behind U2, AC/DC, and
Bruce Springsteen. (See below.)
1998

Have Questions
about Your Career?

1997

CHRISTIAN VOLQUARTZ
currently lives in Marina Del Rey
and is vice president of operations for McCartney Multimedia
Inc. (a West Coast-based advertising and marketing agency). He
made partner at the ad agency
at the end of 2008, and recently
purchased his first home by
the beach.
ANDREW WILSON lives
in Chicago where he is a vice
president of a private equity firm
focused in commercial real estate.
He lives downtown, loves the city,
and lives close to his family, who
migrated back to Chicago. If any
Prep alums are in the area or just
want to get in touch, contact him
at a.rotter.wilson@gmail.com.

1998

For the past three years, CHAD
COLTON has been on tour with
Walking with Dinosaurs, a live
theatrical show that plays 7,000seat arenas throughout North
America and Europe. Based on
the popular BBC miniseries, the
production has a cast of 15 with a
crew of 70 and features life-size,
detailed, free-moving dinosaurs,
including a 40-foot-tall Brachiosaurus. As head performer, Chad
auditions and supervises actors
and plays the baby Tyrannosaurus

FLORA PAPPAS married Pete
Darby on August 28, 2010, in San
Francisco. Flora and Pete met at
Colgate University and reunited
in Los Angeles five years ago.
Prep alumni bridesmaids included
REAGAN HOLMES and KELLY
TAYLOR. Also in attendance were
BILL DOYLE, LINDSEY KEEGAN,
and NIGEL PRETTY. (See picture
below.)
1998

1999

MICHELLE BLANCHOT STEFFENS
shared, “Braden William Steffens
(pictured below) was born on
June 6, 2010. He was 7 lbs., 14 oz.,

Visit my.FlintridgePrep.org and
connect with an alum today.

Eager to share
your Expertise?
Whether you graduated 20, 30,
or 40 years ago, there are alums
who are seeking advice from
graduates like you.

Join Prep’s online network
to meet alum mentors like these
LAW

Science

Mabell Aguilar ’83: Associate General
Counsel, Apple Inc.
Oversees the operations and business
affairs of the law department and advises
the company on a wide variety of issues
including international matters, distribution, and operations.

Benjamin Naecker ’05: Neuroscience
Research Assistant, University of Texas,
Austin
Studies 3D motion processing in the visual
system, focusing on how and where the
information from each eye is combined to
form a unified 3D perception of the world.

Law Enforcement & Public Safety

Interior Design

Taneka Shehee ’89: Supervising Deputy
Probation Officer, Los Angeles County
Probation Department
Supervises the work of deputy probation
officers engaged in professional probation
work involving the investigation or supervision of delinquent juveniles and/or adults
convicted of violations of law.

John Wong ’85: CEO, HFS Concepts 4
Interior design, interior architecture,
purchasing, and renovation for the
hospitality industry.

Sign up today!

1999

and 20 in. long. Big sister Haley
was so excited to meet Braden
after waiting nine long months
for him to arrive. She turned
four years old just a week after
her brother was born. Braden
is extremely sweet and mellowtempered, and he’s the perfect
addition to our growing family!”

2000

LUCAS BARGER is currently
serving as Captain in the US
Army, stationed in Germany.
While serving in Iraq, Lucas was
awarded a Bronze Star for his
exceptionally meritorious service as a platoon leader while
conducting combat operations,
“contributing immeasurably to
the success of the building of a

free and democratic nation for
the citizens of Iraq and to the
efforts to win the global war on
terrorism.”
KATY NOLL is currently residing in Las Cruces, NM, and is
expecting to graduate with her
EdD in educational leadership,
administration, and policy from
Pepperdine University in June
2011.
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Alumni Reception

Prep Golf Tournament

in Chicago

May 2, 2011
La Cañada Country Club and Golf Course

January 24, 2011
6:30–8:30 pm
THE DRAKE HOTEL

The annual tournament and barbeque is
sponsored by the Fathers Club. Proceeds
benefit the John Plumb ’64 Endowment
Fund in support of faculty enrichment
programs.

Alumni Reception

in Washington, DC
February 24, 2011
6:30–8:30 pm
Old Ebbitt Grill

Parents of Alumni
Reception for classes

1991-2002

April 28, 2011
Flintridge Preparatory School Campus

For more information, or to request an
invitation if you live outside the Southern California area, contact Barbara Ealy,
Director of Special Events at bealy@
flintridgeprep.org or call 818.790.1178.

