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Alumni
and their
Families,
Parents of
Alumni

Alumni Family Picnic
Crawford Family Gym and Jim Wood Memorial Field
11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
It’s a family affair! This exciting new event includes a picnic
lunch, games, raffles, campus tours and a chance to catch up
with alumni of all ages. Don’t miss it!

Reunions for Classes ’54, ’59,
’63–65, ’69, ’74, ’79, ’84, ’89, ’94 and ’99
Ahmanson Plaza
5:00–8:00 p.m.
Celebrate your milestone reunion and catch up with classmates on Prep’s campus for drinks, food and fun!

Reunion
Classes

Golf Tournament
& Dinner
La Cañada Flintridge Country Club
11:00 a.m. check-in
7:00 p.m. dinner, silent auction & entertainment
This fun event includes the golf
tournament, on-course refreshments,
luncheon, dinner, silent auction and
entertainment. The Hole in One
prize is a Cadillac CTS furnished by
Crestview Cadillac.
Contact:
Barb Ealy
(bealy@flintridgeprep.org)

Contact: Jacqueline Epley Tegart ’97 (jtegart@flintridgeprep.org)

Everyone

Where in the world is PrepTalk?
Are you planning a picnic at Machu Picchu, a trek across the
Great Wall or a cruise down the Danube? Share your travel
photos with us. Just pack your PrepTalk—perfect for reading
on the plane—and take a photo of yourself with the magazine
at monuments on your vacations and business jaunts.
Email your snapshots to alumni@flintridgeprep.org.
We’ll cull the photos and share them throughout the year. Let’s
see how far around the globe PrepTalk can travel.
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From the Headmaster
It all started with a creative look at our middle school
science curriculum. Seventh grade teacher Hilary
Thomas and Science Fair coordinator Laura Kaufman
agreed that the fair should be anchored in the 7th
grade, but they asked: What research using the scientific
method should 8th graders undertake?
Hilary had the answer. Each 8th grader should
design a community project focused, not simply on
effort, but on measurable impact. As we watched several
years of 8th graders engage with outside organizations,
and often continue their commitments in the following
years, we decided that all high school students should
be afforded a similar experience. We wanted to replace
the traditional community service requirements with
a more reflective opportunity for students to determine
sincerely their personal visions of community impact
and attempt to measure the results. The Edward E. Ford
Foundation trustees in New York loved the idea, which
they hoped would serve as a model for other schools,
and offered to underwrite expenses.
So in the fall of 2012, with the inspired leadership
of new teacher Heather Clark and Grady Willard ‘14,
then a junior, we launched a Community Impact Fair
on the lower campus, inviting students to visit with
numerous San Gabriel Valley public service organizations, hoping to whet appetites for altruistic work that
really makes a difference. To assure an ongoing support
system, Heather and the students designed the
Student Community Action Council. Last week, as
I walked through the hallway, I read posters from SCAC
announcing multiple volunteer opportunities with
partners throughout the Pasadena area. Recently, I sat
with my 9th grade advisees as they entered reflections
into their electronic impact portfolios.
A few years ago, when we created the Idea Lab and
presented it to the Ford Foundation, we imagined an
entrepreneurial side of campus fueled, not by top-down
administrative policy, but by creative, idealistic initiatives
conceived, designed and executed by teacher and
student passions. In the world of community impact,
we’ve found our model.
Peter Bachmann, Headmaster
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THE EVOLUTION
OF COMMUNIty
SERVICE
FROM MEASurING HOUrS
TO MEASuriNG IMPACT
by Bailey Shiffler

In 2012, Flintridge Prep’s decision to
extend the idea of community impact
projects as an Idea Lab initiative, while
simultaneously doing away with its
longstanding community service hour
requirement, left some scratching their
heads.
Just two years later, the move
makes perfect sense.
Says Headmaster Peter Bachmann:
“We wanted to create an environment
in which students are free to discover
and pursue sincere passions in the
community.”
3

The evolution from an hours-based
community service program to an
impact-based one has allowed exactly
that. The student body is learning more
about compassion, empathy and giving
back than ever before. Led by a studentrun organization, the Student Community
Action Council, or SCAC, the new
system encourages students to volunteer with purpose, and as faculty advisor
Heather Clark says, “to quantify impact
instead of time.”
For decades, giving back to the
greater community has been a priority
at Flintridge Prep. It is ingrained in the
fabric of the school: from middle school

community service days to incorporating
service in curriculum, on student trips
and through peer counseling. Many
service-oriented clubs have raised
thousands of dollars for charities across
the city, country and abroad. The 13
service-oriented clubs on campus
were doing great work, but scheduling
conflicts and the large number of causes
and clubs prevented many students,
especially middle schoolers, from fully
participating.
Enter SCAC. In the 2012-2013 school
year, Grady Willard ’14 was appointed
to a new Student Senate post: Commissioner of Community and Culture. The

new position coincided with the school’s
intent to move toward a passion-driven
community service program, and it was
no coincidence that Willard had won his
8th grade Science Fair for his community impact project, or CIP. In the inaugural year of CIPs, Willard completed two
projects: he tutored students at Don
Benito Fundamental School for the Pasadena Unified District spelling bee, and
he organized a drive for children in the
pediatrics ward at Huntington Hospital.
Willard has since been an ambassador
for community service, volunteering
for an array of causes, from singing at
hospitals and senior centers to helping

Philanthropy

In middle school at Sierra Madre
we had a service club that worked
all over the community. I liked the
overall approach to philanthropy.
At Prep, I led the Make a Wish
Foundation club, because of its
inclusive focus. Working for others
makes me happy. I like to give back
and help people. I like this position
because I can show people how to
impact others.
— Kaitlin Liston ’14

Students engage in community service throughout the San Gabriel Valley.
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send Ugandan women to school.
Says Willard: “I like the power you
feel from working hard and knowing
you’ve helped other people.”
Throughout the year, Willard, the
Senate, faculty members and the student body talked about the meaning of
community service, as well as about the
best avenues through which students
could volunteer. Willard says students
wanted easy access to volunteer opportunities and they wanted to be able to
complete consistent, recurring service,
instead of one-off projects.
It was throughout this yearlong
process that SCAC took form. The
organization is separated into seven

sections, each with a student leader:
philanthropy (Kaitlin Liston ‘14), education (Sam Reyes ‘14), homelessness and
hunger (Helen Yun ‘14), animals and
nature (Daniel Enzminger ‘14), elderly
and disabled (Lauren Au ‘15), health,
wellness and relief (Bailey Thompson ‘15)
and children (Ellie Taw ’14). Each sector
holds regular meetings, and the leaders
also maintain a database that collates
an array of area volunteer opportunities.
A student with a passion for animals
needs only to visit the SCAC website
to find a wealth of ways he or she can
volunteer locally.
Enzminger says the new system
makes it much easier for students to find

volunteer opportunities. “We’re making
service more inclusive.”
Willard says the sectors have
allowed students to really follow their
hearts.
“I think the switch has gone as
Mr. Bachmann intended,” Willard says.
“People are really getting to the heart
of community service, and they’re looking at their passions and seeing community service as an instinct instead of
as a reaction to a form.”
SCAC also helps facilitate the
bigger annual events that used to be
overseen by individual clubs, students
or faculty members. Events like the
Crop Walk, the Club 21 Walkathon, the

education

homelessness
and hunger

Animals
and Nature

Taking on education is the end result
of a lot of my experiences tutoring and working with kids in Nicaragua this summer. Teaching kids
re-sparked my interest in my own
education—and a career in teaching.
Helping others really brought that
out in me, and I’d like to re-ignite
other Prep students’ passion for
learning through helping others.
— Sam Reyes ’14

Community service is simply about
helping others. People say that
life is unfair, but why can’t life be
about opportunities? By aiding the
hungry and homeless, we are
providing people the basic needs
of life. A single can of food can save
someone’s life and create their hope
for the future.
			
— Helen Yun ’14

As a kid my favorite station was
Animal Planet. Nature, animals and
the environment have always been
a focus for me; I’m a boy scout and
spend a lot of time outdoors. I saw
that Prep had a lot of potential to
grow and expand our awareness of
the environment around us and to be
a more environmentally conscious
school.
— Daniel Enzminger ’14
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Turkey Drive and the Special Olympics
were once managed by small groups
or individuals. Now, with SCAC serving
as a voice for all community service,
the invitations to participate are consistent and constant—the message is the
same, but it’s being heard from a louder
megaphone.
Librarian Reggie Ursettie, who
served as the advisor of the servicefocused Leo Club for 17 years, says she
has been impressed with how the SCAC
leaders have publicized events and,
overall, with the transition from the club
model to the SCAC-led system.
This year, both the Crop Walk and
the Special Olympics events on campus

involved twice as many student volunteers as in years past. Reyes attributes
the shift to communication—SCAC has
done a great job communicating events
to the whole student body, and the
effects are noticeable.
SCAC also exists as a resource
for any campus group looking to
incorporate community service. It
works regularly with groups like the
Athletic Council on Leadership, or ACL,
Peer Counselors, the Student Senate
and faculty, all of which regularly plan
service-related events. The group is also
a resource for 8th graders working on
their CIPs, aiming to help students find
projects that they can work on throughout their high school careers.

“We talked a lot about our Community Impact Projects, and how sometimes it’s a ‘You do it, then lose it,’ situation,” Willard says. “One of the goals of
SCAC is to help students continue with
their projects throughout high school.”
This model, Ursettie says, “creates a
more altruistic participant.”
After two years without community
service hour requirements, Liston says
she feels like volunteering is no longer
an item on a checklist. And the true
takeaway: she’s doing as much, if not
more, service in the community now
than she was when she was counting
hours.

elderly and
disabled

HEALTH,
WELLNESS
and RELIEF

Children

I have a soft spot for the disabled,
elderly and children. Volunteering
and service are, for me, so important.
I like the idea of doing something for
others rather than just concentrating
on myself. Helping other people just
puts a smile on your face. And I like
to volunteer with friends. It creates
a real bond among us when we can
talk about our experiences and really
do something for the community
outside Prep.
— Lauren Au ’15

As students, we are constantly
working, but working in service
gives us an opportunity to see the
meaningful impact we create.
It is a way to help those who are
not as fortunate and get involved
in the community.
— Bailey Thompson ’15

While community service is
extremely important, I chose to
lead the children’s sector because
I believe service becomes more
meaningful and enjoyable when
incorporated with personal passion.
When service is integrated with an
individual’s passion, it begins to feel
less like another extracurricular
activity and more like an exciting
opportunity for exploration.
— Ellie Taw ’15
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From La Cañada to Managua
Nicaragua partnership grows into thriving, two-way collaboration

by Mel Malmberg
“When we started taking students to
Nicaragua four years ago, we had no
idea what direction it might take,”
Spanish teacher Manuel Nuñez says.
“What started as a simple cultural
exchange—our students went there,
Nicaraguan students came here—has
evolved into a program that creates
meaningful connections for students
and faculty.”
With the backing of the E.E. Ford
Foundation, Flintridge Prep’s Nicaragua
Initiative has blossomed into a robust,
school-wide program that allows

students to follow a passion and make
a difference. It allows faculty to learn,
teach and exchange ideas. Backboned
by a student trip to the country each
summer, the program now encompasses
athletics, mentoring, language and cultural emersion and community service.
“Each year we have extended our
connection and involvement with the
community,” Nuñez says. “It’s no longer
a visit; it’s an investment. It’s a two-way
street that continues throughout the
year.”
The tone for the relationship was
set in part by Naomi Hatanaka ‘11. As a
junior, Naomi was sincerely touched by
the plight of the families at La Mascota,

the country’s only pediatric cancer
hospital, which students had visited on
their trip to Nicaragua. Hatanaka went
on to use her senior year independent
study project to create a nonprofit
fundraising organization, A World of
One’s Own, or AWOOO, for the La
Mascota patients and their families,
growing what was a short visit into a
lasting connection. Three years later, her
continued advocation and fundraising
involves former classmates (notably Kyle
Eschen ‘11 and Roy Yu ‘12), as well as
current students. Not surprisingly, she is
majoring in social entrepreneurship at
UC Berkeley.
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Now, working with La Mascota is a
vital part of the work Prep students do
in Nicaragua.
On the 2013 trip, history teacher
Ingrid Herskind says she was inspired by
the students’ connection to the patients
at La Mascota.
“I could see a generosity and
sweetness, watching them engage with
these kids who were really sick,” she
says. “They were there in the afternoons,
hanging out, playing cards, taking
pictures and basically just loving
these kids. It was absolutely genuine
interaction and support, impassioned
and from the heart.”
In addition to the work at La
Mascota, students and teachers work
and learn at St. Mary’s School, a K-8
institution in Managua. St. Mary’s has a
mission and ambition similar to Prep’s,
and the relationship includes both
countries’ students and faculty in an
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exchange of mentoring, learning and
teaching.
This year, the students lived with
families from St. Mary’s and spent
mornings at the school. Founded just
five years ago, St. Mary’s has already
grown to 500 students and is known for
its inclusivity and outreach programs.
Prep students were encouraged to learn
as much as to teach, as they worked
in a classroom with elementary students
and took a Spanish and dance class.
Michael Weinstein ’14 says, “It was
great to learn along with the kids we
taught. I was in a 1st grade classroom
with one of my ‘younger brothers.’ The
kids spoke so fast, we had to step up—
and we learned a lot of slang.”
Julia Shaw ’14 says, “It was cool
how much they wanted to learn. Their
energy was really high.”

Alex Khalsa ‘15 reflects, “I didn’t
realize how much Spanish I had learned
until after the trip.”
Prep science teacher Heather Clark
taught environmental studies (in Spanish)
for 1st through 8th graders while
St. Mary’s teachers observed her technique. Spanish teacher Fabian Bejarano
worked with St. Mary’s Spanish teacher
Ximena Gonzalez. This year, students at
both schools will use iPads to connect
Prep’s Spanish I classes to 7th and 8th
grade English classrooms at St. Mary’s.
Athletic Director Alex Rivera visited
Nicaragua for the first time in 2013 and
taught sports clinics for coaches and
players, working with St. Mary’s PE and
Athletic Director Allan Mercado. Rivera
was putting building blocks in place to
help St. Mary’s President, Jorge Luis
Ayestas, realize his vision of making
Nicaragua a basketball powerhouse—
all the way to the Olympic level. It’s a

challenge in a country whose main
passion is el béisbol and where courts—
let alone basketballs and shoes—can
be tough to find. But according to
Rivera, that’s just par for the course with
St. Mary’s dynamic director.
“He has a vision,” Rivera says.
“I told him it reminds me of working
with Peter Bachmann. There’s just no
stopping him.”
The experience has made a lasting
impact on Rivera.
“The whole experience was
beautiful—the people, coaches, teachers,
students and kids, the families,” says
Rivera, who was interviewed by the
Nicaraguan equivalent of ESPN about
the trip. “I got more out of it than I
could have dreamed. I walked out of
there with the gratifying feeling that the
kids and the coaches were hungry for
knowledge.”

A little piece of Prep remains at
St. Mary’s permanently. This summer,
when Prep underwent a major classroom
and lab renovation, the school packed
up its original lab stations, chairs
and tables into a giant container and
shipped them to the Nicaraguan school.
Now, St. Mary’s boasts one of Nicaragua’s
finest science labs.
The connections continue. In
September, Ayestas and Karla Obregon,
St. Mary’s academic coordinator, came
to La Cañada to observe many facets
of Prep in action. They observed classrooms, interviewed teachers and
administrators and absorbed the dayto-day workings of the school.
During the visit, Ayestas kept clasping his fingers together, illustrating
how intertwined Prep and St. Mary’s
are: through their missions, honor
codes and continuing student and
faculty exchange. In December, he was

back to learn more about the physical
education program from Rivera and the
whole PE staff. Rivera and soccer coach
Esteban Chavez visited Nicaragua in
January to start working on next year’s
exchange program.
“It’s a real two-way street,” Nuñez
says. “St. Mary’s is excited to be mentored by Prep, one of the top schools
in the US. They want to expand to high
school, to be one of the best schools in
their country and to offer an excellent
education to people in the lower and
lower-middle classes. They are aiming
for nothing less than developing the
educational well-being of their entire
country, to help their country prosper.
“Yet I believe we are receiving
more than we are giving. Our kids come
home with profound understanding,
they are more self-assured and they can
handle things better across the board.
They have been transformed.”
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WHEN
TEACHERS
BECOME
STUDENTS
by Mel Malmberg
At Flintridge Prep, the classroom experience is incalculably enriched by
teachers who are growing as people and as educators, who are creative and
who are aware of new research in both instruction and in their fields.
Through a variety of endowment funds, Prep supports independent faculty
projects, research, participation in professional conferences and workshops and
coursework toward advanced degrees. Prep faculty make presentations, learn
new languages or attend institutes with the help of professional growth funds.
They have time in the summer to pursue their interests.
The learning that teachers do outside Prep comes back to their classrooms
and their colleagues, keeping the campus engaged, invigorated and up
to date.
The funding for professional development comes in large part from
endowment revenue. Endowed faculty development funds are established in
perpetuity, and a percentage of these funds are expended annually to support
professional growth.
Director of External Affairs Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson says, “Peter and Molly
Bachmann have set a wonderful example in this regard by annually contributing
to the Bachmann Fund.”
Others have followed their lead by establishing and donating to endowed
faculty development funds like the John Plumb ‘64 Fund and the Edward E.
Ford Faculty Endowment fund, among others.
On these pages is a sampling of faculty professional development experiences from the past year. For more, visit www.flintridgeprep.org.
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Theresa Cheng

Hands-on
experience
Science teacher Theresa Cheng participated in two programs in the summer
of 2013. For three weeks she attended
the Teacher Institute at the Exploratorium, the hands-on science museum
in San Francisco. She also worked as
a researcher at USC after hearing the
lead investigator speak at the Learning
and the Brain Conference she attended
with Dean of Students Midge Kimble
and Headmaster Peter Bachmann.
The Exploratorium program
offered plenty of practical experience,
as participants got to try out and
demonstrate exhibits, observe guests
and work together in teams. Cheng
spent many hours at work in the
Exploratorium woodshop and her
favorite, “the library. It was a science
teacher’s paradise, with magazines,
books and periodicals all dedicated
to teaching science.”
She now has a huge network of
science colleagues—alumni of the
Institute from the current and previous

Josh Perlman

Learning and teaching intertwined

years—with whom to trade ideas and
resources. And, she reports, “I have
about 30 new lessons, demonstrations
and lectures that are tried and true and
really engage kids.”
Later in the summer Cheng worked
at USC, studying the social-emotional
behavior of high-school-aged bi-cultural immigrants. She tries to work in a lab
every summer. “Prep faculty have the
summer time to explore, and doing science in the summer is very recharging
personally,” she says. “I can remember
what science is doing ‘out there,’ and
remember that there is still a lot to be
learned. I also can use these connections for PrepExchange, so students
can have access to science mentors.
And of course when the results of the
study are published, we may have
another window into how kids learn.”

History teacher Josh Perlman traveled
to the East Coast twice this summer
to learn new methods of teaching.
“Going back to the classroom with
summer professional development is
like taking a step backward so that you
can charge forward,” he says. “Teaching and learning are like breathing in
and breathing out: you can’t have one
without the other.”
Perlman first took part in Project
Connect, a North Carolina seminar on
interdisciplinary teaching. History and
English teachers worked together to
discover ways in which fiction is woven
into our understanding of history.
Perlman is using this creative,
empathic approach in his classes this
year. Students who need a makeup
assignment write a fictional travelogue,
covering, from a narrator’s point of
view, everything they missed. For a
paper on the Renaissance, Perlman is
having students design and then write

about living in their own palaces. And
in American history, each student has
chosen a historical personage through
which they can interpret and experience the American Revolution.
Perlman’s weeklong conference at
the Gilder Lehrman Institute’s seminar
on the American Revolution at the
Constitutional Archives in Philadelphia
left his mind, he says, “practically
bursting at the seams. We got to hold
letters that the authors of the Constitution wrote, read diaries and visit historical sites. I came back with primary
sources, like a scandalous, flirty letter
from George Washington to somebody else’s wife. It makes him so real,
not a slab of marble. The students see
him in a whole different light now.”

“Teaching and learning are like
breathing in and breathing
out: you can’t have one without the other.”

“Doing science part of the
summer is very recharging
personally. I can remember
what science is doing ‘out
there,’ and remember that
there is still a lot to be
learned.”
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Jill Riehl

Math Camp was awesome!
Jill Riehl is a math teacher on a mission.
Currently working on her master’s
in mathematics education, she will
buttonhole you in a Prep hallway to tell
you about her experience at Summer
Math Camp in Park City, Utah.
“We had two hours in the morning
of math—they gave us really hard,
challenging problems,” she says,
“then two hours of teaching practice
and pedagogy. In the afternoon we
tore apart a lesson from a textbook
and worked on making it better. It was
awesome.”

Riehl has participated in professional development every summer of
her six years at Prep, and the program
is helping her finance her master’s
program. “Summer professional
development means faculty can get
excited about returning to school to
integrate what we’ve learned and introduce it to the rest of our colleagues,”
she says. “You can do something
every single year to get excited about
being a teacher again each fall.”
This year Riehl was excited to
bring back ideas from math camp, like
re-imagining textbook problems to
make them more engaging, which is
part of her thesis that she presented at
a Monterey conference in December.
One of the school’s professional

Michael Roffina

Validating community
Michael Roffina, history teacher, Prep’s
director of human development and
a member of the school Health and
Safety Committee, went to Tampa,
Florida, to participate in a Ministering
to School Communities in Times of
Tragedy conference. The presenters
talked about all sorts of incidents than
can affect a school—from accidents
to natural disasters and trauma—and
how best to respond. Chaplains, heads
of school, psychologists, professional
grief counselors and first responders
were on the panels.
“Prep is on the right track. The
conference validated that,” Roffina says
of the school’s approach to dealing
with tragedy. Besides Roffina and Dr.
Robbie Green, there are four teachers
on the school’s Mental Health Team,
and Headmaster Peter Bachmann is
always involved in decisions affecting
the whole school. The team meets
regularly to share information and track
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issues. “When something bad happens to somebody in our community,
or to the community as a whole, we
go to extremes to make sure those
involved have what they need: resources, support, time,” Roffina says.
“Yet we strongly believe, and this was
confirmed at the conference, that the
quicker we return to a normal pattern
the better.
“Not a lot of schools have a team
of teachers empowered and trained to
help,” Roffina says. “The conference
attendees were surprised that we have
such a strong, involved community
here, from the headmaster on down.
A lot of schools want to turn trauma
counseling over to outsiders, but
we feel, and it’s a reflection of Prep,
that students might respond better
to a teacher than a stranger. We give
permission to talk about things, and
people share their problems and get
help. The community comes together
to solve a problem.”