Reunion Day

May 14, 2011
Flintridge Preparatory School Campus
Celebrating Reunions for Classes 
1941, 1946, 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966 & 1967,
1971 & 1972, 1976 & 1977, 1981 & 1982, 1986,
and 1991

Volunteers welcome!
There are several opportunities to contribute to the school in meaningful ways, such
as speaking at Senior Horizons, assisting the College Counseling Office, mentoring,
helping with the Annual Fund phonathon, coordinating reunions, coaching, collecting
classnotes for PrepTalk, becoming a class agent, judging the science fair, etc. Please
contact Jacqueline Epley Tegart at alumni@flintridgeprep.org if you are interested in
volunteering.

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or by phone, 818.949.5526. You
may also use the online Alumni Information Update form or mail to Jacqueline Epley
Tegart, Director of Alumni Relations, Flintridge Preparatory School, 4543 Crown Avenue,
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011, fax 818.790.7406. Email digital images (JPEG or TIF file
format, 300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni
Relations. News and photos may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages,
depending on image quality and space availability.
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JESSICA NG married Matt
Comer in Culver City in August,
2010. Some Prep alums in attendance included her brother, JON
NG ’98 (groomsman), LAURA
O’CONNOR PANDYA (matron
of honor), JANET YAVROUIAN
(maid of honor), KELLY THOMAS
(bridesmaid), JENNY KIDD,
BRIANNE TANG, SAM TYRE,
MARC HAMUD ’01, and DAVID

O’CONNOR ’99. “We had an
amazing day with family and
friends...and our donut wall.
We’ve moved to London where
I’m studying womenswear design
at the London College of Fashion
and Matt is continuing his career
in design. We won’t be able
to make the 10 year reunion,
but hope everyone is well!”
(See picture left.)

2002

2001

Al u m n i C a le n d a r 2 0 1 1
DREW PRICKETT attended
the wedding of his sister, LAURA
’02, on October 23, 2010, in
Pasadena. Please see photo listed
under 2002.

2001

HEATHER BARBOD recently
moved to New York and is trying
to conquer the world of travel,
food, wine, and spirits from a
little (growing) office in the city.
“I would love to connect with any
New York Prep alumni.”
PHILIP BOBBS is managing
an elite private dining club called
The Tower Club in Northern
Virginia just outside of Washington, DC. He recently went on a
10-day trek in Israel and rode a
camel. He was in Cleveland with
his family for Christmas, which he
half-jokingly claims is superior to
Los Angeles.
	High school sweethearts ELANA
FISHMAN and IAN POCOCK
were married on August 28, 2010,
at Castle Green in Pasadena.
Ian and Elana first met at Prep
on the seventh grade trip, and
after going their separate ways
for college (Brown University and
Oberlin College, respectively),
were reunited in San Francisco
in 2007. Of their wedding (see
below) Elana shares, “It was a
beautiful outdoor ceremony in
our old stomping grounds of Old
Town Pasadena. We shared our
day with friends and family from
around the world and danced
all night to a friend’s band from
Nashville.” Classmates VINCENT
MATEUS and TOREY RUBIN
were in attendance along with
GREG MEHDI ’03 and
DAVID FISHMAN ’05. The couple lives in Connecticut, where
Elana is finishing her last year of
business school at the Yale School
of Management and Ian works
as the Special Projects Director
for the Economic Development
Corporation of New Haven.
2001

PAUL GRANIERI married
Christy Westcott on September
4, 2010, in Sammamish, WA, near
Seattle. (See above.) They both
graduated from the University
of San Diego in 2005. Paul and
Christy live in Pasadena and both
work in downtown LA—Paul
as an institutional stockbroker
and Christy as an attorney. The
wedding was an incredible
time, as was the honeymoon
in Tahiti. Christy and Paul will
always remain very close to Paul’s
friends from Prep. STEPHEN
DEFAZIO was best man and
CHRISTOPHER COLE officiated.
Groomsmen included DAVID
POEHLER, CONNOR O’BYRNE
’02 and OMAR DITTU ’02. Other
Prep alumni in attendance were
classmates TIM GUILANIANS,
BRENDAN KELLEY, NICOLE
LOOMIS, MICHAEL NIJJAR, and
CHRISTIAN SWEGAL, along with
JEFF DEFAZIO ’02, ALLISON
MAGINN ’02, CASSIE DUWE
’03, APRIL HO ’03, and CAITLIN
O’BYRNE ’06.
KEN KIM proposed to
SHAUNA FRASER on May 1,
2010, in Malibu (see below). They
are planning a wedding for
October 2011 in Altadena. They
currently live in Hermosa Beach.
Shauna is an attorney at Lewis
2001

Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith, LLP,
and Ken is in his second year of
the Marshall MBA program at USC.
BRITT SASAKI married Thomas
Nagelmeyer in Pasadena on
January 3, 2010 (see below). They
met while they were both living
in Germany, and are currently
stationed at Fort Knox, KY, where
Tom is serving as a Captain in
the US Army, and Britt is enjoying life as a telecommuter. Britt
has worked for Pricewaterhouse
Coopers as a commercial real
estate consultant since graduating from USC in 2005. In attendance at their wedding were
Prep alums (pictured left-right)
SARAH KING KRAUSZER
and ELLEN CHOI, co-maids of
honor; CHRISTINE WANG TSAI,
LEANNE STEIN, and KELLOG
BRENGEL. Not pictured, but in
attendance, were KELLY LOGAN
RYAN, SANJEET NIJJAR ’96,
and EDDY CHOI ’96.

2001

2002

On September 4, 2010, JEFF
DEFAZIO, OMAR DITTU,
ALLISON MAGINN, and
CONNOR O’BYRNE attended
the wedding of PAUL GRANIERI
’01. Omar and Connor were
groomsmen. Please see photo
listed under 2001.

It’s easy.

donate
online
supportprep.flintridgeprep.org
Prep now accepts American Express and Discover,
as well as MasterCard and Visa.

ANTHONY FLYNN (see
below) is having great success
with his new company, YouBars.
com. See the details in the
note from his brother, DENNIS
FLYNN ’05.

Laura, JENNIFER HEIL, ERIN
PRICKETT ’06, WHITNEY HEIL ’06,
CHRIS CORRADINI ’03, ANSLEY
ORONA ’06, ALEX BLECkSMITH
’97, BRADY THOMSON ’06,
MICHAEL McDONNELL ’06,
MEGAN KIMBLE ’04, DREW
PRICKETT ’00, REV. Michael
Roffina (who co-officiated the
wedding).

2003
2002

LAUREN HARTFORD KERWIN
had a busy 2010. “In May I
graduated from New York Medical College in Westchester, NY.
In June I married Michael Kerwin
at the Four Seasons in Westlake
Village. Bridesmaids included
Prep alumnae BECKY GROSS
and MICHELLE KHODADIAN.
In July I started my internal medicine year of residency at North
Shore Long Island Jewish Medical
Center in New York. By July 2011,
I will begin my four-year residency
in radiology at Morristown
Memorial Hospital in NJ. I hope
to specialize in neuroradiology
or interventional radiology.”
(Picture below.)
2002

	On October 23, LAURA
PRICKETT married Patrick
Nunnelly in Pasadena. Many
Prep alums were at the wedding
including (pictured above, left to
right): JEFF DEFAZIO, KRISTEN
GADEL, DAVID HUDSON,
KRISTEN PATCHETT, DONNA
LEE, CHRISTOPHER BRENGEL,

KEAGAN BUCHANAN is a political appointee in the Department
of Health and Human Services
Administration on Aging. He
works as a confidential assistant
to the undersecretary and is planning on attending law school in
the fall of 2011.
CHRIS CORRADINI attended
the wedding of LAURA PRICKETT
’02, on October 23, 2010, in
Pasadena. Please see photo listed
under 2002.
	On September 4, 2010,
CASSIE DUWE and APRIL HO
attended the wedding of PAUL
GRANIERI ’01. Please see photo
listed under 2001.
JESSICA MARTER-KENYON
shared, “I just finished my MSc in
environment and development at
the London School of Economics.
Randomly enough, SARAH WATT
was also doing her MSc in local
economic development in the
same department (geography
and environment), and it was
great to reconnect with each
other and to have a familiar face
in London. I’m now moving to
rural Rwanda to begin a two-year
post working for One Acre Fund,
where I’ll be heading up their
monitoring and evaluation department—measuring the impact
of their agricultural development
programs. If anyone from Prep
travels to East Africa, I would love
it if they visited me!”
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In Memoriam
2004

ALLISON BARLOW CHANEY
and Nathaniel Chaney were
married on July 17, 2010, in Los
Angeles. Following the wedding,
they backpacked the John Muir
Trail (210 miles) and now live in
Princeton, NJ.
2004

MEGAN KIMBLE attended
the wedding of LAURA PRICKETT ’02, on October 23, 2010, in
Pasadena. Please see photo listed
under 2002.
ANDY SINCLAIR helped
coach JEFF WAGNER ’07 to
victory with the Claremont-MuddScripps football team against
Whittier College for the 2010 CMC
Homecoming. Jeff got some playing time and did very well.
	In December, BEN TEITELBAUM embarked on a five-month
journalism internship program in
Tel Aviv, Israel.