“Prep is on the right
track. The conference
validated that.”

development program requirements
is that teachers report to colleagues,
and Riehl says hearing about everyone’s
summer “keeps us all innovating and
enthusiastic about education.”
Oh, and Riehl also participated
in “after school” math camp activities.
The girls cross country coach ran on
mountain trails through the aspen
groves, which she described as beautiful, until she ran into a bull moose.
But still, she says, “I’d rather be doing
math!”

“You can do something
every single year to get
excited about being a
teacher again each fall.”

Meryl Eldridge

Accessing technology
For three years in a row, Research
Librarian Meryl Eldridge has attended
the Internet Librarian Conference in
Monterey. Eldridge appreciates all
that attending the yearly conference
provides, enabling her not only to take
a sweeping look at emerging technologies, but also to turn to other librarians
across the country for ideas throughout
the year.
“We brainstormed on getting
teachers and students to integrate
technological resources: if two classes
are working on the same assignment,
how can they talk to each other?”
Eldridge says. “I learned how to package information. There are so many
platforms now with blogs, videos and
discussion boards—we are learning
how to make bibliographies seamless.”
Eldridge met with Prep librarians Sue Hodge and Reggie Ursettie
directly after the conference. Within
days, Hodge had put together a
resource “landing page” that included
Pinterest, blogs, amateur and professional photos and videos, books and
magazines for a French class project on
the Tour de France.

At the conference, Eldridge
learned that a Pew Research Center
survey found that libraries are universally loved and serve two polar functions: as places of refuge, rejuvenation
and reflection, and places to totally
connect.
“We see that in the Chandramohan Library,” Eldridge says. “We
provide both a funnel and a bridge for
so many projects and ideas on campus.
So much of what we all work with is
technology, and how we access and
interpret data is crucial.
“Attending this is the single most
valuable thing I do from a tech perspective. A conference gives you the
time to ask, ‘Could I use this great
idea?’ or ‘Could I risk that?’—all while
sea lions bark outside your room.”

“We provide both a funnel
and a bridge for so many
projects and ideas on
campus.”
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Take Note

Vick Liu ’16 presents at a conference in Freiburg, Germany.

Vick Liu ’16:
Inventing a Better
Blood Smear
10th Grader Presents at
International Chemistry and
Life Sciences Conference
When he was in 3rd grade, Vick Liu ‘16 got
a microscope kit. After cutting his finger
one day, he put his blood on a slide and
was both fascinated and frustrated. He
wanted to see more.
Fast forward to a conference center
in Freiburg, Germany, in October. Now 15,
Liu is presenting his “Microfluidic Device
for Blood Cell Sorting and Morphology”
to a group of 1,400 scientists. The nextyoungest researcher is in graduate school.
Liu, mature and personable, uses words
like substrate, neutrophil and micron with
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ease. At the conference, he was excited
to get positive feedback and ideas from
bioengineers and post-docs, 100 or so
of whom stopped by to chat about his
poster presentation. Liu’s invention, about
half the size of a cellphone, offers an
alternative to conventional blood smears,
a simple, low-cost tool for diagnosis. His
device and its applications intrigued the
international researchers attending the
17th Annual Conference on Miniaturized
Systems for Chemistry and Life Sciences.
To put this achievement in even sharper
perspective, only 50 percent of the papers
submitted to the conference were accepted.
Starting a year ago, with the help of
his father, a research scientist—who gave
him that microscope—and Dr. Abraham
Lee, chair of biomedical engineering
at UCI, Liu was able to build his device,
which uses soft lithography to create a
series of tiny grids that filter and group
blood cells according to size and type.
Applications include finding the number

and type of defensive white blood cells,
looking for sickled red blood cells and
even detecting blood cancers. Liu made
his first device in time for Prep’s Science
Fair last spring, taking the Best in Fair
prize and moving up to both County and
State levels; he won second place in both.
Liu spent his summer vacation in the
lab, coming up with new grids to reveal
more types of blood cells for analysis. And
he spent some time on the gridiron too:
he plays both wingback and linebacker on
Prep’s JV football team.
Liu only attended the conference for
two days so that he did not miss too much
school—he takes AP biology and dance,
and he volunteers for LINK, a club that
supports North Korean refugees.
At the conference, German scientists
encouraged Liu to refine and commercialize his device. Liu says that might be possible, but he wants to wrap up this project
in the next two years—before he goes off
to college.
— by Mel Malmberg

Stat-Psych Project Wins
National Award
A team of Flintridge Prep students won
third place in the American Statistical Association National Project Competition for
their stat-psych project, Gender, Sexuality
and Helpfulness.
Dylan Arya ’13, Maddie Brady ’13,
Abby Letts ‘13 and Whitney Cohen ’13
worked together to determine how willing
strangers are to help heterosexual couples
compared to homosexual couples. The
team designed and conducted an experiment, collected data and ultimately
concluded that the gay male couple was
helped less often than both the straight
and lesbian couples.
The annual stat-psych projects allow
students from Jill Riehl’s AP statistics class
and Barrett Jamison’s psychology class
to work together to put into effect the
concepts they are studying all year. Riehl
says the national recognition has raised
the stakes for current and future students.
“For me, it confirmed that the quality of
our reports is exactly what we were aiming
for,” she says. “It was a huge honor to get
that award, because it further legitimizes
what I know is an incredibly meaningful
project for our students.”

Co-Deans of Faculty Offer
Comprehensive Support
Sarah Cooper and Vanessa Walker-Oakes
are now serving as the co-deans of faculty,
allowing teachers a wider scope of support.
Cooper and Walker-Oakes each
supervise four academic departments,
or half of the faculty. In addition, Cooper
oversees 7th through 9th grade teachers,
and Walker-Oakes oversees 10th through
12th grade teachers.
Faculty at Prep often teach multiple
grade levels, allowing for overlap and
interaction between the two deans.
Cooper says there already has been a
lot of great conversation about pedagogy
and the way Prep faculty teach across
grade levels and subjects.
Walker-Oakes agrees. “We have a
very creative faculty, and it’s great to support them as they are growing, augmenting and developing their classes.”

New Trustees
Janice Ohta
Janice Ohta is the CEO at Condor, Inc., which she
owns with her husband, Fred Weiss. Condor specializes
in the construction of commercial aquatic facilities.
Previously, Ohta worked on both sides of bioscience
research, conducting projects and also managing finance,
strategic planning and acquisition and licensing. Ohta
currently serves on the board and as the treasurer of the
Pasadena Bioscience Collaborative, a non profit biotech
incubator. She is the executive committee vice president
and a board member of Caltech Associates, and she
oversees the financial accounts for her sons’ gymnastics
club. Ohta holds a BA from UCSD and an MBA from the
Anderson Graduate School of Management at UCLA.
Ohta and Weiss’ daughter, Isabella, graduated from Prep
in 2011 and attends Carnegie Mellon University. Their twin
sons, Barrett ‘15 and Gareth ‘15, are enjoying their junior
year at Prep.
Beth Price
Beth Price is a full-time mother and civic leader. She
serves on the board of the Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, for which she is vice chair of the governance committee and a member of both the audit and the safety,
quality and service committees. Price is also a trustee of
the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association, for which she is
chair of the development committee and also sits on the
executive, audit and nominating committees. Price also
serves on the board of the San Marino Area Chapter of
the National Charity League, Inc. She is the former
chair of the Clairbourn School Annual Fund and president
of the Clairbourn Families Association. Previously, Price
worked as a litigation attorney at Milbank Tweed Hadley
& McCloy in Los Angeles. She earned her BA from Boston
University and her JD from Harvard Law School. Price
and her husband, Bill Price, have two daughters, Katie ’13
and Erin ’16.
Ned Sutro ’64
After graduating from Flintridge in 1964, Ned Sutro
earned an AB and an MA in history, both from USC, and
a PhD in education from Stanford. He taught for 18 years
at Pasadena High School before moving to Arcadia High
School, where he still teaches. Sutro was the Flintridge
Alumni Association President from 1971-1973 and has
served three terms as a member of the Flintridge Prep
Board of Trustees (1974 to 1980, 1985 to 1990 and 1992
to 1997). In 1979, while studying at Stanford, Sutro flew
to Southern California to cast a pivotal vote in favor of
turning Flintridge into a coed school. He was a Masters
Circle honoree in 1995, and he was a founding member
of Flintridge Prep’s Lowery Society in 2005. He has served
on several other boards, including Pilgrim School and First
Congregational Church in Hancock Park.
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Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson
Takes New Post as Director
of External Affairs
Lakshmi DasturJohnson has been
on campus for only
six months, but she
can already feel
the warmth of the
community.
“There is a sense
of service and a
sense of collaboration that are palpable,” she says.
The new director of external affairs
comes to Prep from Occidental College,
her alma mater, where she served as the
associate vice president of institutional
advancement. Dastur-Johnson brings with
her a wealth of experience, but also a
sincerity and warmth that makes her a perfect fit for the Flintridge Prep community.
A La Cañada resident of 20 years,
Dastur-Johnson is right at home at Flintridge Prep, though her fervent love of
travel allows her to feel at home almost
anywhere. She has traveled the world,
from sightseeing at US landmarks to visiting her mother in India, but she says she is
now enjoying trips even more, as she gets
to see places anew through the eyes of
her children, 7, 14 and 17.
“It’s almost better than seeing places
for the first time,” she says.
At Prep, Dastur-Johnson says she will
be exploring new avenues of support and
new ways to engage alumni and parents,
embracing the community’s unique lifelong relationships.
“It’s about developing a lifetime relationship with students and creating and
maintaining programs that keep the community engaged and involved,” she says.
“The students and families are strongly
connected to the school, and we just want
to build on that.”
Dastur-Johnson says that she has thus
far been awed at the incredible spirit of
support and volunteerism at the school.
“There is a great parent and alumni
population, not just from a philanthropic
standpoint. They are really giving of self,”
she says. “They are committed to developing Prep in the best possible ways.”
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College Counseling’s New Look
With the new school year, a new-look
College Counseling department has
taken shape. Under Director of College
Counseling Gloria Díaz Ventura, the
department is introducing two new team
members that will enhance what is already
a cutting-edge, individualized approach to
helping students find the right college fit.
“As a school, we have been discussing the notion of being empathetic while
being rigorous in the classroom, and
these traits also apply to college counseling,” Díaz Ventura says. “This balance is
essential in ensuring a successful process
for each student.”
Brooke Yoshino has joined the team
as the associate director of college
counseling. She comes to Prep from the
Buckley School, where she served as both
a college counselor and academic advisor.
She also brings experience from the other
side of college admissions, as she worked
in the Pitzer College office of admission
for nine years.
Díaz Ventura says Yoshino’s wellrounded experience makes her a perfect
fit for Prep’s college counseling team.
“She is fantastic at counseling. She has
really meaningful conversations with
students.”
Yoshino partially attributes her
ability to connect with students to her
multitude of hobbies and interests. She
loves to cook and bake, she takes Zumba
and dance classes, she loves to knit and
crochet, and she stays current on movies,
music, TV and technology.
“I try to relate to the students as
people and meet them where they are,”
Yoshino says. “One student I counsel

loves NPR, and I’m an NPR nut. It’s great
to get to know the students and get a
sense of where they are coming from in
their college search.”
Claire Kinder ’08, who is serving as
the department’s administrative assistant
is also new to the team.
Díaz Ventura says Kinder has been
a huge asset to the operations side of
the team, managing the more than 130
college representatives who come to campus, as well as starting a junior ambassador program and managing the expansive
college counseling calendar.
Kinder graduated from UCSD with
a degree in art history in 2012. While in
school, she lived in the Netherlands for
six months then capped off her trip with a
five-week backpacking adventure through
Europe.
A recent college graduate, Kinder
says this gives her a unique perspective
when talking to students.
“It has been helpful as far as talking
about what to expect in college, what college life is like and also to help students
with what questions they should be asking,” Kinder says.
Vanessa Walker-Oakes, now the
co-dean of faculty, remains a part of the
college counseling team, counseling
students and serving as the important
teacher presence that links the faculty to
the office.
Díaz Ventura says she sees an impressive future for the department.
“We’re running a cutting-edge program,” she says. “We’re working efficiently, listening to students and supporting
them in the healthiest way possible.”
— by Bailey Shiffler

New Faculty and Staff
Kurt Hofer ’04 came home to teach
history after earning a joint honors degree
in English and Spanish from St. Andrews
University in Scotland, followed by a master’s
in Spanish literature from Tulane, where he
also taught Spanish language and culture for
four years. Hofer loves to play tennis, and he
spends plenty of time catering to his newly
adopted German shepherd, Lola. “She
usually gets what she wants thanks to her
manipulating puppy-dog eyes,” he says.
Rachael Madore ’05 joined the
Flintridge Prep staff as registrar this fall after
spending her summer earning her 200-hour
yoga teaching certificate. A very zen Madore
returns to Prep after earning her anthropology and archaeology degree at UCLA, followed by a master’s in human development
and psychology from the Harvard Graduate
School of Education. In between her two degrees, Madore spent a year teaching special
education at Blair High School.
Dr. Claire Thomas teaches 11th grade
chemistry and 9th grade science. She holds
a bachelor’s of science in geosciences from
Virginia Tech and was the assistant swimming and diving coach at Caltech for the
last two years. After earning her master’s
and PhD from Caltech in geology, she had
her first child last summer and is thoroughly
enjoying both baby Florence and teaching
at Prep.
Megan Verbeck teaches 8th and 9th
grade English. In her spare time, she likes to
explore LA-area restaurants and do painting
and drawing projects. Summers and breaks
find her road-tripping in the US or visiting Europe. A native of St. Louis, Missouri,
she holds a bachelor’s in education and
English from the University of Missouri. She
previously taught at the Walden School in
Pasadena.
Toby Wagstaff has substituted at
Prep since 2011 and now teaches Latin. He
graduated from the University of Oxford with
a first in philosophy and modern languages
and has studied and taught in Rome. Born in
Reading, UK, he has lived in Los Angeles for
nine years and plays guitar, likes to cook and
travel, writes screenplays and was a top-ten
fencer in England as a teenager.

Renovated Classrooms and Labs
Enhance the Learning Experience
On a Wednesday afternoon in room 34, Jo French ’84 is using
his iPad to take roll while a PDF of his pre-calculus textbook is
displayed on the interactive whiteboard. The students slip
their desks into pods of two and three, with hands raised to
ask questions.
Across campus in room 25, two students in Tyke O’Brien’s
12th grade City in Literature class are presenting a video they
created about an aspect of Los Angeles culture. As soon as they
unplug, another group will have its PowerPoint presentation
running, with no down time in between.
In the biology lab, Joe Maggio is reviewing the results of
a recent lab. Behind him, the interactive whiteboard displays a
diagram of human karyotypes.
In room 28, Josh Perlman has desks arranged in two complete circles. Students are at the ready as a web-based stopwatch
flashes on the whiteboard and Perlman, in the center of the
circles, instructs students on a history review.
Since September, the faculty have seamlessly worked flexible
desk configurations and interactive technology into their everyday
teaching repertoire. But the relationships built in the newly renovated classrooms amount to more than the sum of the paint and
carpet, lab tables and linoleum, lighting, technology and desks.
Prep classrooms have always been safe havens where students find the trust, challenge and support of their teachers, and
the renovations have only enhanced their ability to experiment
with concepts and devise solutions to problems.
Faculty have noticed that students’ connections are more
complete because of the uninterrupted and harmonious flow of
ideas the updates allow.
— by Nicole Haims Trevor ’91
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Spotlight

Our Country’s Good Examines the Redemptive Power of Art
What is the essence of community, responsibility and civil concord? The prize-winning play Our Country’s Good by Timberlake Wertenbaker recounts the historical events of 1788, as a captain (William Vose ‘14) and his second lieutenant (Will Bremer ’14) lead a group of
prisoners in the first Australian penal colony to rehearse and perform a play. Directed by Scott Myers, the cast of 10th, 11th and 12th
graders portrayed a slice of British society, from the elite to the destitute, discovering truths about themselves, each other and the new
country they were asked to create on the other side of the world.

Middle School Performance
of Peter Pan Celebrates the
Innocence of Children
The winter production of JM Barrie’s Peter Pan in
the Miller Black Box Theater celebrated the innocence of children at the same time that it hinted
at parents’ loss.
In the production, the ensemble of 7th, 8th
and 9th graders played contemporary Lost Boys,
many years later, reenacting the story of the
Darlings, Captain Hook and Peter Pan. The cast
embraced the playful script with verve and adventure. An imaginative set design and the “theater in
the round” setup engaged the audience, bringing
them into the story.
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Students Honor Holidays and Heroes
at Winter Music Concert
Prep’s 22nd annual Winter Concert featured more than 80 student
singers and musicians in a tribute to the holidays for students,
parents, faculty and alumni. Instrumental chamber and orchestra
performances preceded carols and Christmas songs performed
by the Flintridge Singers and the 8th grade girls chorus. After
intermission, the Crescendo A Capella Club sang “Rudolph, the
Red-Nosed Reindeer” and the jazz ensemble played standards.
Then the hot jazz-rock ensemble sent the audience off into the
wintry night, warmed by a night of music.
New this year was a Toys for Tots drive as part of the show.
Students and parents brought new unwrapped toys in honor of
JP Blecksmith ’99, a Marine 2nd Lieutenant who was killed
in Iraq in 2004. Marines from the Reserve Training Center in
Pasadena, whose headquarters is named in honor of Blecksmith,
accepted the toys.

Junior Parent Dinner
Prep Celebrates a Community Tradition
About 100 members
of Flintridge Prep’s
Class of 2015 put on
dinner and a show
for their parents
at the 2013 Junior
Parent Dinner, or
JPD. The event is
an exercise in connecting the class at
just the time when
students are beginning to envision the leadership roles they will
take as seniors.
This year’s JPD theme was “Through the Ages.” The evening
event included a silent auction and dinner prepared and served
by 11th graders, as well as a variety show conceived and directed
by students.
JPD is always an all-hands-on-deck affair that includes
sophomore helpers, faculty support and much rehearsal time.
Preparations begin in the summer and students are responsible
for everything, from menu planning to publicity, invitations and
RSVPs.
JPD is always the subject of alumni reminiscences at reunions,
even decades later. While much remains the same, some things
have changed. No longer a Prom fundraiser, JPD places much
more emphasis on the Prep and local community. Funds raised
support a senior class gift to the school as well as a $2,500 charitable donation to an organization that students will vote on as
Commencement approaches.
JPD is also a milestone for parents, who get glimpses of their
kids’ hidden talents and signs of the roles they will take on as peer
counselors and school leaders in preparation for graduation.

Students Explore Emotion at
Winter Dance Concert
The Winter Dance Concert, Evoke, reflected the semester’s
focus on creating movement as an expressive outlet.
Says dance teacher Molly Mattei: “It comes from a very
internal place. The students really rose to the challenge and
found ways to convey many complicated emotions. More
than half the program was choreographed by students
themselves.”
Introduced by a solo, each of 18 pieces in the concert
revealed an emotion, from “Frustrated” to “Optimistic,”
“Paranoid” to “Determined.” The finale, “Emotions
Collide,” featured the entire cast: more than 50 students,
from every grade.

Students Shine at Biennial Talent Show
Prep students awed an enthusiastic audience at the biennial
Talent Show, Prep’s Got Talent 2013, which featured 18 unique
acts and more than 30 gifted performers. Vocalist/pianist Elissa
Kwon ‘16 won first place, rock group That’s Not My Baby, with
members Jarren Heidelberg ‘14, Scott Tsangeos ‘14, Anton
Verbinski ‘14 and Harrison Wagener ‘14, took second, and rapper
Evan Monroe ’15 won third.
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Replay
Cross Country

CIF-SS CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Boys Varsity. The boys Varsity cross country
team raced its way into Prep history with
an incredible season, highlighted by first
place victories at the CIF-SS and League
championships and a fourth-place finish
at the State meet. The boys performed
well as a team, with six runners earning All
League honors (Alan Yoho ‘14, Jack Van
Scoter ‘16, Tyler Fong ‘14, Nikhil Poole ‘16,
Alex Orloff ’15 and Riley Coan ‘17). Yoho
earned All State and All League honors
and finished off the season with a first
place victory at State and a ninth place
win at Nike Cross Nationals. Also All State
and All CIF, Van Scoter came in second at
League finals and at CIF finals and took
third at the State meet. The boys missed a
podium finish at State by just 5 points.
MVP: Jack Van Scoter ‘16
Four-Year Standout Award: Tyler Fong ‘14
Best Newcomer: Riley Coan ‘17
Breakout Performance, State Championships:
Nikhil Poole ‘16

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Boys Junior Varsity. The boys Junior Varsity
cross country team had an outstanding
season, capped by a season-defining
showing at League finals. The team went
undefeated in League, eventually winning
a 22nd consecutive League title. The
season ended with a breakout showing
at League finals. The team, led by Rab
Moran ’16 and Jonathan Vahala ‘17, took
the title with a near perfect score. The
success shows promise for strong Junior
Varsity and Varsity teams next year.
MVP: Rab Moran ‘16
Best Newcomer: Jonathan Vahala ‘17
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CIF STATE, 3rd PLACE
CIF-SS CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Girls Varsity. The girls Varsity cross country
team celebrated a historic season, winning
first place in CIF-SS and advancing to the
State meet, where it earned third place.
The girls last won the CIF title in 2005.
The post-season victories capped off an
incredible season, during which the girls
brought home first place at the Brentwood Invitational and second place at the
Mt. SAC Invitational. The team was led by
veterans Lacy Coan ’15 and Ashley Lara
’15 alongside standout freshmen Natalie
O’Brien ‘17 and Maia Cohen ’17, who all
earned First Team All CIF and First Team
All League Honors. First Team All League
Sarah Yoho ’14 also had an impressive
season, taking first place at League finals
with a time of 18 minute, 52 seconds.
Coaches Jill Riehl and Michael Roffina
were consistently impressed by the team’s
grit and its never-quit attitude, illustrated
by the impressive growth and progression of Kate Evans ‘14, who ultimately ran
as the team’s No. 5 at State. Roffina and
Riehl were recognized for their success
as coaches by the Pasadena Star-News
and the Daily News, named All Area Girls
Cross Country Coaches of the Year by
both publications.