2005

After graduating in economics
(finance) and taking an extra
year of courses, KRISTIE FINCH
began her first “real” job this fall.
She is an audit associate at Larson
& Rosenberger LLP, the fifth
largest insurance auditing firm
in the West.
DENNIS FLYNN joined YouBars.com, a company that was
created in 2006 by his brother,
ANTHONY FLYNN ’02, and their
mother, Ava Bise. The company,
which makes customized energy
bars, has enjoyed phenomenal
success since its inception, having
been featured in the New York
Times (2008), NPR (2008), The
Today Show (2009), Good Morning America (2009), ABC (2009),
NBC (2009), FOX News (2009), E!
Entertainment (2009), and most
recently on the Cooking Channel
on the new hit show, Foodcrafters
(2010). As the company is growing so rapidly, Dennis and JOEL
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LIPMAN ’02 have joined the
team full-time to help take the
company to the next level! Also
closely involved with the company are CHRISTIAN NEWTH ’02
and ADAM MANSFIELD ’02.
Christian, who is currently earning his MBA at USC, interned at
YouBar, while Adam has been
instrumental in helping develop
much of YouBars’ online video
content (while also working
full-time on the hit network TV
show, The Bachelor). (Please see
photo under 2002).
TIM HALLERAN lives with
his girlfriend, Katie Pace, in San
Antonio, TX, and works as a staff
scientist for STC Environmental
Services.
SCOTT HOFER lives in
Chicago, where he works as a
bond trader.
BRETT KANDA became a
professional golfer upon his
graduation from UNLV. His UNLV
team played in the NCAA Division I National Championships in
Chattanooga. Brett’s academic
honors included being named a
four-year Mountain West Conference Academic All-American and
a two-time Cleveland Gold/Srixon
Academic All-American.
SCOTT KINDER now has a
job, a dog, a cat, three goldfish,
a guinea pig, a saltwater fish tank,
two chickens, two turtles, and a
Berkeley degree!
Swarthmore students SARAH
PETERSON and SIMONE FRIED
’06 collaborated on an article,
“Kittens! Inspired By Kittens!
Undergraduate Theorists Inspired
by YouTube” which was published
in the September 2010 issue of
Language Arts.
MEGAN STANTON is back
in Southern California after
graduating and teaching for a
year in Berkeley. She just started
at UCLA Law School on a Dean’s
Scholarship.
	Upon her move back to Los
Angeles, MAEIA ZIMMERMAN
began working as a performance
artist for Insomniac, a festival
production company that throws
some of the biggest music festivals in North America such as the
Electric Daisy Carnival, the Nocturnal Festival, and Audiotistic.

2006

In the spring of 2009, SIMONE
FRIED and SARAH PETERSON
’05 found themselves enrolled
in the same nine-person Honors
seminar on Literacy Research at
Swarthmore College. The class
coauthored an article, “Kittens!
Inspired By Kittens! Undergraduate Theorists Inspired by YouTube” which has been published
in the September 2010 issue of
Language Arts, a journal for educators published by the National
Council of Teachers of English.
GRACE LILIENTHAL (see
below) is now serving in Kigali,
Rwanda, for 8 to 12 months as
Prison Fellowship International’s
2010-2011 Kolbe Fellow. PFI is an
international NGO that intervenes
in the lives of criminals, ex-criminals, and victims of crime. Prison
Fellowship Rwanda focuses on
crime prevention, reconciliation,
and transformation in the wake
of the 1994 genocide. Grace is
researching the events surrounding the genocide and its impact
in Rwanda and in neighboring
countries, interviewing perpetrators and victims involved in the
conflict, and implementing programs centered on reconciliation
and reform in Rwanda’s capital
city of Kigali and in the surrounding villages. A week before her
flight overseas, Grace visited Prep
and was inspired and uplifted by
the encouraging words of the
faculty and staff, who remain a
memorable and significant part
of her life. She would love to hear
from her fellow alums. Reach her
at gracelilienthal@gmail.com.
2006

	On September 4, 2010,
CAITLIN O’BYRNE attended the
wedding of PAUL GRANIERI ’01.
Please see photo listed under
2001.