Tennis
Girls Varsity. The girls Varsity tennis season
was full of close matches, with the defining
victory coming against Webb at Scholl
Canyon. The team came out strong with
impressive play from doubles team Irene
Kim ‘14 and Rachel Lee ‘14, as well as
Cady Deck ’14 and Lori Pridjian ‘14. In
singles play, Roya Gheissari ’14 and Suzie
Kim ’17 both notched wins in the team
victory. The lone victory of the season
(1-8-1 League, 1-14-1 overall) highlighted
a year in which the team learned a lot
and played hard at each match. Coach
Hratchia Sargsyan says that despite losing
six seniors, he sees a lot of potential in
the young players and looks forward to an
exciting season next year.
Singles MVP: Roya Gheissari ‘14
Doubles MVP: Lori Pridjian ‘14 and
Cady Deck ‘14
Coach’s Award: Helen Yun ‘14

Coaches’ Award: Lacy Coan ‘15
Biggest Nut: Lizzie Chang ‘14
Most Improved: Lilly Maxfield ‘17,
Laura Ratliff ‘17, Lauren Montes ‘17
MVP: Natalie O’Brien ‘17
Girls Junior Varsity. The girls Junior Varsity
cross country team ran hard this season,
working to mirror the success of the Varsity squad. The team started the season
fresh with the addition of 16 new freshman, but the girls learned quickly, finishing
the season in second place at the Prep
League finals. Coach Roffina noted strong
performances throughout the season from
Cassie Redding ‘14, Isabella Williams ‘17,
Sarah Kersting ‘16, Scarlet Kilpatrick ‘16
and Galey Caverly ‘14.
Coaches’ Award: Cassie Redding ’14
Visit preptalk.flintridgeprep.org
for more sports stories and photos.
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Volleyball
Girls Varsity. Despite struggling with
consistency all season, the young team is
looking ahead to next year. Coach Sean
Beattie says he sees a lot of potential in
the girls and hopes to build on that. Dani
Motte ’15 had an excellent season, leading the team in three categories: kills, digs
and aces. The team’s 0-12 League record
(1-16 overall) does not speak to its pockets
of elite play. “In every game this year we
played very well in spurts,” Beattie says.
“We just couldn’t maintain that level for a
full match.” This was especially on show
against Chadwick, one of the best teams
in the League. Despite losing the match,
girls showcased their talent and demonstrated that when they play well, they can
compete with top teams.
Football
Varsity. The season-defining moment for
the Varsity football team came at the
Homecoming game against Webb, in
front of its largest crowd of the season.
Late in the fourth quarter, with the score
at 19-17 and the Gauls marching down
the field, the Rebels defense capitalized
on a botched snap, and Alex Gunning ‘15
nabbed the fumble recovery. The offense
took over, converting on a crucial fourth
down and inches to maintain possession
and seal the victory. The win was Prep’s
first in a tough season (1-3 in League, 2-8
overall), which was laden with strong opponents and injuries. Despite the record,
Stefan Smith ’14 had an impressive season
at running back, earning First Team All
Area and First Team All League honors. Elliot Witter ’15 was also a valuable
contributor at running back, earning First
Team All League for his play. Brian Heintz
’14 was a leader on the defensive line,
earning Second Team All League for his
contributions.
James Wood MVP: Stefan Smith ‘14
Dan Lewis Award: Elliot Witter ‘15
Joe Miller Lineman Award: Brian Heintz ‘14
Tom Fry Award: Christopher Zaro ‘15
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Junior Varsity. The JV football team went
2-2 in League (3-5 overall), learning a lot
in its losses and showing a lot of potential
in its wins. The highlight of the season
came against Webb at home, when the
team shut out the Gauls on its way to a
sturdy 39-0 victory. With a freshmen-heavy
roster, the Junior Varsity football team
showed a lot of promise. Mike Pearson ’16
was impressive at linebacker and running
back, and Robbie Leslie ’16 was a key
offensive contributor at quarterback.
Varsity Coach Antonio Harrison ’01 says
the team showed a lot of commitment,
heart and dedication, and he looks
forward to seeing how the young players
progress through the program.
MVP: Mike Pearson ‘16
Lineman Award: Warren Hosseinion ‘17
Offense Award: Robbie Leslie ‘16
Defense Award: Vick Liu ‘16
Most Improved: Payton Faulkner ‘16

MVP: Dani Motte ‘15
Most Inspirational: Jenny Shintaku ‘14
Coach’s Award: Nicole Emmons ‘16
Girls Junior Varsity. The girls Junior Varsity
volleyball team played a tough schedule
this season, succumbing to stout competition and a 1-11 League record (1-16
overall). The Rebels played hard all season
and learned a lot about perseverance.
Jenna Colliflower ’16 and Ani Pridjian ’16
showed strong play throughout the year,
and Coach Beattie says he looks forward
to seeing them make an impact next year.
The season was highlighted by the win
against League foe Rio Hondo. Beattie
says the girls worked hard to outplay the
competition. “It was a true team effort,”
he says.
MVP: Jenna Colliflower ‘16
Most Improved: Renae Tamura ‘17
Best Defensive Player: Ani Pridjian ‘16

Water Polo
Boys Varsity. The boys Varsity water polo
season was a lesson in patience and persistence. After a slow start to the season,
including a winless first two weeks, the
team gelled to go on a 6-1 win streak,
eventually notching a 7-3 League record
(14-11 overall) and going two rounds
deep into CIF playoffs. Two-year captain
and four-year starter Ethan Vandeventer
’14 had a standout year, with 97 goals, 56
assists and 53 steals, earning First Team
All CIF and First Team All League Honors.
John Treinen ’14 earned Second Team All
CIF and First Team All League honors, and
Diego Delgado ‘15 and Carlo Sivilotti ‘14
were both named Third Team All CIF and
Second Team All Prep League. In the post
season, the Rebels were able to avenge a
2012 first-round playoff loss to Riverside
Poly, beating them this year in a solid
18-14 win, with 9 goals from Vandeventer.
Coach Dan Hare says next year he will
look to build off a successful JV season as
the Varsity team parts with 10 seniors.

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Boys Junior Varsity. The boys Junior Varsity
water polo team dominated in League
this season, going 10-0 (12-4 overall) and
snapping a nearly decade-long drought
by beating rival Poly twice. Coach Hare
says the team’s hallmark was starting
games with energy and intensity, taking
early leads and maintaining momentum
throughout each contest. Greg Walsh ‘16
stood out at goalkeeper with his aggressive, high-energy play. Alexander Maletis
’16 provided lock-down defense and was a
facilitator for the offensive attack, leading
the team in assists.
MVPs: Alexander Maletis ’16 and
Greg Walsh ‘16
Coach’s Award: Scott Fordham ‘17
— Bailey Shiffler

MVP: Ethan Vandeventer’14
Coach’s Award: William Newman ‘14
Most Improved: Miles Harber ‘15
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Reid Allen’42: “Service isn’t about accolades”

W. Reid Allen ‘42 sits in his home
office, surrounded by towering stacks
of mail, cordless phone in hand,
jotting notes in his diary. His dog, a
Chihuahua rescue named Janey, sits
at his feet, patiently waiting for him to
get off the telephone and hand her a
treat. It is November, and Allen, 90, is
in the late stages of organizing a team
of 19 to feed the 7,000 volunteers
who will put flowers on the Kiwanis
float for the 2014 Rose Parade.
Allen has been working with the
Tournament of Roses since 1943 and
with the Kiwanis since 1975. As Lt.
Governor of his division, he was instrumental in persuading the Kiwanis to
enter a float in the 1986 Rose Parade.
It’s been a tradition ever since.
On Jan. 1, 2013, Allen rode the 27th
consecutive Kiwanis float.
“They had to put me on it with
a forklift,” he laughs. “I was next to
a girl who has Down syndrome. She
waved for the entire five-mile ride.
She laughed and blew kisses, and
everybody blew kisses right back.
I felt like a flea on a dog’s back, but
it was great.”
It’s just the kind of anecdote you
get from Allen: warm, self-effacing
and always turning the spotlight on
others. Through his 70 years of community service, Allen exemplifies the
sort of egoless leadership that quietly
brings people together to do good
things.
The list of his organizational affiliations and offices is staggering. By
Allen’s own estimate, he has worked
an average of 300 to 700 hours a year
with his various service groups.
“I probably could have worked
more on my business,” he says ruefully (he joined his father’s insurance
business after World War II and a stint
as a cowboy). “But I kept wanting to
help the community. Most nights I was
out till 9:00 or 10:00 p.m. I was out
volunteering all day and in the office
catching up at night.”
Allen traces his urge to help to
his mother, who, he says, “Taught me
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to do the right thing and to think of
others. From the time I was 7 years
old: don’t play hooky; don’t tell even
‘harmless’ white lies; stay on the
straight and narrow; be a devotee of
responsibility.”
Allen’s family’s philosophy of
doing good for others was reinforced
during his years at Flintridge Prep,
and he credits founder Doane Lowery
and treasurer Harold “Mack” McKee
for mentoring him.
“I loved them both,” he says.
Lowery and McKee arranged for a
scholarship for Allen, whose family fell
on hard times during the Depression.
He’s always been grateful for the
leg up.
“It gave me the opportunity to
live a better life,” he says. “In our little
class of 12 or 13, with Bud Lyndon
teaching sports and Joe Rose teaching Spanish and French, it was like
a one-room school house. But the
teaching was inspiring and top-notch.”
Allen was on the swim team, managed the baseball team and served
as secretary-treasurer his senior year.
The teamwork and leadership skills he
learned at Flintridge have served him
well since.
On his 90th birthday last May,
Allen was feted by his Kiwanis chapter.
During his birthday luncheon (which
Mel Smith ’47, another long-time
Kiwanian, helped organize), the
Kiwanis also celebrated Allen’s many
other services to the community, including the Quarterback Club, UCLA,
The Salvation Army, The Gooden
School and Rosemary Children’s
Services. They mentioned that he

was an active member of the Church
of Our Savior in San Gabriel, and
they cited his volunteer activities at
Flintridge, which have included alumni
association president, class agent,
trustee and founding member of the
Lowery Society. Reporting on the
event, Kiwanis Magazine said, “The
list of Reid’s achievements for Kiwanis
and Kiwanis Youth Programs
is pages long.”
Then, visiting Kiwanian Don
Canaday stepped up. Canaday is
a retired Brigadier General, and
he presented Allen with a Purple
Heart, earned for service in the Navy
in World War II. He recounted the
incident when Allen was wounded: his
sub chaser was attacked by a Kamikaze.
“I was just overwhelmed,” Allen
says of receiving the overdue medal.
“It was a complete surprise. I thought
the paperwork had been lost long
ago. I mentioned it to Don in passing
a few years ago, and he tracked it
down. It was really his doing.
“But for me, service, for my country or my community, has never been
about the accolades or the benefits.
It’s been about seeing a difference.
It might be a very small difference—
a girl at Rosemary Cottage gets a
scholarship to college—but that gain
is worth it.”
When Allen was district governor of Kiwanis, his theme was “Serve
From the Heart.” He’s saddened by
the decline of service organizations
like Kiwanis, where his district membership in California, Nevada and
Hawaii has decreased from 22,000 in
1998 to 13,000 today. He says: “I really
don’t have much use for politics, but
I believe in participation. Not enough
people are doing the right thing
and serving their community.
“Dedication, responsibility and
commitment—I preach this all the
time. Listen, get involved, step up,
offer yourself to help others. I was
inspired, and I hope I inspire others
to serve.”
— Mel Malmberg

Be a part of PREP Exchange
Multigenerational mentoring offers four ways to engage

Junior
Internship
Day

Student
Summer
Internships

College
and Career
Mentoring

Juniors spend one day
in the spring shadowing
an alumni or parent at
his or her job.

Rising seniors have
the opportunity to intern
with alumni and parents
during summers.

Students and alumni
have access to a network
of alumni and parents who
attended universities across
the country and have
careers in diverse fields.

“The program was
rewarding to me, and
it confirmed what I
already knew—that
Prep provides a wellrounded educational
experience and helps
support the student
body in ways that will
help them transition
into adulthood and
succeed in whatever
they decide to do
in life.”
Peter Hernandez

Superior Court Judge,
parent

“My experience was
life changing.”
Shaneli Jain ’14

Summer intern in the
Glendale Adventist
emergency room with
mentor Dr. Sylvia
Anjargolian Kotikian ’97

“Prep has always
been focused on
preparing its students
for the future, and
it only makes sense
to connect students
with mentors who
can help guide them
during this formative
period in their
education.”
Jessica Leng ’07

College and career mentor

Career
Windows
This pilot program
sponsored by the Fathers
Club will allow alumni in
college to shadow parents
in career fields that
interest them.

“The Fathers Club
internship program
has attracted a strong
response from both
college-age alumni
and Prep parents.
We are now securing
opportunities and
sharing them with the
alumni who expressed
interest. This program
has a bright future.”
Chris Kersting

Fathers Club Internship
Initiative Co-Chair

Join the Exchange today.
Do you want to be a college or career mentor?
Sign up at prepexchange.flintridgeprep.org. If you are
interested in hosting or participating in an internship,
email cbissner@flintridgeprep.org.
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Alumni News
1942
REID ALLEN was awarded a
long-overdue Purple Heart that
he earned for service in the
Navy in World War II. For more,
see page 24.
1949
In September, BILL BARRINGTON and his wife, Bonnie,
hosted a luncheon for members of the Class of 1949 at the
Balboa Yacht Club. Enjoying
the gathering were JIM BEEKS,
ED BULMAHN and his wife,
Hester, KIP NICOL and his
wife, Toy, KINGSTON McKEE,
JOHN SLAUGHT and his wife,
Molly, and Jan Taylor, widow
of CHARLES TAYLOR. Special
guests included BOB HARPER
and his wife, Darlyne, vacationing in Laguna from their home in
Florida, and BRUCE ARNOLD,
who flew in from Northern
California for the day.
In 2013, three books of
JOHN RIDLAND’s poetry were
published: Happy in an Ordinary
Thing (Truman State University
Press); Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight (translated from Middle
English); and The Withering World, poems translated
from the Hungarian of Sándor
Márai (Alma Books, London). His
poem “Grading” is included in
Essays on Teaching (Dover Thrift
Editions). In the spring, the New
American Press is publishing
John and Dr. Peter Czipott’s
translation of Hungarian poet
Miklós Radnóti’s All That Still
Matters at All, a monument of
Holocaust literature. A group of
his poems appeared in the summer issue of the Hudson Review,
and Part IV of his Gawain is
included in the recently released
Hudson Review anthology,
Poems Translated by Poets.
1954

60th

reunion
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1957
JAMES BRYANT e-mailed to
say, “Retirement doesn’t have
a place in my plans for the
future. In addition to practicing
architecture (I’ll get it right one
of these days—practice makes
perfect), I have been certified
as a professional mediator. In
addition, I serve as clergy in
the Greek Orthodox Church.
You can find me online at www.
jamesbryantarch.com.”
JOHN YINGLING and his
wife, Peggy, welcomed their first
grandchildren, twins Abigail
and Bradley (below). Born in
Pasadena on Aug. 30, 2013,
these children have brought an
added dimension to their grandparents’ lives.

1959

55th

reunion
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1960
TOM BARBER is the head golf
professional at Griffith Park and
co-owner and managing partner
at Tom Barber Golf Center in
Moorpark. The Golf Center was
named top golf range in Southern California in 2009 and has
been in the Top 100 in America
from 2000 to 2013.
1958
MARTY SOURS now has two
grandchildren, Kent (2 months)
and Mia (2), both born to his
daughter and son-in-law. As a
follow-up to his 2011 chapter,
“U.S.-Saudi Arabia Political and
Military Relations” in Why the
U.S. Needs Saudi Arabia (edited
by Winberg Chai), Marty is
now a member of the executive steering committee of the
U.S.-Saudi Arabia Friendship
Committee.
BILL STORK and ART BODE
recently connected via e-mail
and shared a photo taken from
Grad Night in 1958. Bill says, “If
my memory serves me right, this
was taken at the Moulin Rouge
in Hollywood, on the night of
our grad party there. Either the
show was boring or my date
was captivating, for it appears
that my attention was directed
toward her (above, right)!”

1961
DICK HUFF stopped with his
wife, Karen, at the White Witch
Golf Course (below) in Jamaica
during a Caribbean cruise in
January of 2013. He says, “In
addition to teaching a three-day
administrative law course about
eight times a year, this is the sort
of activity that all of you who are
still members of the laboring
class can anticipate.”

PAUL VANDEUSEN and
TONY CHAMBERS met up
again in San Diego (below), a
year after their last encounter.

1963-1965

50th

reunion
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1964
JOHN McENTYRE and his wife,
Marilyn, hope to travel from
Oakland to attend Reunion Day
festivities in April. Although he
still works as a minister, he finds
time to enjoy his artistic hobbies, which include music and
painting.
NED SUTRO rejoined the
Flintridge Preparatory School
Board of Trustees in 2013. For
more, see page 15.
1968
JIM WELCH is still playing
concerts, teaching organ and
writing books about musicians.
His son Nicholas is a sophomore, and Jameson is a freshman, both at Gunn High School
in Palo Alto. His wife, Deanne,
is a nurse manager at Stanford

Hospital. Jim sent in a photo of
his family, taken in November
(above).
1969

45th

reunion
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MICK HOOVER has moved to
Bardstown, KY, with his wife,
Janis. He says, “After many
years of deliberation, Janis and
I found a small farm in Kentucky
last May, and with the kids all
moved out, married and settled
into their lifestyles, we felt it the
perfect time and opportunity
to return to my birth state and
enjoy our lives. For those of
you who are not familiar with
Kentucky, Bardstown is the birth
site of ‘My Old Kentucky Home,’
the bourbon capital of the world
and one of the oldest townships
in the state.”
1974

40th

reunion
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1975
MARK GERAGOS visited Prep
to speak to faculty and staff
about his book, Mistrial: An
Inside Look at How the Criminal
Justice System Works…and
Sometimes Doesn’t. For more,
see right.
1978
This past October, ROBERT
PARKER opened the annual
Magic and Meaning conference in Henderson, NV. It was
an international conference,
with attendees from across the
globe. He shared the stage with
multiple international award winners, Emmy award winners and
other presenters with advanced
academic degrees.

Since retiring from the
LA Port Police in 2008 (and
battling Stage 4 cancer in the
same year), BILL PAXSON has
embraced local community
theater by performing onstage
and behind the scenes, though
he prefers the stage. He has
written a screenplay (although,
according to Bill, he is a mere
novice compared to MICHAEL
FERRIS ’79 and BRUCE CAULK)
and is working on a stage
play. He is on the board of two
theaters in Orange County and
has performed all over Orange
and Los Angeles counties. Bill
performed in the Jerry Lewis/
Dean Martin classic farce Boeing
Boeing, playing the Jerry Lewis
role, in Westminster in January.
Bill’s three kids are 23, 21 and
19. They all live near Bill in
Huntington Beach. Though he
is surrounded by Angels fans
behind the Orange Curtain, Bill
remains loyal to his beloved
Dodgers, who were the inspiration of his daughter’s name,
Brooklyn. You may reach Bill at
CoachPaxson@hotmail.com.
1979

35th

reunion
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1980
JIM WADDELL (below) and
his wife, Janine, were honored
at the Orange County Fire
Authority’s “Best and Bravest”
awards ceremony in Irvine,
where they were nominated as
2012 Unsung Heroes for being
active within their community and involved in numerous
charitable programs. Jim also
recently celebrated 30 years
with the Orange County Fire
Department.

Mark Geragos ’75 Discusses
the True Meaning of Justice
In a small gathering in Chandramohan
Library, Mark Geragos ’75 described
his journey toward “the most noble
calling there is,” as a criminal defense
attorney. He has defended dozens of
high-profile individuals, including Susan
McDougal, Winona Ryder, Chris Brown,
Michael Jackson and Scott Peterson. In
these cases, he says, because of their
fame and the accusations against them, the presumption of
innocence was nearly impossible.
“That’s why I wrote the book,” he says, referring to
Mistrial, co-written with his law partner Pat Harris. The book
depicts an entrenched legal system that is filled with career
professionals who are motivated by politics and influenced
by a 24-hour tabloid-driven news cycle.
“The world is full of little guys who face opponents with
larger-than-life interests,” he said.
Geragos’ interest in criminal defense and civil litigation
goes back to his days as Flintridge’s commissioner general,
says biology teacher Rob McLinn.
“Mark did a lot of disciplinary work for the school,”
McLinn says, adding that Geragos always tried to look at
things from both sides and to be as fair as possible.
Family is an important part of Geragos’ life, and he
mentioned that the book is dedicated to his father, Paul,
with whom he was in practice for the first 20 years of his
career. Like his father, the rest of family has always been at
the heart of his life. In fact, the Geragos legacy at Flintridge
is impressive. Both his brothers (Matt ’76 and Mike ’80),
as well as his nephew (Mikey ’09), niece (Rachel ’06) and
his children (Teny ’09 and Jake ’12) attended Prep and
remain closely connected with the school.
Now Teny is in law school herself, but in 2009 he remembers waking her up early one morning after receiving a
phone call.
He joked, “When I got the call to defend Chris Brown,
I had to ask Teny, ‘Who, or what, is a Rihanna?’”
Geragos kept his audience of faculty members entertained with stories about jury selection and media relations
in a constantly connected world. He mentioned the pair of
federal class action lawsuits against New York Life Insurance
and AXA Corporation for insurance policies issued in the
early 20th century during the genocide of Armenians by the
Ottoman Turk Regime.
That’s a prime example of a legal David versus Goliath.
While Geragos is proud that he was able to settle the cases
for more than $37.5 million, the most important thing to
him was that he was able to secure justice for more than a
million Armenians, including members of his own family.
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1985
CHRIS WALDHEIM climbed
Mt. Whitney in September. For
more, see page 1.
1987
BILL ELLIOTT shares a photo
of Vila Elliott, 6. “Future Class
of 2025, and definitely a ‘Little
Rebel!’ (below).”

1981
SCOTT ALLEN shares, “Our
summer adventure included a
one-week scout troop backpacking trip with my 17-year-old
son, Michael, to the Philmont
Scout Ranch in Cimmaron, NM
(above). We hiked 65 miles from
6,500 to 10,500 feet and enjoyed
sun, rain, lightning, hail and
rainbows.”
In August, FRANCIS RATH,
MIKE DORR and BRIAN
SPAAK joined friends at JOHN
BROWN’S 50th birthday bash
and poker tournament at the
San Antonio Winery in Los
Angeles (below).

1983
BRIAN PEARL married Betsy
Magdaleno Pearl on July 5, 2013
(below).

1990
After 17 years in Seattle, CHRIS
BRYAN and his family returned
to California and now live in
San Diego. He works for a local
health system and continues
to volunteer for Education First,
a nonprofit he co-founded in
1995 that provides college
scholarships to low-income
youth.
1991
Reunited after 20 years, KAREN
PEARSON WHITT and NICOLE
STREETER ’90 got to spend
an afternoon hanging out in
Santiago, Chile (below). Nicole
was visiting for a Habitat for
Humanity project; Karen and her
family currently reside there.

1988
KECIA WIMMER (below) is
getting married on Feb. 17,
2014, at a beautiful estate in
Fallbrook. “It was definitely a
date with destiny! I grew up as
an ice skater, and upon dating
Daniel I found out that his is the
family that built the very first ice
skating rink in Southern California at ICELAND in Paramount.
So here I am, an ice skater all my
life and then all these years later
I find and marry Daniel Lyons,
the son of Evelyn Zamboni, the
only daughter of the Pete Zamboni family, founders of the wellknown and famous Zamboni Ice
Machine. So excited!”