ERIN PRICKETT attended
the wedding of her sister, LAURA
’02, on October 23, 2010, in
Pasadena. Other classmates
in attendance were WHITNEY
HEIL, MICHAEL McDONNELL,
ANSLEY ORONA, and BRADY
THOMSON. Please see photo
listed under 2002.
MARK RODLI moved to
Chicago in August and is in the
Gallo Management Development
Program, currently working in
field marketing management.

2007

RAINE HOOVER is in her senior
year at Stanford and will graduate with a degree in international
history. She spent the last quarter
of her junior year at the Stanford
program in Madrid. She was
awarded membership in Phi
Beta Kappa this year, is a happy
member of Alpha Epsilon Phi (a
Jewish sorority), and is looking
forward to graduation with some
trepidation. Raine has continued
acting, performing in one or more
productions at Stanford almost
every quarter. She will be applying to various MFA programs
around the country with an eye to
a career in theater.
While finishing his senior year
at SMU, DREW TITUS enjoys his
job with the Texas Rangers. “My
official title was Visiting Clubhouse Attendant, which means
I take care of whoever is playing
the Rangers in Texas (laundry,
food, errands, etc.). I had the
opportunity to work during the
2010 playoffs, and even got to
be the batboy for the New York
Yankees in the American League
Championship Series. After the
Rangers won that series, they
went on to the World Series to
host the San Francisco Giants.
Even though it was sad to see the
Rangers lose, it was a once-in-alifetime opportunity to be a part
of a World Series Championship
Champagne celebration in our
visiting clubhouse.”
NICK WEINSTEIN is a senior
at Occidental College. He is
currently the President of SAE
Fraternity and was previously
the President of Panhellenic. He
worked as an intern at ESPN last
summer and loved it!

JAMES WOOLLEY is a senior
at Trinity University where he is
majoring in English. He is also a
student athlete and in September
was the “Spotlight Athlete of the
Month” at his school for his accomplishments in cross country.

2008

ERIC JOHNSON is majoring in
Mandarin and minoring in economics at Tufts University. He is
spending his junior year in Beijing
in a language program.
NICK LOUI managed to go
to London three times in 2010: in
January, to work on marketing for
a social enterprise called Mend;
for fun during spring break; and
in the summer to study at the
London School of Economics.
He also traveled with his family
to Peru and Ecuador to see Machu
Picchu and the Galapagos Islands.

2009

MAGUIRE HAIGH is enjoying
his sophomore year at the Leeds
School of Business at the University of Colorado. He loves Boulder and is enjoying the mountains
and beautiful outdoors there.
He frequently sees his buddies
JOEL BRYANT and CONNER
VERREAUX.
J.T. TREADWELL made the
Dean’s List spring semester of
his freshman year at Skidmore
College…and he loves it there.

2010

ANDY DAVIS has become the
mascot for the University of
Colorado at Boulder. (See below.)
2010

STEPHEN J. CANNELL ’60, who passed away
September 30, 2010, is remembered by the
Prep community on page 11.
TED MICHAEL FORD ’61, an Army veteran
of the Vietnam War who earned a Bronze
Star for action, passed away on June 26, 2010.
Michael was a recording industry finance
executive for Capital Records, United Artists,
and Motown. He held an MBA from USC and
later worked in real estate sales and finance. He
was a world traveler who enjoyed backpacking,
skiing, and scuba diving. He leaves his life
partner, Janet Babb.
L. Boyd Higgins, former trustee, passed
away October 15, 2010. See page 10.
WILLIAM E. LEWIS ’55 died on October 15,
2010. As a senior, Bill was business manager of
the yearbook, which was dedicated to English teacher Mr. LeRoy Smith. He wrote in Mr.
Smith’s LOG: “To Mr. Smith: You are the person
that I think helped our class out of the slump
we had been in our first two years. I want to
sincerely thank you for your leadership and
guidance.” A resident of Arcadia, he is survived
by his wife, Barbara.
DOROTHY LINDSEY, mother of John Lindsey
’89, passed away in May, 2010. She is also
survived by her husband, Dr. William Lindsey.
JOHN WALLACE “WALLY” MacKENZIE
’50 passed away September 18, 2010. Wally
graduated from Stanford in 1956, following
two years of service in the Navy during the
Korean War. He spent nearly 30 years of his
career at IBM, most of it as a consulting systems
engineer where he specialized in banking. He
later managed the Mackenzie Group, where
he led strategic and organizational planning
sessions for a variety of companies. He pursued
his favorite hobbies of auto racing, sailing, and
Stanford women’s basketball with tremendous
passion. He leaves his wife, Vera, sister, Sheila,
three children, and five grandchildren.
CHARLES MARKHAM ’41, MD, passed away
at his home in Santa Barbara on November 16,
2010. His parents, Fred and Maziebell, were
among the families who helped Prep during
the depression years when Charlie and his late
brother, Dick ’43, were students. One of the
first members of the faculty of UCLA Medical School, Charlie specialized in clinical and
laboratory neuroscience. He was one of the first
American doctors to use L-dopa and dopamine
compounds in the treatment of Parkinson’s