1993
ALINA DER SARKISSIAN is
now the marketing and communications director at Glendale Adventist Medical Center,
a 515-bed hospital with centers
of excellence in neuroscience,
heart and vascular, cancer and
orthopedics care. After finishing
her MBA with a marketing emphasis, Alina wanted to continue
her career in health care. This
was a perfect opportunity after
working for a Japan-based pharmaceutical company for more
than eight years.

all on hold now, as on Aug. 25,
2013, her second son, Jonathan
Daniel Boyd, was born, weighing 6 lbs. exactly. Her older son
Elijah (3) is proving to be very
musical and is enjoying his little
brother. All are well (below).

1995
JILL BIGELOW sent in a recent
family photo (below) that includes Jill and her husband,
Gabriel, their son, Maxwell (2),
and daughter, Mackenna (4).
Jill is currently running three
startups: KENNA + MAXI, resort
wear carried in five-star hotels
like the Four Seasons, PELV-ICE,
a medical device company
focused on improving recovery
for pelvic injuries/surgeries like
hip replacement and childbirth,
and Pivot Partners, which offers
CFO/COO consulting to small
companies that are not ready for
full-time employees but need
high-level analysis/systems to
improve operations.

1994

20th
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WENDY WINET BOYD is now a
fully qualified high school Spanish and German teacher and has
been teaching at various high
schools in Edinburgh. But it is

ROB CORTEWAY is living
in Campbell, CA and working
for Silicon Valley Bank, lending
to venture-backed technology
start-ups in the Bay Area. He
recently got back from a cruise
from Miami to Los Angeles
through the Panama Canal.

MATT GUILANIANS shares,
“Last year Nandita, Niobe, Gavin
and I moved to Perth, Australia.
We planned to stay here until
2016, but I was getting a little
bored with consulting so I have
taken an opportunity to go
back into industry working on a
power plant construction project
in Guatemala. As I write, the
movers are packing the kids’
mattresses. None of us has been
to Guatemala before, so we are
looking forward to the adventure. On the way we visited family in Kolkata (Calcutta) and Los
Angeles. Go (fully armed and
mustachioed) Rebels!”
1996
KELLI TSAI DENNEBAUM and
her husband, Chris, happily
welcomed baby Harper (below)
on Sept. 27, 2013. Big sister Eliza
(2) was especially excited for the
newest addition to the family.
Kelli is enjoying quality time
with the girls before returning
to work as the communications
specialist at the Palo Alto Hills
Golf and Country Club in Northern California.

ALEXIS NEWMAN has
been busy working and playing
in her new hometown of New
York City. Her professional
profile was recently featured in
the front section of the NY Real
Estate Journal. Speaking of
busy, her father, Caltech professor Dr. Harvey Newman is the
head of Caltech’s CMS team,
whose groundbreaking work at
the Large Hedron Collider at
CERN, Switzerland, confirmed
the existence of the Higgs boson and validated Peter Higgs’
and Francois Englert’s theory of
how particles acquire mass. As a
direct result of his team’s work,
Higgs and Englert won the
Nobel Prize in Physics in 2013.

1997
JACQUELINE EPLEY TEGART
and her husband, Ted, got a
surprise on April 23, 2013, when
their son, Jameson Thomas
Tegart, was born a month early.
Jameson got his mom out of
working the reunions on April
27 as a very pregnant lady by
arriving early! All are well and
they are enjoying their little guy
immensely (below).

1998
DAN ELSEA is living in London
and working as a global creative
director for AECOM’s Buildings
+ Places group. He had the fun
fortune of attending the opening of the 2012 Venice Biennale and was thrilled to show
CHERYL KUNG around London
when she visited.
On Sept. 28, 2013, ELIZABETH PARKS married Maggie
Struck at a beautiful wedding
in Cedar Falls, Iowa (Maggie’s hometown). They were
surrounded by family and
friends, including a few Rebels.
Pictured below from left to
right: RHODES WAITE ’99, Lisa
Burton (former Prep coach and
staff member), NOELLE ITO,
Elizabeth and Maggie. Not pictured: LESLIE ITO ’92. Congrats
to the married couple.

regional reunion

Bay Area Alumni Organize Happy Hour
It was the Bay Area’s worst storm all season, but that didn’t keep
Prep alumni from attending the inaugural Northern California Alumni
Chapter Event, a happy hour at Americano in San Francisco, on Nov.
20, 2013. After contacting the Prep alumni office with their idea,
RACHEL TOBIAS ’07 and BIJAN KARIMI ’90 organized the event,
hoping it sparks interest in regular get-togethers for the nearly 200
alumni living in the Bay Area.
The opportunity to reconnect, share ideas and of course reminisce
about Prep attracted BRIAN BEAN ’71, BRENDAN BROWN ’06,
MATT BROWN ’07, ALEX CHU ’04, DANIEL MADORE ’07, AUSTIN
RAINES ’06, MIKE REILLY ’90, ALI SALIN ’90, LELAND YEE ’90 and
VINCE YUEN ’99.
“Everyone had a good time talking, catching up and networking,”
Karimi says.
Interested in organizing something in your region? Prep can help!
Contact Jacquelyn Epley Tegart ’96, co-director of alumni relations,
at jepley@flintridgeprep.org.

1999
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1999
ELISE LOVEJOY (below) is the
co-founder and president of Pet
Readers Inc. “With a colleague
of mine, we created 30-plus
books for children and then an
entire reading program, which
will be piloting in schools this
next school year. It is really
exciting. My partner and I hope
to advance the way reading is
taught in schools by fostering
confidence and enthusiasm in
children. I recently bought my
own home in Pasadena and am
still teaching 1st grade at Crestview Preparatory School.”

PETER TWIST earned his
MA in history from Temple University in August. “After several
years working in the real estate/
mortgage industry, I realized
in 2010 that I needed to pursue
a new career offering greater
personal satisfaction. My new
path: teaching (ironic, isn’t it?).
In what can possibly be considered poetic justice, I’m currently

working as a substitute teacher
at an independent school in
Philadelphia, trying to gain as
much experience as possible
in the classroom. Let’s just say
there are plenty of young PETER
TWISTS and ROSS FIPPINGERS
here to keep me occupied and
help me improve my classroom
management skills. I want
to thank Prep—in particular
Dan Hare, Peter Bachmann,
ANTONIO HARRISON ’01 and
Peter Vaughn—for providing
guidance and for allowing me
to come back in 2010 to try my
hand at coaching and subbing. The time I spent there
helped me decide to take the
leap and pursue this new path.
Thank you! I’d love to hear from
classmates. My email address is
twistpeter@gmail.com.”
2001
BLAKE CARROLL got married
on June 29, 2013, to Nicole
Gabrielli in Carlsbad at La Costa
Resort and Spa. Many Prep
alumni attended the wedding
(below), including his brother
and best man, WES CARROLL
’99, his sister, JULIE CARROLL,
and groomsmen MICHAEL
NIJJAR, BENJAMIN WATT,
KENNETH KIM and MARC
HAMUD. Also in attendance
were KELLOGG BRENGEL,
STEVEN WESTERVELT, ELLEN
CHOI, SHAUNA FRASER-KIM,
ALLISON MAGINN JANUS ’02
and SARAH WATT ’03. Blake
and Nicole currently live in
Redondo Beach.

TIM GUILANIANS and his
wife, Lindsey, had their first
child, Tanner Charles (above), on
March 11, 2013, in Los Angeles.
Tanner weighed in at 7 lbs. and
measured 20 inches at birth.
Mom and Dad are crazy about
him and his full head of black
hair.
KELLY LOGAN RYAN and
her husband, Shaun, welcomed
a second daughter, Hailey Mae
Ryan (below), on May 3, 2013.
She says, “We are overjoyed to
add another sweet girl to our
family, and she is lucky to have a
great big sister in our 3-year-old,
Kelsey!”

2002
BROOKE SINCLAIR DAMEREL
married Barrett Damerel on
June 8, 2013, at Annandale
Golf Club in Pasadena (below).
CATHERINE HEGEMIER
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HARRELL was maid of honor.
Many great Prep friends and
classmates came to celebrate,
including SARO BADALIAN,
ANTHONY FLYNN, MICHELLE
KHODADIAN, ALLISON
MAGINN (their excellent photographer), LAURA PRICKETT
NUNNELLY and CRYSTAL
COOK REECK. Also there to
celebrate were JENNIFER
SINCLAIR SCHNEIDER ’04 and
MARK SINCLAIR ’09. Brooke
and Barrett now live up the
street from Prep and love being
in the neighborhood. Brooke
completed her master’s in public
health nutrition and is a registered dietitian.
TONY TYRE celebrated
his 30th birthday on Nov. 15,
2013, with Prep classmates
ABHI BANSKOTA, CONNOR
O’BYRNE, ALLIson MAGINN,
SUZY KLONER and SUMMER
GRAY HARRINGTON (below).

2003
LILY BRAVERMAN is currently
in her second year of graduate
school at Loyola Marymount University, working toward a degree
in marital and family therapy
with specialized training in clinical art therapy. She is in her fifth
fulfilling year as an employee at
Safe Harbor Treatment Center
for Women, a residential facility
treating substance abuse and
eating disorders. Lily resides in
Costa Mesa with three lovely
cats and one lovely human.
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Prep Alumni at Home on Sports Fields
Flintridge Prep alumni took to the field, pool and court for some
friendly competition against current students at the annual
Alumni Sports Day. Alumni from all years teamed up to play
current Prep teams in co-ed water polo and soccer and boys and
girls basketball. The alumni showed that experience can beat
youth in soccer and boys basketball, notching 4-2 and 84-51 wins,
respectively. Youth won out in water polo and girls basketball, as
the students took 18-11 and 39-34 victories.
Despite the competition, the day was fun for all, as in the end,
all of the athletes are Rebels.
MELANIE LUM graduated
from Wellesley College and
went to Shanghai and Beijing
to work in the Chinese contemporary art field for five years.
Melanie is now an art consultant based in Los Angeles and
recently traveled to Hong Kong
for the Art Basel Fair looking for
up-and-coming works.
JESSICA MIKITY tied the
knot with Shane Johns (above)
in Auburn, WA, on July 6, 2013.
CAIA VERMEUL-TABACK (maid
of honor) and MELANIE LUM
joined three of Jessica’s Alpha
Phi sorority sisters as bridesmaids at the “farm” wedding.
Shane, a brewmaster, provided
several specially brewed beers
for the reception held in a
historic barn. The afternoon and
evening included lawn games,
dancing and a popular photo
booth, and guests were sent
home with customized growlers
as favors. The couple returned
from their adventure-honeymoon in Nicaragua to their
lovely home in Tacoma, WA.
HUGO TORRES MD, MPH,
graduated with distinction from
the UCSF Medical School on
May 16, 2013 (below). In July
2013, he started his three-year
internal medicine residency at
the Harvard Medical Schoolaffiliated Cambridge Health
Alliance Hospital.
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2004
ANDY CHEN tells us, “This
spring, I completed my MFA
at RISD. Soon after, I founded
a design firm called Isometric
Studio, a visual identity and
graphic design consultancy
based in New York City and
Boston. We currently collaborate with cultural institutions,
start-ups and nonprofits.” For
more information, visit his website: www.isometricstudio.com
KURT HOFER joined the
faculty at Prep, where he is
teaching 7th grade geography
and 10th grade European history honors (see page 17).
SKYLAR SUTTON works
as an assistant director in the
television world and was just
inducted into the Directors
Guild of America. She lives in
Studio City.
2005
CHRISTINE FOLLETT (below)
graduated from Mount St.
Mary’s College doctorate of
physical therapy program in
October 2013. “It was a tough
but rewarding three years and
two months. I am in the process
of getting my temporary license
and will sit for the licensing
exam in January. Flintridge Prep
has always been the foundation for my continued success
through determination, focus
and self confidence.”

JOHN MILINOVICH
co-founded URX, a mobile
advertising start-up with three
of his close friends from UCLA.
They recently raised $3.1 million
in seed capital from top Silicon
Valley investors, including
Google Ventures, First Round
Capital and Y Combinator.
NINA STEENWYK started
a graduate program in art
business at the Sotheby Institute
of Art in New York this fall.

TIM HALLERAN and Katie
Pace (above) celebrated their
first anniversary at their home
in San Antonio, TX. They were
married in Aspen, CO, with
fellow alumnus BEN NAECKER
serving as best man and many
other Prep friends in attendance. Katie and Tim’s first year
has been filled with hard work
and adventures throughout
North America, ranging from
Belize to Maine and points in
between.
SCOTT HOFER is living in
New York City and started a
new position as a trader at J.P.
Morgan on Aug. 1, 2013.
BEN JONES graduated from
Loyola Law School Los Angeles
with a JD and recently found
out that he passed the July 2013
California bar exam.
RACHAEL MADORE is now
working at Prep as the school’s
registrar. See page 17 for more.
2006
CIARA GONZALEZ (below)
was one of several alumni who
cheered on the cross country
teams as they raced to Division
V CIF-SS victories. Ciara was a
Varsity member of the girls cross
country team that won CIF-SS in
2005. She is currently training for
a half marathon.

2007
After graduating from the University of Chicago in 2011 with
a degree in economics, YASIN
BHANJI (below) spent two
years working as a health-care
strategy consultant in Chicago.
During this time, he was fully
engaged in advising hospitals
and health systems on healthcare reform legislation and
further developing his interest in
clinical medicine. In September,
Yasin started his first year of
medical school at Northwestern
University, Feinberg School of
Medicine, MD class of 2017.

Help our students take
their next leap forward

ignite
Make your Annual Fund gift today.
supportprep.flintridgeprep.org
Donna Merchant 818.949.5525

2008
MASON DUDAS graduated
from Carnegie Mellon University
in 2012 with honors in chemical
engineering and minors in
chemistry and biomedical
engineering. He is currently attending St. George’s University
School of Medicine, class of
2017.
KYLE EDWARDS is currently
in Oxford in the second year
of her doctorate in philosophy
in public health, focusing on the
ethics of regulating access to
emerging biotechnologies. “I’d
love to connect with any Prep alums living in or visiting the UK!”
CLAIRE KINDER started this
summer in Prep’s College Counseling Department as the administrative assistant. For more, see
page 16.		

Class Notes Wanted
Submit Class Notes any time to alumni@flintridgeprep.org or
by phone, 818.949.5526. E-mail digital images (JPEG or TIF
file format, 300 dpi resolution, size 5x7 inches) or send photo
prints to Prep’s Office of Alumni Relations. News and photos
may be reprinted in PrepTalk and/or our alumni web pages,
depending on image quality and space availability.
Please contact
Jacqueline Epley Tegart ’97, Co-Director of Alumni Relations
alumni@flintridgeprep.org
telephone 818.949.5526

Stay Connected
Flintridge Preparatory School
4543 Crown Avenue
La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011
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IAN SANDER was appointed
4th grade math and science
teacher at Emerson Elementary
School in Houston, TX. Recruited
through Teach for America, Ian
will teach in Texas through 2014.
He earned his BA with a major in
psychology and minor in education and applied psychology
from the UCSB in 2012.
BROOKE HARMON recently
shot a national commercial for
Sony Vaio.
NICK LOUI and RYAN LOUI
’11 joined their family, ASHLEY
WOOD and her family, SHANNON THOMAS ’09 and parents
of ALEX BATES ’11 and TIM
BATES ’15 in Chianti this summer. Immediately upon their
return, Nick left on a business
trip for Divide Nine that took
him to Amsterdam, Luxembourg
and Iceland via Michigan and
Indiana.
2010
FRANCES MCCLOSKEY
KLIMAS graduated from
Hillsdale College with a degree
in economics in spring 2013
and began a career in GEICO’s
management development program. On Sept. 7, 2013, Frances
married Lt. Daniel Klimas, USMC
in South Haven, MI (below). Prep
classmates AJAI JOHNSON
and KANDICE JUNG made the
trip to join in the merriment.
Frances and Dan now live just
outside the nation’s capitol,
where Dan is currently stationed.

Thanksgiving Open House
Flintridge Prep’s campus was abuzz with returning college-age alumni on the
day before Thanksgiving. The young alumni played catch-up with classmates
and mingled with current students and teachers. The alumni were happy to
find that their high school alma mater will always feel like home.
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NICK OSTILLER is a senior
at Santa Clara University and is
serving as editor in chief for The
Santa Clara newspaper.

As of Dec. 9, 2013, he was
ranked fourth in the MIAC in
both scoring and rebounding in
conference play.
CJ HARRIS was elected
to the 2017 Class Council at
Princeton. He is pictured below
with other council members at a
dance the council hosted.

	KELSEY MERCHANT (above)
spent a semester abroad in
Salzburg, Austria, where she
studied German, art, music and
history. She visited 13 countries
during her stay and had the
chance to meet up with fellow
classmate WILL PETERMAN in
London.
JESSICA GERARD spent
the fall of 2012 abroad in
Florence, Italy for the semester.
She spent five weeks in Mwandi,
Zambia, during the summer of
2013 working in a hospital and
doing research on the hospital’s
cervical cancer screening
program. She is finishing up
her senior year at Davidson,
majoring in art history, and plans
to attend medical school.
2011
EMANI HOLYFIELD ’11 was
featured as an exemplary scholar
at the Jonathan M. Tisch College
of Citizenship and Public Service.
Emani just completed a domestic
“semester abroad” at Spelman
College in Atlanta, GA. That
opportunity has allowed her to
combine a passion for active
citizenship with a personal desire to experience education at
a historically black college. She
will complete her year abroad
in the Brazil: Public Health, Race
and Human Rights program.
For a complete list of Emani’s
accomplishments and activities
at Tufts, visit http://activecitizen.
tufts.edu/blog/2013/12/11/anexemplary-scholar.
MAX PALAZZO is in his junior year at USC, studying video
game design in the interactive
entertainment program.

HANNAH WARDE currently
attends the University of San
Diego, but she spent the fall of
2013 studying at James Cook
University in Cairns, QLD, Australia. “I went scuba diving on
the Great Barrier Reef several
times throughout the year. At
the beginning of December,
after my semester had ended, I
traveled to Fiji, where I met up
with my dad to do some more
diving. He flew back to Los
Angeles and I continued on to
Palau, an island chain within the
larger island group of Micronesia. Above is a picture of me
diving in Fiji.”
KATHARINE SCHWAB began her junior year at Stanford
at its Oxford University program.
She’ll move on to Florence, Italy,
for the winter quarter, returning
to Palo Alto in March.
JACOB STEENWYK earned
a certificate of achievement for
his participation at USC’s Global
Environmental Microbiology
summer fellowship in 2013.
2012
KIMBERLY OSTILLER is a
sophomore at USC, where she
is double majoring in public
relations and Spanish. She
also works as an admissions
tour guide. So far, she has
completed more than 50
tours—all walking backward!
2013
KAREEM ISMAIL was named
MIAC men’s basketball athlete
of the week for his stellar
performance (27 points, 12 rebounds and 3 assists) in the first
conference game of his career
at Macalaster College.

While classmates ANNIE
LOWERY, NATALIE ROSE
SCHWARTZ, MARISA WANG
and KATIE PRICE didn’t make
it home for the holidays, they
joined the Price family in Boston
over Thanksgiving weekend
(above).

in memoriam
WILLIAM DUKE MORTON ’60 passed away on June 18, 2013. Duke
had served as the mayor of Gooding, Idaho, since 2006 and was a
retired mental health professional with a master’s in psychology from
Kansas State University. He was a world traveler and an avid motorcycle racer. Duke was dedicated to community service, and he never
hesitated to help a person in need. He is survived by his wife of 40
years, Donna, his five children, Misty Beneat, Brian Lute Morton, Satya
Cheri Kline, Mira Morton Luna and William Duke Morton II, and seven
grandchildren.
Jack Victor Bierman, father of LISA BIERMAN ‘03, passed away on
Oct. 24, 2013. The founder of LA Parent, SD Parent and Parenting
magazines, Jack had been a hairdresser, a short order cook and a
respiratory therapist before creating a string of the most successful
regional publications in the Southland. A gifted storyteller, collector
and voracious reader, he was born in Brooklyn and lived in Mexico
before settling in Los Angeles and later, La Cañada. He is survived by
his daughters, Lisa and Clare, brothers Carey and Rick, sisters-in-law
Shelley Berger and Kathy Bierman, nephew ROBBIE BIERMAN ’11
and nieces Briana Bierman and Jenny Bierman.
Jeff Stern, PhD, father of Maddy Maker ’15, passed away on Oct.
11, 2013. Jeff attended Renssellaer Polytechnic Institute and earned
his PhD in physics at Caltech. He began working for JPL as a graduate student, continuing after graduation in 1991 to spend his entire
career there working in the fields of superconductivity and applied
physics. Jeff was an avid gamer, outdoorsman and skier, softball and
baseball coach, youth soccer referee and long-serving member of the
Sequoyah School Board of Trustees. He is survived by his wife, Alison
Maker, children Maddy Maker and Noah Stern, sisters Libby and Liz,
brother Ben, five nieces and nephews and many extended family
members. Gifts in Jeff’s memory may be made to Sequoyah School,
535 S. Pasadena Avenue, Pasadena CA 91105.
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Endowment Giving

Your legacy is Prep’s future

curriculum and
student programs
faculty
and staff
development

athletic programs
and facilities

financial
aid
scholarships

technology
infrastructure

What it is: Endowment giving funds scholarships, academic and extracurricular programming
that are at the heart of Flintridge Prep’s mission.
These funds ensure that the school is strong today
and for generations to come.
How it works: The school pools and
invests endowment funds in perpetuity; according
to a spending policy approved by the Board
of Trustees only a portion of each fund’s earnings
are spent annually. This is what enables an
endowment to last forever.

o Scholarship endowments help to support the nearly
one-third of students who are currently on financial aid,
as well as future scholarship recipients.
o Faculty development endowments help to support
today’s teachers and attract the teachers of tomorrow.
o Arts, athletic and community impact endowments
help to enrich our curriculum, inspire passions and
ignite leadership beyond the classroom.
At Prep you can contribute to one of 40+ existing endowment funds. You may also choose to establish a new fund
in your name or in honor of a significant individual.*
For more information, please contact Director of External
Affairs Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson at 818.949.5524 or visit
http://www.flintridgeprep.org/endowment_giving.aspx.
*Subject to minimum funding levels and criteria.
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The Doane M. Lowery Society

Plan your gift and
perpetuate the mission
of Flintridge Prep
Named for Flintridge Prep’s founder and first
president, the Doane M. Lowery Society
recognizes individuals who take the step to
include Flintridge Prep in their estate plans.
Including Flintridge Prep in your estate plans
may secure a number of valuable benefits for you
and the school. There are a variety of gift options
that offer tax and income benefits for you and
your heirs while providing for Flintridge Prep at
the same time.
The Doane M. Lowery Society was established to
recognize individuals who provide for Flintridge
Prep in their estate plans or through other
deferred gift arrangements such as charitable
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts,
life insurance policies, retirement plan assets
and real estate. For more information, contact
Lakshmi Dastur-Johnson, Director of External
Affairs, at 818.949-5524.
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