disease, and worked with astronauts in zerogravity. Upon his retirement in 1995, UCLA
created a chair in his honor; he then founded a
lab at UCSB, investigating the effects of alcohol
on balance and eye movements. He leaves his
wife, Lisa, six children, eight grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.
JAMES EDWARD “TED” MUNROE ’40
passed away on Balboa Island on May 27,
2010. His daughter, Kathy Munroe Brittingham,
sent in this snippet from his life history: “Ted
graduated as senior class president in 1940.
He was honored as the ’Outstanding Student
of the School’ in both academics and athletics. A news clipping from the Pasadena Star,
when Ted was 16 years old, reads, ’Sailing is
Ted’s favorite hobby but he hopes to someday
make good as an engineer and he would like
to attend either Cornell or Stanford University.
He names Fay Penberthy ’39 as the best athlete
in his school.’ Sailing, his engineering company
(Paul-Munroe Hydraulics, Inc.), Stanford, his
friends and family would become the primary
focuses of Ted’s life. He golfed, sailed, and attended a Stanford football dinner the last week
of his life, living each moment to the fullest, as
he lived his life.”
Environmentalist JAMES B. RUCH ’52 died
on June 17, 2010. He was an expert on land
use, fish, and wildlife. While working for the US
Secretary of the Interior, he helped write the
Endangered Species Act, and worked for the
US Bureau of Land Management, the California
Department of Fish and Game, and the Grand
Canyon Trust. Jim’s involvement in the environmental education community included establishing programs in Colorado as well as the
Project Wild program. He was the author of the
California Fish and Wildlife Plan and the Grand
Canyon Protection Act. Most recently a rancher
in Ojai, CA, Jim enjoyed fishing, birding, hunting, single malt scotch, a funny story, travel with
his friends and family, and the difficult work of
making the world a better place. He was also
a poet, and is survived by his wife of 54 years,
Sandra, three daughters, four grandchildren,
and his brother, Peter.
JOSIE RUCH passed away on June 10, 2010,
followed by her husband, WILLIAM RUCH,
on July 28, 2010. Parents of history teacher
Mr. John Ruch and grandparents of Anne ’08,
George ’02, and Margaret ’04, the Ruchs were
married for 68 years. Other survivors include
John’s siblings William Ruch, Jeff Ruch, and
Joann King, and eight more grandchildren.
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Become a member
of the Lowery Society!
Flintridge Preparatory School established the
Doane M. Lowery Society in 2005 to recognize

Special thanks to Susan Bleecker Roffina

individuals who remember the school in their
estate plans or through other deferred giving
arrangements.
Doane M. Lowery
Founder and First President
Flintridge Preparatory School

Prep Golf
Tournament
Monday, May 2

Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Society perpetuates Lowery’s legacy
and commitment to excellence and student
development. Individuals who take the step to
include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans will be
honored as members of the Lowery Society.
To make a lasting contribution to Flintridge Prep,
please contact Yuki Jimbo, Director of Development,
at 818.949.5524 or yjimbo@flintridgeprep.org.

La Cañada Flintridge
Country Club

Match up with friends
and former teachers on the
fairways, and give your best
shot for a hole in one to win a
2011 Audi A6.
Enjoy cocktails, dinner, silent
auction, and awards.

11:00 AM registration
Hole in one prizes courtesy of Liz
Rusnak-Arizmendi of Rusnak Auto
Group, and David Lee Jewelers.
Proceeds benefit the John Plumb ’64
Endowment Fund in support of faculty
enrichment programs.
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Flintridge Preparatory School offers a rigorous,
moral, and intimate learning environment,
nurturing in its students the skills, knowledge,
values, and inspiration essential to a rewarding
college experience, a lifelong embrace of
education, a devotion to community, and a full
and responsible life.
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